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Thank you for purchasing this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes. I
have also developed my own style for sermon preparation that seems
to work well for me to use as I preach from the pulpit. I elected
to keep most of that style intact. I trust it will add rather than
distract from the effectiveness while you read.

Secondly I would ask that, should you find the book is helpful
to you, or if you have questions you would like to ask me, that you
feel free to contact me. My e-mail address is
marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

To order my book 
The Foot of the Cross, paperback edition click on the
link

To order my book 
Think On These Things paperback edition, click on the
link



To order my book 
The Rapture and Return paperback edition, click on the
link








January 1, 2006

 

Isaiah 42:8-12 

I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I
not give to another, neither my praise to graven
images.

Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new
things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of
them.

Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from
the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is
therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.

Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up
their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the
inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the
mountains.

Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his
praise in the islands.

 

Verse nine is my focal verse for the day but it fits in with
this text.

 

With coming of a new year there are always


	New hopes

	New promises and a

	New start



 

Those things of the last year that were less than we would have
liked are passed away, gone. We can build anew. Those things from
last year that were productive and positive serve as a great
foundation for the coming year.

 

The wonderful thing about our Lord is that each day is a fresh
beginning. We can forget the past and pressed toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

 

Today is a day for singing and praising and glorifying our
Saviour! “Old things are passed away, behold all things
are become new.”[1]

 

January 2, 2006

 

Isaiah 43:25 

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy
sins.

 

Barnes Notes has some wonderful insights into this
text, a portion of which reads;

We may learn from this verse:

… .. That this is done by God solely for his own sake. It is
not

(a) because we have any claim to it, for then it would not be
pardon, but justice. It is not

(b) because we have any power to compel God to forgive, for who
can contend with him, and how could mere power procure pardon? It
is not

(c) because we have any merit, for then also it would be
justice, and we have no merit. Nor is it

(d) primarily in order that we may be happy, for our happiness
is a matter not worthy to be named, compared with the honor of God.
But it is solely for his own sake - to promote his glory - to show
his perfections - to evince the greatness of his mercy and
compassion - and to show his boundless and eternal love.[2]

 

What a blessing to be forgiven for God's sake alone. If it were
because of us we would surely have much trouble. God forgives us
for His own sake and in that we must be very thankful.

 

January 3, 2006

 

Isaiah 45:19 

I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the
earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the
LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are
right.

 

This is in contrast to the false gods of the pagan world. Our
Saviour (He uses that title many times in chapters 45-46) is of a
totally different character than that of the religious idolatrous
world.

 

He does not speak in secret

God is not like the Chinese fortune cookie whose saying is so
vague that you can make it mean about anything you wish. Our God's
Word is clear and true and available to all who will seek Him.

 

The worship of Him is not vain

What vanity to worship a statue that you order men to make for
you. What uselessness to put your trust and devotion into something
that is man-made and will wear away. But placing our trust and our
devotion into the living God will never fail but be blessed.

 

What He says is righteousness and right

Every Word of God is pure and true and right on course. Nothing
could be better for a man than to learn what God has said and set
himself to meditating upon it and obeying it.

 

January 4, 2006

 

Revelation 15:4 

Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy
name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and
worship before thee; for thy judgments are made
manifest.

 

As much as believers face difficult times in the world, we must
remember that there is coming a day when everyone will fear the
Lord and glorify His name;


	Those on the earth,

	Those above the earth (in heaven) and

	Those under the earth (in hell).



Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of the Father.

 

This day is described in Revelation 15. When the antichrist and
his movement is destroyed, God judgments will be made manifest and
everyone will worship before Him. How the Christian ought to pray
for those who do not know Christ as Saviour and will confess Him to
be Lord, but it will be too late to receive Him as Saviour. Our
burning compassion ought to be to reach souls with the Gospel so
they may saved from the judgment.

 

January 5, 2006

 

Revelation 16:15 

Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they
see his shame.

 

It seems to me that this verse is parenthetical and brings us
back to present day John. It warns us again that Jesus return for
the saints at the rapture, which will be the beginning of this
Tribulation, is sudden and without any warning. Therefore the
encouragement is to make ourselves ready and keep ourselves right
until He comes.

 

My thoughts focused on the phrase "keepeth his
garments." What a picture of the duty of Christian
life;


	Keep our garments on, ready to do battle at a moment's
notice

	Keep our garments clean and unspotted by the sin of the
world

	Keep our garments Christ's and don't neglect our
salvation.



 

The word "keep" is translated in other portions
of the Bible as "hold fast, serve, guard and
watch."[3] Our garments might refer
to either our robe of Christ's righteousness, or our conversation
in this world (testimony). In either case in behooves the Christian
to wear them well, guard their care and use them in service to the
Saviour.

 

 

January 6, 2006

 

Isaiah 52:10 

The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of
all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God.

 

The passage has about three applications that I can see;

 

First, it is an application concerning Christ's
coming to this earth, which is an event that is acknowledged nearly
the world over.  Jesus Christ is the holy "arm" of God. He is
God revealed to man, made plain to man.

 

Secondly, there is an application it seems to
me to the Tribulation. At this time God will reveal His complete
fury on sin and at the same time will make known His love to those
who will receive Him as Saviour

 

Thirdly, I see an application for today where
our Lord reveals Himself around the world through the preaching of
the Gospel which is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believes.

 

What a wonderful truth that there is no one no nation no people
outside the possibility of salvation in our God.

 

 

 

January 7, 2006

 

Isaiah 54:9 

For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I
have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the
earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor
rebuke thee.

 

This verse is absolutely impressive. When one considers the
blessing of God's promise to Noah not to destroy the earth with
flood again, then to hear that God promise to His people that he
will not be wroth with us or rebuke us is incredibly blessed.

 

I imagine to fully understand the blessing it was for Noah to
hear those words we would have had to have been there. The Tsunami
that killed more than 500,000 people in Sri Lanka and India
Christmas of 2004 wouldn't compare to the devastation that Noah
both witnessed and survived. The horror of being on that Ark as the
torrent hit, the long hours of nothing to do but wait on the ark as
the waters abated, then the process of rebuilding, remembering
those whose lives were lost and reflecting upon the fact that only
8 souls were alive would be overwhelming to say the least. I think
it would be significant for Noah to consider that every child on
the face of the earth from here on out would be his kin. So for God
to promise him, I will not destroy the earth with a flood again -
what a promise.

 

And it seems to me like we probably do not put enough stock in a
passage like this one; that God would save us, never to be wroth
with us again, never to rebuke us again, never to see our sins
again.  The blessing is greater than we are able
comprehend.

 

 

 

January 8. 2006

 

Isaiah 55:11 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
sent it.

 

I selected this passage because it is so well known. I do not
want to shirk from those passages that are obvious blessings, but I
want to allow the Holy Spirit of God to give me the passage He
chooses for the day.

 

The word can either be in reference to


	The Word of God, the Bible

	The promises of God made in the Bible

	The Lord Jesus Christ who is the Living
Word

	The Word of God as is preached through His
prophets



 

It appears to me that the primary application must be to the
promises God makes in this chapter concerning especially the
Millennial Kingdom. What a promise! God's Word will accomplish all
it is intended to accomplish.


	There will be those who do not believe

	There will be those who ignore

	There will be those who refuse to hear
but

	There will be no one who can prevent the Word of God
from its intended purpose



 


	How powerful is His Word

	How wonderful that we have it before us

	How important that we submit to it.



 

January 9, 2006

 

Revelation 20:4 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

 

This passage reminds us of Paul's words in 1 Corinthians
6:2-3

Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the
world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to
judge the smallest matters?

Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much
more things that pertain to this life?

 

John now sees the fruition of Paul's words.

 

"I saw thrones… " This is an
encouraging statement for me today. It reminds me that my true
rewards are in eternal glory. While we might see successes to some
degree today, the real successes I am looking for are those I will
receive in heaven.

 

January 10, 2006

 

Isaiah 60:10 

And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls,
and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my wrath I smote
thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.

 

I saw in this verse our own United States. As a friend to
Jerusalem since she was reinstated as a nation just after World War
II, the United States has ministered unto her. We have helped her
establish her identity and helped in her security over the years.
God has blessed our country I think precisely because we have
ministered to Jerusalem. May God help our leaders see how important
it is that we continue to do so.

 

On the personal side is the last phrase, "in my
wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on
thee." God is not like man who can be one or the
other, but God is both at the same time. He will smite and be
merciful in the same breath. What a blessing that even though God
must chasten our sin, we still may know we have His favor and
mercy.

 

January 11, 2006

 

Revelation 22:12 

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work shall
be.

 

There are two sides to the return of Jesus Christ; there is the
side of the lost who will face judgment and who do not desire His
return and there is the side of the child of God whose hopes are
all based on the rewards of living with Jesus. So this verse is
both a warning and an encouragement. To the one who is not right,
Jesus comes quickly and will judge immediately. To the one who is
right with God Jesus comes quickly and will reward immediately.

 

I do not understand the mentality of the person who fears the
return of Jesus Christ. If I were warned that a patrol officer were
ahead of me on the road, I would think the prudent thing would be
to be sure I was going the speed limit and then I would have no
reason to fear. It would be ludicrous to allow dread to well up
inside me because I was speeding and knew I would still be speeding
when I met the officer. Just do what is right and there is no cause
for alarm. The truth of it is that no one needs fear Jesus' return.
There is no man or woman who could not be saved if they would ask
for salvation. There is no child of God who would not be cleansed
if they would confess their sin. There is no person who could not
live to please the Lord on some level.

 

Christianity isn't made for some people, but others just never
can really get it. All of us may rightly look forward to Jesus
return if we would merely humble ourselves and come to Him.

 

January 12, 2006

 

Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou
wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy
presence,

 

I have in mind for today's devotion all of the 64th chapter but
this one verse in particular sums it up. How the believer needs to
develop in his soul an intense longing for Jesus' return. If we are
to master our faith the return of Christ, His physical presence
with us must become more important to our faith. Everything else is
but the shadow of this substance, living in the literal presence of
Jesus Christ. We fellowship with Him through prayer and Bible
reading; we know He is with us whenever we are about His ministry,
but the real Christianity is more literal than this.

 

I long for the day


	When my eyes shall behold Him

	When my ears shall hear Him

	When my hands shall hold Him



 

Today we struggle between the flesh and the spirit. The spirit
is willing but the flesh is weak. When we see Jesus the truth of
the Scriptures will become experience. I suspect that the more we
groan for that day, the more we will live today like we are in that
day.

 

 

January 13, 2006

 

Isaiah 65:24 

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I
will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will
hear.

 

To imagine that the Holy God, who knows no time, anticipates and
coordinates and executes the answers to our prayers while we are
speaking them and even before we call out to Him is an awesome
thought. God's concern for us so exceeds our wildest dreams.
 


	He not only waits for us to call, but answers our call
before we have made it. Knowing all things, He knows what our needs
are and He knows those who will reach out to Him with the need. He
does not wait for us to ask.

	He is not as we are sometimes when we know a person has
a need but we will only meet the need if they ask.

	Nor is He as we are when we are asked and we have to
prepare to answer. God has prepared the answer for us so that when
we ask He is ready to answer immediately, In some cases when the
answer must be long in coming, He starts it out much ahead of time
so that it arrives not after we ask, but while we are yet
asking.



 

January 14, 2005

 

Matthew 3:15 

And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be
so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then
he suffered him.

 

Jesus by example and with these words gives a terribly important
lesson to us, "… .it becometh us to fulfill all
righteousness."

 

The term "becometh" caught my attention today.
The Strong's Concordance says it means to "tower
up" in others words, "be conspicuous." In
those days baptism was a conspicuous thing. It was done in a public
place so that not just saved people saw the baptism, but lost and
even anti-Christian people would see it as well. However, when
there is a person who is, by the grace of God, fulfilling all
righteousness that would be a conspicuous thing.

 

The term "becometh" can also mean
"distinguished by a thing." How we need Christians
today whose very lives not only make them conspicuous, but
distinguishes them. Not only are they obvious, but they are
obviously better. Their character and conduct is such that there is
no room to doubt which is the best way of life.

 

And then the word "becometh" can mean "to be
eminent."  Webster’s 1828 Dictionary says that is
"high in public estimation." When a child of God,
by the grace of God fulfills all righteousness he is likely to gain
in stature among men.

 

Surely when Jesus said "… it becometh us to fulfill
all righteousness" He did not only mean that
Christians should be baptized but that we should seek to be
righteous people in all areas of our lives.

 

January 15, 2006

 

Jeremiah 3:23 

Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills,
and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is
the salvation of Israel.

 

Jeremiah was a prophet in Jerusalem, the southern kingdom. By
this time Israel, the northern kingdom had already been captured
and carried away by the Syrians. The northern kingdom, fearing that
its people would not be loyal to them, had made their own idols and
places of worship in the mountains so that people would not feel
compelled to go to Jerusalem to worship. I am reminded of John 4
and the woman at the well in Samaria (northern kingdom). Her
concern when confronted by the Lord was,

John 4:19

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say,
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to
worship. Jesus' reply to her was,

John 4:21

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour
cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at
Jerusalem, worship the Father.

 

God isn't looking for us to worship Him through some ceremony or
some idol or even in one particular city. He is looking for people
who will worship Him in spirit and in truth. Those are the people
He hears, and those are the people whose salvation is in truth.

 

January 16, 2006

 

Matthew 5:48 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.

 

This exhortation is both ominous and encouraging.

 

It is ominous because I know I can never, by an act of my will,
be "perfect" as God is perfect. The effects of sin in my body; the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life too
often creep in spoiling even the best of my intentions. Even is I
were able to somehow control the passions of the flesh for the rest
of my life I would have to contend with James 2:10,
“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend
in one point, he is guilty of all.” Those sins I
committed before I was able to keep from sinning again would mar
the whole work and I would still not be perfect.

 

It is encouraging in the fact that since Jesus exhorted us to do
it, it is doable with His help. Every day by the grace of God I can
become more and more mature in my faith. I will not attain this
perfection until I am in the presence of the Lord, but I can press
toward it every day and with the help of God be more "perfect"
today than I was yesterday.

 

January 17, 2006

 

Matthew 6:18 

That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy
Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret,
shall reward thee openly.

 

This particular point is expressed three times in this one
chapter.[4]

 

The obvious lesson is that we are to have a genuine relationship
with the invisible God. It is not difficult turn Christianity into
a religion about show rather than about knowing God. We are faced
with men and the realities of life on this planet daily. We are
confronted with challenges that are peculiar to our relationship
with this planet. Faith, we realize, is an ultimate answer to these
challenges, but our relationship with the Lord is not so demanding
as is life. What happens all too often is that we use the form of
religion to help us with the challenges of life and neglect the
reality of faith which is found in a one on one personal
relationship with the Heavenly Father. To combat this, our Lord
says we need to maintain a secret relationship with the Lord. There
must be those things about our faith that no one else knows about
but us and our God. As God answers our prayers, blesses our gifts
and strengthens us in fasting, we then recognize His presence.

 

I don't know that the open reward is so much a reward that
others can see as it is a reward that we know came from Him alone.
I do not want to manipulate my circumstances so as to answer my own
prayers and make it look as if the Lord did it. I want to
personally know that God answered prayers - even if the outcome was
not exactly as I hoped.

 

 

January 18, 2006

 

Matthew 7:11 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask him?

 

This verse can do nothing but encourage the child of God who
considers it. I can find no argument against this passage. There is
no way to give it to a different nation of people or to "context"
it away from you and me. This verse applies.

 

Luke 11:13 is a similar passage, but not the same one. It
replaces the "good things" with the Holy Ghost and who could argue
that the best thing we could possible receive from our Heavenly
Father is the Holy Ghost's filling and enablement? However He is
not the only good thing and this passage says good "things" plural.
About the only limit I can see is that not everything I ask for
would be good for me. My corrupted and sinful flesh is prone to
crave things that are not good for me or are not good in general.
If I simply trust the Lord then, to know what is good, I can then
happily go to Him and ask, freely, boldly, and confidently and be
assured that my God will give me those good things for which I
ask.

 

But I must ask. Gill's commentary on the verse says, "… .but
for these things he must be inquired of, and sought after; and it
is the least saints can do to ask for them;..[5]" Seems to me than I ought to
ask. I ought not refrain from asking. Of course, if I know that
something is not good or good for me, I ought to change my wants.
But if there is in my souls a desire, and I can sense no reason why
it would not be good, I ought to ask. Ask believing the Lord will
give it to me if it is a good thing and ask trusting Him should He
determine it is not a good thing.

 

I had two great passages for meditation today

Jeremiah 9:24 

But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things I delight, saith the LORD.

 

Those things that delight the Lord ought to be things that we
are interested in knowing about. If I want to please the Lord it
makes sense to me that I would want to delight in the same things
that God delights in and God delights in people who understand and
know Him.

 

The term "understandeth" means to know God in
an intellectual way. It would mean understanding


	Who He is

	How He is and

	What He does



 

It is the same as knowing about God and it is very important
that we understand God in this capacity.

 

The term "knoweth" means to know God
practically.[6] This is the experiential walk
with the Lord that we each must cultivate on our own. A man can
teach me about God but only I can get to know God for myself.

 

January 19, 2006

 

Matthew 8:13

And Jesus said unto the centurian, Go thy way; and
as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was
healed in that selfsame hour.

 

 "… As thou hast believed, so be it done unto
thee… " I wonder how many blessings we miss because
our faith is not as it ought to be. There is nothing special about
this centurion other than he had a simple understanding of the
authority of the Lord. It is not that he was more righteous than
some. In fact it seems to me that there were more hindrances than
in some cases.

 


	He was a Roman

	He was a soldier in the occupying army

	He said himself that he was unworthy



 

But he asked in faith and received his answer.

 

The glaring fact is that I don't get all of my prayers answered
this way. Most people I know don't. I think we come to the place in
our spiritual lives that we don't believe in prayer this way. We
look at it more as a spiritual exercise that a means to procure our
needs from God.

 

Lord, forgive us this sin.

 

January 20, 2006

 

Matthew 9:38 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
will send forth labourers into his harvest.

 

Adam Clarke's commentary had such wonderful thoughts concerning
this passage that I feel like it is sufficient for consideration
today:

 

… .Those who are fittest for the work are generally most
backward to the employment. The man who is forward to become a
preacher knows little of God, of human nature, or of his own heart.
It is, God’s province to thrust out such preachers as shall labor;
and it is our duty to entreat him to do so. A minister of Christ is
represented as a day-laborer: he comes into the harvest, not to
become lord of it, not to live on the labor of others, but to work,
and to labor his day. Though the work may be very severe, yet, to
use a familiar expression, there is good wages in the harvest-home;
and the day, though hot, is but a short one.

How earnestly should the flock of Christ pray to the good
Shepherd to send them pastors after his own heart, who will feed
them with knowledge, and who shall be the means of spreading the
knowledge of his truth and the savor of his grace over the face of
the whole earth!… .[7]

 

These paragraphs are humbling as I am reminded


	The man who is forward to enter the ministry does not
know himself well. We are so prone to wander. To believe we will do
otherwise is very unwise.

	The preacher is simply a “day-laborer.” How wrong we
are to place ourselves as anything more.

	The work is often severe. This is no place for soft
men.



 

I am reminded that it is His harvest. Surely our Lord will take
care of that.

 

January 21, 2006

 

Matthew 10:24

The disciple is not above his master nor the servant
above his Lord

 

I am reminded of yesterday's devotion that the pastor should
think of himself as a day laborer. It seems to me that it is so
easy to lose sight of that and take over the harvest.

 

 

 

January 22, 2006

 

Jeremiah 17:7 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and
whose hope the LORD is.

 

This verse can't really be separated from verse 8. Jeremiah was
preaching to a nation whose whole world was about to fall apart.
They were going to lose


	Their king

	Their land and

	Their freedoms



 

The way of life they were so accustomed to, and that they had
come to believe was theirs by right of God, was about to be
destroyed by a people who were heathens and pantheists.

 

It the midst of that prophecy Jeremiah gave them this assurance,
"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and
whose hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the
waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall
not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall
not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from
yielding fruit." Despite where they may be led and
how hard things might become physically and financially they would
be blessed if their trust and hope was in the Lord.

 

We are living in a time when our nation is losing its stability
at home and worldwide. Liberalism and wickedness are growing
stronger and there is more and more an attack on the position of
the fundamental believer. Our economy is not guaranteed to stay
strong and who knows what will become of things in the near future.
A person could become depressed. But Jeremiah's message is that,
despite all of that, if our trust and hope is in the Lord we can be
blessed, we can grow, and we can bear fruit for the glory of
God.

 

Our key today must be to look to the Lord.

 

 

January 23, 2006

 

Matthew 12:19 

He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man
hear his voice in the streets.

 

I am always interested in these passages where Jesus told His
followers not to make Him known. We today are all about making Him
known. We


	Advertise

	Go house to house, we sometimes

	Use banners and pickets to proclaim Jesus



And all of that has a place I know. Yet there were many times
when Jesus actually requested that His followers not make Him
known. This is the only time I know in the Bible where we have an
answer why. It is the fulfillment of Isaiah 42:1-4. The concept has
to do with the true character of Jesus versus what was the
misperceived character of the Messiah by the Jews.

 


	They thought the Messiah would come as a
conqueror.

	They thought He would break the bruised reeds and light
on fire all of His enemies.

	They thought He would be contentious, litigious, loud
and a popularity seeker.



Jesus was none of those and Adam Clarke says, "He who loves
these, does not belong to Him."

 

Jesus did not want them to make Him known because it was not in
His character. He came as a lamb. He came in an unassuming
fashion.

 

It would be best if we as His followers would assume this
character.

 

January 24, 2006

 

Jeremiah 22:16 

He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it
was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the
LORD.

 

One of the things I have been looking for as I read through
Jeremiah this time was for the first time (if and when)
Nebuchadnezzar is mentioned by name. That happens in this
chapter.

 

As I read through this chapter today it seemed to me that God
placed a lot of emphasis on the activity of our faith. Verses 3-4,
verse 13 and verse 16 deal with both the right and the wrong
activities of the people of God.

 

I am reminded today that as John Gill says, "… it is not by
words only, but by deeds, that men show that they know the Lord;
for some in words profess to know him, who in works deny him… "

 

Living for Christ is to know Christ. We get to know Him through
the process of walking with Him day by day. Through both the
victories and the trials of our faith, we learn what is the heart
of our Saviour. Faith is more than a profession. For our faith to
be all that the Lord would have it to be we must exercise our faith
through daily obedience.

 

January 25, 2006

 

Jeremiah 24:6 

For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I
will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not
pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them
up.

 

This verse actually belongs in the context of verses 1-10 and
the parable of the figs. Barnes Notes says that its "complete
fulfillment belongs to the Christian Church."[8] The reason is that it is not totally fulfilled by
the Jews return from Babylon.

 

What a comfort to know that God sets his yes upon us for good.
We are carried away captive by this world.


	How the wickedness of the world wears on
us

	How the homesickness for heaven and for a better day
turns our stomach

	How we long for the day when God will build us and
there will be nothing left that needs to be pulled down in our
lives.



 

God sets His eyes for good upon them that surrender to Him
regardless of the consequences. Jeremiah's message was that those
who surrendered to Babylon would be the ones blessed and those who
did not would be the ones cursed. It was a hard message to swallow,
but was of the Lord. Ours is obedience and surrender to the Lord
even when the flesh says His way is upside down. When we surrender
to the Lord our surrender to other causes led of God will be that
much easier.

 

The point is that there can be no real peace and joy and grace
until we surrender.

 

January 26, 2006

 

Matthew 15:32 

Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said,
I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me
now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them
away fasting, lest they faint in the way.

 

This is a very precious passage to me today. Through it I am
reminded of several important things

 

1. "I have compassion on the multitude…
."

This multitude could not be said to be completely right with
Him. This is the same multitude that will press Him in short order
to be a king, not because they believe He is the Messiah, but
because He fed them. Yet Jesus, knowing this crowd's heart still
had compassion upon them.

 

2. "I will not send them away fasting…
"

I can think of a hundred ways that might be applied. Jesus will
not let us do without that which is needed to keep on. He will not
send us away suffering, he will not send us away disappointed; He
will not send us away having not been ministered to.

 

3. "… they continue with me now three days…
"

During that time He has ministered to them through healing their
sick and preaching the Word of God to them. Now, having expended
their resources of food, He also supplies that. O, to continue with
the Lord!

 

January 27, 2006

 

Matthew 16:18

And I say also unto you That thou art Peter and upon
this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.

 

As well known as this verse is it is still filled with blessing
if we allow ourselves to think on it. I cannot get over the fact
that the church is His church. It is not my church. It is not the
member’s church. It is Jesus Christ’s church. And that would be
true of other churches - specifically those in the area with which
I am so tempted to fight bouts of jealousy.

 

My interest in the church cannot exceed the interest that Jesus
has in it. It is after all, His church. He assures us that He will
build His church so that the gates of hell cannot prevail against
it. When He dos the work in the church it is sure and steadfast and
abides. We might be able to get a group together. We might even be
able to build a work that has significant impact: but only the work
that He builds will prevail against the gates of hell.

 

 

 

 

 

January 28, 2006

 

 

Jeremiah 30:11

For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee:
though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered
thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct
thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether
unpunished. (KJV)

 

While the first application is obviously to Israel there are
some wonderful promises that I can apply personally, along with
some words of caution as well. God reminds us that even those who
know the fullest extent of His love will not be altogether
unpunished. My sins will be corrected.

 

The comfort comes in His words, “in measure.” The correction
will be


	Measured

	Precise

	Not out of anger and

	Not to the point of dangerous hurt.



I can trust my Saviour not to completely destroy me in
judgment.

 

Thank the Lord

 

January 29, 2006

 

 

Jeremiah 32:39

And I will give them one heart, and one way, that
they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their
children after them: (KJV)

 

This is exactly what we need in our church:


	One heart

	One desire

	One goal

	One love



Gill likens it to the


	One Lord

	One Faith

	One Baptism



Of the Christian experience.

 

A church filled with people whose heart is to know the Lord
together is a powerful thing.

 

One way; the word means “road or course of life.” Oh for a
church filled with members all walking the same course.

 

God says this would make us fear Him forever and that this would
be good for ourselves and our children.

 

 

January 30, 2006

 

 

Matt 19:28

And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you,
That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of
man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
(KJV)

 

James Wilkins drew attention to this passage maybe two years ago
when he began to emphasize that Jesus motivated the apostles to
their successes despite severe persecution by telling them what
their rewards would be in the eternal kingdom. It was obviously a
concern to the earliest Christians because they pointed out to the
Lord the price they had paid and asked what their recompense would
be.

 

It does a Christian good to spend much time on heavenly
subjects. We do not know all that glory will hold for us but we can
rest assured that it will better than we can possibly imagine.

 

January 31, 2006

 

 

Jeremiah 35:19

Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand
before me for ever. (KJV)

 

This is the culmination of an entire chapter having to do with
the Rechabites. It turns out that these people were the children of
Moses’ father in law; so they were not even true Jews. Yet their
testimony was that they obeyed their fathers. Even when Jeremiah,
the man of God encouraged them to break the traditions of their
fathers in a manner that would not have been morally wrong and in a
manner that Jeremiah had already done himself, they refused to
disregard these instructions from their father. God  compared
them to the Jews who would not obey the Lord and rewarded the
Rechabites by saying there would be someone from their family
standing before God forever.

 

There is the obvious first lesson concerning how important it is
that we obey the Lord but there is a second lesson concerning the
nobility of honoring your family’s heritage and obeying your
fathers and your father’s fathers.  Obviously if they were
doing wrong we would be better off to break family tradition. But
if obeying our fathers is simply a matter of keeping the family
heritage intact, and it does not disobey the Lord’s clear commands,
it is honoring to the fathers, to the family and to the Lord to
maintain them.

 

February 1, 2006

 

 

Matt 21:22

And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive. (KJV)

 

There have been, in these months now of doing devotions like
this, numerous times I have been impressed to consider passages on
the subject of prayer. I am as guilty as anyone of excusing away a
powerful prayer life. Passages like this one almost unconsciously
get interpreted as belonging to a people not of my day. There have
been enough unanswered prayers, enough desires longed for but never
met that we just naturally decide that we must not really
understand what prayer is. Like the definition of prayer I read
once in one of Gordon McDonald’s books (at least that is who I
think I read it from) we turn prayer into a spiritual discipline,
not really designed to get anything from God but to give us a
spiritual state of mind.

 

But those excuses don’t really hold water. Jesus spoke these
words to a group of people who were just as amazed as I am at the
withering of the fig tree, and whose own prayer life was not more
effective than is mine. There are no dispensational differences
here. There is no reason under heaven that Jesus’ message to them
is any less applicable to us today. Obviously, this isn’t a blank
check to pay for worldliness. James said “ye ask and
receive not because ye ask amiss that ye may consume it upon your
own lusts.” But the Bible is still true; Jesus is
still right: believing prayer is effective.

 

So let’s pray. Let’s pray and document our prayers so we may
increase in faith so that we may see even greater prayers
answered.

 

February 3, 2006

 

Jeremiah 42:4

Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have
heard you; behold, I will pray unto the LORD your God according to
your words; and it shall come to pass, that whatsoever thing the
LORD shall answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will keep
nothing back from you. (KJV)

 

The context of this is interesting. Just previous to this
Johanan had gone to Gedaliah and warned him that a man named
Ishmael would try to kill him. Gedaliah ignored the warning saying,
“Thou speakest falsely of Ishmael. Sure enough Ishmael killed
Gedaliah and Johanan put together a force to rescue those Ismael
had taken captive. When Johanan, his posse, and tose he had rescued
returned they approached Jeremiah and asked him what was the Lord’s
way for them

 

Jeremiah gave them what is the heart. of the preacher’s
responsibility; whatever the Lord says, that declare and keep
nothing back. It’s not always the kind of preaching that is popular
and that gets the crowds of people to follow you. Jeremiah was
faithful in his called but not successful so far as the world would
see it.

 

I also was fascinated that Jeremiah took ten days to seek the
Lord and prepare his message before he gave it to them. I realize
he did not have the written word of God to study as we do today,
but I work on a different kind of schedule than he did. I need to
receive a message from the Lord several times in a week. Thank the
Lord for His Word where we can get guidance each and every day.

 

February 4, 2006

 

Matt 24:35

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away. (KJV)

 

I am reminded today that there is only one thing on this earth
that is steadfast and sure; that is the Word of God. Seems like
everything else is fleeting and can be very disappointing.

 

In a world


	Where people often disappoint you,

	Where your possessions just decay over
time,

	Where the economy never seems to
stabilize,

	Where morals slip by the wayside,

	Where even Christians tend to be more worldly than
godly



 

There is one thing on this planet we can depend upon. God’s Word
never changes. Despite the fact that there are people who try to
change it and the fact that there are a dozen or more perversions
of it God has made sure that we still have His Word. Further God
has made sure to tell us that we can count on it.

 


	That is because we can count upon the Lord. What He
says he does. He never changes. He is the same yesterday today and
forever.

	His plan for the ages is the same as it was in the days
of Adam and Eve.

	His care for His people is the same as it was I the
days of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

	His desire for sols to be saved is the same as it was
in the days of Peter and James and John.



 

Things in this earth will disillusion us. Not the Lord. His Word
will not pass away.

 

February 5, 2006

 

Matt 25:40

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
(KJV)

 

What a powerful and convicting reminder this passage is that
Jesus considers our ministry to His brethren as ministry to
Him.

 

Even when it is done to the least of His brethren; maybe even
especially when it is performed unto the least of His brethren.
Gill points out that this is limited. It does not apply to only to
the apostles nor does it apply to all of the human race but to
“…the saints only, the children of God, and household of faith: for
though acts of charity and humanity are to be done to all men, yet
especially to these; and indeed, these only can be considered as
the brethren of Christ, who are born of God, and do the will of
Christ…”[9]

 

We perform ministry to the Lord by ministering to the saints.
Today’s work then is true ministry if we do it as unto the
Lord.

 


	A warm smile

	A friendly handshake

	A kind word



Each of those are ministries to the Lord.

 


	Encouraging a child of God in the way

	Correcting an erring Christian

	Instructing souls from the Word of God



Is all ministry not only to the people to whom they are
performed, but ultimately to the Lord.

 

 

February 6, 2006

 

 

Matt 26:7

There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box
of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at
meat. (KJV)

 

“Very precious ointment”

 

My thoughts:

There is the act committed by this woman


	Her motives were unselfish

	Her gift was inestimable

	Her sacrifice would have changed her life



 

There is the reaction of the disciples


	An attitude of disbelief

	“This was waste”

	“We could have used the money to help
people”

	I imagine there was conviction that they were not so
willing to give



 

There is the response of the Saviour


	Pleased

	What else matters



 

 

February 7, 2006

 

Matt 27:55

And many women were there beholding afar off, which
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him:
(KJV)

 

These women followed Jesus to minister unto Him. I want to do
that.

 

They followed afar off

While we want to be near the Lord we do not want to overshadow
the Lord. We should be hidden behind the cross; there but not in
view.

 

They followed from Galilee.

Travel was not so easy in those days. Trips like the Lord took
would have dramatically interfered with normal life. They gave up
normalcy and their own agenda to be where Jesus took them so hey
could be of service to Him.

 

They ministered unto Him

Whatever our Saviour needed they were there to provide.


	Was it a meal?

	Was it a place to sleep?

	Was it Help with those who followed with
them?



 

There is no ministry we might give unto the Lord that would not
be an honor to give Him.

 

 

February 8, 2006

 

Matt 28:8

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with
fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples
word. (KJV)

 

I can only imagine what must have been in the minds of the women
who first heard the news; Jesus was risen. 


	Hopes had been crushed

	Dreams had vanished into vapor

	Hearts, filled with love for the Saviour had been torn
in two



For probably the better part of three years these women had
minister unto the Lord. They knew who He was; the only begotten of
the Father. They knew he was their Messiah. He had been prophesied
of and foretold for centuries. Books of Scripture were written of
Him. But then He had died. In the most vicious and cruel manner
imaginable, the Messiah had been murdered.

 

For three days and three nights they mourned, grieved, prepared
themselves for life without Him. Some wondered if they had wasted
three years. Others worried that the anger lashed out on the Lord
would then be directed at His followers. There was the question of
what to do with life now that He was gone. Do they go back to their
former occupations or do they continue to proclaim the message He
taught them?

 

And then the news, “He is risen as He
said.” The Bible says they departed the sepulchre
with both fear and great joy. Fear and awe would have been the
reaction to the power to raise Jesus from the dead after so violent
of a death. Great joy was the reaction to the news that their faith
was not in vain. The One they loved so dearly was indeed the
Messiah, but more than that, He was very God.

 

Great joy and fear seem like strange companions but in the
spiritual sphere they are inseparable. There can be no great joy in
this world without a genuine fear of God.


	When we know His awesome power

	When we are aware of His constant
presence

	When we recognize His absolute holiness



There will be fear. But that fear translates into joy when we
comprehend the words “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.”

 

February 9, 2006

 

Mark 1:35

And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went
out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.

 

The phrase “solitary place” means a
“lonesome spot.” While this passage is not a
difficult one for us to get a grasp of, nothing in it is too
difficult to understand, it is one that is more difficult for s to
practice in our lives.

 

Rising early, while being difficult to do physically sometimes
is also difficult because it is a lonesome time. The dark, the
quiet, the absolute inactivity of the very early morning hours is
foreboding.

 

But time with God does not come in the busy times. Communion
with the Saviour requires loneliness from this world. Truth be
told, the closer we get to the Lord the more we must grow used to
separation and loneliness from this world.

 

But it is worth it. Genuine fellowship with the Lord is a reward
in and of itself. But then there are the rewards of being used to
lead others. Just the verse following this tells us that there were
those who followed Him to His solitary place. When we walk with the
Lord there will no doubt be those who recognize that and follow us
s we follow Christ.

 

February 10, 2006

 

Lamentations 3:21

This I recall to my mind, therefore have I
hope.

 

To this point the book of Lamentations has been a grievous
message. Jeremiah is deeply wounded over what has happened to his
city. Although his job was to preach the truth that this
destruction was going to happen, it did not have to be as bad as it
was if the people had listened and repented and even then he did
not have to like what happened. A preacher preaches that hell is a
reality but does not rejoice that people go there.

 

It appears to me that those things he recalled that gave him
hope are those that follow verse 21


	The Lord's unfailing mercies

	The Lord's goodness

	The benefits of waiting on God

	The fact that God does not willingly afflict us but
does it for our benefit



 

His summary is in verses 40-41

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to
the LORD.

Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in
the heavens.




February 11, 2006

 

Proverbs 11:1 

A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a
just weight is his delight.

 

I think of this passage each time I pull up to the gas pumps and
see the stickers assuring me that the pumps have been inspected to
insure they give me and honest gallon of gasoline.  I am
reminded about a message I heard an evangelist preach once out of
this text on the subject of honesty.  We don't do much trading
like they did in the Bible days but we still use the principle; an
employee trades his time and skills for a wage.

 

 

It is surprising how often people who are in every respect other
respect proper Christians can be shady in some of the "littler"
areas of life. God delights in His people being totally honest in
all of the smaller and more insignificant things.


	At work

	At the store

	In those times when we can get away with a
thing



In all of those our honesty is not as much a matter of our
testimony is we get caught as it is what brings pleasure and
delight to the Lord.

 

February 12, 2006

 

Mark 4:39 

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto
the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm.

 

I wrote just the other day that I prize peace as the most
priceless commodity available today.


	With life as full as it is

	With as many stresses in day to day
activity

	With the world situations as troublesome as they
are



There is little that I wouldn't be willing to do in order to
find peace of soul.

 

And yet peace does not come through what I do. In fact it is the
very doing in our world that has created the stresses we face.
Peace doesn't come by what we do. It comes through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. The Reformer's Unanimous
program defines faith as "confidence in what the Lord has done and
will do in your life." Peace of soul comes from a growing
confidence in the Lord. With that confidence we rest in Him even
when we are called to labor.




February 13, 2006

 

Mark 5:19 

Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him,
Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord
hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on
thee.

 

Jamieson Fausset and Brown says,  "To be a missionary for
Christ, in the region where he was so well known and so long
dreaded, was a far nobler calling than to follow Him where nobody
had ever heard of him, and where other trophies not less
illustrious could be raised by the same power and grace." We are
prone to honor the foreign missionaries as heroes where it seems to
me that (while no way belittling those who have been called to
foreign missions) the greatest work is that done by day by day
believers who witness to and win their friends, neighbors and loved
ones to Jesus Christ.

 

I have contended for some time that the most needful soldier in
the Lord's army is the pastor. If he fails in his work everything
else crumbles. But the same could be said, not of the pastor but of
his congregation. Woe is the world if the daily Christian is unable
to reach his own world.

 

February 14. 2006

 

Mark 6:54 

And when they were come out of the ship, straightway
they knew him,

 

Someone once asked the question, "Who is they?" The "they" of
verses 52 and 53 is not the same "they" of verse 54. The "they" of
verses 52 and 53 would be the apostles while the "they" of verse 54
is the inhabitants of the country of Gennesaret. I know - this is
not profound. But it is true and a point that could be missed.

 

I keyed in on the words "straightway they knew
Him." As soon as Jesus and the apostles stepped out
of the ship the people of the land recognized Him and crowds began
to gather.

 

They knew "who" He was.

He had been their before and they recognized His person and most
likely His followers. It is not impossible for a person to mistake
the Lord. Either He is working and they do not recognize the work
as being from Him or else they see a work and assume it is from Him
when it is not. Jesus had been in this area before so they knew who
He was. If we would be wise enough to recognize what is of Jesus
and what is not, we have to get to know Him through the Bible.

 

They knew "where" He was.

So they ran through the area telling others that Jesus was
there.  Jesus was not everywhere at the same time in His
earthly state. Nor is Jesus in everything today. It is important
that we come to understand the things the Lord will visit and the
things He will not. Once they knew where Jesus was, they ran to
tell others. Why don't we do that more?

 

They knew "what" He was capable of.

So they brought the sick and others to be made whole. They knew
He was capable of miracles. He is Almighty God. He is capable of
miracles in our lives too. He can make us whole. He can save our
soul. He can turn us from sin.

He can bless our lives

 

Knowing Jesus is everything.

 

 

February 15, 2006

 

Mark 7:18 

And he saith unto them, Are ye so without
understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from
without entereth into the man, it cannot defile
him;

 

This verse really can't be taken on its own. We must keep it in
the context of the passage that has to do with eating food with
unwashed hands. Jesus said that food going in doesn't defile
because it is purged in the belly. The Bible does teach that what
we eat can defile us. Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile
himself with the king's meat. Paul taught us not to eat meat
offered to idols. He said the meat itself was fine and could be
eaten. But if the host announced that it was being consumed in
worship of the idol, then we ought not to eat it for both the sake
of the person who offered it and for our own conscience sake.

 

The key to what Jesus taught was that it is a matter of the
heart and of our loves. Things on this earth could never overpower
the Lord. Many things are just fine enjoyed in moderation. However
nothing should come between the Christian and the Saviour.

 


	Not food

	Not drink

	Not ritual and tradition

	Not family

	Not work

	Not pleasure



 

It is a matter of the heart.


	If the heart is devoted to the Lord those things we
consume will not defile us.

	If the heart is devoted to the Lord we will have no
desire to consume those things that would defile us.



 

The goal is the love the Lord our God will all our heart and
souls and strength and mind

 

February 16, 2006

 

Ezekiel 9:4  

And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of
the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

 

What a picture! I can just see in my mind this man with the
inkhorn marking men and women and children. Following close behind
were five others with some sort of "slaughter weapon." The man with
the inkhorn would search the houses for those who were "sighing and
crying" over the sins of their city and would place a mark on them.
The men with the weapons were slaying everyone left with the
mark.

 

I see the mercy of God in that there was care giving to
save those with the right heart.

Praise the Lord that, though there is sin and we all deserve
judgment; God looks out ways to save and to spare.

 

There were obviously far more slain than were
saved.

Only one was needed to mark the righteous. Five were employed in
the slaughter. It is only the remnant that seeks the Lord. The
majority turn against Him.

 

God seeks for the "sighing and crying."

There is victory in the Lord and that gives cause for rejoicing.
But the heart of the believer must be broken for the sins in his
world and over the judgment of the lost. God is offended by our
sins and that must bring a brokenness among His children.

 

February 17, 2006

 

Ezekiel 12:28 

Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word
which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord
GOD.

 

What a wonderful day it will be when God finally says "My words
will be prolonged no longer." One day this will be the case.


	The hope of the Christian will be made
sight.

	The promises of eternity will become
reality

	The coming of the Lord will be at hand



 

Those things Christians have preached and looked forward to for
centuries will happen in a moment. What a wonderful day.

 

I do not know who much longer the Lord will prolong His
word.  I am sure that day will come and that it will be worth
it when it happens.

 

February 18, 2006

 

Ezekiel 14:23 

And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways
and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without
cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord
GOD.

 

Ezekiel's prophecy reminds me of Jeremiah's in many ways. They
were contemporaries of one another and their message was similar,
foretelling the captivity by Babylon. This chapter is particularly
rough. God told Ezekiel that even though Noah and Daniel and Job
had all lived in this land, it would not bring mercy to the current
generation. There was a sword, a pestilence and noisome beasts
coming to cut off the people.

 

But God told Ezekiel that even though this prophecy was coming
there would be a remnant that would survive and do the right thing.
My verse for this morning says that this remnant doing the right
things would be all that it takes to comfort Ezekiel and to confirm
in him that God has done all He has done for a cause.

 


	When a soul gets saved

	When someone gets their life turned
around

	When we stand one day before the Lord



 

We will know that God has had a good cause in all that He has
done.

 

Trust Him

 

 

February 19, 2006

 

Ezekiel 16:62

And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou
shalt know that I am the LORD:

 

There is a contrast between verse 61 and verse 62. Verse 61 has
the phrase "thy covenant" while verse 62 says "my covenant." The
covenant of verse 61 is speaking of the Mosaic law. Verse 62 is
speaking of the relationship the Christian today can have with God
through Jesus Christ.

 


	One is a covenant based upon performance.

	The other is a covenant based upon
promise.



 


	One is a covenant reliant on man's good
deeds.

	The other is a covenant reliant upon Christ's work on
Calvary.



 


	One is a covenant doomed for failure (in that it could
never take away sin)

	The other is a covenant which can never fail (because
Jesus can't fail)



 

The principle blessing of the new covenant, according to John
Gill, is to know the Lord.[10] The best
blessing anyone could ever have is to know that they know Jesus
Christ.

 

February 20, 2006

 

Ezekiel 18:21 

But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that
he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is
lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not
die.

 

This is a wonderful promise. The Lord had just gotten through
saying that those who are wicked will be judged for their
wickedness. But then He makes the promise that if any of those
wicked turn from their sins he would surely live.

 

JFB writes, "… So far from God laying on men the penalty of
others’ sins, He will not even punish them for their own, if they
turn from sin to righteousness;… "[11]

 

Gill adds this warning, "… .if he truly repents of them, and
thoroughly forsakes them; for it must not be one sin only, but all;
every sin is to be loathed and mourned over, and sorrow expressed
for it, and to be forsaken; not one sin is to cherished and
retained, but all to be relinquished: or the repentance and
conversion may be justly questioned whether they be sincere… "
[12]

 

While I question whether anyone would be able to meet this
requirement and therefore we must all repent and then rest in the
Lord, there is still profit in remembering the warning. God wants
us to repent of all our sins.

 

 

February 21, 2006

 

Mark 13:27 

And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather
together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of
the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

 

This passage is obviously prophetic of the days after the
Tribulation when our Lord will come to establish His earthly
kingdom. Those who are believers and have survived the Tribulation
will be gathered together with those who have gone on the glory
before.

 

I keyed in on two things today; first the term "His
elect" and secondly "gather
together." Verse 20 tells us that the elect are those
"whom He hath chosen." I am confident that our Saviour would that
all men would be saved. However when we speak to those who are
saved it becomes obvious that God has been at work in their loves a
very long time. Most of us can recall witness after witness,
experience after experience; each one drawing us closer to the
point where we got saved. It is as if He had been gathering us
together unto Him most of, and in fact, all of our lives until the
day we recognized our need and cried out to Him for saving
grace.

 

Angels can refer to men who are about the business of witnessing
since the word simply means "messengers" but in this instance it is
clear these are heavenly beings. How we need a fresh ingathering
even today of the elect. We need in our church an infusion of newly
saved souls who 0nly recently realized their election.

 

Oh Lord give us a harvest!

 

February 22, 2006

 

Ezekiel 22:30 

And I sought for a man among them, that should make
up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I
should not destroy it: but I found none.

 

Sin in our world has broken down the hedge of protection and
left a huge gap in the wall whereby judgment strikes at our world.
The desperate need of the day, in fact the earnest desire of the
Lord is for one who will stand in that gap and, through prayer,
prevent God's judgment.

 


	Our families are being destroyed through
divorce

	Our nation is being destroyed through compromise with
wickedness

	Our people are being destroyed through the bondages of
sin



 

Is there no-one who can turn this judgment around?

Is there no-one who will make it their business to pray for
God's mercy?

 

There comes a day when it is too late and the judgment of God
must fall. In that day there is consolation that God protects those
who sighed and cried for the sins of the people.

 

 

 

 

February 23, 2006

 

Ezekiel 24:24 

Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all
that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know
that I am the Lord GOD.

 

The man of God was asked to do a hard thing; God took his
beloved wife from him in death and then instructed him not to mourn
her loss. He was not to cry out loud, he was not to accept the
bread men gave to try to comfort him in his loss. He was to accept
his as from the Lord.

 

God said that the purpose was to be a sign to Jerusalem that
they would suffer great loss and would not grieve over it. I am
always taken aback by the passage because Ezekiel had to live with
the consequences for the rest of his life. What a price is
this!

 

But this passage does not have to be taken as oppressive. God
also gives grace. What is more important to see is that God used
Ezekiel


	As a sign to the people

	As an example



 

God wants to do the very same with each of us. Paul said it like
this

2 Cor 3:2-3

Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and
read of all men:

Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the
epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy
tables of the heart.

 

Although he did not say that the Corinthians were a sign but
rather an epistle or letter, the truth is the same, God uses those
of us who are saved to teach the world who the Lord is and what His
goals are. In the midst of challenge of allowing God to use us, we
have the blessed assurance of His grace to get through it and the
hope of rewards in heaven.

 

February 24, 2006

 

Luke 1:13 

But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias:
for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a
son, and thou shalt call his name John.

 

It struck me today that Zacharias was still praying for a child
even though as Gill says it, "..being in such an advanced age, and
having for years past given up all hopes of one, and was even
unbelieving… "[13] It may be taken two
ways;


	One, he had prayed long ago and, though he had now
quit, God just heard and answered

	Two, he had never quit praying, hoping against hope for
the blessing of answered prayer on this issue.



 

I see this as a marvelous illustration of importunate
prayer.


	He prayed for years and years

	He prayed even when the natural possibility of the
answer was past

	He prayed even when his own heart had quit believing
the prayer could be answered.



 

Perhaps he read and reread the account of Abraham and Sarah who
were delivered of a child when it was physically impossible and
claimed that as his text in prayer. Perhaps his text was that of
Elkanah and Hannah. Over the years he continued to pray "hoping
against hope" that God would answer. And God did answer.

 

The lesson of me today is never to quit praying.

 

February 25, 2006

 

Luke 2:37 

And she was a widow of about fourscore and four
years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with
fastings and prayers night and day.

 

Sometimes we get the wrong impression about what serving God
really is.

 

It is not impossible for us to think that serving God means


	Being a pastor

	Being a missionary

	Being a Christian School teacher

	Being in some other form of "full time
service"



 

It might be that we think of serving God in terms of


	Teaching a Sunday school class

	Working on a bus route

	Working in the Jr Church

	Singing in the choir



Or some other organized group ministry.

 

And all of those are service and they are very important. But
thinking in those terms of Christian service we might forget some
of the more basic, and essential forms of service. Anna the
prophetess served God, the Bible says through fastings and prayers.
There is a third form of service, more subtle in the text, and that
is that she "departed not from the
Temple." It does not mean that she never left but
that she was there every time there was a service. She did not
neglect the assembling of God's people together. She was faithful
to the House of God.

 

The most needful forms of service are probably not those that we
think so much about. The needful forms of service are more likely
these;


	Faithfulness in church

	Consistent prayer and

	Regular fastings.



 

February 26, 2006

 

Luke 3:4 

As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias
the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.

 

John the Baptist's job was not to fill in valleys, level
mountains and straighten crooked streets. His task was to prepare
the hearts of people to receive the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

He did this task with relative success. When Christ arrived
there was an immediate following because of the work of John the
Baptist. However, there were also failures. Some, probably most,
did not accept John's message and he properly rebuked them.

 

John's success or failure was in both cases primarily the result
of who well the people had prepared themselves spiritually. Those
who honestly sought the Lord saw the Lord through John's ministry.
Those who minds and hearts were more tuned to their own plan were
blinded and could not see the Lord even though He was so clearly
there.

 

What we need is to prepare our own hearts to receive what Jesus
Christ has for us. Sometimes our flesh will kick at the things God
has for us to do and learn. Sometimes our minds will not grasp them
very well. Ours is to prepare the way so we can get the best
benefit from the Lord.

 

When we come to church, if we have prepared the way;


	If we have spent time in prayer

	If we have meditated upon the Word of God

	If we have captured our imaginations so we can let
Christ speak to us



We will then get so much more out of our time in the house of
God.

 

February 27, 2006

 

Luke 4:43 

And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of
God to other cities also: for therefore am I
sent.

 

This passage attaches itself to the decision that stands before
the church right now. Last night I presented to our church the
opportunity to help Heritage Baptist Church of The Dalles with a
building there. The opportunity involves us giving them $150,000 of
our building fund so they can cash out a church building there. The
building is worth about twice as much as they will pay for it and
they can divide off 3 acres and sell that to repay those churches
and others who help them in the purchase.

 

Here is the way I see it. We raised the building fund money for
the church in Puyallup. It is our desire to see our own building go
up. But this is the Lord's church and it is the Lord's money. He
sees needs not only in Puyallup, but in Arlington, where we helped
Brother Stiff's church last year with $70,000 dollars and in The
Dalles, where we now have this opportunity.

 

Just as the people of Capernaum would have liked it if Jesus had
stayed in their city (and good things would have happened in that
city if He had stayed, I am sure) Jesus saw needs in other cities
also. He still sees those needs so He still refuses to allow His
resources to be confined to one place. The money we have raised is
not our money, it is His money. He can divert it where He
chooses.

 

February 28, 2006

 

Proverbs 28:20 

A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he
that maketh haste to be rich shall not be
innocent.

 

I saw in this verse a contrast between wealth and blessings.
Sometimes our goals are not right.


	We want prosperity

	We want goods

	We want tangible items

	We want riches we can hold on to



 

God offers blessings. God's goals for us are of the sort that
last for all of eternity. He wants us to have


	The benefit of His fellowship

	The blessing of camaraderie with believers the joy of
knowing our sins are forgiven

	The peace that comes when we know God is in
control



 

So to there is a contrast between faithfulness and haste. How
much better it is to be consistent, firm, and reliable than to be a
"flash in the pan" who comes on the scene with big ideas but
fizzles out in a short season.

 

Right goals, sought for in faithful consistency brings us the
greatest blessings in life.

 

 

March 1, 2006

 

Luke 6:38 

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure,
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give
into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it
shall be measured to you again.

 

Adam Clarke says of this verse, "… .Let us give, neither out of
mere human generosity, nor out of vanity, nor from interest, but
for the sake of God, if we would have him place it to account… .."
I am sure that God's promise is sure. I am positive that God will
keep this promise. But God is under no obligation to keep a promise
to us when we have done our part for selfish, manipulative or
worldly motives.

 

As Clarke suggests, the reason to give is for the sake of the
Lord. His priorities must become ours. His goals must be our
goals.

 

We give not so that we can get but so His work can go forward.
As we set His purposes above our own, then God promises to make our
needs His priority.

 

March 2, 2006

 

Ezekiel 38:23 

Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and
I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know
that I am the LORD.

 

Although the passage is set in a very bloody setting, there is a
principle that is inescapable; that is God's desire to be known
among the nations.

 


	More important than our comforts

	More important than our possessions

	More important than our reputations

	More important than our personal
successes



To the Lord is that His name be known in the eyes of many
nations.

 

There is no way to get past the missions emphasis of this text.
God will use pestilence and blood, sword and fire.

 

God is jealous over this cause - that He be known in the eyes of
many nations.

 

So it seems to me that the best way to get on God's side is to
make this a priority in our lives too. Maybe many of the struggles
we have in life are a struggle between the priorities of God and
our own. If we would settle in that God’s priorities are right –
especially His goal that more people know Him (or at least of Him)
– we would find that there would be far more peace and contentment
in our own lives.

 

 

 

March 3, 2006

 

Luke 8:3 

And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and
Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him of their
substance.

 

The passage answers a question concerning how to minister to the
Lord; of your substance - your properties and possessions. The word
means, “that which we have.”  This week is missions conference
week at our church and it is important for us to get the message
that God views our physical gifts to the work of God as ministry
unto Him.

 

My mind went to Matthew 25:35-40

For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me
in:

Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave
thee drink?

When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or
naked, and clothed thee?

Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came
unto thee?

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
(KJV)

 

Whenever we give in ministry to the people of God the Lord sees
that as ministry to himself. It made me think of this; whenever we
give to meet the needs of the missionary, we are ministering to so
many more than just that missionary.


	Money given to Lance Hohenstreet ministers to men and
women in prison

	Money given to Mike Karch ministers to souls in
Kennewick

	Money give to Clayton McCurdy ministers to souls in
Moldova.



 

And in every case it ministers to the Lord.

 

March 4, 2006

 

Luke 9:13 

But he said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they
said, We have no more but five loaves and two fishes; except we
should go and buy meat for all this people.

 

Still missions week. Some things are obvious from the text:

First, the disciples saw the need of
the multitude. They recognized that these people would need
provision. It is impossible to be an honest person and not see the
need in the world today. The rub comes in where that needs is to be
met. They wanted to turn the people loose to find their own way.
Jesus wanted to use them to meet the needs of these people.

Second, the disciples saw they had no
natural ability to meet the need. They only had a small amount of
resource and they implied they could not have purchased enough food
for the crowd. It is unlikely they had the money to buy enough food
to feed five thousand.

Third, these limitations were no
concern to the Lord. He organized the crowds, blessed what
resources they had and set the disciples at work sharing it.

 

The work of worldwide missions is absolutely beyond us but that
is of no concern to the Lord. His plan still works.


	If we will give Him what we have

	If we will allow Him to bless it

	If we will divide the work among many and

	If we will obey His instructions and set our portion
before the multitudes



He is abundantly able to meet the need with more to spare.

 

March 5, 2006

 

Luke 10:1 

After these things the Lord appointed other seventy
also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and
place, whither he himself would come.

 

The obvious lesson here is that Jesus uses people to prepare
cities for His coming. It was true in His physical life on this
earth. It is true still today.

 

A couple of observations:

One; these were seventy, not just the
apostles. Since there were only 120 on the day of Pentecost, it is
most likely that these seventy were selected out of those who would
be that 120 and not out of the multitudes that followed Him for the
sake of His miracles but abandoned Him when He message got harder
to swallow. Nevertheless, the work of going to "every
city and place whither He Himself would come" was not
just the calling of the twelve. We should consider it our calling
too.

 

Two; vs 16 completes His instructions
to these seventy before they went out. He says, "He
that heareth you heareth me; he that despiseth you despiseth me;
and he that despiseth me despiseth Him that sent me."
I have always heard preachers say that whenever someone rejects the
Gospel we preach they did not reject us, but the Lord. Here is
Biblical support of that. What incredible authority we have as we
go in His name.

 

Rejection is never pleasant, but if we remember whom we
represent it will be much easier to accept.

 

March 6, 2006

 

Ezekiel 44:23 

And they shall teach my people the difference
between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the
unclean and the clean.

 

This obviously applies first to the office of the Old Testament
priest. It is interesting to me that this section of Ezekiel reads
very similarly to the Exodus through Numbers; all the way from the
construction of the Temple (of course in the earlier books it was
the Tabernacle) through the clothing of the priests and their
duties. What was genuinely the Jewish heritage had been completely
lost. I think it speaks more of our day and of the Millennial
Kingdom than of Ezekiel’s day and when the Jews returned under
Zerubbabel. Today there is almost no likeness to the priesthood of
the Old Testament in Jewish culture.

 

There is also an application that works for the preacher today.
his task is to teach the people of God the difference between what
is holy and what is not, what is unclean and what is clean. The
world is in such wickedness that most of us have no discernment
concerning those things - from the clothing that we wear to the
entertainment that we partake in, we have a difficulty seeing what
is holy before God and what is not.  The word
"teach" means "to point out" or
"to take aim with the finger." We need some good
finger pointing preachers today!

 

March 7, 2006

 

Ezekiel 46:18 

Moreover the prince shall not take of the people's
inheritance by oppression, to thrust them out of their possession;
but he shall give his sons inheritance out of his own possession:
that my people be not scattered every man from his
possession.

 

I do not pretend to comprehend all that this passage is teaching
but I do see this truth; God does not want the possessions of His
people scattered. In the eternal sense this speaks of our soul's
security. Once we possess the gift of eternal life it is ours
forever and can never be taken from us. In the physical sense it
may refer to the fact that God's people should be the kind that
keep walking in and living in grace.

 

The context of the chapter has to do with the law that the
possession of the prince could never be removed from him and the
purpose of that was so he would not be tempted to extract a
possession from the people. Those who are in spiritual authority
need to remember that their possessions are all heavenly and of
much better sort than this world could ever provide. We just do not
need to try to get things from God's people for our own
benefit.

 

March 8, 2006

 

Ezekiel 48:35 

It was round about eighteen thousand
measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD
is there.

 

The book of Ezekiel spends the majority of is final chapters
dealing with the measurements of the Temple and a description of
the proper form of worship in it. One suspects throughout the
reading that God must not be speaking about the Temple rebuilt by
Zerubbabel at the end of the Babylonian captivity. That becomes
very apparent in Ezekiel 47 where the river flows from the Temple
and heals the waters of the desert. This is a description of the
Temple in the New Jerusalem!

 

Ezekiel's book ends with my passage for the day and especially
the words, "… the name of the city from that day shall
be, the LORD is there."  What a day it will be
when we finally arrive in that city. What a wonderful day when we
stand before the Lord Jesus Christ and He is there. Oh Lord, come
quickly!

 

As I meditated upon this passage it occurred to me that I have a
few other places that I would like to be named, "The
LORD is there."

 

I would like my church to be called
"the LORD is there."

It is the greatest goal of mine that people enter our church and
at once recognize that this is the house of the Lord and He is
here.

I would like my home to be called,
"the LORD is there."

When Anita and I are home alone, I want it to be that we know we
are in the presence of Almighty God. When friends come to visit, I
would love for them to experience the presence of God in our
home.

I would like my life to be called,
"the LORD is there."

So that when people observe my manners and life, they will know
beyond a doubt that I live in the presence of my Saviour.

 

March 9, 2006

 

Luke 14:33 

So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

 

A person has to make decisions in life. What is most important?
Being saved is an easy step to take. All it requires is a sense of
your own helplessness and the faith to believe Jesus cane forgive
your sins. Being a disciple is a totally different story.
Discipleship costs.

 

So we have to ask ourselves some very important questions;


	What place will Christ have in our lives

	Which life will we want to be the fullest, this
temporal one today or the eternal one tomorrow?

	Who can best direct our lives, ourselves or the Lord
Jesus Christ?

	How true is the Bible and how much impact will we allow
it to have in our lives?



 

Jesus said that discipleship costs all that we have. No less. Am
I willing to pay that price?

 

March 10, 2006

 

Luke 15:7 

I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just
persons, which need no repentance.

 

I mentioned this passage in my message Wednesday night. God sees
people as really only one of two classes; those who are saved and
those who are lost. If we saw people in that same light it would
change our priorities. It is because God only sees people as lost
and saved:


	Not as wealthy and poor

	Not as educated and uneducated

	Not as black and white

	Not as respectable and not respectable



But only as saved or lost, that He teaches the value of the one
lost soul.

 

In fact the implication o f the text is that God is more
concerned for the lost soul than He is for the saved soul. The
saved is taken care of. His need is completely met in Jesus Christ.
While he may have hurdles to overcome on this earth, he has
heavenly rewards awaiting him. So God's real concern is not for him
but for the one still lost out in the world, still facing eternal
judgment, still dead and condemned in his sin.

 

Our priorities need to change.

 

March 11, 2006

 

Daniel 4:32 

And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling
shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat
grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou
know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it
to whomsoever he will.

 

God has great interest in our remembering who the sovereign is.
In Nebuchadnezzar's case, God reduced him to living like a beast of
the field until he acknowledged the God of heaven. In his son,
Belshazzar's case, God killed him and gave his kingdom to another
nation for just about the same thing. In both cases the issue has
to do with who rules in the kingdoms of men. God clearly
demonstrates that it is not men, but God himself.

 

This, I am sure is not only true in political kingdoms but in
spiritual, social, and economical leaderships as well. It is God
who sets up and it is God who casts down. It is God who blesses the
leadership of one over another and while all of us may enhance our
position in life through obedience to the Lord we must be very
careful of two wrongs


	One, claiming responsibility for our
successes

	Two, criticizing another for his.



 

Praise the Lord for whatever blessing He chooses to give and
thank the Lord if He chooses to remove some of those blessings for
whatever reason He may see fit.

 

 

March 12, 2006

 

Luke 17:24 

For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one
part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so
shall also the Son of man be in his day.

 

Lightening is both wonderful and horrible. It is beautiful to
watch from a distance but also deadly to those whom it touches.
This passage, referring to Jesus' return implies

First, the judgment that will
accompany it as Jesus defeats anti-Christ and his armies and then
judges the lost before He establishes His kingdom

Second, the visibility of His coming.
Some of the Jews still think the Messiah is yet to come to
Jerusalem and only be seen by them. Revelations says "every eye
shall see Him."

Third, The suddenness and
unpredictability of His coming. Lightening is both quick and
completely unpredictable. Though the signs can tells us His coming
is imminent, there is no way to know exactly when or where. Some
say He will break through the eastern sky. I just know He is
coming.

 

The last three words are "in His day." How I long for that
day!

 

March 13, 2006

 

Proverbs 13:7 

There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing:
there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great
riches.

 

Pro 13:10 

Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well
advised is wisdom.

 

Proverbs 13:7 is my focus but I put with it verse 10 for a check
and balance.

 

Verse 7 can have a negative application. There are some who
pretend to be rich when they really have nothing. They are fakers,
liars. To them everything is show. Their heart may be under deep
burden, but they fain to be light hearted. They might be mean and
hateful, toward another, but they pretend to be a great friend. And
some pretend to be poor who are in reality very wealthy. Americans
probably do this habitually. We have so much more than the rest of
the world but we think we are but poor people.

 

Verse 7 can also have a positive application. I have known many
who seem to have much of this world's goods but whose hearts are
filled with grief. Material possessions and financial gain can
never give a person the things that truly make one content and
happy in life. I have also known many who have very little of this
world's goods but who are a very content and happy people.

 

Sometimes our desire for things so blinds us that we cannot see
what would bring the greatest wealth;


	Peace,

	Joy and

	Contentment.



We cling to and pursue the material worldly wealth to the point
of being spiritually and emotionally impoverished. That is where
verse 10 comes in to play.  The well advised man will have
counsel that helps him see where his own priorities are. The well
advised man will seek the counsel of others to bring things into a
proper perspective so he may see what things he ought to release
for the sake of spiritual wealth and when he ought to keep guard
and hold for the sake of what is right.

 

March 14, 2006

 

Daniel 12:3 

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the
stars for ever and ever.

 

While the book of Daniel is very prophetic it is of little doubt
but that we may apply this verse to any time.  The wise is a
term used generally in the Bible to refer to those who
"serve God and keep His
commandments."[14]
"They that turn many to righteousness"
are those who are soul winners; who work to turn the lost to faith
in Christ. And by the way, the two go together. The one who serves
God and keeps His commandments would be inclined to lead others to
Christ and those who lead others to Christ could not do it without
the blessings of God upon their life which can only come from
serving God and keeping His commandments.

 

God blesses both with a brightness that must surely come only
from Christ.


	He is the light of the world.

	He is described as having a countenance “as the sun
shineth in his strength.”

	When He was transfigured on the mount, His face did
shine as the sun and

	When He appeared to Saul of Tarsus on the way to
Damascus the Bible says, "there shined a light round about him
from heaven."

	When we get to the New Jerusalem we will discover that
there is no need for the sun to lighten it because Jesus Christ
will be the light



 

And here the Lord says those of us who pursue Him and who seek
to lead others to do that same will shine as Jesus shines.

 

March 15, 2006

 

Hosea 1:7 

But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and
will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save them by
bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by
horsemen.

 

The word mercy in this verse is one that, according to Strong's
Concordance, means "To fondle, by implication to love." What
expressive language God uses to speak of those whom He places His
love upon. God's love for His children is not some sterile,
technical thing but hands on.


	It is real

	It is intimate

	It is tender.



Psalm 69:16

Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good:
turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender
mercies.

 

Mercy is more than merely escaping judgment. It is being lifted
to a new relationship. It is not God simply choosing to withhold
punishment; it is His choosing to pour upon us His love.

 

What a wonderful thing to be loved of God.

 

March 16, 2006

 

Luke 21:19 

In your patience possess ye your
souls.

 

John Wesley's Commentary says this;

Be calm and serene, masters of yourselves, and superior to all
irrational and disquieting passions. By keeping the government of
your spirits, you will both avoid much misery, and guard the better
against all dangers.[15]

 

The context of the passage is obviously concerning the Jews who
will face the trials of the Tribulation under Antichrist. The
horrors of the day can only be imagined. The descriptions given in
the Word of God are sufficient to stir those imaginations to their
max. Jesus' instructions to those who endure that Tribulation is
patiently endure it and they will eventually gain the victory.

 

Wesley's comments though help us make application today. How
many of our troubles in this hour come upon us because we do not
govern our passions aright?


	We grow angry and say things we later regret but can
never take back.

	In fury we do things to others, our children or our
spouse, that irreparably damages our relationship with
them.

	Our desire to possess something might overwhelm us and
lead to theft.



In every case, it is the lack of governing our passions that
leads to the trouble we experience because of it.

 

 

March 17, 2006

 

Hosea 6:3 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the
LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the
earth.

 

Here is the gist of the passage: Those who know the Lord and
pursue an even greater knowledge of Him shall be rewarded.


	As surely as the sun rises in the morning

	As surely as the rains fall in the autumn

	As surely as they come again in the
spring



So surely can the child of God expect that he that follows on to
know the Lord will find his relationship with the Lord growing.

 

Clarke’s Commentary says, “As surely as the sun, who is now set,
is running his course to arise on us in the morning, and make a
glorious day after a dreary night, so surely shall the Lord come
again from his place, and the Sun of righteousness shall arise on
our souls with healing in his wings. He is already on his way to
save us.”[16]

 

Even so come, Lord Jesus!

 

 

 

March 18, 2006

 

Luke 23:23 

And they were instant with loud voices, requiring
that he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief
priests prevailed.

 

The Word of God teaches both through positive and negative
illustrations, principles of godly leadership. Pilate's story
provides a negative illustration. Pilate examined Jesus Christ and
by his own testimony (vs 14) had determined that there was no fault
in Jesus concerning those things they had accused Him of. His
judgment was that Jesus should be released.

 

But the Word of God says that those in his audience (the chief
priests, rulers and people of vs 13) raised their voices and
through their tone, their voices prevailed and overpowered Pilate's
decision. Pilate buckled from doing what was right because of the
unified voices of those who wanted to see Jesus crucified.

 

Seems like there will always be a crowd who is willing to lift
their voices against what is right. Leaders have to decide that
right is right and right must prevail.

 

Then, we who are Christians need to face the fact that there
will always be those voices tempting us to abandon our convictions
and follow them into their sins.


	Sometimes the voices will prevail through their sheer
numbers

	Sometimes the voice will attempt to prevail through a
threatening tone

	Sometimes it might be an enticing tone

	Sometimes the voice will try to prevail through
persistence



We have to determine that right is right and by the grace of God
we will not let those voices prevail.

 

This lesson can be turned around for good uses too. If voices
can prevail to cause a man who knows right to do wrong, surely
voices can also prevail to turn one who is doing wrong to the
right. As believers our place is to lift our voices and so speak
that those who are caught in sin may be freed.

 

March 19, 2006

 

Hosea 10:12 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy;
break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till
he come and rain righteousness upon you.

 

There had been plenty of years of sin in Israel. God's word to
them now is that they begin to sow righteousness. It was time that
they turn from their sins and begin doing the right. This does not
imply that the blessings of God were going to come right then, but
that they would come. It was time for them to seek the Lord and
prepare themselves for the day when the Lord would come and
"rain righteousness upon" them.

 

The farmer knows he has to wait once he sows. But he also knows
that if he sows he will get his harvest. Likewise we may be assured
that if we sow to ourselves righteousness we will eventually reap
in mercy and if we seek the Lord we will one day experience God's
rain of righteousness upon us.

 

I want to do my part


	Sow righteousness

	Break up my fallow ground (be tender toward the
Lord)

	Seek the Lord



And rest in Him for the harvest and the rain.

 

March 20, 2006

 

John 1:12 

But as many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name:

 

The word power in this verse is one that means privilege or
competency. It is rendered authority, liberty and strength. It also
has to do with mastery and influence.

 

More than anything in this world I want to know what it means to
have power for God. It is not so much that I want to have a power
that can be used for my own purposes but that I could have power
that influences people for the right. I assume that much breaking
must take place before that can possibly happen so that it might
seem that the person who has the power has no power.

 

Heavenly Father I pray you make me the man of God this world
needs.

 

March 21, 2006

 

Hosea 14:2 

Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto
him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we
render the calves of our lips.

 

Barnes: "… ..what seems the cheapest of all, which any may have,
without cost to their substance; “words;” worthless, as mere words;
precious when from the heart; words of confession and prayer,
blending humility, repentance, confession, entreaty and praise of
God… .But with these words, they were also to turn inwardly “and
turn unto the Lord,” with your whole heart, and not your lips
alone."[17]

 

We often hear of the power of words. Words can break a person's
heart. They can encourage a man in a difficult time. Words will
inspire an athlete to win. Words give us the Gospel message. Here
it is that God want us to take with us words when we come to Him.
He is not as interested in our sacrifices and offerings as He is in
the "calves of our lips" the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving.
More important than a sin offering is a genuine confession of sin.
More valuable than our own attempts to quit sin is our earnest
prayer to the Lord that He take away all our iniquity.

 

Surely those words must come from a heart that is broken and
surrendered before the Lord, but those words are the things God
looks for.

 

 

 

March 22, 2006

 

Joel 2:12 

Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to
me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and
with mourning:

 

Gill, "… serious repentance is never too late… "[18]

 

God had pronounced through the prophet serious judgment upon
Israel as can be seen in just the preceding verse, Joel 2:11

 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his
army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth
his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and
who can abide it?

Certainly the threat was real. The cup of their iniquity was to
the top and judgment was about to fall from the Lord. Yet in this
terrible circumstance comes the call once more from heaven,
"Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me
with all your heart… " What mercy and grace!

 

God asks for four things as a part of this repentance: That it
be

"with all your heart"

It is the whole heart that the Lord wants

 

"And with fasting"

This sign of denial of the body is more important than we give
it today

 

"And with weeping"

There ought to be tears for our sins for agony over the doom we
deserve

 

"And with mourning"

The term literally means "to beat the breast." It is a habit of
the Orientals to show sorrow by beating upon their breast.

 

When facing the judgment of God the appropriate response is to
urn to Him, not with fake victory but with genuine grief for our
sin. Repentance is returning to the Lord, to get back where He is,
not to get Him to where we are.

 

March 23, 2006

 

John 4:36-37 

And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth
fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that
reapeth may rejoice together.

And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and
another reapeth.

 

I am reminded of 1 Cor 12:18-22

But now hath God set the members every one of them
in the body, as it hath pleased him.

And if they were all one member, where were the
body?

But now are they many members, yet but one
body.

And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need
of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of
you.

Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem
to be more feeble, are necessary: (KJV)

 

There is no doubt but that it is much more satisfying to reap
than sow. Whenever I plant my garden, I do so with the anticipation
of the harvest. There would be no joy in sowing if I could never
reap the crop in its time. I even enjoy planting things like
radishes more than corn because, even though I enjoy eating corn
more than radishes, I get to reap radishes more often and sooner
than I do the corn. Reaping is much more enjoyable that sowing.

 

Nevertheless if there were no sowing there could never be a
harvest. And what role our Saviour chooses to give us is His
business, not ours because they are His fields. So what if the
master chooses one to do the sowing and another one to do the
reaping? The wages are not earthly anyway, they are heavenly and
the Bible says both receive the same wages.

 

 

 

 

 

March 24, 2006

 

Amos 4:13 

For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth
the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh
the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the
earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.

 

JFB, "… The God with whom thou hast to do is the Omnipotent
Maker of things seen, such as the stupendous mountains,
and of things too subtle to be seen, though of powerful
agency, as the “wind.”[19]

 

How wonderful is our God!


	He is the Maker of the things seen

	He is the Originator of the things not
seen

	He is the Sustainer of the world and our life on
it

	He is the Giver of His Holy Word

	He is the One who treads the highest
places



 

The LORD, the God of hosts, is His
name.

 

Glory to His name

 

March 25, 2006

 

Proverbs 25:11 

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
pictures of silver.

 

Let's focus a little on the word "fitly."

 

Webster's says it means

1. Suitably; properly; with propriety.

2. Commodiously; conveniently.

 

Strong's concordance puts two definitions together for this, the
combination of the two being something like "to revolve
upon." The commentaries almost all have it as “a
word spoken upon its wheels." 

 

Strong's Concordance also says it means "a
season." Sometimes we will hear a comment about the
weather similar to "this is unseasonably cold weather." There is a
time when sun, rain, snow, cold, even wind all have there place,
but when those things are out of their season they can be
devastating.


	An early cold snap will freeze crops before the
harvest.

	An unseasonably hot season will parch the produce
before it can grow to full maturity.

	A hailstorm in the wrong season will destroy the
wheat.



 

But


	Let the rains come in their proper season

	Let the warm summer days come in their due
course

	Let the cold winter snows blanket the ground and slowly
seep life giving moisture deep into the soils and



There can be little better. Andso our words. The right word
spoken at the proper time is such a blessing to the soul but spoken
in a different season could bring devastation.

 

Lord teach us to how to speak fitly.

 

March 26, 2006

 

John 7:17 

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of
myself.

 

The People’s New Testament Commentary says of this
passage, "The difficulty is in the way of the Jews recognizing the
teaching of Jesus as divine, was that they were not willing to do
God's will. This spirit of disobedience is the source of most, if
not all, skepticism. Unbelief is due, not to the head, but to the
heart. "[20]

 

Our world is filled with skepticism and confusion concerning
what is the true doctrine of Christ.


	Liberals who teach that we are basically
good

	Legalists who force their rules upon their
followers

	Charismatics who basically let anything go so long as
you are sending them money

	Armenians who insist you must work to keep
saved

	Calvinists who insist you can't even ask to be
saved



On and on can go the list of teachings and counter teachings
that are associated with Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself tells us where
to find the true doctrine; it is in our willingness to do the will
of God.

 

Barnes says, "Literally, if any man wills or is willing to do
the will of God. If there is a disposition in anyone to do that
will, though he should not be able perfectly to keep His
commandments. To do the will of God is to obey His commandments; to
yield our hearts and lives to His requirements. A disposition to do
His will is a readiness to yield our intellects, our feelings, and
all that we have entirely to Him, to be governed according to His
pleasure."[21]

 

I am reminded of Cornelius, whose desire was to know God and God
sent a Peter to make the Lord known to him; when we desire to know
the Lord, He makes sure He is made known. I may not understand ever
truth in the Bible; I may have some difficulty comprehending every
doctrine or knowing completely God's will for my life, but when I
willing yield to do the will of God, He assumes responsibility to
lead me into truth.

 

March 27, 2006

 

Obadiah 1:21 

And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge
the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the
LORD'S.

 

I don't pretend to understand who these saviours are completely.
Some say they would have been men such as


	Zerubbabel

	Ezra

	Nehemiah who returned from the captivity.



Some say it speaks of a time like the days of the judges when
there was no king but only regional leaders.

 

The passage gives us a definite time for this; during the reign
of Jesus Christ. So this must be a millennial passage. And it could
be that the saviours are we who are Christians and who will be
called upon to rule and reign with the Lord.

 

The word means to free, to open wide, to succor. What a
privilege we have as the children of God today to open wide the
prison bars and show people the way of salvation and escape. What a
joy it is to succor and comfort and console those who are the
children of God but who need someone to come along side of
them.

 

And what a day that will be when Jesus we shall see. When the
kingdom will in fact be, the LORD's.

 

March 28, 2006

 

Jonah 2:8 

They that observe lying vanities forsake their own
mercy.

 

What a wonderful thing is the mercy of God. I doubt we ever
really appreciate how often God's mercy has spared us judgment
deserved and we did not even realize it.

 

God's mercy


	Spares us of judgment

	Provides us with favour

	Causes us to enjoy God's kindness and

	Builds in us godliness



 

Yet when we observe lying vanities,


	When we choose to do things our way

	When we heed the counsel and wishes of others over
God

	When we let our own reasoning persuade us to forsake
the way of the Lord



Then we forsake the mercies God has reserved for us.

 

Jonah had four times he could be terrified in the ship


	First in the storm itself

	Second as the men as the men cast lots to see what was
causing the storm

	Third as they decided to cast him into the
sea

	Finally, as he was swallowed by the fish



In every case he had "forsaken his own
mercy." None of this would have come upon him had he
simply obeyed the Lord in the first place.

 

But God's mercy extended beyond what is imaginable in preserving
his life inside the fish. I can hardly think of what Jonah must
have thought would happen to him inside that fish. Surely he did
not expect to be vomited up safe on the land. Yet in the fish,
Jonah began to praise the Lord.

 

Lord, teach us to obey You and forsake the vanities of this
world!

 

 

March 29, 2006

 

Jonah 3:1-2 

And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second
time, saying,

Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach
unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

 

How wonderful is the graciousness of God that this man


	Who had refused the call of God

	Who had run from the will of God

	Who had experienced the chastening of God



Would hear the Word of God a second time.

 

However the Word of God had not changed. The message was exactly
the same as it was before and the commission was exactly the same.
God graciously gave him His Word again, but God insisted that His
message not change.

 

I know from reading the rest of the story that Jonah did not
like the commission any better the second time than he did the
first. But the second time he did obey. And the second time souls
were spared because of it.

 

God's call upon us is not predicated upon our approval of that
call. God has a work that needs to be done and when He calls us to
do it


	No amount of negotiating

	No amount of fighting

	No amount of fleeing will change it.



 Our best course of action is simply to obey. If we do not
see personal rewards on earth, we'll have great rewards in
glory.

 

It costs us to give everything to follow God; God offers us
everything when we follow Him.

 

March 30, 2006

 

John 11:36 

Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved
him!

 

I loved this phrase from JFB, " We thank you, O ye visitors from
Jerusalem, for this spontaneous testimony to the human
tenderness of the Son of God."[22]

 

There are at least three professions of the love of Christ in
this chapter (vs 3, 5, 36). Mary and Martha and Lazarus were not
special to the Lord in the sense that we might suppose; Lazarus was
not an Apostle, they don't appear to be great soul winners (at
least not that the Bible records) there is little about them that
stands out except that Jesus loves them.

 

They had their troubles too, didn't they? We know of the
squabble between Martha and Mary over who was doing the best
service, Martha, feeding people or Mary sitting at the feet of
Jesus. And then Lazarus became sick and died. Their life was
certainly not perfect. But they had this testimony; Jesus loved
them.

 

It might be that today people can see our imperfections our
petty squabbles, our ordinary troubles. I suppose that there is no
way around that. But what really matters will be this, can they
also see that we love the Lord and that He loves us?

 

What a wonderful thing it would be to get to heaven and have
someone there say of Jesus' relationship to me, "Behold how He
loves him."

 

 

March 31, 2006

 

Micah 4:13 

Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will
make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou
shalt beat in pieces many people: and I will consecrate their gain
unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole
earth.

 

This has to be taken into consideration with the whole chapter,
but especially with 11 and 12. The promise to Israel is of a day
when God will bless them once again. It is speaking about the
millennial kingdom of Jesus Christ.  What a day that will be
when the kingdom will be established and people shall flow into
it!

 

Verse 11 acknowledges that there are enemies to the things of
God. But God encourages the hearts of Israel to arise and thresh;
to get busy for the Lord. God will strengthen them against their
enemies and give them great victory so that the gain and substance
of the enemy will one day belong instead to the Lord. I imagine
this is speaking about the final battle that takes place at the end
of the thousand year reign, when Satan is loosed for a little
season.

 

There is an application we can make for ourselves today, at
least in principle. This is a great day for we who are the children
of God to arise and thresh; to get busy in the fields of the Lord.
Through the power of the Holy Ghost we can win many souls to
Christ, beat in pieces the chains of sin that bind them so that
they become free to serve the Lord and those things that were gain
and substance of our enemy, Satan, will then be consecrated unto
the Lord.

 

O Lord cause people to "flow into"
Your house as we reach out to win souls and to see their lives
turned around for Christ!

 

April 1, 2006

 

John 13:3 

Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things
into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to
God;

 

Someone once said, "Knowledge is power." That phrase can be used
unwisely, but there is truth in it. Jesus had the power, or the
strength to do what He was called to do, the Bible says, because of
what He knew.

 

He knew He had all things

And so do we. The Bible says we are joint heirs with Jesus
Christ. It is true that we will wait until we get into heaven to
receive them, but so did Jesus Christ.

 

He knew from whence He came

He had no questions who had commissioned Him and His ministry on
this planet. The same can be said of the child of God. Our
salvation and our calling to reach lost souls for Jesus Christ came
from God. It is not our plan or our will; it is the plan and will
of our Heavenly Father that we attempt to reach this world for the
Lord.

 

He knew where He was going

And so do we who are saved. Our life does not end on planet
earth; this is only a training ground for real living. Heaven is
the goal and heaven is a reality.

 

So let's rise up as well. Let's push away from the table and
step out into the mission field for Jesus Christ.

 

 

April 2, 2006

 

Micah 7:9 

I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I
have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute
judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall
behold his righteousness.

 

Sometimes the indignation, the troubles from others, the
afflictions brought on us even by those who would be enemies of
Christ are there because of our own sins.

God is more than capable of pleading our cause and executing
judgment for us, but He often withholds, I think for two
reasons,

First, so the enemy may have
opportunity to get right with God themselves

Secondly because we as His children
must be chastened and corrected for our sin. It is the only way we
will ever gain victory over those sins.

 

But what a wonderful hope;


	The day when God pleads our cause,

	The day He brings us into the light,

	The day we shall behold His
righteousness.



 

Lord let me live for that day. Let my eyes be fixed upon the day
when I no longer walk in the darkness of this world, but live in
the light of the Lord Jesus Christ and behold with my own eyes Your
very righteousness.


	Let that be the only reward I seek.

	Let that be the only rest I desire.

	Let that be my one and only end.



 

 

 

April 3, 2006

 

John 15:2 

Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it
may bring forth more fruit.

 

The commentaries say that this verse describes those who are
false professors of Christ (that bear not fruit) and the true
possessors of Christ (who do bear fruit). I am not sure I agree
with that assessment completely for Jesus Himself says of both in
this passage that they are "in me." However, the commentaries do
make for the easiest interpretation of the passage.

 

Whichever way is true, when going through the purging process
there is comfort in knowing that I have seen at least some fruit in
my spiritual life.

 

Gill says of the purging process, "These are purged or pruned,
chiefly by afflictions and temptations, which are as needful for
their growth and fruitfulness, as the pruning and cutting of the
vines are for theirs; and though these are sometimes sharp, and
never joyous, but grievous, yet they are attended with the
peaceable fruits of righteousness, and so the end of bringing forth
more fruit is answered; for it is not enough that a believer
exercise grace, and perform good works for the present, but these
must remain; or he must be constant herein, and still bring forth
fruit, and add one virtue to another, that it may appear he is not
barren and unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ, in whom he is
implanted."[23] What a statement, "…
sometimes sharp and never joyous… " And yet without this process we
would not continue to produce fruit.

 

Lord, give me grace to go through the pruning!

 

April 4, 2006

 

Habakkuk 2:1 

I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the
tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I
shall answer when I am reproved.

 

Habakkuk lived in the same time as Jeremiah and had essentially
the same message that Babylon was going to capture Jerusalem.
Habakkuk was faithful to preach the message, but was not especially
happy about it.

 

Here is the picture of a broken hearted man. And his response to
the broken heart was

 

Stand upon my watch

In other words he said he would be faithful to his duty. God had
given him a charge, an appointment, and office and Habakkuk said
that he would continue in that office. When the heart is broken,
then the soul is trodden under that is no time to quit though it is
exactly what you feel like doing. Stand your watch.

 

Set me upon the tower

The word tower means


	A hemming

	A stronghold, even

	A besieging.



The idea is that the prophet would allow himself to be fenced in
by God, through some type of solitude alone with God. It could
refer to persevering through trials and afflictions. It means to
let God give you his message it whatever means He chooses.

 

Watch to see what He will say unto
me

In this instance the word watch means


	To observe

	To lean forward

	To await



We are far too hasty in our lives today. We will not wait upon
God to give an answer.

 

Lord teach us to trust You through those times when you hem us
in, when we do not know what else to do but keep doing what we are
called to do and wait on You to answer us otherwise.

 

 

 

April 5, 2006

 

Habakkuk 3:19 

The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my
feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high
places. To the chief singer on my stringed
instruments.

 

This verse must be taken in with at least verses 17-19.
Habakkuk, like Jeremiah prophesied of the captivity of Jerusalem by
Babylon. This of course would be a great trial for the people of
God. Verses 17-19 are lines of determination, "Through the trial I
will rejoice in the Lord. Though it seems like there is no
blessing, I will joy in the God of my salvation. If I have no
fruit, still I will have cause to joy and rejoice because God is my
Saviour."

 

But verse 19 looks past the time of trial and foretells of God's
restoration of His people to their own land. God would give them
the strength not only to endure the trial but to gain back what
they had lost. God would enable them so that they would return home
as swiftly as the deer. God would again bless them and allow them
to walk the streets of their own home, Jerusalem.

 

There are two great hopes in the text

First, there is the hope in the midst of
difficulty.

We do have trials. We have times when it seems like the Lord is
so distant and the dreams God has placed in our hearts are
vanished. In those times we still have cause to rejoice and joy
because of our salvation and because of what Jesus Christ has done
for us.

 

Secondly, there is the hope of a swift end for our
trial.

Though it may seem long now, when the trials are over it never
fails but that they seem like they got over so quickly. Like the
mother whose travail is so stressing in the delivery of the baby,
in only a short time after, she will acknowledge the travail, but
make light of it. So with our troubles. They do get over and once
they are over we will know that they were really no big deal.

 

April 6, 2006

 

Zephaniah 1:14 

The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and
hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty
man shall cry there bitterly.

 

The immediate interpretation of this passage has to do with the
destruction of Jerusalem and its captivity by Babylon. This
judgment the prophet calls "the great day of the
Lord." No judgment is pleasant but is none the less
of the Lord.

 

The passage reminds me though that there is another great day of
the Lord coming. It too "hasteth greatly"
that day when Jesus comes again.

 

I was thinking, it could be that when He comes in the clouds to
call the saints to glory is more of a judgment than when He comes
at the end of the Tribulation.


	His coming in the clouds will signal beginning of the
terrible things that define the Tribulation Period.

	His coming at the end of the Tribulation, there will be
a great battle, but the purpose of His coming will be to establish
peace.



 

Either way, the day of the Lord hasteth
greatly, and I for one don't believe it could be soon
enough.

 

April 7, 2006

 

Zephaniah 3:12 

I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted
and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the
LORD.

 

I have in mind the beatitudes of Jesus Christ

Matt 5:3-10

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted.

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the
earth.

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God.

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God.

Blessed are they which are persecuted for
righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

 

Once again we see that God views things differently than do we.
We tend to lift up


	The confident

	The strong

	The powerful



Type people. Those people whose appearance is successful and on
top of the world are those we tend to think the most highly of.

 

Our Lord however says He will take away that type from the midst
of His people and will leave in the midst of His people those who
are afflicted and poor. The word afflicted means "depressed in mind
or circumstances." God is looking for a people who trust in Him. He
has no interest in those who can claim their great abilities. I
suspect that even among those of us who are the people of God,
those whose lives appear successful will likely see little reward
in glory and those whose lives were genuinely afflicted and poor,
but who habitually trusted in the Lord, will be those who have the
most to lay at the Saviour's feet.

 

April 8, 2006

 

Pro 8:4 -5

Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons
of man.

O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye
of an understanding heart.

 

Wisdom is the goal. Everything else will come along if we have
wisdom.

 

Wisdom-in a good sense, discretion,
wit, skilful

 

Dwells with

Prudence-subtlety, wile, in a good
sense trickery (is the same Hebrew word sometimes translated
wisdom.)

 

Finds out - discovers

Knowledge-cunning, aware

 

Owns

Counsel- advice, plan, purpose

 

Also owns

Sound wisdom-enterprise, ability,
working

 

Same as

Understanding-perfect knowledge

 

Possesses

Strength-force, valor, victory,
mastery, power

 

So when we get wisdom we get the whole package. Some people
shoot for education. Their goal is to learn as much as they can.
But they miss the boat. That is only one aspect of the package.

 

Some people don’t have the formal training but they do have a
common sense way about them. That is to be prized but it still
misses the whole boat. Only when we gain wisdom through the fear of
the Lord can we truly possess all the aspects of mental ability God
has for us.

 

 

April 9, 2006

 

John 21:15 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter,
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto
him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him,
Feed my lambs.

 

There are two different Greek words translated feed in verses
15-17.


	One of them means to pasture, to graze

	The other means to tend as a shepherd



 

The work of the one who loves the Lord is to do both for God's
people;


	We must give them something wholesome and healthy from
the Word of God.

	We must lead them to those places where they may feed
upon the Word of God in their own studies.

	We must bring to them preachers and teachers who can
strengthen them in the faith.



 

Then we must tend to them.

I get the picture of the shepherd


	Caring for his sheep's wool

	Binding up their wounds

	Providing for their safety



 

As we come to church this morning I am asking for the grace of
God to help me do both for His people who will be in our
services.

 

 

 

April 10, 2006

 

Zechariah 4:6 

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is
the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

 

One of the first things that came to mind as I wrote this verse
out is that there are four references to God speaking in just this
one verse. What an awesome thing to have God speak to you! How we
need to hear the voice of the Lord in our day.

 

Zerubbabel's assignment was not one of battle; it was to rebuild
the Temple in Jerusalem. Yet God urged Zerubbabel that even that
could not be accomplished through might and power; it could only be
done through the power of God's Holy Spirit. Zerubbabel would have
many obstacles in the way of his endeavor and he would certainly
not feel up to the task, so God wanted him to realize that the
success of the work was not dependant upon him but on the Spirit of
the Living God flowing through him.

 

Too much of today's ministry is done in the power and might of
the human flesh. While I want to be careful about judging another
man, I am concerned that we lift up men far above what we should
and we lose sight of the only true source of accomplishment. I want
more than to ascribe to God the results of work I have done. I want
to know at the end of my road that God was at work. And that can
only happen is I am certain that I did not do anything.

 

Lord, give me balance. I know that I am called to labor. I want
to obey and do what I am supposed to do. But Lord I also want to
see that it was in fact You at work and not just the industry of
human means.

 

 

April 11, 2006

 

Zechariah 6:15 

And they that are far off shall come and build in
the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts
hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will
diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.

 

Virtually all of the commentaries say that those who are afar
off refer to the Gentiles coming to the Saviour. They say that this
passage is not speaking about the Temple of Zerubbabel or even of
the Temple Herod built years later, but of the new and spiritual
temple which is a part of the New Testament economy.

 

But there is an "if" in the text. God places conditions upon His
people if we would see the fullest blessings from His Word. This
"if" has to do with "diligently" obeying His voice. This is one of
those texts where the same word is repeated twice. It is if God has
said we should "obediently obey” or "be diligent diligently." The
word means "to hear." When we hear God's word it is to be more than
just letting it pass through our ear canals. God wants us to put
effort, thought, attention, and then practice into hearing what He
has to say.

 

When we do that we will be used of the Lord to lead others to
Christ so that they will begin to build in God's work.

 

 

April 12, 2006

 

Acts 3:12 

And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people,
Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so
earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made
this man to walk?

 

Barnes’ Notes: "… It may be remarked that here was ample
opportunity for them to establish a reputation of their own. The
people were disposed to pay them honor; they might at once have
laid claim to vast authority over them; but they refused all such
personal honor, and ascribed all to the Lord Jesus. Whatever
success may attend the ministers of the gospel, or however much the
world may be disposed to do them honor, they should disclaim all
power in themselves, and ascribe it to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is
not by the talents or personal holiness of ministers, valuable as
these are, that people are saved; it is only by the power of God,
designed to honor his Son."[24]

 

It is very easy for us to make two mistakes these days;


	That of focusing on men God uses rather than
God

	That of accepting honor and authority for our successes
rather than ascribing them to the Lord.



 

Peter and John were in a perfect place to accept honor and
propel their careers ahead because of this event.


	They, after all, were the ones that the Lord had chosen
to use so remarkably and not anyone else in the
crowd.

	They, after all, were the ones who had paid the price
of sacrificing all to follow the Saviour.

	They, after all, were the ones who had been personally
trained by Him for those 3 1/2 years.



No doubt they had skills and talents (powers) not possessed by
the common Christian, let alone the Jews that were before them just
then. Surely they could accept some credit for receiving the
Saviour when so many had rejected Him.

 

No Peter and John. This was no act of false piety (claiming we
did not do this when in their hearts they believed they did) this
was genuine. This was from the heart.

It was not because of their education, background with Christ or
personal godliness that this man was able to walk. This was purely
through faith in Jesus Christ. Their faith had changed them and it
was their faith that enabled them to reach out to this man and see
him healed.

 

Thank God that He uses men. But we must carefully ascribe all
blessing not to the men God uses but to God Himself.

 

April 13, 2006

 

Zechariah 11:16 

For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land,
which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the
young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that
standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear
their claws in pieces.

 

My first thoughts had to do with who would correspond to the
shepherd in the Old Testament. In the New Testament there is no
question but that the shepherd would be a pastor, but there is no
such equivalent in the Old Testament that I am aware of.

The prophet appears to be more like the
Evangelist of our day, roaming from one place to the next, maybe
working in a particular area, but having no actual congregation to
look after.

The priest’s work was more in the Temple than
among the people.  It would be difficult it seem to me to find
anything in the Bible that likens them to seeking the cut off.

About the most like a shepherd I can find in the Old Testament
would be the king. It was his task to lead the
people, to judge the people, the guide them in daily issue.

 

So I was interested to read that most of the commentaries place
the shepherd coming, not as a preacher but as a political leader.
 


	Gill points to the Roman Emperors of

	Caligula,

	Claudius and

	Nero.








	Clarke just says "some wicked king."

	Barnes and JFB say it is Antichrist.



 

On the other hand, I doubt that it is wrong for us to see in
this passage negative traits those who are pastors should
avoid.

Visit those who can't be at church

Gill does say this does not mean those that cut themselves off
(who quit and do not want our visits, or those who have been
excommunicated)

Seek the young

This means to me to strive to build a relationship with them
that will keep them when they are old enough to make their own
choices. Also seek them for service in the Lord's work.

Heal that that is broken

When a believer falls, the spiritual should seek to restore
them. Also to comfort them when they are hurting

Feed that that standeth still

The shepherd’s task is always to make sure there is good
spiritual food before his flock.

 

 

April 14, 2006

 

Acts 5:32 

And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is
also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey
him.

 

“…we are witnesses of these
things…”


	That God raised up Jesus

	That Jesus was slain of the Jews

	That Jesus resurrected

	That He is now exalted at the right hand of
God

	That He is the Saviour

	That His desire is repentance for Israel

	That He will forgive sins



 

While our generation cannot say that we are witnesses in the
same fashion that Peter and John were yet we, through the Holy
Ghost, have been given the same witness.

 

It is ours to tell the world what Jesus did then and what Jesus
has done in us.


	That I was on a sinful path

	That my life would have self destructed had I not been
changed

	That Jesus forgave me of my sins just for the
asking

	That I have an assurance of that in my
soul

	That my life has been changed for the better since I
came to Jesus

	That living for Him is so much more fulfilling than
living my life as I did before I was saved

	That I have witnessed Him change many more lives since
I have been saved

	That I am confident that He will make the same change
in any who will place their faith in
Him 






April 15, 2006

 

Malachi 2:7 

For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and
they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of
the LORD of hosts.

 

Let me go through the verse again with some words of explanation
in them:

For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and
they [the people of God] should seek the
law at his [the priest's] mouth: for
he [the priest] is the messenger of the
LORD of hosts.

 

Clarke says this of verse 6:

See the qualifications of Levi:


1.            
“He feared me;” he was my sincere worshipper.


2.            
“He was afraid;” he acted as in the presence of a just and holy
God, and acted conscientiously in all that he did.


3.            
“My law of truth was ever in his mouth;” by this he directed his
own conduct and that of others.


4.            
“No iniquity;” nothing contrary to justice and equity ever
proceeded “from his lips.”


5.            
“He walked with me in peace;” he lived in such a way as to keep up
union with me.


6.            
“He did turn many away from iniquity;” by his upright
administration, faithful exhortations, and pious walk, he became
the instrument of converting many sinners.[25]

 

Malachi 2:4-7 has to do with why the tribe of Levi was chosen
for the ministry. Unfortunately through the generations Levi's
qualification deteriorated until God brought this rebuke at the end
of the Old Testament era. Christians in general today are the
priests of God, and preachers in particular ought take heed to this
passage.

 

Verse 7 gives us to responsibilities of the priest and one of
the people

The priest is responsible to

Keep knowledge.


	To protect and preserve and guard it

	To watch, wait, and observe it

	To mark it beware of it and take heed to
it



 

If the man of God doesn't have the knowledge of the Lord how can
the people hope to?

 

Be the messenger of the Lord of
hosts

It means "to dispatch as a deputy, to be an ambassador."

 

We must faithfully give God's Word

Purely

Strictly

Honestly.

 

Ours is not to interpret or put our slant on God's Word. Ours is
to know it and dispatch it.

 

The people are responsible to

Seek the law at the priest's mouth

That means "to search out, to strive after, to beg beseech ask,
desire."

 

What a wicked day when the priest won't fulfill his duty nor the
people theirs.

 

April 16, 2006

 

Malachi 3:16 

Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to
another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD,
and that thought upon his name.

 

I consider this verse and the next to be some of the most
wonderful in all of the Bible. God loves those


	That fear Him 

	That speak to others that fear Him regularly
and

	That think upon His name



 

JFB says, "… When the fire of religion burns low, true believers
should draw the nearer together, to keep the holy flame alive.
Coals separated soon go out."[26]

 

In these last days,


	When wickedness seems to be gaining the upper
hand

	When religion is becoming a farce to genuine
faith

	When Christians are themselves becoming so watered down
with the world's ways



it becomes that much more important that those who do fear God
and want to think upon His name grow closer and closer
together.

 

Today is Easter and we will be gathering for just such a thing
as this. Our desire is


	To speak one to another about the Lord,

	To encourage one another in the Lord and

	To draw others to come to the Lord



 

Even so, Lord Jesus

 

April 17, 2006

 

Acts 8:26 

And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying,
Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from
Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

 

The Lord sometimes calls men to peculiar things. Philip had
obviously been used to see some great things take place in
Samaria.


	Miracles were wrought

	Souls were saved

	Countless were baptized

	Lives were changed

	A church was established



 

But God, without explanation and without giving much in the way
of direction, told Philip to leave that work for another ministry.
So far as we can see from the Scriptures, never to return to
Samaria again.

 

What we need today is not that preachers stay in one place, nor
that they all move around like nomads. What we need today is that
we are led of the "angel of the
Lord."

 

What we need today is Christians who are sensitive enough to the
Holy Spirit to know when they have heard from the angel of the Lord
and who are obedient enough to God to follow Him when He
speaks.

 

April 18, 2006

 

Genesis 4:26 

And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and
he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of
the LORD.

 

They say that the name Enos means weak and frail. Seth, upon
seeing his newborn, recognized that something was different. Just
the third generation from Adam and already the effects of sin were
showing on the flesh. It’s true today as well. While we cannot say
that every Christian is and looks healthier than those who live in
sin (sin is a fact in this world that takes its toll even on the
saint) it is often remarkable the difference in the healthful
appearance of those who have lived lives of sin versus those who
have spent their lives in a more moral manner.

 

There are two ways to understand the final phrase of the
verse;

First, when Seth recognized the effects of sin he was compelled
to call upon the name of the Lord.

Sometimes


	When we see our sin for what it is

	When we see what it is doing to us

	When we see our weak sinful selves



We are moved to seek the Lord. Often a person who is doing well
enough on their own forgets God. But


	Let a tragedy come into their life

	Let sorrow and trouble come

	Let them see somehow how frail they genuinely
are



And many times they will call out to the Lord

 

Secondly, it could be understood that it was at this time there
are two races of people.

One from Cain and the other from Seth become distinct. The one
family of Cain became worldly and the other family of Seth being
the more godly line. When Seth's family line began to build, the
distinction between the two was obvious.

 

I surely want the distinction of my family to be that they call
upon the name of the Lord.

 

April 19, 2006

 

Genesis 6:8 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the
LORD.

 

Matthew Henry, "Noah did not find favour in the eyes of men;
they hated and persecuted him, because both by his life and
preaching he condemned the world: but he found grace in the eyes of
the Lord, and this made him more truly honourable than the men of
renown."[27]

 

The word grace comes from a root that means "kindness to an
inferior." The passage captures one of the great issues of the
faith to me: grace is unmerited favor. We can never earn it and
when we try whatever benefit we then receive is no longer grace.
Grace is a gift and a gift that is earned is no longer a gift.

 

Yet gifts are seldom bestowed upon one who has no connection
with the giver. My children will receive many and costly gifts from
me because they are my children. They do not pay for them. I do.
They have to do nothing to earn them. They have a right to them
simply because they are my children and I choose to give gifts to
my children.

 

Noah found grace, which is unmerited favor, but the Bible goes
on to say in verse 9 that Noah was


	Just

	Perfect and that he

	Walked with God.



 

Here is the way I see it, Noah was not just and perfect, nor did
Noah walk with God so that he could find grace in the eyes of God.
Noah was the kind of man who sought God and it was because of that
that God chose to shower grace upon him.

 


	Ours is to walk with God because that is the best
walk.

	Ours is to be just in our dealings and

	Ours is to grow in perfection (maturity)



 

God's is to show grace upon whom He chooses.

 

April 20, 2006

 

Acts 11:17 

Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he
did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I,
that I could withstand God?

 

All of us have prejudices in our lives. Though not the same ones
as the Jews,


	They do impact our actions and reactions

	They influence our opinions

	They cloud our ability to reason and
judge.

	They are predetermined core beliefs that we may or may
not be aware of in our lives.



Yet if unchecked they can cause us to withstand God.

 


	Our prejudices can cause us to reject certain Bible
truths

	Our prejudices can cause us to refuse certain types of
ministry

	Our prejudices can cause us to rebel against God's plan
for missions and soul winning



 

There is only one way to combat this implanted prejudice; that
is to see ourselves as Peter did in Acts 11:17, "… what
was I… " Peter saw himself humbled before the Lord.
He had no capability to withstand that which God was so obviously
doing.  When we see ourselves as we should we see ourselves as
servants before the Lord. Ours is not to plan and opine. Ours is to
do as our great God has led.

 

April 21, 2006

 

Proverbs 21:22 

A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and
casteth down the strength of the confidence
thereof.

 

As I read this today I was reminded that the spider takes hold
with her hands and dwells in kings' palaces.  The wisest man
is the one who, seeing a goal worth pursuing, keeps with it until
he succeeds. Scaling a city would be a daunting effort. There would
be the natural barrier of the vertical wall. No small feat to
ascend. But there would also have been in those days the obstacle
of the guards on the wall.

 

The challenge would be


	Physical (the effort of climbing the
wall)

	Mental (overcoming the mind's resistance to things this
difficult), and

	Emotional (dealing with the fears involved with so
dangerous an assignment)



 

The wise man overcomes the challenges and does what is necessary
and in the process conquers the city.

 

The city of the mighty could be a number of things
symbolically


	The challenge of an education

	The challenge of building a church

	The challenge of winning souls

	The challenge of raising children for God

	The challenge of overcoming a stronghold of
sin



(Gill says 2 Cor 10:4   "For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strong holds;" is taken from this
verse)[28]

 


	That city can be cast down.

	That city can be scaled.

	That city can be conquered



To the glory of God.

 

April 22, 2006

 

Acts 13:41 

Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I
work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe,
though a man declare it unto you.

 

There are those who will not believe


	Though God prophesied truth in the Old
Testament

	Though God works in their own days (especially through
saving of souls)

	Though God sends preachers to declare God's truth to
them



 

Our task as believers is not so much to make them believe
(although Paul was able to "so speak" that multitudes believed)
ours is to make sure people know. The best presentation of the
Gospel cannot convince a man who has no leading of the Holy
Spirit.


	God's Word can be made plain,

	God's hand can be clearly seen and

	God's man can plainly preach it



Yet is the sinner chooses to be blind, then blinded he will
stay.

 

Lord I beg you to open man's eyes!

 

 

April 23, 2006

 

Acts 14:15 

And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also
are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye
should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are
therein:

 

We come to church today remembering that the preacher of the
Word of God is a man of like passions with his congregation.


	He is not above his Lord and can expect no better
reception.

	He is not as his Lord and should not accept the praise
of men.

	He is not better than his Lord and should point people
strictly to his Lord.



 

The message of the preacher is to turn from the vanities of the
world. In the case of the text those vanities were the false gods
of Jupiter and Mercury. In our day those vanites might be


	Worldly pleasures

	Large paychecks

	Weekends in the mountains rather than the house of
God



 

Or they could be


	Mormonism

	Islam

	Buddhism

	Spiritual liberalism



 

And when we turn from those things we turn to the Living God
which made


	Heaven

	Earth

	Sea and

	All things in them



 

He is the only and true God. He is living and He is concerned
about our lives.

 

 

April 24, 2006

 

Proverbs 23:7 

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and
drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with
thee.

 

Sometimes we get so stuck on one thought in a passage that we
fail to see the full lesson. This is a phrase that I have heard
ever since I was saved, "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he."
So if we think about good things we will become good, if we think
about bad things we will become bad. And there is truth there. The
Bible unquestionably teaches us to think about good things.

 

But the lesson of this passage has more to do with whom we
choose to associate ourselves with and not so much with what we
think about. When we run with evil, covetous, "rich" men - in the
hopes of becoming rich like them, we are in a bad way. The kid of
wisdom that gets us hobnobbing with the rich and powerful is likely
to be our doom. This rich, man may act our friend, but his desire
is to get what we have, not give us what he has. Those people who
sell program to become rich just like they are rich aren't as
interested in making us rich as they are in making themselves
richer. Sooner or later we will find that our welcome has run out
if we aren't contributing to their pot. If, by making us rich, they
are able to become richer then our getting rich is no problem. If
on the other hand we do not "produce" sooner or later we will learn
to hate what we got from them as they turn against us.

 

 

 

April 25, 2006

 

Acts 16:11 

Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a
straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to
Neapolis;

 

Once Paul knew what the will of God was, the Word of God says he
"loosed from Troas" and "came
with a straight course." The commentaries say it
means they literally "ran before the wind." Since they went by ship
it suggests two things to me,


	There is their mental attitude; they ran, they hasted
to do the will of God

	There is the help of God. He gave them good seas and a
right wind to get them to their destination quickly.



 

The Bible says they loosed from Troas. Sometimes in order to do
the will of God we have to free ourselves from something else.
Troas would not have been a bad place to minister. It in fact
appears to me that a good work was established there.


	Paul met the preachers of Ephesus in Troas and abode
with them there seven days (Acts 20:6)

	Paul testified that a door was opened unto him of the
Lord there (2 Cor 2:12) and

	Paul left a cloak there that he requested Timothy bring
to him when he was in the Roman prison (2 Tim 4:13).



It just wasn't where Paul was meant to be any longer so he
loosed from there to do what God called.

 

 

 

April 26, 2006

 

Genesis 19:19 

Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy
sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed
unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain,
lest some evil take me, and I die:

 

This is a very interesting thought - God magnified His own
mercy. He enlarged it. He made it greater than it was before.

 

God had been merciful to Lot in a multitude of ways previous to
this


	He had allowed him to go with Abram

	He had increased his cattle and servants alongside of
Abram's

	He had led Abram to give him first choice of where to
live

	He had spared his life and goods when previously he was
captured in the overthrow of Sodom by Chedorlaomer.

	He has saved him from the marauders at his doorstep
just the night before.

	He had taken him by the hand and drug him out of the
city



 

How wonderful is God's mercy!

 

And just as it is new every morning it also seems like it grows
greater and greater with each passing day. Our weaknesses our
frailties our sins are no match for God's mercy. And while it is
true that God will not strive with man forever, it is also true,
"If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."[29]

 

 

 

April 27, 2006

 

Genesis 21:1 

And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the
LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken.

 

I just have to love the phraseology of this passage,
"And the LORD visited Sarah… "


	He visited her as He said He would

	He visited her when He said He would



 


	God visited her despite the
impossibilities

	God visited her despite her past sins and

	God visited her despite her doubts



 


	When God visited a miracle happened

	When God visited life was forever changed, not only for
Sarah, but for the whole world



 


	God's visit brought an answered promise
but

	God's visit also brought an added burden



 


	When God visited Sarah Abraham's relationship with
Ishmael (his flesh) changed



 

How we need a visitation from the Lord today!

 

 

 

 

April 28, 2006

 

Acts 19:17 

And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also
dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the
Lord Jesus was magnified.

 

The name of the Lord Jesus Christ needs to be magnified
today.

 


	By mighty things being done through His
name

	By an obvious difference being made between those who
know the Lord and those who imitate knowing the Lord

	By word spreading concerning what God has done in our
lives.



 

Too much of Christianity today is about what God used to do but
hasn't ever done in our lifetime. We need to see a mighty
visitation from the Lord today. We need to see the Lord do some
powerful things with us now.

 

So help us, Lord, to magnify your name.

 

April 29, 2006

 

Acts 20:32 

And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you
an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified.

 

The Word of God is gracious and is able.


	To build us up

	To give us an inheritance

	To place us among the sanctified (saved)



 

God's Word cannot only strengthen a Child of God but give us the
means to obtain that eternal inheritance.


	Gold silver and precious stones rather than wood hay
and stubble are obtained through understanding and applying the
Word of God

	Crowns of glory are obtained through understanding and
applying the Word of God

	Positions of leadership in the Lord's kingdom are
obtained through understanding and applying the Word of
God.



 

And it is a Word of grace. Though the Bible is often
confrontational concerning our sins, it is in grace that God tells
us those things that must be addressed in our lives.

 

To be commended to the word of His grace is to be left in able
hands.

 

April 30, 2006

 

Proverbs 30:5 KJV

Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them
that put their trust in him.

 

The word shield can also mean the scaly hide of a crocodile.
Sometimes it is that hide that we need most in our lives. More than
merely to be merely protected in one spot around which a fiery dart
may find its way, the hide completely wraps and covers all of the
body.

 

What a blessing is the Word of God. When we believe it and
practice it and use it as our sword, God then comes along and
covers us in the protection of His shield.

 

May 1, 2006

 

Acts 22:14 

And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen
thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and
shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

 

What an interesting thing that a man whose call was not as
extensive be allowed to give to Paul what would be his calling. God
uses each in His own way. Ananias might not have been the one
to


	Plant the churches

	See the souls saved and

	Write the books of the Bible



But he was the one who got to tell the one who would do all of
those!

 

The word "chosen" is a wonderful one. It means "to
handle for oneself in advance, or to take into one's hands
beforehand."[30] I have in my
mind the way that God formed Adam out of the dust of the ground.
With everything else God simply spoke it into existence but with
Adam there is a personal touch. So with Paul; it is like God
reached out of heaven, took Paul by the hand and walked him through
the ministry he had for his life.

 

What an awesome way to think about God's call for our lives…
..that God has taken us by the hand and is now leading us through
the path He has already planned for us. Praise the Lord.

 

 

May 2, 2006

 

Genesis 31:7 

And your father hath deceived me, and changed my
wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt
me.

 

What a testimony this is! If we think of Laban as representing
the natural enemies of the Christian;


	The world

	The flesh and

	The devil



It would not be difficult to see how these enemies attempt to
deceive us, to steal our spiritual victories, to rob us of courage,
or confidence and of the joy of salvation.

 


	We can go through dark times of loneliness as the world
isolates us from their fellowship

	We go through times of as the devil brings threatening
accusations against us.

	We go through times of uncertainty as the flesh causes
us to doubt God's will for our lives.



 

But the Lord will not suffer these enemies to do us any real
hurt. It is worth it to give your life to the Lord!

 

May 3, 2006

 

Acts 24:16 

And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a
conscience void of offence toward God, and toward
men.

 

As I began to study this today I noticed that Strong's
concordance says that the phrase "void of offence" means "actively,
inoffensive." The term has both an active and passive definition
and probably both are implied in the context. However when I first
read it I thought, "What a great cause to strive toward - being
actively inoffensive."

 

I want to be more than just accidentally non-offensive either to
God or men. Sometimes because we are pliable type people, we don't
make a lot of waves in life but neither do we make any impact in
life. I want my life to make an impact but I want to do it in a way
that purposely pleases the Lord and not be a stumblingblock for
people. Gill says it applies thusly, "… .to discharge every duty
which God requires, and to give to every man what is due to him…
"

 

That is a cause worth striving for.

 

 

May 4, 2006

 

Acts 25:19 

But had certain questions against him of their own
superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed
to be alive.

 

The word affirmed, says Vincent's Word Studies, is in the
imperfect tense and means "something habitual" that Paul "kept on
affirming."

 


	Despite the dangers in doing so

	Despite the trouble it had caused in his
life

	Despite the fact that he was speaking to
dignitaries



Paul habitually kept on affirming that Jesus Christ is
alive.

 

That this was the central point of Paul's message was so
unmistakable that even Festus, who had only been apprised of the
situation for a short time, was aware of what the chief issue of
Paul's case was.

 

This truth that Jesus Christ is alive needs to be more central
to our thinking today.


	It is because Jesus is alive that we have hope of
salvation

	It is because Jesus is alive that we have means of
overcoming sin

	It is because Jesus is alive that we have answers to
the trials of life



 


	It is because Jesus is alive that we ought to bow and
worship Him

	It is because Jesus is alive that we ought to obey His
every word

	It is because Jesus is alive that we ought to commit
ourselves wholly to Him



 


	Christianity is more than a "world view."

	Christianity is more than a conservative philosophy of
life



Christianity submits to the living Jesus Christ.

 


	Ours is more than following the teachings of a good man
who was revered in His day.

	Ours is discipleship with the living and true God
today.



 

I wonder if the reason we don't affirm Him to be alive today
more is because we assume that is a given and that everyone else
will assume the same? It is obviously not the case in our world
today. Like Festus who had no real knowledge of Jesus Christ, our
world today is completely out of the loop about Him.

 

It is time we who name the name get back into the habit of
affirming Jesus to be alive.

 

 

 

May 5, 2006

 

Acts 26:19 

Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient
unto the heavenly vision:

 

This musical and elevated strain, which carries the reader along
with it, and doubtless did the hearers, bespeaks the lofty region
of thought and feeling to which the apostle had risen while
rehearsing his Master’s communications to him from heaven.[31]

The word disobedient also can mean "unpersuaded[32] or unbelieving." Paul said he believed the
heavenly vision and set out immediately to carry out the call that
was giving within the vision.

 

It reminds me of Romans 4:20 where Abraham staggered not at the
promise of God.

 

We need Christians today who have been in the presence of God,
who know they have been in His presence and who then "are not
disobedient" to what they heard in His presence.

 

May 6, 2006

 

Acts 27:23 

For there stood by me this night the angel of God,
whose I am, and whom I serve,

 

John Wesley says of this verse, "… . How short a compendium of
religion! Yet how full! Comprehending both faith, hope, and
love."[33]

 

I am trying to imagine the Apostle Paul attempting to preach to
these men in these circumstances.


	The seas were rough

	The noise of the wind must be thunderous

	Surely the sailors could not stop their work to listen
to Paul (a prisoner on the ship)

	The deck of the boat must be so tossed that no one is
standing securely



 

I have preached in some distracting circumstances but this beats
anything I know of!

 

I am also trying to imagine what manifestation of the angel
there must have been. Obviously this was no appearance visible to
the rest of the people onboard. But it was real enough to Paul
anyway. It gave him confidence to not fear the seas and gave him
confidence to share with the others onboard who would be lost
men.

 

The key to peace in this world is found in the words
"… whose I am and whom I serve." When we
have that settled, then we can know the Lord is standing by.

 

 

 

 

May 7, 2006

 

Genesis 41:52 

And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For
God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my
affliction.

 

Even after being raised out of prison and into great authority
Joseph still looked at Egypt as a "land of affliction." It wasn't
home and he longed for it. He might still be considered a captive
to it because, even in this position of power he had no authority
to go back home. That his desire was to be home is attested by the
fact that he requested later that his bones not be buried in Egypt
but that they be taken back to the Promised Land.

 

As good as things can become in this world it is still for the
Christian "a land of affliction." It is not home. Yet in the midst
of this affliction we ought to get our eyes off our affliction and
onto our Lord. Joseph was fruitful in the land of affliction
because he chose to focus on the Lord rather than the
afflictions.

 

 

 

May 8, 2006

 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

 

JFB says, " it required some courage to bring to “the mistress
of the world” what “to the Jews was a stumbling-block and to the
Greeks foolishness” (1Co_1:23). But its inherent
glory, as God’s life-giving message to a dying world, so filled his
soul, that, like his blessed Master, he “despised the
shame.”[34]

 

It does require courage to tell this world about Jesus Christ.
The gospel is a stumblingblock not only to the Jews but it is
foolishness to the majority of the Gentiles.

 

However the message is


	So powerful

	So life changing



That Paul's natural hesitations were overcome by the power.

 

What a blessing it is to be saved. What a joy to tell others
that message.

 

May 9, 2006

 

Genesis 45:20 

Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the
land of Egypt is yours.

 

Joseph encouraged his father not to
"regard  … your stuff" on the
way to Egypt. Egypt had everything they would need and Egypt would
give them all of it that they would need. There was no sense in
slowing down the move and encumbering the progress by taking all
this "stuff" with them. The term, "regard not" means "to look upon
with mourning."

 

At first I thought that Egypt might here picture heaven. Hence
we could leave our worldly stuff behind because we have better
stuff in heaven. However, I cannot reconcile the evils of Egypt
with heaven. Rather it just means that God will provide those
worldly things that are essential to life and service on this
earth.

 

How often we put too much stock in "stuff." We mourn that stuff
we don't have. We strive to keep, maintain and gain more stuff. As
children of God our chief concern ought not be the stuff but rather
than will of God. When we do the will of God He will see to it that
we have all the stuff we need.

 

 

 

May 10, 2006

 

Genesis 48:15 

And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my
life long unto this day,

 

Jacob is here approaching the end of his days.  As he
prepares to pronounce his blessing upon Joseph's sons, he looks
back on his life and his assessment of it is this;
"God… .fed me all my life long..." He
views his life as a blessed one.

 

Yet I know from reading is story that is was also filled with
troubles


	He fled his mother and father because his brother
wanted to kill him

	He never saw his mother again

	He lived 20 years of his life in a foreign country,
being tricked and deceived by his own father in law

	His wives bickered among themselves

	His daughter was defiled by a heathen man

	His sons endangered his family when they sought
vengeance on the one who have defield their sister

	His sons were so jealous of their brother Joseph that
they sold him as a slave and told him Joseph had been
killed

	His own testimony when forced to send Benjamin to Egypt
for food was



Gen 42:36-38  And Jacob their father said unto
them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon
is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are
against me.

And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my
two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and
I will bring him to thee again.

And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for
his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him
by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray
hairs with sorrow to the grave.

 

Here was a man whose life had known much sorrow. He had sinned
in his early years and spent a good portion of the rest of his life
paying a price for it. Yet on his death bed he looked back and
testified “God… fed me all my life long…
"

 

I am sure that, though we go through times when we wonder if our
life is counting at all, if we will stay true to the Lord when we
finish our course we will be able to look back and, having
forgotten those times of sorrow, testify God did the same for
us.

 

 

May 11, 2006

 

Genesis 49:24 

But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his
hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob;
(from thence is the shepherd, the stone of
Israel:)

 

What a powerful thought that "the arms of his hands
were made strong by the hands of the mighty God… "
Whatever happens in this world the thing I want to have in the
strength that comes from the hands of almighty God.

 


	The power of the flesh

	The power of intellect

	The power of influence



 

None of those is so important as the power of the Holy Spirit in
my life.

 

 

May 12, 2006

 

Romans 5:2-5 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God.

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribulation worketh patience;

And patience, experience; and experience,
hope:

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us.

 

It is easy to rejoice in the hope of heaven and being blessed of
the Lord and hearing Him say well done. It is much more difficult
to rejoice in the process that brings us to that place.

 

The word hope (anticipation of reward from God) is found in both
verse 2 and verse 5. In order for us to have the hope of the glory
of God to rejoice in, we must go through the process of


	Tribulations (pressure, burden, trouble)

	Patience (cheerful endurance and
constancy)

	Experience (proof, approval)



 

Faithful exercise (carrying of burdens) produces in us the
physical strength to carry burdens. The physical conditioning makes
us feel healthier which in turn makes life more pleasant. In a
similar manner the consistent bearing of tribulation as a Christian
(with the help of the Lord) strengthens us spiritually where we can
bear those burdens with joy and that develops in us a closer walk
with the Lord that in return causes us to anxiously await His
blessings in heaven.

 

Just as a weight lifter can learn to enjoy lifting the weights,
a Christian can learn to enjoy bearing the tribulations.

 

 

May 13, 2006

 

Exodus 3:14 

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath
sent me unto you.

 

I AM THAT I AM!

Someone has said it means that God is "the self existing
One."


	God has no beginning and will know no
ending

	God was not created and has no authority above
Him

	God has no needs that are not met in
Himself

	God knows all sees all and works all things for
good



 


	We can't go anywhere that God is not already
there

	We can't discover anything that God is not already
aware of



 

I AM THAT I AM!


	There are no other gods before Him

	There is no truth outside of Him



 


	No problem takes Him by surprise

	No tragedy ever happens that He hasn't make plans
for



 


	Man has not altered His plan

	The devil cannot corrupt His plan

	Time will only reveal His plan



 

I am so glad I met "I AM THAT I AM."

 

May 14, 2006

 

Proverbs 14:1 

Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish
plucketh it down with her hands.

 

Barnes: "… The fullest recognition that has as
yet met us of the importance of woman, for good or evil, in all
human society."

 

Gill: "… Not only by her fruitfulness, as Leah
and Rachel built up the house of Israel; but by her good
housewifery, prudent economy; looking well to the ways of her
household; guiding the affairs of her house with discretion;
keeping all things in a good decorum; and bringing up her children
in virtue, and in the fear and admonition of the Lord… ."

 

Henry: "… But by a prudent wife, one that is
pious, industrious, and considerate, the affairs of the family are
made to prosper, debts are paid, portions raised, provision made,
the children well educated and maintained, and the family has
comfort within doors and credit without; thus is the house built.
She looks upon it as her own to take care of, though she knows it
is her husband's to bear rule in… . Many a family is brought to
ruin by ill housewifery, as well as by ill husbandry… "

 

 

May 15, 2006

 

Romans 8:18 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.

 

Reckon: to take inventory. Paul took the time
to view the sufferings he saw with the blessings of eternity. He
laid them side by side to determine which was greater.

 

Sufferings: something undergone, physically,
emotionally.

 

Glory: dignity, honor

 

First, I figure our suffering today, while real, could not
compare to the suffering the people of Paul's day must have known.
We are a weaker people in many ways. We are not accustomed to the
hardships that were just part of living then;


	Harder beds

	Colder houses

	Less comfortable shoes

	Less selection for food

	Less food in general

	More physical labor to earn your living



 

We do not suffer in those respects like they did

 

We also do not suffer under the types of governments they did.
Some places in the world today might come close but in America we
have it easy. What we call police harassment and the like is
nothing compared to Roman rule.

 

And then the type of persecution we experience as believers is
nothing compared to those days. We experience mocking. We may have
workers make false accusation which might even lead to our losing
our job - though not often does that happen. But we do not
undergo


	Tortures

	Imprisonments

	Beatings

	Stonings



As they did.

 

Paul says the suffering of his day was not worthy to be compared
- that means it was miniscule in comparison to the glory which
shall be revealed in us. If that was true then, how much less
worthy is our suffering?

 

Glory to God we have heaven awaiting us.

 

May 16, 2006

 

Romans 9:1-2 

I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience
also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,  That I have great
heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.

 

As I read this today I was reminded that Paul is the same man
who said

Phil 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice. (KJV)

 

1Thes 5:18

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV)

 

II Th 2:13

But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth: (KJV)

 

1Thes 3:9

For what thanks can we render to God again for you,
for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our
God; (KJV)

 

Gal 5:22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, (KJV)

 

Obviously it is possible to have great heaviness and continual
sorrow, while still possessing joy and thanksgiving.

 


	I notice first that his heaviness and sorrow was not
concerning himself. He was not sorrowful about his condition but
the lost condition of others

	I notice secondly that this heaviness ands sorrow did
not prevent him from serving the Lord with vigor. He claimed that
he labored more abundantly than all the others

	I notice also that this sorrow did not affect his joy
and thanksgiving.

	I notice also that this is more than mere exaggeration
of the fact. Paul said the Holy Ghost would confirm it as
truth.



 

I can't imagine a Christian who is aware of the Word of God and
aware of the wickedness around him not having heaviness of heart
for the souls of men and women bound for hell.

 

How thoughtless, how selfish, how wicked it would be for we who
are saved to glibly go through life, enjoying the blessings of our
faith without caring for lost souls and for the way God's name is
trampled in the world today.

 

On the other hand, this heaviness is not to get us down. Paul
said, "I can do all things through Christ that
strengtheneth me.[35]" By God's grace
and with the help of the Holy Ghost in us, we can
"rejoice in the Lord alway."

 

 

May 17, 2006

 

Romans 10:4 

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness
to every one that believeth.

 

There are a couple of ways to take this phrase; each one is
equally beneficial for our consideration:

 

"Christ is the end of the law." The
law stops with Christ. There is no need to continue the Old
Testament ordinances that the Bible says "were against us."[36] Those laws have been nailed to the cross and
have no place in the faith of the New Testament saint. Peter said
these laws were "a yoke upon the neck… which neither our fathers
nor we were able to bear."[37] That law has
ended. We seek Christ

 

"Christ is the end of the law." The
law is fulfilled, accomplished, finished in Christ. Barnes
Notes says, "The word translated “end” means what completes a
thing, or renders it perfect… .."[38] Jesus
Christ rendered the law perfect. It was completely satisfied in
Jesus Christ and we who rest in Jesus Christ find that our Father
is satisfied in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

 

"To everyone that believeth." Do you
believe this? Can you lean upon Christ alone for your
righteousness? Then Christ is the end of your struggle to be
righteous before God. If not you are doomed to a fruitless and
endless search for righteousness before God in your own power.

 

May 18, 2006

 

Romans 11:32 

For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he
might have mercy upon all.

 

We tend to think of things with upside down reasoning. We are
prone to consider God mean or otherwise cruel


	Because He will not ignore sin,

	Because there is a penalty for sin,

	Because of the guilt sin causes



But the truth of it is that this is in reality the graciousness
of God. God brings us under the condemnation of sin and allows us
to sense the imprisoning effects of sin in our lives not so we
would remain prisoners but so He can show His mercy. God holds no
partiality. God does not judge one sin as more sinful than another
sin, not because He is unjust, but because He chooses to have mercy
upon all who will believe.

 

No wonder Paul enters into the praises of the Lord found in
verse 33. How wonderful is our Saviour who will bring every man to
conviction so that every man has the opportunity to know God's
mercy.

 

May 19, 2006

 

Exodus 15:11 

Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who
is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders?

 

The Jews had lived for more than 400 years in a land filled with
polytheism. Practically everything was a god in Egypt. But they had
just witnessed as Almighty God decimated these gods one by one. The
final crash was the Red Sea when Almighty God saved the Jews
through an unheard of miracle and then destroyed the Egyptians by
the reversal of the same.

 

Truly there is none like unto Him!

 

In our own day we are bombarded with pressure as to who will
receive our devotion.


	New religions crop up constantly

	Job pressures seem like they are becoming increasingly
stressful

	Families are so divided by distance that keeping up
with them can become a challenge

	Even recreation takes on almost a religious intensity
today



 

We need a Red Sea experience today. We need something that opens
our eyes to the fact that there is none like unto God.

 

 

 

May 20, 2006

 

Exodus 18:23 

If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee
so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall
also go to their place in peace.

 

Moses' ministry was so overwhelming that Jethro could not see
how one man could carry the burden by himself. I have never noticed
this before, but Jethro did not tell Moses to do it on his own
counsel. He told him, "If… .the Lord command thee so…
"  While the Bible does not show us where, it is
safe to believe that Moses sought the Lord concerning this before
putting it into effect.

 

The benefit of divided burden was twofold


	First, Moses would be able to endure. The word means to
stand. Moses' ministry would last many years longer if he shared
the load than he would if he attempted to carry it all
alone.

	Second, the people would go to their place in peace.
Their place being first their tents while in the wilderness and
secondly their land to which they traveled, Canaan.



 

The benefits of sharing the burden in the Lord's work are
obvious for our own health, for the good of the greatest number of
people and for the cause of the Lord.

 

May 21, 2006

 

Exodus 19:5 

Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me
above all people: for all the earth is mine:

 

Any who have the slightest religious inkling would admit that
all the earth is God's. And it is for that reason that they do not
step forward and become genuinely saved and separated from the
world. Their view is that everything is already God's and He must
love it as it is.

 

This verse makes it clear that God desires something peculiarly
valuable. God desires, among those He has created, a people who are
His treasure. Perhaps more God desires, among those He has
redeemed, a people who come a step closer and whose being is
devoted to the practice of


	Listening to God's voice

	Obeying what is heard and

	Keeping His covenant



 

Will we be that peculiar treasure?

 

May 22, 2006

 

Romans 15:18 

For I will not dare to speak of any of those things
which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient,
by word and deed,

 

Paul had seen the Lord do enough things through him that he did
not need, nor dare he, to boast of things that he had not seen.
There is no need to make up things about what the Lord is doing
through and with us. If we are obedient to the Lord in any measure
the Lord has used us in some way. We don't need to come up with
something more inspiring than the truth.

 

What a blessing it has been to see some who have come to obey
the Lord through our ministry. Those whose hearts have been changed
and whose lives are completely different because of Jesus Christ's
ministry to them through me is enough. That God has allowed me to
be used in some way is such a blessing there is no need to
exaggerate it above what it is.

 

Thank God for the ministry I have.

 

May 23, 2006

 

Exodus 23:22 

But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all
that I speak; then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an
adversary unto thine adversaries.

 

An interesting thought, the man who obeys the voice of the Lord
will have both enemies and adversaries. Enemies are those that hate
us, adversaries are those that afflict us. In this world we have
both.


	There are some whose hearts get turned against ours.
They may never do anything physically to act upon it, but their
hatred for us is well known and a grief to us.

	Then there are those who may not even be that
emotionally charged against us but their cause is opposed to ours
and they fight us, sometimes in many different fronts.

	They might afflict us physically as the Christians were
persecuted in days past, or

	They may oppose our efforts to progress the work of God
as in fighting to prevent our church from building or in targeting
members to get them to turn against us as well.







 

But the promise is that when we obey his voice and do all that
God speaks, our enemies and our adversaries become the enemies and
adversaries of the Lord.

 

Our duty then is not so much to focus on the enemies and
adversaries as it is to keep our focus on the Lord and on our walk
with Him.

 

May 24, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 1:31 

That, according as it is written, He that glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord.

 

It is not wrong to have cause for rejoicing, for joy, for
uplifting. It is not wrong for a Christian to have expressions of
glory and praise. It is just that we so often get our glorying
mixed up and begin to worship the created rather than the
Creator.

 


	There is no fleshly wisdom that is worthy of
praise

	There is no human ingenuity that is deserving of our
praise

	There is

	no politician

	no athlete

	no celebrity

	no man







Who deserves our glorying over.

 

Nor is there anything in us personally that ought to be gloried
over.

 

But there is much to glory over in the Lord


	We may glory over His mercy

	We may glory over His grace

	We may glory over His salvation

	We may glory over His leadership in our
lives

	We may glory over His wisdom

	We may glory over His sending Jesus Christ to this
earth

	We may glory over His provision for us

	We may glory over His inerrant Word

	We may glory over His church

	We may glory over His calling of men into the
ministry

	We may glory over heaven and the hope of being
there



 

 

May 25, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 2:16 

For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

 

Here is the point: The unsaved or carnal Christian, the one who
is not walking with the Lord, has no authority or knowledge
wherewith he may


	Instruct,

	Judge or

	Otherwise lead



The one who seeks the Lord.

 

However, the one who has the mind of Christ, the one who


	Walks with the Lord,

	Studies his Word, and

	Yields to the Spirit



Does have something he can teach.

 

It is a wise person who recognizes who has and hasn't the mind
of Christ and then submits himself to the one who does.

 

May 26, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 3:16 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

 

JFB, "all Christians form together one vast
temple. The expression is not, “ye are temples,” but “ye
are the temple” collectively, and “lively stones”
(1Pe_2:5)
individually."

 

Clarke, "As the whole congregation of Israel
were formerly considered as the temple and habitation of God,
because God dwelt among them, so here the whole Church of Corinth
is called the temple of God… "

 

Gill, "… .to this church, and the members of
it, that they being incorporated together in a Gospel church state,
were the temple of God."[39]

 

I was surprised to see how many of the older commentaries
recognize that the Temple of God referred to here is not the body
of the Christian but in fact the church (count that as a local
church). So the warning here is not the destruction of the body
through things like smoking and drinking but is in fact the
destruction of the church through things like false doctrine and
causing divisions (which is more in line with the context of 1
Corinthians to this point).

 

How utterly important is the local church! How absolutely wicked
it is to do things that would cause harm to it.

 

May 27, 2006

 

Proverbs 27:9 

Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth
the sweetness of a man's friend by hearty counsel.

 

Just yesterday I read in God's Word the instructions for making
the holy oil and perfume used in ordaining the priests (Exodus 30).
Our culture would not look upon the anointing of a friend with
ointment and perfume as well as it was apparently viewed in the
Oriental culture of Bible times. I think as close as we can get to
this is when perhaps we provide colognes, breath mints and similar
items in the lounges during a conference at our church. The items
are there to be used and enjoyed by our guests for their personal
refreshment.

 

The chance to


	Brush the teeth

	Wash and shave the face even

	Splash on a little aftershave



In a motel room can reinvigorate the spirit and awaken the soul
that might be drained from a long journey or from sitting in many
hours of preaching or other sessions.

 

God says in the same manner the counsel of a friend, that comes
from the heart and soul - that is real, that is unhindered, that is
honest, is a pleasant and refreshing experience.

 

This past week I had the opportunity to speak with a preacher
friend for a few moments. Although the conversation was brief and
the purpose of the contact was meant to be some business, still the
words of this friend ministered to my soul and refreshed my
spirit.

 

 

 

May 28, 2006

 

Exodus 33:13 

Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in
thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may
find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy
people.

 

Moses first assumes he has found grace in God's sight. Any child
of God may assume as much.


	It was grace that brought Jesus Christ to this earth to
die for our sins

	It was grace that led a soul winner to us to tell us
about the plan of salvation

	It was grace that caused the Holy Ghost to convict of
our sins and convince us Jesus Christ could save us



We who are children of God have found the grace of God.

 

But there is further grace available. One of the great graces of
the Lord is that He would show us His way.


	To know the direction I am to go in my
life

	To know His will for my life

	To know the way that leads to life and not
destruction



That is truly to find the grace of God.

 

As I learn God's way and as I walk in it, I get to know the Lord
so much better than merely Saviour. I know Him as


	Counselor

	Guide and

	Father



 

 

 

 

May 29, 2006

 

Exodus 35:29 

The children of Israel brought a willing offering
unto the LORD, every man and woman, whose heart made them willing
to bring for all manner of work, which the LORD had commanded to be
made by the hand of Moses.

 

What we need today are willing hearts. We need Christians whose
hearts make them willing to do above and beyond what would be
necessary and required and even expected but who will, with hearts
filled with willingness, give and work and get behind what God has
led the man of God to direct them in.

 

God grant that it come to pass.

 

 

May 30, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 7:23 

Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants
of men.

 

Gill says of this, "… not that the apostle dissuades such as are
redeemed by Christ, and are believers in him, from being the
servants of men in a civil sense; for this would be to contradict
himself, who here and elsewhere exhorts servants to continue in the
service of their masters, and to perform it heartily and
cheerfully, and with great sincerity and integrity; but his meaning
is, that since they were redeemed from a vain conversation by the
blood of Christ, they should not be servants to the lusts of men,
nor obey them in things sinful and wicked, which were contrary to
law and Gospel, and which were made unlawful by the word of God,
and were a breach of the command of their Lord and master Christ;
nor should they in matters of religion and the worship of God
submit to the authority of any set of men whatever, or be subject
to the doctrines and commandments of men… "[40]

 

Here is my take. This world's great goal is that men serve
it.


	Ever since the fall, the world brings to bear pressure
on mankind toward service to it. We work, but the earth brings
forth thorns. Man, in an effort to be free from the restrictions of
God (which were merely not to eat one fruit) has been then locked
in an epoch battle of servitude to the things of this
earth.

	Satan, of course, pressures us into his service. He
brings to bear in our lives various devices to turn us from the
freedoms we would have in Christ to bondage to the lusts of the
flesh.

	Men of all stripes would have us to serve
them.




	Some in their religious ideals

	Some in their political ideals

	Some in their wicked endeavors



 

God simply says to the saved man, "Ye are bought
with a price… ." This is no longer our choice. If we
would obey the Lord we may not obey those pressures to serve any
other than the Lord.

 

 

May 31, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 8:6 

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
are all things, and we by him.

 

"But to us… ." This world has all
sorts of ideas philosophies and theories concerning the hereafter,
supernatural and spiritual. When Paul says "But to us…
" he did not mean that we who are Christians have yet
one more idea to throw into the pot. The difference between the
Christian viewpoint and that of the worldly and lost is that we
have an authority to support our view. It does not matter what I
believe or think. The only thing that matters is the truth and the
only source of that truth is the Word of God.

 

"But to us… " Who rely alone on the
Word of God "… there is but one God… .and one Lord
Jesus Christ… ."

 

June 1, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 9:18 

What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach
the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I
abuse not my power in the gospel.

 

The word "gospel” is three times found in this one verse. That
reminds me that the core value of the preacher must be the
gospel.


	My comforts

	My attainments

	My reputation

	My advancements



None of those matter but this one thing; that the gospel of
Christ advance.

 

I see first,

The preaching of the gospel

How important is this! How imperative it is that the gospel be
proclaimed.


	Boldly

	Truthfully

	Consistently.



 

I see secondly

The price of the gospel

Without charge; God's work is never to be sold. The issue of
remuneration is never to be considered. Salvation is freely given
and the gospel must be preached equally free. There is a
responsibility to care for the man of God, but that should be left
between the Lord and the one who is responsible. The preacher
should be happily willing to preach without charge.

 

I see thirdly

The power in the gospel

We of course know that the gospel is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth. But there is a power in the
gospel that becomes inherent in the preacher. Such power must not
be abused. Whether it is the power to demand a good salary or the
power to coerce people into our service that power is to be used
only for the cause of Christ and that souls be saved. It is never
to be used for personal benefit.

 

 

June 2, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye
do, do all to the glory of God.

"This is the ruling motive in the Christian’s life, not just
having his own way about whims and preferences." [41]

The context sets this in two important topics

First, the eating and drinking of things
sacrificed to idols. We must dishonor God by partaking in things
meant to bring honor to devils (vs 20-21)

 

Second, the offense of others. Verse 32 tells
us not to offend either Jews Gentiles or the Church of God. Not
only must we not offend a weaker Christian, but our heartbeat
should be to not offend an unbeliever either.

 

This is a pretty tight rope to have to walk. How to avoid
offending Jew Gentiles and the church of God all the while not
participating in the sinful things that are done in the name of the
false gods of this world. There is only one answer for a good
conscience; that is to do all things to the glory of God. Set
pleasing Him first in our lives. Make our mark to be bringing honor
to God and we will do fine with the other.

 

June 3, 2006

 

Proverbs 3:12 

For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a
father the son in whom he delighteth.

 

Two very important words in this passage:

Loveth: to have affection for

Delighteth: to be pleased or satisfied
with[42]

 

One of the most common thoughts when we are being corrected by
the Lord is that He must not love us any more and that we must not
be pleasing to Him. What a blessing it is to read in the Word of
God that such correction is reserved exactly for those He does love
and those in whom He is delighted.

 

The correction is no less pleasant with this understanding, yet
it does sooth the heart some to know that God is still pleased with
me and that I am still loved of Him.

 

Lord make me like Jesus.

 

June 4, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 12:27 

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in
particular.

 

I wonder if we ever really understand how important our place is
in the church, which is the body of Christ?

 


	Our spiritual wellbeing impacts the spiritual well
being of the church we are members of

	Our attendance or lack of attendance impacts the impact
our church is able to have in a community

	Our attitude in many ways determines the attitude the
church has in any given service



 

The word "particular" can mean "a share." That the church
belongs to Jesus Christ there is no doubt. It is His body. But we
who are members have our share.

 


	We share in the success or failure of our
church

	We share in the growth of decline of our
church

	We share in the fruit received by our
church



 

The word "particular" also implies uniqueness. Each member
contributes to the church in a unique way. No two of us will
accomplish the same things and the same amounts, but every member
is unique and value to the overall ministry of the church.

 

 

June 5, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 13:11 

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood
as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put
away childish things.

 

JFB says that


	Spake alludes to tongues

	Understood alludes to prophecy and

	Thought alludes to words of knowledge



 

He then goes on to say that Paul said these things were the
things of a spiritual child and a mature believer puts them away
for greater things.

 

As we grow in our faith we need to learn to put away some of the
more childish things and move on to greater things.

 


	Greater than speaking in an unknown tongue is walking
by faith

	Greater than new prophecies of the future is a hope in
Christ's return and

	Greater than "words of knowledge" that as supposed to
build up others is charity which reaches out to
others.



 

 

 

 

 

 

June 6, 2006

 

Leviticus 10:10 

And that ye may put difference between holy and
unholy, and between unclean and clean;

 


	Difference: divide, separate, or sever

	Holy: a sacred place or thing

	Unholy: exposed, profane

	Unclean: foul, infamous, or polluted

	Clean: pure, fair



 

This passage is sandwiched between the death of Nadab and Abihu
for offering strange fire before the Lord and God's instructions
concerning clean and unclean animals.

 

I see two things here

First the child of God ought to be an example
of the difference between holy and unholy, clean and unclean.

 

Leviticus 11:45 

For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the
land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am
holy.

 


	Our desire

	Our drive

	Our objective



As children of the Lord ought to be to become more and more
different than this world and the things in it. Ours is to strive
by the grace of God to become pure and fair in God's sight, which
will make us obviously different than this world.

 

Secondly the child of God must seek wisdom from
the Lord to mark the difference between what is clean and unclean,
holy and unholy in this world. Nadab and Abihu were offering before
the Lord, but their offering was not only unacceptable but
offensive to the Lord. Some things in this world look reasonably
good but they are not right before the Lord. When we recognize that
our task is to sever between ourselves and that which is either
unholy or unclean.

 

The fact that verse 9 speaks of not drinking wine reminds me of
Ephesians 5:18

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but
be filled with the Spirit; (KJV)

The way to gain the discernment between holy and unholy, unclean
and clean is through the filling of the Holy Spirit of God. It is
not enough in this world to simply be sober of alcohol influences,
we must be under the influence of the Spirit of God is we would not
be deceived by this great wickedness in our world.

 

 

 

June 7, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 15:36 

Thou fool, that which thou
sowest is not quickened, except it die:

 

Gill is the only commentator I found to address the conflict
between this verse and Christ's injunction not to call a man a
fool,[43] "Not transgressing the law of
Christ, which makes him that calls his brother a fool in danger of
hell fire; for the apostle said not this in anger, and from a
malevolent disposition, as that rule supposes, but out of zeal for
truth, and to reprove the stupidity and folly of such a bold
objector… .."[44]

 

It would be difficult to see Paul's anger being out of control
in writing this sense it is in response toward he had received and
is this far along in his letter of reply. Still, Paul's boldness
can't be missed and I can't imagine the one to whom it was directed
was happy about it. There are times when boldness must be used even
when the one to whom it is addressed is not happy with it.

 

The lesson, though, has many applications. We have to realize in
our lives for instance, that, as we desire to see the fruits of
righteousness produced in us, there has to be a death experience
first. It is a truth that Jesus taught and that Paul must be making
reference to.[45] No fruit can spring up
until after that which we have sown dies. Sometimes we may lose
heart and become discouraged between the time the seed dies and the
fruit is harvested. This is when we truly walk by faith.  If
our faith was merely obey and reap without any time of waiting or
without any periods of desperation then we would have no
opportunities to grow in the Lord.

 

Just keep sowing the good seed and walking with the Lord by
faith. It will bear fruit in its time.

 

 

June 8, 2006

 

1 Corinthians 16:13 

Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like
men, be strong.

 

Clarke says that the terms of this verse are all military in
nature


	Watch; be on your guard

	Stand fast; keep in your ranks

	Quit you like men; don't flinch or run in the
struggle

	Be strong; know where the greatest part of the battle
is and strengthen to forces in that area



 

Verses 13 and 14 come almost out of nowhere in the text and do
not seem to have much to do with the context of chapter 16. The
context has more to do with the town this church is in and the
peculiar dangers of ministry in that town.

 

When we find ourselves in a particularly dangerous time in
ministry this counsel may see us through it


	Keep a good eye out; be aware of where the dangers
are

	Keep ranks; strive for the unity of the faith. Strive
to be of one heart and one soul in the work of the Lord.  Stay
close to your fellow church members. If one falls, then close
ranks. Those who are in the midst of it must be close

	Keep advancing the cause; it will be tempting to turn
tail and run. It will be tempting to head to another unit. Don't
give in. Stick with the work of God.

	Keep reinforcing the weakened areas; recognize them and
send in support for them.



 

Lord help us to take the Word of God at its Word in this
place.

 

June 9, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 1:10 

Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth
deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver
us;

 

This is quite the passage. All three tenses of deliverance are
here found in just one sentence.

 


	Who delivered us

	And doth deliver

	He will yet deliver



 

Paul could look back at his life and testify that God had
delivered him from some great trials. Some say that he is likely
referring to a terrible threat of death by beasts or of the stoning
at Lystra. I imagine rather that he refers to the worst death of
all, the second death; being cast forever into the Lake of fire and
brimstone. What a comfort it is to know that we have escaped that
condemnation.

 

Paul could then look around and confide that, though the
ministry he was in was fraught with dangers, God was delivering
him, protecting him, and rescuing Him from them all. Paul faced


	The dangers of travel in his day

	The threats of the angry Jews

	The judgment of the pagan Romans

	The challenge of a daunting ministry (attempting to
plant churches in a hostile world)

	The criticism of Christians who did not fully
understand his ministry to the Gentiles and

	The conflicts with those who attempted to corrupt his
work through false teaching.



Through all of that Paul said, God "doth
deliver."

 

And then Paul looked into the future and testified in his
confidence that the Lord would "yet
deliver" him. We know from reading the Word of God
that Paul not only face more trials after this in the ministry but
then he faced the prospect of his own death by execution.

 

No, God did not rescue him from the execution itself, but Paul's
confidence was not in this world anyway. The ultimate deliverance
is when God carries us to His own presence in glory.

 

June 10, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 3:16 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the
vail shall be taken away.

 

The "it" of this verse is the heart that has a vail over it.

 

When our heart turns to the Lord, the vail is taken away. And I
assume that the more I turn to the Lord the more the vail is taken
away.

 

Just this morning I was speaking to a Spanish speaking preacher
about his people. He said that even though they were believers they
had been taught so many other things before they got saved that
they had lots of questions about spiritual things. That is not only
a problem with the Spanish speaking Christians. It is something
each of us faces. We have been taught things that blind us to the
truths in the Word of God. But when we turn our hearts to the Lord,
when we place our faith in Him and in His Word, the clouds of
question and doubt fall away.

 

Often I speak with people about spiritual truths who just can't
see what I am trying to tell them. However, once they turn their
heart to the Lord then what I am showing them from the Word of God
begins to make sense to them.

 

Oh for the day when we stand face to face before the Lord and
can see clearly.

 

 

 

June 11, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge
by us in every place.

 

Some words


	Triumph: a noisy processional, acclaiming
victory

	Always: (I liked this) "every when" in other
words, at all times

	In: a fixed position on time place or
state



 

If I am to always triumph I must be fixed in Christ. This world
will try to shake us out of Christ and, while they may not do that
so far as our salvation is concerned, they are often successful in
that so far as our confidence is concerned.

 

Was relating how he had experienced a difficult time in Troas
that had the potential to shake his position in the Lord. Thank the
Lord that Paul was "fixed" in Christ. Regardless of the difficulty
his position was set, fixed, it could not be moved and because he
could not be moved from his position in Christ, he triumphed.

 

May we be so fixed and so triumph.

 

June 12, 2006

 

Leviticus 19:17 

Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon
him.

 

The Bible gives this remedy for those who hate (make an enemy
of) another in his heart, and that is that we rebuke them. The word
rebuke appears to be repeated in the verse making it a strong form
of this rebuke. Do not let your soul "spare for their
crying"[46] but make sure you rebuke their
sin and that you repeat the rebuke as long as is necessary.

 


	It is not right to talk about them to others.[47]

	Nor is it right to hold a grudge.[48]

	But it is proper and right to confront them with their
sin.



 

Once we have done this, and they choose to continue in their sin
we have two responsibilities,


	First, forgive them so that there is no bitterness in
our own hearts[49]
and

	Secondly, separate from them so that their sin does not
become our own.[50]



 

June 13, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 5:13 

For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or
whether we be sober, it is for your cause.

 

Barnes, "… It has not been uncommon, by any means, for the cold
and the prudent; for formal professors and for hypocrites to regard
the warm-hearted and zealous friends of religion as maniacs…
."[51]

 

Paul confessed that he was sometimes "beside himself." He was
not in control but the Lord was in control. We find in Acts 13:9
the Bible says he was "filled with the Holy Ghost." Those filled
this way in Acts 2 were accused of being drunk.[52] Festus accused Paul of being "beside
himself" stating that "much learning doth
make thee mad".[53]

 

There is a kind of "beside ourselves" I want to be. Where what
matters to me the most is that Christ be glorified, where


	Saying what He wants me to say,

	Going where He wants me to go,

	Doing what He wants me to do



Becomes more important to me than what people think me.

 

On the other hand Paul also said he was "sober" in control of
his thoughts and passions for the good of those he ministered
to.  Passion, zeal, fire, that is controlled to the glory of
God looks to be the most useful in reaching the world for Jesus
Christ.

 

 

June 14, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 6:10 

As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all
things.

 

Barnes; "… .notwithstanding the fact that he always appeared to
have occasion for grief. Religion had a power not only to sustain
the soul in trial, but to fill it with positive joy. The sources of
his joy were doubtless the assurances of the divine favor and the
hopes of eternal glory… ."[54]

 

In a recent conversation with a preacher friend he said
something close to, "If a Christian isn't sorrowful he isn't
looking around." Our world is so filled with wickedness. It would
be easy for the Christian to believe as the world does that
Christianity has lost. We have missed our chance to change the
world, that the Lord Jesus Christ and His church failed, and that
the world system with its godlessness has won. The reason this is
not true is because it fails to take into consideration


	First, that the Word of God says these things will
happen toward the end of the age.

	Secondly, that this world is not where the ultimate
victory is to be found.



 

There is for the observant and sensitive Christian always an
occasion for grief. However, there is also a reason for great joy
in the soul as we recall the promises of the Word of God and the
hope of eternity. I doubt that a Christian can be genuinely
effective in this world without a sense of burden and grief in his
heart and soul. But the energy to do the work of God comes from the
joy of the promise.

 

June 15, 2006

 

Leviticus 25:22 

And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old
fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye shall eat
of the old store.

 

We are always urged to look ahead in the Christian faith. We
can't live on yesterday's blessings. What God taught us last week
is not sufficient for this week. We must put our hands to the plow
and not look back.

 

But there also comes a time in each believer's life when it is
good to retreat from the pressure of pressing on and let the Lord
feed us with the old store.


	If we have been in the Word of God

	If we have been faithful to the things of
God

	If we have earnestly and fervently sought the Lord and
prayed



Then there will be some fruit laid up in store.

 

The old store took six years to build and then lasted it appears
for three years.


	The last year of harvest

	The next year of rest and

	The third year while waiting for the new crop to
yield.



 

I thank the Lord for some old store to lean on.

 

 

 

June 16, 2006

 

Proverbs 16:9 

A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD
directeth his steps.

 

This passage does not contrast the one from the other but
instead the two compliment each other. It is not that the heart of
a wicked man “deviseth” a way to live without God but that the Lord
directs the steps of a godly man who seeks a plan to do right.

 

The wise man will think through his steps and count his
cost.  As he does, and as he leans upon the Lord, God directs
his steps. Years ago I made a plan for entering the ministry. To
the best of my ability I worked the details and tried to do what
would be right with the Lord. In the end my plans did not work out
like I had hoped, but God directed my steps anyway.

 

So plan, look ahead, foresee the difficulties and dangers, and
then just step out in faith believing that our Almighty God can
guide each step exactly where it ought to go.

 

June 17, 2006

 

Numbers 2:34 

And the children of Israel did according to all that
the LORD commanded Moses: so they pitched by their standards, and
so they set forward, every one after their families, according to
the house of their fathers.

 

According to the Webster's 1828 dictionary

By means "near or
close" or

After is "in marine language, a
comparative degree of aft."  In common language
it would mean "behind in place or order"
or "in pursuit of" or "in
imitation of"

According means "agreeing,
harmonizing."

 

God's plan for Israel, and I would suggest that God's plan for
us today, is one of order. The family that is represented by Israel
is most likely the local church because that is the key to His
ministry in our present day. That this family is larger than our
blood relatives is seen in that the people pitched by their family
"tribe." No doubt that what is true of our practice at the church
ought to be true in our homes, but the type must be larger than our
homes in that our blood families ought to be "swallowed up" in the
church family. So


	We ought to stay close to our church

	We ought to pursue the ministry and motion and work of
the church and

	We ought to agree with and seek to bring harmony in our
local church.



 

June 18, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 10:16 

To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and
not to boast in another man's line of things made ready to our
hand.

 

It is obvious in the Scriptures that the heart of the ministry
is to be "to preach the gospel in the regions
beyond… ” Paul's desire for the work in Corinth was
that they would so grow in the Lord that the work that had begun in
Corinth would spread beyond them. By the word "enlarged" in verse
15 Paul meant the work of God, the ministry he had begun. His
purpose was not stay in the one place and keep working the same
soil over and over but to see what he had already done increase to
the place where the ministry naturally grew to reach places it had
not reached before.

 

Paul's ministry, like that of Christ's own, could and would
accomplish greater things only when others grew spiritually to the
place where they took on the ministry themselves.

 


	When the faith of God's people
increases

	The work of the ministry is enlarged
and

	The gospel is preached beyond the current
line



 

So that the way to get the gospel the furthest is for the people
of God to increase in faith.

 

 

 

June 19, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 11:2 

For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I
have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ.

 

There is a kind of jealousy that becomes godly through its
motive.[55] Paul's goals and desires that
these people be right with God drove him to what would be
considered folly in any other setting but is completely appropriate
for the cause of Jesus Christ.

 

Jesus Christ is so far above the things of this world that our
devotion to Him should make it appear we hate the things of this
world. Our love for Him, our complete abandonment to what is holy
and godly and chaste would be folly for anything of this world
because it would be so far inferior to the Lord.

 

One thing and one thing alone should the Christian give his life
for, and that is Jesus Christ.

 

 

 

June 20, 2006

 

Numbers 8:18-19 

And I have taken the Levites for all the firstborn
of the children of Israel.

And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and
to his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the service of
the children of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, and
to make an atonement for the children of Israel: that there be no
plague among the children of Israel, when the children of Israel
come nigh unto the sanctuary.

 

This passage is a wonderful picture of the work of the ministry.
The Lord gave that which was first given to Him back to those who
had given themselves to be the ministers of the Lord.

 

There are many differences between the work of the tabernacle in
the Old Testament and the work of the church in the New Testament
but I picture an application like this. The pastor of the church
seeks that the Lord will give him those who will first give
themselves to the Lord. As a pastor I need help in the
ministry.


	I need staff members

	I need deacons

	I need Sunday School teachers

	I need soul winners

	I need bus workers

	I need teachers in our Bible College

	I need workers in our RU program



 

But I need these people to be first given to the Lord. I do not
want the ones who give themselves to me. I want the ones who give
themselves to the Lord and the Lord then gives them to me. In that
way they will be so much better helpers than if they were just
helping me.

 

 

 

June 21, 2006

 

2 Corinthians 13:4 

For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he
liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we
shall live with him by the power of God toward
you.

 

Gill, "… this is a certain truth, that such who suffer with
Christ, shall live and reign, and be glorified together with him;
but of the life, power, and efficacy of the ministers of Christ,
and of Christ in and with them, displayed in the lively
ministration of the word and ordinances, in the vigorous discharge
of all the branches of their office; not only in preaching, but in
rebuking, admonishing, laying on of censures, and punishing
criminals; and especially regards the powerful exertion and use of
the apostolic rod… "[56]

 

Chapter thirteen of 2 Corinthians is one of those places where
Paul especially demonstrates his authority. Over and over he
explains that there is a sharpness he is capable of using in his
efforts to bring souls to a right walk with Jesus Christ. Paul was
not afraid to be weak. He was not afraid to expose himself to
dangers and to endure hardships and trials. But neither was he
afraid to "come again… " and "…
not spare."[57]

 

In all of it though, he said his goal was that those he led
would "… do that which is
honest..."[58] and
"your perfection."[59]

 

That is also my goal.

 

June 22, 2006

 

Numbers 11:17 

And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I
will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon
them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that
thou bear it not thyself alone.

 

By spirit here the Word of God is referring to the gifts that
the Spirit of God had endowed Moses with. Ancient preachers likened
Moses here to a lamp whose flame may spread to others without
losing any of it own brightness. Is there a better way to reach the
world than for the flame of one whose life has been given to God to
be spread to others and then  to others still? I am reminded
of the Apostle's admonition in 2 Timothy 2:2 

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others also.

 

This spirit of the Lord is not to be hoarded or jealously
concealed.

It is to be shared.

It is to be spread.

Like a flame it is to be set loose that it might burn through
the whole world.

 

 

June 23, 2006

 

Galatians 2:17 

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we
ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister
of sin? God forbid.

 

It is always a difficult thing when one who has preached Christ
is then discovered in sin. This in no way reflects upon the Person
of Jesus Christ. His hand in our life is toward right. The trouble
lies not in Jesus Christ but in the man or woman seeking Christ. We
don't do it perfectly. We are seeking; we haven't attained that
perfect righteousness which belongs to the Lord.

 

Lord Make it so in my life that I may know Jesus Christ and His
righteousness.

 

 

June 24, 2006

 

Numbers 15:39 

And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may
look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do
them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes,
after which ye use to go a whoring:

 

It is difficult not to see in the Scriptures the importance the
Lord places upon the clothes we wear. Today it seems like many take
the one verse in the Bible that tells us not to judge a person by
what he is wearing to mean that God does not care about what we
wear. To take that position one must necessarily decide that none
of the passages that speak of clothing matter at all.

 

God does have a standard. And that standard is just this; that
when we look upon our clothing, we remember the commandments of the
Lord and do them and that we do not seek after our own heart or
eyes.

 

Of course the standard goes far beyond our clothing. The clothes
we wear should only serve as a memorial of the deeper things of
God. The key is to seek the Lord with all our heart and soul and
mind and strength, and to let the outer things just help us
remember to do that.

 

June 25, 2006

 

Galatians 4:1-2 

Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child,
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of
all; 

But is under tutors and governors until the time
appointed of the father.

 

I could not help but think of another verse as I read this
passage;

1 Corinthians 13:11

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood
as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put
away childish things.

 

There is a freedom that the child of God can only know as he
begins to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. While there is liberty and joy and great
blessing just in being saved, that was never where our Lord
expected our Christian experience end. God's goal, God's desire for
each child of God is that we would grow and take upon us the image
of the Lord Jesus Christ and only in that image can we genuinely be
free from the bondage of sin and of the things of this world.

 

Of course the ultimate fulfillment of this will not take place
until we get to glory and rule and reign with Christ, but there is
a secondary fulfillment which belongs to the Christian who today,
through surrender, conforms to the image of the Lord.

 

 

 

June 26, 2006

 

Galatians 5:5 

For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of
righteousness by faith.

 

Waiting in expectation and hoping in anticipation of the
righteousness that belongs to the Christian is the discipline of
the Christina faith. There is such temptation to, like Abraham and
Sarah, try to make things happen for the Lord.


	To grow righteousness

	To build the work of God

	To change the world's sin condition



Even if it is done in the power of the flesh, seems like such a
reasonable thing to do.


	Righteousness must be had

	Sin must be squelched

	Wickedness must be attacked



And the temptation is to assume that this must happen so much so
that it is all right to do it in our power so long as it is
done.

 

Paul's lesson was so different. He said righteousness can only
be attained


	Through the Spirit

	By faith and

	After waiting



Righteousness attained any other way is no real righteousness
but is more filthy rags before the Lord. Only that righteousness
that comes through the power of the Holy Spirit working in us
through faith is true righteousness and pleasing to the Lord.

 

Lord help us to wait.

 

June 27, 2006

 

Galatians 6:14 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world.

 

This passage is a favorite to Christians and for many reasons.
However in my devotions today I finally connected the passage with
its context. In verse 12 Paul speaks of the Judaizers and how they
"constrained" or tried to force these Gentiles into being
circumcised, "to make a fair show in the flesh."


	They want to appear successful.

	They want to be able to boast about how many converts
they have.

	They want to be able to count up the ones who have done
as they constrained



 

In contrast to that the Apostle says he refused to glory in
anything other than the cross of Jesus Christ. His glory would not
be in who was compelled to do what due to his influence. His glory
would be in this one thing; that Christ was crucified for
sinners.

 

 

June 28, 2006

 

Numbers 24:13 

If Balak would give me his house full of silver and
gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment of the LORD, to do either
good or bad of mine own mind; but what the LORD saith, that will I
speak?

 

A person has to know a little more of Balaam's story than is
seen in these two chapters to find out the true character of this
man. Further in the book we learn that he was slain with the kings
of Midian and Numbers 31:16 indicates that he gave counsel that led
to Israel's seduction into idolatry. The New Testament's indictment
against Balaam (2 Peter 2:15, Rev 2:14 Jude 1:11) is that he was a
man who loved money more than righteousness.

 

But I cannot help but claim this as a passage I want to be true
of myself. How could a child of God ever want to go beyond the
commandment of the Lord? In what we do and in what we speak,
regardless of the consequences, either good or bad for us, we have
no choice but to obey only the commandment of the Lord.

 

June 29, 2006

 

Ephesians 2:16 

And that he might reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby:

 

There was, in the days of Paul, such a gulf fixed between the
Jews and the Gentiles that one would likely believe there was no
way to reconcile them to each other, let alone with God. But what
was impossible for man, God did in one body and in one act. That
one body was the human body of Jesus Christ and that one act was
the cross where Jesus died for the sins, not just of the Jews but
also of the Gentiles, both being party to His crucifixion. Through
the cross Jesus Christ slew, not the Jews and not the Gentiles, but
the enmity that was between them and God. With the way paved to the
Lord, the way was also paved for them to join together in the
things of the Lord.

 

The way for me to be reconciled to those with whom I have
difficulty is to keep my eyes upon the Lord Jesus Christ and the
great things He has done, not just for me, but for them.

 

 

June 30, 2006

 

Ephesians 3:7 

Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift
of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his
power.

 

There are two phrases in the text that grab my attention;

 

The first, "the gift of the grace of
God." Since the word grace means in itself a gift,
this call to the ministry is "the gift of the gift" The Greek words
are different but the idea is the same. The ability to do the work
of the ministry is not in the power of the human flesh. It is not a
choice that we make for ourselves, it is a call and a gratuity
bestowed upon us. My ministry is a gift of the gift from God. It is
the single most wonderful blessing God could bestow upon a child of
God that He would make us a minister.

 

The second, "by the effectual working of His
power." The ministry was so far from being Paul's own
choice that Paul said it was a manifestation of the power of God
that He would be in the ministry. This man had once persecuted the
cause for which he would now die! My being in the ministry is not
my own choice. It was a choice God made upon my life and it is a
token and an evidence of His power that I would have


	Gotten saved

	Surrendered to the ministry and

	Survived it this long.



 

Thank God for "the gift of the grace of
God" in my life.

 

 

 

July 1, 2006

 

Ephesians 4:13 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

 

I saw this passage differently than I have ever before. I have
always read it to mean that the preachers were given to bring the
believers


	First to the unity of the faith

	Second to the knowledge of the Son of God

	Third unto a perfect men and

	Fourth unto the measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ.



 

But as I read it this morning I noticed that it really reads
that the goals are to come


	Unto a perfect man and

	Unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ and we are come unto those



In the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God

 

The unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God is
what brings us to a perfect man and the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ.

 

How may we grow to maturity so we are no more children tossed to
and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine? We come to
that place in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God. Our unity in our faith and knowledge is what matures
us. Our responsibility is not so much to bring us unto the perfect
man, but to bring us to this unity in the faith and knowledge of
the Son of God.

 

Said unity will equip is to endure the windy storms of this
worlds every changing doctrines.

 

 

July 2, 2006

 

Ephesians 5:21 

Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of
God.

 

Robertson's Word Pictures says that the word submitting is "…
.an old military figure to line up under… "[60] God has established a chain. In the home the
husband is the head even as Christ is the head of the church.
Whether we are speaking about the church, the home, the place of
business or even the military, everyone has his or her proper place
and the place they will be the safest, the most productive and even
the happiest is in their place.


	Outside of that place they will be rubbing wrong with
everything.

	Outside of that place they will not fit.

	Outside of that place they will learn that they cannot
function.



Inside that place there is contentment peace and usefulness.

 

The trouble is that our flesh is in many respects self
destructive. The will of man will push the envelope of submission,
striving to find a new place and claiming for itself a place that
only rightly belongs to those the Lord places there. So there is
only one way to really gain the ideal of "submitting
yourselves one to another" and that is
"in the fear of God."

 

We can be assured when we press ourselves out of formation it is
because we have lost the proper fear of God. And we can be sure
that the way to return to proper formation is to return to fearing
the Lord.

 

 

 

July 3, 2006

 

Ephesians 6:7 

With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and
not to men:

 

I took for my thought today those words, "With good
will doing service… "

 

Since we are all to be submitted one to another, the fact is
that each of us could and should consider ourselves to be the
servants of the text. In every case, from the husband who is to
love his wife and give himself for her to the master who is to
forbear threatening his servants, we are all uniquely submitted one
to another and we all should, "With good will do
service, as to the Lord and not to
men."

 

The term good will just means, “benevolence.” It is the idea of
doing good, out of a kind heart, not grudgingly, but less than even
that, but with the intent of being a blessing.

 

What a wonderful day it would be if we each would take upon our
selves to do service for one another with this type of good
will.

 

 

July 4, 2006

 

Philippians 1:7 

Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all,
because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and
in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers
of my grace.

 

The reason Paul was confident of their salvation and the reason
he was in such love with these people is because they had become
"partakers of [his]
grace." Both in meeting his physical and
spiritual needs while in prison and through their own efforts to
defend the gospel and win souls they had not only taken on a grace
of their own but had undertaken to help Apostle Paul in his own
calling and in the ministry God had called him to.

 

There is just something about the relationship a preacher
develops with those people who partake in his vision. Some will
work side by side with you for the cause of Christ, but you always
know that they have their own vision, their own calling, their own
work they long to see progress. On the other hand there are those
who see the preacher's calling as their own. It is not that they
are lesser Christians; they are the kind that really make the work
of God grow. They are the kind who can see their role not as
casting a vision, but as partakers in the vision God has given
their pastor.

 

Heavenly Father, I pray for more Philippians in our church.


	Thank You for those who are friends.

	Thank You for those who have a calling of their
own.

	Thank You for those who will go out from us to find
partakers in their own grace.



But thank you as much and more for those who are partakers of my
grace and my calling and who will both comfort and support me in my
battles and yoke with me to carry out the calling You have placed
in my heart.

 

 

July 5, 2006

 

Philippians 2:13 

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and
to do of his good pleasure.

 

There are numerous lessons in this passage that humble the child
of God who pays much attention to it.

 

First

It is God which worketh

It is not what we do that really matters. And anything we do
that has any lasting impact is work that God did and not us

 

Second

in you

What God needs to do is not in the world, not in others, not in
governments, not against the devil; the work that must be done is a
work "in you." This world will change if
God is allowed to do a work in each of us as individuals

 

Third

of His good pleasure

Barnes Notes reminds us that God does not will and do everything
but only "his good pleasure."[61] We must not blame God for our committing of sin
and we must not expect God to enable us to accomplish that which is
not His pleasure and delight.

 

God is not interested in our pleasure. His will is not that we
accomplish our own will. God has a plan for the ages. His pleasure,
His delight, His satisfaction comes in that plan being brought to
fruition. And I am sure that we will most be blessed when we
surrender to His will and pleasure rather than our own.

 

July 6, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 3:24-26 

O Lord GOD, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy
greatness, and thy mighty hand: for what God is there in heaven or
in earth, that can do according to thy works, and according to thy
might? 

I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land
that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and
Lebanon. 

But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and
would not hear me: and the LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee;
speak no more unto me of this matter.

 

An interesting point in the context is that Moses was not angry,
bitter or in any way upset that the Lord would not hear and answer
his prayer to go into the Promised Land. He was content when God
told him to be, at the ministry he had experienced and the judgment
of God on his life.

 

Each of us has our place. God chooses our lot and God places the
judgments He deems best for our sins. Like Moses we would do best
to deal with it and move on. He has been better to us than we can
ever really claim we deserve.

 

That God would begin, "… to shew thy servant thy
greatness and thy mighty hand… " is more than we
could have asked for. Let that suffice us and let us no more wallow
in our self pity for the judgment God chooses in our lives. Let's
just use our life for the glory of God the way He sees fit.

 

 

July 7, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 6:23 

And he brought us out from thence, that he might
bring us in, to give us the land which he sware unto our
fathers.

 

God brought Israel out of Egypt.


	Out of the bondage

	Out of the affliction

	Out of the slavery



 

That He might bring them into the Canaan


	Into the Promised Land

	Into the blessings of the Lord

	Into a place of their own



 

But after He brought them out and before He could bring them in,
there was the wilderness experience. In the wilderness


	God gave them His law

	God organized their society

	God ordered their worship and

	God proved their faith



Israel would not have had to stay in the wilderness as long as
they did. And certain they would not have had to suffer most of the
trials they did had they just believed God. But the wilderness was
a necessary passage for them.

 

I am so glad God brought me out of the slavery of sin and
rescued me from everlasting hell. I am thrilled to know that heaven
is my home and that I have a place reserved for me there.

 

But between the day of my salvation and my eventual homecoming
there is this necessary passage of life on planet earth. This
passage has purpose, meaning and direction. God has planned it for
my good. I can mess up this passage if I do not believe God's Word
and trust His timing and leadership, but the passage has benefit to
me, even the hard times, if I will only follow the Lord and trust
Him.

 

July 8, 2006

 

Colossians 1:21-22 

And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he
reconciled 

In the body of his flesh through death, to present
you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his
sight:

 

What a wonderful thing it is to be saved. Through the death of
the Lord Jesus Christ we are reconciled to God (the Greek word is a
compound which actually means "fully reconciled.") Because of Jesus
Christ we will be presented to the Lord

Holy - it means awesome thing. God looks at the
child of God not only as His but awesomely His. It is awesome that
one so lost and sin stained can be made His

 

Unblameable- faultless. God sees only the shed
blood of Jesus Christ and His righteousness when He sees us. There
is no blame, no blemish, no fault.

 

Unreproveable - VWS says not only free from the
blemish but free from the charge of it.[62]

 

 

 

 

 

July 9, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 10:17 

For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of
lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not
persons, nor taketh reward:

 

It is wonderful to think about the fact that this great mighty
and terrible God loves us. He does not love the Christian because
we are better than others. He does not love us because we serve Him
so well. He does not love us because we are so effective at
bringing others to know Him as Saviour. He loves us because He
chooses to love us.

 

His love for us cannot be earned nor purchased. God is so great
that there is nothing we could give that would have any value to
Him.

 

So our response to God's love is to be [63]


	Fear the Lord thy God

	Walk in His ways

	Love Him

	Serve Him with all thy heart and soul

	Keep His commandments



 

We do not do these to earn His love but because we have His
love. If we keep that in mind it will make our walk with the Lord
so much more joyful.

 

July 10, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 12:30 

Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by
following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and
that thou enquire not after their gods, saying, How did these
nations serve their gods? even so will I do
likewise.

 

I wonder how many of us have missed this precept and have
followed after the wisdom of this world. God has warned us, and we
have accepted as truth that the lost will end up in hell and the
Lake of Fire for trusting their own wisdom rather than coming to
Jesus Christ as Saviour. And yet, though we know that is true, we
still enquire after them asking "How do they succeed in this
world?" and we often choose almost unwittingly to "do
likewise."

 

I think even our churches have enquired after this world to do
likewise. We search the world over for those practices that will
get the best results for church growth and we use them. We chase
after leadership conferences and pastors' seminars all designed to
teach us how to reach our greatest potential for winning the lost
and building a church. What it seems we seldom do is really seek
the Lord and His blessings. I long for a heaven sent work of God:
something that cannot be attributed to a man.

 

God wants us to be a completely separate people.


	Our manner of conduct

	Our lifestyle

	Our worship

	Our music



Everything ought to be different than those of this world. If
they seem to have a degree of success in the world that we do not
experience, it is only for a season. Moses chose the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. Can we not do
the same?

 

July 11, 2006

 

Colossians 4:5 

Walk in wisdom toward them that are without,
redeeming the time.

 

It seems to me that the concept of redeeming the time both here
and in Ephesians 5:16, which is a parallel passage is that we use
every moment we have to the best profit in reaching lost souls for
Jesus Christ. In both passages there is the idea of walking; in
this "in wisdom" in the other "circumspectly." In both the eye is
on those who are outside the house of God.

 

There is in us this thing that makes us use time for our own
benefit. We want to do what brings the greatest profit to
ourselves. If what would suit us best is to "let down our hair"
then that is what we want to do. If what will suit us best is to
push for a promotion on the job, then that is what we do.

 

It seems to me that Paul says that we ought to view our time as
a product to be expended on trying to reach those who are lost.

 

 

 

 

July 12, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 15:4-5 

Save when there shall be no poor among you; for the
LORD shall greatly bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God
giveth thee for an inheritance to possess
it: 

Only if thou carefully hearken unto the voice of the
LORD thy God, to observe to do all these commandments which I
command thee this day.

 

God makes a promise in verse 4 of great blessings in the
Promised Land. But then God makes that promise contingent upon
this, that they "carefully hearken … to observe to do all
these commandments… " The term "carefully hearken" fits in a style
of writing I find often in the Word of God where God repeats the
same word twice for emphasis. This is like God said "hearken to
hearken." Other ways to express the same thing would be


	Listen to listen

	Take heed to take heed

	Attend to attend



It is the idea that we pay double attention to make sure we
really do obey the Lord.

 

Then there is the phrase "observe to do." It would mean
something like "be careful that you do."

 

So God says to these people that if they want His blessing upon
their land they must


	carefully watch to make sure they

	carefully do

	"all these commandments"



 

We have slipped so far from that type of standard today. It is
as if we think we may live and serve the Lord as haphazardly as we
choose. We believe we may


	Make our own decisions

	Choose our own course

	Plan our own destiny



And the Lord will naturally bless us just because He naturally
blesses people. We may take even little more spiritual view and
believe He will bless us because we are, after all, saved and His
children.

 

God's Word is still true however, and God wants us to carefully
learn the Word of God and then meticulously practice what He
teaches in it. We may only do that with the help of the Holy
Spirit, but we must do that in order to have the fullest of His
blessings.

 

 

July 13, 2006

 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 

But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God,
which trieth our hearts.

 

Barnes: " The meaning here is, that the apostle had a deep
conviction of the truth that God knew all his motives, and that all
would be revealed in the last day."

 

RWP: "Few temptations assail the preacher more strongly than
this one to please men, even if God is not pleased, though with the
dim hope that God will after all condone or overlook. Nothing but
experience will convince some preachers how fickle is popular
favour and how often it is at the cost of failure to please God.
And yet the preacher wishes to win men to Christ… ..God tests our
hearts… ..and he is the only one whose approval matters in the end
of the day."

 

God I pray You try my heart and tell me what is there. Help me
to do what is right, not what is popular. Help me pass through the
temptation to please men at the expense of doing what is right.

 

July 14, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 20:4 

For the LORD your God is he that goeth with you, to
fight for you against your enemies, to save you.

 

Most of us never enter a field of battle in the same respects as
the soldiers of Israel, but I see this passage as being similar to
the duty of the preacher each time the congregation of the Lord is
assembled. We have enemies. Some of those are enemies because of
our faith. Some of them are our enemies for unreasonable reasons.
We just for one reason or another do not get along. Some of them
are more violent. Others are more subtle in their efforts to
attacks us. Sometimes the enemy may be a brother in Christ as was
the case when Israel found themselves in conflict with the tribe of
Benjamin or when they took up a cause against the two and one half
tribes that had built their own altar. The United States found
itself in a situation like that in the Civil War when, even though
we now know who won the conflict, it would be difficult to say
whose side the Lord was on. Both sides had some valid issues.

 

In every case the child of can expect that God goes with us and
will both fight our enemies and protect us in the battle. God knows
the best way to win any sort of fight. If it is a friend who is at
odds with us, God is the one who can take us into the conflict and
give us victory while doing what is best for the other.

 

 

 

July 15, 2006

 

1 Thessalonians 4:7 

For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but
unto holiness.

 

This passage must, of course, be taken in consideration of the
context which is primarily dealing with sexual impurities. But
Barnes Notes says of verse 6, "… .But there is no reason why it
should be confined to it. The Greek is so general that it may
prohibit all kinds of fraud, overreaching, or covetousness, and may
refer to any attempt to deprive another of his rights, whether it
be the right which he has in his property, or his rights as a
husband, or his rights in any other respect. It is a general
command not to defraud; in no way to take advantage of another; in
no way to deprive him of his rights."[64]

 

Christians ought not defraud one another neither ought we
despise the Word of God that teaches us this. Whether we are
speaking about coveting another's wife, or lusting after his
possessions, a Christian ought to learn to have such love for one
another (vs. 9) that he is glad for him and does not seek his
things. To disregard or reject this truth (the word
“despise” means “to reject or
cast off”) is to despise not man but God
for this is genuinely the law of God and not the rule of men.

 

 

 

July 16, 2006

 

1 Thessalonians 5:24 

Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do
it.

 

The word “faithful” is
“trustworthy.”

The term "do it" means "carry
through"

 


	God calls men to salvation

	God calls men to holiness and

	God calls men into service



 

In every case we can be assured that our God will carry through
with what He has called us to.

 

He is


	Trustworthy

	Sure

	True



And we can utterly depend upon Him.

 

It is not in us to do what God calls us to. We cannot save
ourselves. No more can we will ourselves to be holy or choose to
perform a ministry to God that will please Him. God is the One who
will "do it" or else it won't be done well.

 

Let's place our trust in Him and not in our own powers.

 

Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do
it.

 

July 17, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 26:17-18 

Thou hast avouched the LORD this day to be thy God,
and to walk in his ways, and to keep his statutes, and his
commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto his
voice: 

And the LORD hath avouched thee this day to be his
peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest
keep all his commandments;

 

The word "avouched" means "made to
say."[65] It is similar to the word
"affirmed." The Jews had affirmed the Lord to be
their God and God in response had affirmed them to be His peculiar
people.

 

Israel said they would do three things

1. Walk in His ways

2. Keep His statutes commandments and
judgments

3. Hearken to His voice

 

May we avouch to the Lord to do the very same.

 

July 18, 2006

 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 KJV 

But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth: 

Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Romans 3:23 says "For all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God." But here we learn that through
the gospel we have obtained the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
What a blessing and comfort to see in the Scriptures that though I
can never earn righteousness and would have always come short of
God's glory if I were to continue to strive for it in my own
strength, yet through the gospel, when I trusted Christ as my
Saviour, at that moment I "acquired" the very glory of Jesus
Christ.

 

Let me always remember to put my trust, not in my own abilities
but in Jesus Christ. Let me remember to rest in Christ and only
through Him stand fast and hold the traditions we have been taught
in God's Word.

 

July 19, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 30:11-14 KJV 

For this commandment which I command thee this day,
it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far
off. 

It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who
shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may
hear it, and do it? 

Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest
say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that
we may hear it, and do it? 

But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth,
and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

 

By this time in Israel's history Moses had gone through the
commandments of God over and over.


	They knew God's plan for their lives

	They knew the promises He had made to them
and

	They knew the conditions for His
blessings



 

They were without excuse concerning obeying the Lord. Everything
they needed to obey Him was very nigh. It was not hidden, neither
was it difficult to obtain. They just had to accept it and submit
to it.

 

We often make excuse for our sins as if it is God's fault we
can't get the victory over them. We act as if obedience to the Lord
was some illusive dream that, while sounding wonderful, is always
just beyond our reach. That is not the testimony of the Word of
God. The Bible asserts that what we need for life and godliness is
right in our mouths and in our hearts. We who have been saved have
everything necessary to do God's will.

 


	We have the Bible that gives us His will

	We have preachers who help us understand God's will and
who keep it before us from the pulpit

	We have the Holy Ghost of God dwelling inside us to
give us the supernatural power to submit.



 

Perhaps the reason we so often are unsuccessful is because we
still believe the answers are hidden from us. Perhaps we do not
really accept that God has the answers so that we genuinely
surrender to those answers.

 

 

July 20, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 32:8-10 KJV 

When the most High divided to the nations their
inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds
of the people according to the number of the children of
Israel. 

For the LORD'S portion is his people; Jacob is the
lot of his inheritance. 

He found him in a desert land, and in the waste
howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept
him as the apple of his eye.

 

Clarke, "The Lord's portion is His
people… What an astonishing saying! As holy souls
take God for their portion, so God takes them for his portion. He
represents himself as happy in his followers; and they are
infinitely happy in, and satisfied with, God as their portion. This
is what is implied in being a saint. He who is seeking for an
earthly portion, has little commerce with the Most High."[66]

 

I certainly agree with Mr. Clarke that this is an astonishing
saying. It is reminiscent of the division of the Promised Land to
Israel. Each tribe was given a portion or a lot. God says His lot
is the people themselves. Just as they will find


	Their identity

	Their dwelling and

	Their substance



In their portion, even so God finds those in His people. No
wonder God is so jealous to protect His portion and to insist that
they live and serve and worship Him as He instructs.

 

The passage is obviously speaking of Israel as is seen in the
phrase, "Jacob is the lot of His
inheritance." But it must be remembered that we who
have trusted Christ are the seed of Abraham by faith. We can
equally claim this as our own.

 

July 21, 2006

 

Deuteronomy 33:2-3 KJV 

And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up
from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came
with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law
for them. 

Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy
hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall receive of thy
words.

 

I love this!

 

Verse 2 says a fiery law came from God's right hand and verse 3
says God loved the people. So one of the ways God proved His love
for Israel was by giving them a "fiery
law." We often think laws, especially strict ones,
come from a cruel and overbearing source. The fact is when God
gives us these standards and laws with such strict consequences for
violating them; it is precisely because He loves us.

 

What a wonderful thing to be guided and chastened and in
submission to this loving God.

 

 

 

 

 

July 22, 2006

 

Proverbs 21:3 KJV 

To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the
LORD than sacrifice.

 

Barnes, "The words have a special significance as coming from
the king who had built the temple, and had offered sacrifices that
could not be numbered for multitude 1Ki_8:5."[67]

 

Justice, "The virtue which consists in giving
to every one what is his due; practical conformity to the laws and
to principles of rectitude in the dealings of men with each other;
honesty; integrity in commerce or mutual intercourse."[68]

 

Judgment, "a verdict"[69]
"The act of judging; the act or process of the mind in comparing
its ideas, to find their agreement or disagreement, and to
ascertain truth; or the process of examining facts and arguments,
to ascertain propriety and justice; or the process of examining the
relations between one proposition and another."[70]

 

Sacrifice, "… not than any sacrifice; than the
sacrifice of a broken heart, or the sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, or of acts of goodness and beneficence, or of a man's
whole self to the Lord; but than ceremonial sacrifices; which,
though of divine institution, and typical of Christ, and when
offered up in the faith of him, were acceptable to God, while in
force; yet not when done without faith and in hypocrisy, and
especially when done to cover and countenance immoral
actions."[71]

 

There are those who do religious things in hopes that they will
cause God to overlook their acts of obvious sin. God's Word is
clear though, God demands His people "live soberly,
righteously and godly in this present world."[72] No amount of sacrifices covers our
unrighteousness.

 

On the other hand no amount of moral living can convert the
soul. There is one sacrifice that must be applied before any other
lesson in the Word of God has value. That is the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ; without it, all else in vain.

 

 

 

 

July 23, 2006

 

Joshua 4:9 KJV 

And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of
Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests which bare the
ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this
day.

 

I had not noticed this before today. Not only was there a
memorial set up on the Promised Land side of the river, but another
one set up in the midst of the river.

 

I have a New Pilgrim Study Bible that
comments that the stones in the river represent death and the
stones on the other side of the river represent resurrection.

 

I see in these stones the old nature of man; the works of the
flesh. When we get saved all of that gets covered up in the blood
of Jesus Christ. It is still there and will be until the day when
we get to heaven. But God doesn't see it. He only looks at the
flood which covers it.

 

I suppose there were times when the river's water was lower that
maybe some on the bank could see those stones as a reminder of what
God had done, and sometimes when we aren't as close to the Lord as
we ought to be people can see more of the old nature than at other
times, and many times they can see more of the old nature than we
wished to have shown them, but they are still in the midst of the
river. The blood of Jesus Christ keeps them covered.

 

I also expect that there came a day when those stone were no
longer visible at all. Either they were worn away in the constant
torrent of the water, or else Jordon's incessant flow eventually
covered them with sediment. Even so the blood of Jesus Christ works
away our old nature. The sins of the flesh are constantly being
worn down in the flood until one day, in glory, nothing of it will
remain.

 

Thank God for showing me this passage today.

 

 

 

July 25, 2006

 

Proverbs 24:5 KJV 

A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength.

 

A man who fears the Lord is strong.


	Spiritual strength

	Physical strength

	Numerical strength



 

The one who is wise enough to fear the Lord is


	Spiritually strong because he walks with the
Lord

	Physically strong because his godly lifestyle is
healthier

	Numerically strong because he has a spiritual
family



 

But the wisest of all Christians are those that do not rest with
what the Lord has given them but abound more and more.


	Having a walk with God, they walk even mroe with God
and increase in spiritual strength

	Having a healthy lifestyle, they learn to better care
for their body and increase in physcal strength

	Having some close spiritual friends, they show
themselves friendly and win souls to Christ and increase in
numerical strength as well.



 

Seems to me that the lesson is this, a man of knowledge takes
what God has given him and uses it to grow even further for the
Lord.

 

July 25, 2006

 

1 Timothy 5:15 KJV 

For some are already turned aside after
Satan.

 

This passage is speaking primarily of those widows who have
already turned away from the Lord to follow things that are
Satanic. I see two things worthy of consideration and from which to
take warning;

 

First, that if some had already turned aside in
Paul's day how much more ought we to expect that would happen in
our own. I am of the opinion that there is more turning aside than
we like to believe.

 

Secondly, following after Satan in this context
may have been something that we could consider so slight as, being
idle and being a busybody. What is Satanic might not be as extreme
as we are wont to think it today. Those Christians whose lives are
just a little messed up may be more than that. Those who turn aside
from holy Christian living to mix their faith with worldly types of
music, dress and behaviour are really following after Satan.

 

We must be careful not to excuse or justify ungodliness but to
see it for what it is, "turning aside after
Satan."

 

 

 

July 26, 2006

 

1 Timothy 6:20 KJV 

O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of
science falsely so called:

 

It is an awesome thing to be put in trust with the Gospel and
with the ministry of the Word of God to man.  JFB notes that
the phrase "O Timothy," "… marks at once
his affection for Timothy and his prescience at the coming
heresies." [73]

 

Concerning the days we live in we are to keep (the word means to
isolate and guard - maybe lock up) what has been committed to us.
While we must go into the world with the gospel we must also
carefully protect ourselves from those who would take what was
committed to our trust and pervert it in our lives.

 

And we are to avoid (means to deflect, to turn or twist out)
"profane and vain babblings and oppositions of science
falsely so called." When people try to get you to
hear these things, twist away. Don't listen even if it means
wrestling yourself out of their grasp so you don't have to.

 

The truth is so important that we must not allow ourselves to be
turned from that which is committed to our trust. We must keep and
guard it at all costs.

 

July 27, 2007

 

Daniel 9:17-19 KJV 

Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy
servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon
thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's
sake. 

O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine
eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by
thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for
our righteousnesses, but for thy great
mercies. 

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and
do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy
people are called by thy name.

 

This is not the whole of Daniel's prayer in this text, but it
could be called the heart of his prayer. After seeing from God's
Word that He was about to fulfill prophecy and let Israel return to
Jerusalem, and after considering the sin that got Israel in the
problem in the first place, Daniel set himself to seek the Lord and
pray for his people. I see this prayer as one for genuine
revival.

 


	Daniel accepted that revival would require they keep
God's commandments (vs 4)

	Daniel admitted his own sin and the sins of Israel (vs
4-5)

	Daniel admired almighty God (vs 7)

	Daniel allowed that the people were still confused
concerning the way (vs 8)

	Daniel appealed to the mercies of God (vs
9)

	Daniel acknowledged the message of God's Word (vs
12)



 

And then Daniel simply asked God


	To hear

	To forgive

	To hearken

	To do



And to do it all not for Daniel's sake, not for Israel's sake,
but for God's own sake.

 

Lord let this prayer become our prayer.

 

 

 

July 28, 2006

 

Joshua 13:33 KJV 

But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any
inheritance: the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as he
said unto them.

 

This concept is found also in Deuteronomy 18:1-5 and in Joshua
13:14. The tribe of Levi, being the priests, was to be provided for
through the sacrifices and offerings of the people of Israel. They
were to not have a set lot, but were given cities scattered through
the other tribe's lots. It is not that they did not have, but that
they were to be among the people and provided by through the Lord's
people.

 

The significance of this is that Christians today are all said
to be priests. Ours is to be scattered throughout the world, not
claiming any one nationality as our own but caring for the souls of
men and women wherever they may be.

 

This is especially true, I think, of those who are called of the
Lord into ministry. We are to care for the Lord's work and the
Lord's people and let the Lord burden those people to care for us
as He sees fit.

 

Besides, if we never possessed a thing on this earth, but could
claim the Lord as our own - what an inheritance that is.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 29, 2006

 

2 Timothy 3:14 KJV 

But continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned
them;

 

Chapter three describes the "perilous
times” that will mark the "last
days." We cannot say for sure that we are living in
them, but it certainly looks like it to me. I don't think the focus
is supposed to be a negative "woe is me, I live in the last days."
one. Rather I think Paul is giving Timothy (and us) the tools we
need to live in those last days for the Lord's glory.

 

There are only three action statements in the chapter. These, I
propose, are the actions we ought to be taking.

 

Know (vs 1)

As the saying goes, "knowledge is power."


	Knowing that these things are prophesied in God's
Word

	Knowing that none of this is taking God be surprise
and

	Knowing that these are "the last days"



Empowers us not to be victims but rather ambassadors for the
Lord in the last days

 

Turn away (vs 5)

The word means "to deflect or to avoid"

 

If we are going to be the kind of believers that can make the
most profound impact in our day we must separate from the sins of
the last days.

 

Jude said to save people with fear, hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh. There has to be in us that mechanism that
deflects the influence of sinners upon our lives. It is always
easier to go down than up. So we must put in place those safeguards
that keeps us moving toward the Lord , avoiding the pressure to be
pulled into the common sins of the world.

 

Continue (vs 14)

The word means "to dwell or abide" and
Webster's 1828 dictionary says it is "for any time
indefinitely."

 

There is no excuse and no reason ever to turn away from the
things we have learned in the Word of God. God has not been
surprised by the sins of our day. God had not overlooked what the
culture would be like and how difficult it might be to live for the
Lord in those last days. Continue in the things we learn in the
Word of God. Stay true to them. Abide in them; find safety and
shelter and security in them.

 

 

 

 

July 30, 2006

 

2 Timothy 4:9 KJV 

Do thy diligence to come shortly unto
me:

 

Verse 9 and verse 21 both begin with those words "Do
thy diligence to come… ." Sandwiched between are some
very solemn words. Paul's ministry, at least from the standpoint of
what men can see with their eyes, appears to be unraveling.


	We know he is awaiting execution

	Men are leaving him by the groves

	Some for very bad reasons

	Some for better reasons

	Some are being sent into the ministry
elsewhere

	Some have fallen sick





	Paul notes that he felt forsaken before the
courts

	Paul also remembers a man who had done him much
evil.



 

But this is not a negative passage.

Paul also says


	That the Lord stood with him

	That his preaching was fully known and

	That all the Gentiles had heard the Word of
God



 

So Paul urges Timothy to do his diligence to come, and to bring
Mark with him. He was still working to gather a team and he was
still urging those who served with him to bring others with
them.

 

All we can do is our diligence in the things of God. Diligence
to be present at the Lord's house and diligent to bring others with
us.

 

The Lord will do the rest.

 

July 31, 2006

 

Titus 1:9 KJV 

Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to
convince the gainsayers.

 

Our Lord says that the way to exhort (which means to
comfort, to intreat, to call near, to invite) and to
convince (means to admonish, rebuke, convict) the
souls of those the preacher works with [and although the verse only
mentions the gainsayers, I think the text implies both those who
will not hear and those who will hear and need instruction and
blessing] is through sound doctrine which the preacher is only able
to give out as he holds fast to the faithful word he has been
taught.

 

First, the preacher of God's Word must hold
fast himself to that Word.


	It is faithful.

	It is accurate.

	It is truthful.



It is the only thing these people need to hear even when they
wish they could hear something else.

 

The Word of God will do for the preacher himself. It is all he
needs and it contains what will be the very best blessing for him.
He needs to psychology lessons. He needs nothing of this world's
wisdom. He only needs the Word of God and to hold fast to it.

 

Second he needs to hold it fast as he hat h
been taught. Too many reach out to be taught by others. God gives
us the preachers over us he chooses and we would do well to stick
with what they have taught.

 

Third, it is through this sound doctrine that
the preacher is to


	Exhort
 (I think that means the members
of his church who need instruction and encouragement.)

There are some good books a pastor might recommend to his people
but the best book of all is the Word of God. If the preacher holds
fast to it he will have the tools he needs to exhort his
people.

	Convince
 (I think this means those
people either inside or outside of the church who would scoff and
deny the truth.)

Even though they refuse to hear it, the very thing we must
constantly give them is the "faithful word." It is their only hope
of coming under conviction and getting things right. Nothing else
will do.



 

 

August 1, 2006

 

Titus 2:15 KJV 

These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all
authority. Let no man despise thee.

 

Titus, being a pastoral epistle, is mainly written to the
preacher. The work of the preacher is first and foremost a speaking
ministry. Once he knows the Word of God his responsibility is
to


	Speak - literally means to utter words,
preach

	Exhort- means to invite, comfort, implore, to call
near

	Rebuke- means to tell a fault



 

And the Bible says the preacher should do this "with all
authority." I understand that the pastor is not to "lord over God's
flock." But I also understand the Word of God teaches he is to
assume authority.

 

RWP, "Assertion of authority is sometimes necessary."[74]

 

JFB, "Speak with such vigor as to command respect (1Ti_4:12). Warn them with such
authority that no one may think himself above (so the
Greek literally) the need of admonition."[75]

 

Barnes, "The sense here is, he was to do it decidedly, without
ambiguity, without compromise, and without keeping anything back.
He was to state these things not as being advice or counsel, but as
the requirement of God."[76]

 

Woe on us in our day when such authority is despised. 

 

 

 

 

August 2, 2006

 

Titus 3:8 KJV 

This is a faithful saying, and these things I will
that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God
might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and
profitable unto men.

 

Gill, "… "by good works", are meant, not merely honest trades,
and the lawful occupations and businesses of life, which should be
carefully attended to, and diligently followed, in order to be
useful and profitable to themselves, their families, and others;
but every good work, every branch of duty, moral, civil, and
religious"[77]

 

I am interested in the terms of force that may be found in this
passage. "I will…" Vines Expository
Dictionary says this word, "… .usually expresses the
deliberate exercise of volition more strongly … .." that other
Greek words Paul had at his disposal. There is


	Force

	Determination

	Conviction



in this. "Titus, I will, and I expect it will be done, that you
affirm constantly these things." [78]

 

And then there is the phrase "affirm
constantly." It speaks of Titus, the preacher, having
the same


	Conviction

	Determination

	Confidence and



Force

that Paul expressed in his desire that Titus affirm these
things.

 

The work of God is not for mealy mouthed and soft hearted men.
It requires one who will dig into the Word and God and then not be
afraid to affirm both confidently and constantly what he finds
therein.

 

 

August 3, 2006

 

Philemon 1:6 KJV 

That the communication of thy faith may become
effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you
in Christ Jesus.

 

I have used this passage many times over the years as the
catalyst for my prayers. It is not just enough that we communicate
our faith, though that is a good beginning and more than most do I
think. The prayer of the Apostle was that the communication of
faith would be “effectual.” Strong's
Concordance calls that "active, operative." The
communication of faith that is effectual is that communication
which causes action in the hearts of those with whom it is shared.
The prayer is that those hearing and experiencing the communication
the faith would respond to it in kind.

 

Scripture says that the communication of our faith becomes
effectual "by the acknowledging of every good thing
which is in you by Christ Jesus." As others see what
Christ has done in our life that becomes the tool for effectual
communication of faith.

 

So my goal is to so let Christ show through me that others see
His hand in my life and that becomes the tool He uses to make the
communication of my faith effectual.

 

August 4, 2006

 

Hebrews 1:10-12 KJV 

And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine
hands: 

They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all
shall wax old as doth a garment; 

And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they
shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not
fail.

 

Anita and I packed today for a short trip. Along the way we will
need a clothing appropriate for a youth rally, wedding, and church
services, as well as traveling things. After only a few moments
preparation we chose the clothing we wanted to take and folded it
away without effort. God's Word says He does the very same with the
heavens and the earth. He will, in His time, change them to a new
heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21:1) as easily as we change our
garments. The might and power of God is beyond comprehension. He
takes the earth and heavens and folds them as a vesture.



Situations in life often appear to be overwhelming to us. We see no
way we could ever overcome and have victory over them. Yet with
God, nothing is impossible. As easily as we would fold a garment
and place it in our dresser, God can intervene in our
affairs.



Ours is to trust Him. As difficult as that might seem to be, when
we trust Him He will work in our stead.

 

 

 

 

August 5, 2006

 

Hebrews 2:8 KJV 

Thou hast put all things in subjection under his
feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left
nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all
things put under him.

 

The common problem we have today of recognizing that God is
sovereign Scripturally, but observing that God does not seem to be
sovereign practically is not new to us. And, since we know that the
Word of God is given by inspiration of God, it must not be a
surprise to the Lord either.

 

All things are indeed put under Him. There is nothing left
out.


	No man

	No demon

	No natural disaster



There is nothing in this universe that is outside of the
domination of our Saviour.

 

But that does not mean that God has complete control at this
time. Because of man's sin in the garden, our Saviour willingly
gave partial dominion to Satan and his demonic following.


	Things happen that are not the perfect will of
God.

	People do things that God did not originally
desire

	Satan's influence in this world would not have been
God's best



 

All of this is the result of Adam and Eve choosing to follow
Satan's lead rather than to obey to the Lord explicitly.

 

That man is not under total dominion is actually a mark of God's
grace. It means we have freedom to choose our relationship with God
rather than being forced to serve Him. Neither God nor man would
want that.

 

The price is that a world outside of God's dominion is a world
of unpredictable hardships.

 

The good news, the hope is that God has promised one day we will
see all things put under Him.


	Satan will be bound

	Every human knee shall bow and

	God will create new heavens and a new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness. (2 Peter 3:13)



 

What a day that will be!

 

August 6, 2006

 

Hebrews 3:6 KJV 

But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house
are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the
hope firm unto the end.

 

Hebrews 3:14 KJV 

For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the
end;

 

Clarke, " Having believed in Christ as the promised Messiah, and
embraced the whole Christian system, they were consequently made
partakers of all its benefits in this life, and entitled to the
fulfillment of all its exceeding great and precious promises
relative to the glories of the eternal world. The former they
actually possessed, the latter they could have only in case of
their perseverance;… .."[79]

 

I liked what Clarke said concerning the
"if" that at the moment of our trusting
Christ we are made partakers of the benefits of salvation, but we
may only partake in the glories of it, the victories on this side
eternity, "if we hold… .."

 

I got to thinking about it in another light; our flesh loves to
place some sort of work in the way of our faith. Therefore we
interpret this to say we have to work at holding fast. I rather
think it means that the proof we have faith is that we do hold
fast. One of the proofs a man is not a false professor is that he
does not fall away. We can never hold fast in the power of the
flesh. We must be held. And that can only happen through faith in
Christ.

 

That is why verse 12 says to "take heed, brethren,
lest there be in any of you and evil heart of
unbelief."  I cannot hold fast unto the end, but
I can examine myself that I have genuine saving faith in Jesus
Christ.

 

 

 

August 7, 2006

 

Judges 9:5 KJV 

And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and
slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten
persons, upon one stone: notwithstanding yet Jotham the youngest
son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself.

 

Judges 9:7 KJV 

And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood
in the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried,
and said unto them, Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God
may hearken unto you.

 

Judges 9:21 KJV 

And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and
dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech his brother.

 

Judges 9:57 KJV  And all the evil of the men of
Shechem did God render upon their heads: and upon them came the
curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.

 

Sometimes a man has to say what is right regardless of the
consequences. Jotham was a live because he was able to hide himself
when his half brother, Abimelech killed the rest of his brothers.
Now that Abimelech had been made king Jotham had to say something.
He could not let the injustice go at least unanswered.

 


	He pronounced judgment upon both Abimelech (for killing
his brethren) and the Shechemites (for making this man their king,
ignoring the great things Jotham's father had done for
them)

	He implied that Abimelech was nothing but a "bramble"
rather than a great tree (thus discounting any real greatness in
him)

	He predicted that the allegiance between them would end
in both sides killing each other



 

And then Jotham went back into hiding; as far as I can find out,
never to be heard from again. Some would have said that wisdom
dictates Jotham not say anything.

 

It did not help. Abimelech still became king


	He incited more violence against himself. If Abimelech
had not known Jotham survived, or if he chose not to continue
persuing Jotham, this move certainly would have changed all that.
He has made an enemy seven times more so with this
act.

	People could have accused him of being petty and angry.
Certainly the Shechemites, who may not have been that bothered by
him before, would be now. Jotham was just a sore loser. He was
jealous, they might have accused, because he didn't get to become
king.



 

It was three years before Jotham's words were fulfilled.


	Three years of hiding

	Three years of wondering if he might have spoken out of
turn

	Three years without seeing the murders of his brothers
avenged.



 

But what Jotham said was right. And God did avenge the sons of
Gideon upon both the Shechemites and Abimelech.

 

Sometimes you just have to say what needs to be said and pay the
price for saying it.

 

 

 

August 8, 2006

 

Hebrews 5:4 KJV 

And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he
that is called of God, as was Aaron.

 

It is surely an honor to be called of God into the work of the
ministry. While our call today might not be as "provable" as was
Aaron's in the since of external signs, the call is just as
significant today as it ever was. The man who has no sense of call
from God will not likely make it in genuine ministry. He might be
able in the flesh to perform the menial tasks of the "professional"
minister but he will never endure the spiritual warfare that keeps
the Word of God pure and the pulpit true. Practical ministry may be
possible in the flesh, but not the ministry of the soul.

 

And even Aaron's call was questioned by men. So take warning and
care concerning our natural tendency toward rebellion against
authority.  We would never be able to prove he is not called
of God anyway and we may be wrong. If a man is not called of God,
God will reveal that soon enough. We do not need to take up His
cause. We do not need to challenge a man's call.

 

And for those who are called, take heart when challenged.


	Aaron was challenged

	Jesus was challenged

	Paul was challenged



 

More than likely we will be too. God will take care of His
own.

 

August 9, 2006

 

Hebrews 6:17 KJV 

Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto
the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it
by an oath:

 

Gill says the immutability of God's counsel appears from,


	" … .the unchangeableness of his
nature,

	the sovereignty of his will,

	the unsearchableness of his wisdom,

	the omnipotence of his arm, and

	the unconditionality of the thing decreed"[80]



 

Barnes says that "the immutability of his
counsel” means, "His fixed purpose…"
and goes on to say of it, "… .He meant to show in the most solemn
manner that his purpose would not change. The plans of God never
change; and all the hope which we can have of heaven is founded on
the fact that his purpose is immutable. If he changed his plans; if
he was controlled by caprice; if he willed one thing today and
another thing tomorrow, who could confide in him, or who would have
any hope of heaven?"[81]

 

God's counsel is immutable. It is unchangeable and further,
needs no change. It is perfect regardless of the age or the
situation. It never changes and never needs changing.

 

All the hope I need is found in this one truth. God changes not
and His Word is perfectly adequate.

 

Oh Lord, help me to be faithful to Your Word.

 

August 10, 2006

 

Hebrews 7:16 KJV 

Who is made, not after the law of a carnal
commandment, but after the power of an endless
life.

 

What a wonderful thing it is to know that our priest, the one
who ministers before the Lord on our behalf has the power of an
endless life.

 

Because of that;

The ministry never changes (vs 24)

Whenever there is a pastoral change in a church there is always
some sort of change in the direction or in the personality of the
church. No two men are exactly the same so no two men could
possibly pastor the church identically.

But our priest, Jesus Christ, has an endless life. His ministry
on our behalf is unchangeable. It is constant, secure, and
predictable.

 

He is able to save to the utter most (vs
25)

The story is told of a boy throwing starfish back into the ocean
after a storm had washed them ashore. A man came by and taunted the
boy, "Don't you know you can't save them all?" The boy grabbed a
starfish, threw him in the water and said, "I could save that one."
Jesus Christ is not so limited. He not only saves a few, He save
all who come to Him.

He saves those who come to Him completely. When Peter's wife's
mother was sick Jesus restored her so completely she got up and
began serving. When He saves us, it is not just so we can go to
heaven, but barely; it is so we can serve Him until the day we go
to heaven.

 

He is able to make endless intercession for us
(vs 25)

When I was in Bible College this truth came up over and over in
class. It came up often enough that, to be truthful, I started to
get a little perturbed at the school for it. "Give me something I
don't know!"

But then came the day my wife found out she was loosing our
second baby. I went to the Lord in prayer and among the first
things that came to mind was that Jesus "ever liveth to
make intercession for them." All of a sudden this was
more than a theological truth, it was a practical fact and it
lifted my soul into heavenly plains. What a blessing it is to know
that Jesus Christ is right now making intercession for us.

 

Praise the Lord for a priest whose office is not through a
carnal commandment but after the power of an endless life.

 

 

 

August 11, 2006

 

Judges 16:20 KJV 

And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.
And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other
times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was
departed from him.

 

It struck me as I read this familiar passage again today, how
Samson kept doing the same dumb thing over and over again. The
first several times he told Delilah how to take his strength from
him he was able to do it without any lost benefits. But there
finally came the day when he had told her what she really needed to
hear and the Lord had departed.

 

How could Samson not have known the Lord was departed?


	Perhaps he had assumed the strength really was his
own

	Perhaps he had grown so accustomed to getting his way
that he thought even the Lord would not deny him his
wishes

	Perhaps He did not believe that his strength came from
the Nazarite vow his parents had raised him in.



 

We see it all the time today. A person gives in to sin the first
time, with no apparent consequence; the second time and the third
time he appears to have gotten away with it. Over and over again he
makes choices contrary to the Word of God and the things his
parents taught him. But there comes the day when the protection of
the Lord is in fact  gone.

 

We must be very careful not to mistake the grace of the Lord for
the blessing of the Lord. The fact that we get away with something
does not mean it is right and there will come a day when God's
grace ends. When that day comes, the price may be far greater than
we could ever have imagined.

 

August 12, 2006

 

Judges 18:7 KJV 

Then the five men departed, and came to Laish, and
saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt careless, after
the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no
magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame in any thing;
and they were far from the Zidonians, and had no business with any
man.

 

The people of Laish were Canaanites and marked for conquer by
the Lord so it is acceptable within the context of God's plan for
the Promised Land that the Danites would take them in this
fashion.

 

What I found instructive for my own life though was to see what
made them a target at this point. The Danites had sent out men to
spy out the land and find the most desirable city to take. They
selected this one for the reasons listed in verse 7. I see in the
list four areas that make us vulnerable of conquest if not cared
for;

 

They dwelt carelessly

Too many in our world live without a care concerning potential
threat, especially the threat of eternal damnation. The lost man
lives oblivious to the fact that he is racing headlong to hell.
Sometimes a Christian will get so caught in in the present world
that he loses sight of the fact that he has not laid up treasures
in heaven.

Then too a Christian can live carelessly concerning Satan,
forgetting he as a roaring lion walking about seeking whom he may
devour.

We are told to be sober and vigilant if we would guard against
conquest.

 

They had no magistrate

We all must have leadership in our lives. Without it we are like
sheep having no shepherd and like the Jews of the days of Judges;
when there was no leadership every man did what was right in his
own eyes.

In our day God has provided us with spiritual leadership through
our church and its pastor. What a mistake it is to suppose we do
not need to heed the leadership

 

They had no accountability

There was no one to "put them to shame." No discipline. Without
discipline the best of intentions will go unfulfilled.

 

They had no support

Since they were so far from the Zidonians and since they would
not do business with any others, they were left there alone. No
human being can do well without a strong network of support. Let
our excuses be thrown aside, we must get ourselves to the house of
God where we can meet Christians who are strong in the faith and be
lifted up in the things of the Lord.


	We are busy with life

	We do require times of rest and peace



But we must not neglect our need of a strong community of
Christians around us.

 

August 13, 2006

 

Hebrews 10:7 KJV 

Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book
it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.

 

Clark says, "… God willed not the sacrifices under the law, but
he willed that a human victim of infinite merit should be offered
for the redemption of mankind."[82]

 

For Christ, doing the will of God meant, raised in a poor home,
having His step father die while Christ was still a boy, having no
place to lay His head, enduring the trials of people refusing to
heed His message, facing nearly three years of plots against His
life, having one of His closest friends betray Him, facing the
cross to die

 

But it was worth it


	He rose again

	He paid the only price sufficient to save lost
souls

	He has changed the course of the world

	He put away the corruptible commandment and established
a new one from God

	He sits today at the right hand of the Heavenly
Father



All who call upon Him will rule and reign with Him in
eternity.

 

August 14, 2006

 

Hebrews 11:13 KJV 

These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.

 

Three things concerning the promises of God; though these people
did not actually receive the promises in their life time they
did

 

See them afar off

I am reminded of Moses looking over into the Promised Land, but
entering. Yet he did enter into the glories of heaven. What could
be better? God has promises for us that are not earthly. We see
them by faith.

 

Were persuaded of them

The word means “convinced” but also has ties to
the word “pacify.” There is a kind of contentment
available to the child of God who trusts that the Lord's promises
come at the very best time.

 

Embraced them

This word means “to wrap your arms around” them
and implies drawing them to your self as you would a friend. God's
promises are sure. We must hold them near and dear to our hearts,
welcoming the day when the Lord at last rewards our faith with
sight.

 

 

August 15, 2006

 

Hebrews 12:3 KJV 

For consider him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your
minds.

 

Gill, "For consider him,… . In the greatness of
his person, as God, the Son of God, the heir of all things; and in
his offices of prophet, priest, and King, as the Saviour of lost
sinners, the Leader and Commander of the people, as the apostle and
high priest of our profession: consider him in his human nature,
his conversation on earth, and what he did and suffered for men;
how that in his nature he was pure and holy, in his conversation
harmless and innocent, in his deportment meek and lowly; who went
about doing good to the souls of men, and at last suffered and
died, and is now glorified: consider the analogy between him and
us, and how great is the disproportion; and therefore if he was ill
treated, no wonder we should consider him under all his reproaches
and sufferings:

… ..contradiction is apt to make persons weary and faint, as
Rebekah was, because of the daughters of Heth, and as Jeremiah was,
because of the derision of the Jews, but a consideration of Jesus,
and of what he has endured, tends to relieve the saints in such a
condition;… "[83]

 

The word consider means, among other things,
"To fix the mind on, with a view to a careful examination;
to think on with care; to ponder; to study; to meditate
on."[84]

 

I was blessed by Gill's description of the One whom we are to
consider, Jesus Christ. Surely if we should at all enter into such
a wonderful consideration it would strengthen us in our times of
"contradictions."

 

 

August 16, 2006

 

Proverbs 16:6 KJV 

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the
fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

 

A person may find in this simple verse a means to recovering
from sin.

 

First, sin cannot be forgiven through one's own mercy and truth.
That is, by being merciful and by doing right we will not have our
sins forgiven. That can only be accomplished by the mercy of God
(in sending His Son Jesus Christ) and by our receiving through
truth (That Jesus Christ came into the world to saved sinners and
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.)

 

But for the saved man there is a three-fold process we may use
to help others turn from sin:

 

Be merciful.

The truth of the matter is, we are all sinners. It is but the
grace of God or we would be in the same shape as the one we seek to
help. Be kind. Be loving.

 

It is the most merciful act to reach out to help one in need.
There is kindness and love in seeing one who is about to drown and
doing what you can to rescue them.

 

Be truthful.

No one is helped by ignoring the sin condition. Jesus mercifully
ate with publicans and sinners but He did not ignore their sin. He
in fact confronted it. Those who received the rebuke were helped.
Those who were offended that Jesus would point out their sins were
not. That is why He said,

Luke 5:31

And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are
whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.
(KJV)

 

Fear the Lord.

This phrase is separated from the first two. I think that is
because a man cannot make another man fear the Lord. The exception
to this is in the case of the parents who can teach their children
to fear through Lord through proper discipline in their youth. This
really puts the pressure on a parent to use right discipline.

 

A Christian can help a lost man or one caught in his sins by
kindly reaching out to him with the truth; the truth both about his
sin and about the One who can save him. But unless it is mixed with
the fear of the Lord they will not turn.

 

I can preach the fear of the Lord. But there must be something
in the heart of man that causes him to understand that fear. There
must be a crushing blow that humbles and breaks and brings about
the fear of the Lord or all that will happen is a temporary
reformation.

 

O Lord, restore in man the fear of God.

 

August 17, 2006

 

1 Samuel 3:18 KJV 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from
him. And he said, It is the LORD: let him do what seemeth him
good.

 

Clarke, “There is much of a godly submission, as well as a deep
sense of his own unworthiness, found in these words… .."[85]

 

Eli's case would have made such a statement that much more
difficult to make. God's pronouncement through the child Samuel
(apparently the injunction “Rebuke not an
elder…”[86] has exceptions)
ended not only in the death of Eli and his sons, but in the Ark of
the Covenant being taken by a pagan nation.

 

Eli's lack of discipline in the lives of his sons had killed
them all and meant that the symbol of God's presence became the
very battle cry that led the Philistines to victory. God’s honor
and name were trampled under foot as the Philistines would no
longer view the Ark of God’s presence with such respect. They were,
in their own eyes, able to defeat not only the Israelites, but
their God.

 

Yet there is honor in Eli's submission to the Lord.


	He did not grow angry at a child rebuking him but took
it as from the Lord.

	He did not attempt to excuse or justify himself and his
sons, but accepted the rebuke as fact.

	He made no effort to thwart the judgment of God but
took his chastening as a man of God.



 

Would to God we would demonstrate such honor.

 

August 18, 2006

 

James 2:14 KJV 

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say
he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save
him?

 

Barnes, "It is implied in this question that faith cannot save
him, for very often the most emphatic way of making an affirmation
is by asking a question. The meaning here is, that that faith which
does not produce good works, or which would not produce holy living
if fairly acted out, will save no man, for it is not genuine
faith."[87]

 

James asks a fair question here and one which we would do well
to consider, "Can faith save him?"

 


	If a person claims to be saved, but in life proves to
be rebellious against the Lord.

	If a man or a woman professes faith ("… though a
man say he hath
faith… ") but then his life in no way bears out that faith in
good works pleasing to the Lord



Then James, under the inspiration of the Lord, demands their
faith will not save them.

 

There is a difference between believing in the Lord and saving
faith. And we see that difference born out throughout our world by
those who embrace some form of the Christian faith but add to it
their own reasoning and logic. Believing in the Lord is not the
same as belonging to the Lord. And we must convince the lost of our
world, both religious and otherwise, to "examine
themselves whether they be in the faith." [88]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 19, 2006

 

1 Samuel 7:12 KJV 

Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath
the LORD helped us.

 

The Lord helped them in that


	He heard Samuel's cries (vs 9)

	He thundered against the Philistines (vs 10)
and

	He enabled Israel to "discomfit" them (vs
10)



 

After 20 years of lamenting after the Lord (vs 2) God did
wonderful things for Israel and helped them defeat the Philistines
and restore their cities and regain their land from them.

 

Oftentimes when in the darkest hour, we cry out to the Lord, our
help will come. Israel had not head from the Lord in so long, and
when they did gather to seek him, the enemy became stirred. But
this time God heard and this time God helped.

 


	It may seem like God does not hear today

	It may feel like we would not deserve His
help

	It might seem like the enemies of our soul are just
that much more furious against us when we want to seek the
Lord



 

But you never know… .this time might be the time when the Lord
will hear and thunder and help.

 

August 20, 2006

 

James 4:8 KJV 

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double
minded.

 

Someone told me the other day that nigh is nearer than near. God
says "draw nigh." This is an action we can take. There are a dozen
things I can't do.


	I can't change the course of the world

	I can't change the minds of others

	I can't make my neighbor love me



 

But I can draw night to God.


	I can approach Him

	I can lean up Him

	I can believe His Word and

	I can give Him worship



 

And the Bible says when I do that, God will draw night to me.
How I need that today!

 

Perhaps the passage gives us the two keys to drawing night to
God

 

First, cleanse our hands of sin.

Ask His forgiveness and turn from the sin

 

Second, purify our double minded hearts.

JFB says it means, "… divided between God and the
world.”[89]

I have to make a clean stand for the Lord and that, against the
world.

 

August 21, 2006

 

1 Samuel 12:20 KJV 

And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have
done all this wickedness: yet turn not aside from following the
LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart;

 

Though Israel had sinned in asking them a king instead of
letting the Lord be their king, and though God had shown himself
and sent thunder and rain that day, yet this was no reason to turn
away from the Lord. God would not forsake them if they would not
turn aside.

 

How often do we, when we realize we have done wrong, in self
pity do worse?

 

The flesh, once bent on self destruction goes from one bad
choice to another. The answer to break the cycle is just this, turn
not aside from following the Lord. Though we have sinned and done
wickedly, still, serve Him will all our heart.

 

God will bless such a decision, though we did wrong at the
start.

 

 

 

August 22, 2006

 

1 Peter 1:6 KJV 

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season,
if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations:

 

Gill, "… the character of the saints in this world is, that they
are as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, 2Co_6:10 … the cause of
this heaviness is not only indwelling corruptions, the hidings of
God's face, and the temptations of Satan, but afflictions and
persecutions, which are here meant by "manifold temptations"; for
not the temptations or to sin, are here intended, but the
temptations with which God tempts and tries his people: so he
sometimes does, by calling them to hard service, to do things
difficult and disagreeable to flesh and blood… "[90]

 

Clarke, "… Sometimes there is a kind of necessity that the
followers of God should be afflicted; when they have no trials they
are apt to get careless, and when they have secular prosperity they
are likely to become worldly-minded. “God,” said a good man, “can
neither trust me with health nor money; therefore I am both poor
and afflicted.” [91]

 

We may miss out on more of the quality of faith than we really
know when we are blessed to live without the mixture of sorrow and
rejoicing. I fear too much rejoicing is done in America and too
little sorrowing.

 

Nevertheless in those times of heaviness through manifold
temptations it is a source of blessing to know they are "for a
season." Cycles of life continue on and those times of heaviness we
know do not last long. Just as there is the heaviness now, there
will come a time of uplifting soon enough.

 

 

 

 

August 23, 2006

 

1 Peter 2:7 KJV 

Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but
unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders
disallowed, the same is made the head of the
corner

 

My thoughts went to this one sentiment in the text,
"He is precious."


	He is a treasure

	He is of great value

	He is the most wonderful owned by the saint of
God.



 

Barnes has a lengthy but worthy piece on this sentiment,
"He is precious - … The apostle … was stating the
estimate which was put on him by those who believe, as contrasted
with the view taken of him by the world. … while the Lord Jesus is
rejected by the great mass of people, he is regarded by all
Christians as of inestimable value:

I. Of the fact there can be no
doubt. Somehow, Christians perceive a value in him which
is seen in nothing else. This is evinced:

(a)        in their avowed
estimate of him as their best friend;

(b)        in their being
willing so far to honor him as to commit to him the keeping of
their souls, resting the whole question of their salvation upon him
alone;

(c)        in their readiness
to keep his commands, and to serve him, while the mass of people
disobey him; and,

(d)       in their being willing
to die for him.

II. The reasons why He is so precious to them are such
as these:

(1) They are brought into a condition where they can appreciate
his worth. To see the value of food, we must be hungry; of
clothing, we must be exposed to the winter’s blast; … So, to see
the value of the Saviour, we must see that we are poor, helpless,
dying sinners; that the soul is of inestimable worth; that we have
no merit of our own; and that unless someone interpose, we must
perish. Everyone who becomes a true Christian is brought to this
condition; and in this state he can appreciate the worth of the
Saviour. …

(2) the Lord Jesus is in fact of more value to them than any
other benefactor. …What He has done pertains to our welfare to all
eternity; it is the fruit of the sacrifice of his own life. How
precious should the name and memory of one be who has laid down his
own life to save us!

(3) we owe all our hopes of heaven to him; and in proportion to
the value of such a hope, he is precious to us. …

(4) there is an intrinsic value and excellency in the character
of Christ, apart from his relation to us, which makes him precious
to those who can appreciate his worth. In his character,
abstractedly considered, there was more to attract, to interest, to
love, than in that of any other one who ever lived in our world.
There was more purity, more benevolence, more that was great in
trying circumstances, more that was generous and self-denying, more
that resembled God, than in any other one who ever appeared on
earth. In the moral firmament, the character of Christ sustains a
pre-eminence above all others who have lived, as great as the glory
of the sun is superior to the feeble lights, though so numerous,
which glimmer at midnight….”[92]

 

August 24, 2006

 

1 Peter 3:8-9 KJV 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion
one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be
courteous: 

Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing:
but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called,
that ye should inherit a blessing.

 

Barnes, "… Expecting such a blessing yourselves, you should be
ready to scatter blessings on all others. You should be ready to
bear all their reproaches, and even to wish them well. The hope of
eternal life should make your minds calm; and the prospect that you
are to be so exalted in heaven should fill your hearts with
benignity and love.” There is nothing which is better suited to
cause our hearts to overflow with benignity, to make us ready to
forgive all others when they injure us, than the hope of salvation.
Cherishing such a hope ourselves, we cannot but wish that all
others may share it, and this will lead us to wish for them every
blessing, A man who has a hope of heaven should abound in every
virtue. and show that he is a sincere well-wisher of the race. Why
should one who expects soon to be in heaven harbor malice in his
bosom? Why should he wish to injure a fellow-worm?… "[93]

 

A person has to call into suspect the kind of Christianity we
have today that does not view salvation so highly as this. That a
man would imply that salvation is such a wonderful blessing that a
Christian could not help but wish everyone had it only tells me
that many if not most in our day do not have that type of
salvation.

 

There is too much hurting going on in the family of God
today.


	Too much strife

	Too much in fighting

	Too much seeking for self



 

May God grant us a new awareness of the value of salvation so we
see it as above anything in this world and could only wish good
upon others.

 

August 25, 2006

 

1 Peter 4:13 KJV 

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may
be glad also with exceeding joy.

 

Barnes, "That is, sufferings of the same kind that he endured,
and inflicted for the same reasons."[94]

 

We often find that we suffering a kind similar to how Christ
suffered. I tried to consider the types of sufferings common to
both Christ and Christians I have known


	Mocking

	Attempts to catch in words (twisting
words)

	Conspire with others about

	Whisper against

	Attempts to turn followers against

	Betrayal



 

Then I tried to consider the reasons for this suffering that
would be common to Christ and Christians I have known


	What we believe

	What we have preached

	The consequences of what we believe (how it changes our
lives) and their not wanting to be changed



 

One cannot help but see though that our duty is not to wallow in
pity for the sufferings but rather to rejoice as partakers with
Christ.

 

The reason we can rejoice in the midst of the suffering is that
it reminds us that we will also be partakers of His glory when He
is comes again.

 

August 26, 2006

 

1 Peter 5:4 KJV 

And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

 

Over and over again in the Bible the appearing of Jesus Christ
is the end for which a Christian is to look.  This may be one
of the most difficult of the spiritual disciplines; to live in view
of Christ's return. Sure we say we believe that Christ could come
back for us at any moment, but how often do our actions prove a
life lived with that in view.

 


	When Jesus comes the suffering we have experienced for
Christ will be nothing

	When Jesus comes the investments we have made in
eternal things will be huge

	When Jesus comes, the souls of those we have been
blessed to see trust Christ will be the most important thing to
us

	When Jesus comes we will be exceedingly
glad



 

The chief Shepherd shall appear.

 

He did not come yesterday. He may not appear today. But He shall
appear. And I want to know when he does appear that I am
looking.

 

 

 

August 27, 2006

 

2 Peter 1:13 KJV 

Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this
tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in
remembrance;

 

None of us know how long we will be "in this
tabernacle." Though Peter was in a position which led
him to believe his life on this planet would soon be taken from
him, none of us know for sure we have tomorrow. My son, Caleb,
witnessed to a man just a few months ago who said that he was only
25 and had years before he needed to concern himself with eternal
things. He was at work just last week when a dump truck driver had
a heart attack and ran over the young man, killing him.  So
while we are "in this tabernacle" we need
to make every moment count.

 

Peter said that for him, he felt like the best thing he could do
with his time "in this tabernacle" was to
put men and women in remembrance of spiritual truths so that when
he "put off this … tabernacle" they
would still remember those spiritual truths he gave them.

 

As a Christian the best way I may use my time is to go over and
over the things in the Word of God with those God has given me
influence over so that, even after I am no longer present to
influence, the truths will forever stay with them.

 

 

 

August 28, 2006

 

2 Peter 2:2 KJV 

And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken
of.

 

If we consider heresies as Strong’s defines it, "a
choice that leads to disunion" then a heresy isn't always
something that is doctrinal. Webster's 1828 dictionary defines a
heretic as, “a person… .who holds opinions repugnant to the
established faith… ."

 

These types of heresies might be the more dangerous because they
are not necessarily attacks against doctrines like the deity of
Christ, but maybe diversions from the traditions we believe we have
received from Paul. Issues of lesser doctrinal importance can be
nonetheless repugnant to those who strive to walk closely to the
Lord, yet the compromises would likely be popular with those who
like their faith a little more watered down, more palatable, more
agreeable to a worldly sort of Christianity. That may be why,
"… many shall follow their pernicious
ways."

 

The shame of it is that the way of truth is evil spoken of
because of these heresies. Mind you, the Bible does not rest the
blame on those who plant their feet and refuse to budge on the
truth, but on both the false teachers, who stray from those
established positions of the faith, and their many followers.
 

 

The answer then is not to back off truth lest it be evil spoken
of, but stay firm on what is truth.


	There will always be heresies

	There will always be a larger crowd willing to follow
them than truth

	There will always be those who find reason to speak
evil against the truth



 

Let there always be some who will stand fast in the truth.

 

 

 

 

 

August 29, 2006

 

2 Peter 3:12 KJV 

Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day
of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

 

John Gill's commentary says, “… the coming" of this day saints
should be "looking for" by faith; believing that it certainly will
come, since the patriarchs, prophets, Christ himself, the angels of
heaven, and the apostles of the Lamb, have all declared and
asserted the coming of this day; and they should look for it, and
love it, as with the strongest affection for it… "

 

Albert Barnes Notes says concerning the term
hasting, "… ..The state of mind which is indicated
by the word is that when we are anxiously desirous that anything
should occur, and when we would hasten or accelerate it if we
could. The true Christian does not dread the coming of that day. He
looks forward to it as the period of his redemption, and would
welcome, at any time, the return of his Lord and Saviour. While he
is willing to wait as long as it shall please God for the advent of
His Redeemer, yet to Him the brightest prospect in the future is
that hour when he shall come to take him to Himself."

 

I love that phrase, "… to him the brightest prospect in the
future is that hour when He shall come… " O how the Lord has taught
me in these last many days to eagerly await His coming.

 

Even so come quickly.

 

August 30, 2006

 

1 Samuel 28:16 KJV 

Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of
me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine
enemy?

 

The theology of the Old Testament and the New Testament is
different enough that it would be unwise to make too strong of
applications of this passage to life today.

 

First, it is questionable if Saul could be considered "saved."
He was selected to be the king against the protests of the prophet.
It was not the will of God for Israel to have a king; at least not
at this time. Saul was


	Almost immediately disobedient to the
Lord

	Plagued by an unclean spirit and

	Bent on jealousy



Hardly the testimony of a godly man.

 

Even our text today has him before a witch. So desperate was he
to have his way that he was willing to go that far in finding the
information he wanted.

 

But still, the Bible does say that God gave him a new
heart.  So it is not unwise for a Christian to pay some heed
to this man's character lest we mimic it.

 


	A Christian can never lose his salvation

	The Holy Spirit will never depart from a child of
God

	The believer can never be separated from the love of
God which is in Christ Jesus



 

But


	The Bible does say God chastens His children
and

	The Bible does say there is a sin unto
death

	Friendship with this world is enmity with
God



 

Here is my point. I never want to be in a position where the
Lord is on the other side. I want to diligently guard my walk and
examine it so I stay on the Lord's side of things.

 

What a terrible place, "…the Lord is departed from
thee and become thine enemy."

 

 

 

August 31, 2006

 

1 John 2:26 KJV 

These things have I written unto you concerning them
that seduce you.

 

Here is a simple warning that we who are the children of God
need to consider more. There are those


	Who would seduce us

	Who would turn us away from the truth

	Who would lead us into their own pernicious
ways



 

Not everything that appears to be of the Lord is.

 


	Those that seduce would lead us into darkness (vs
9-10)

	Those that seduce would lead us to disobey God's
commandments (vs 4)

	Those that seduce would cause us to hate the brethren
(vs 9-11)

	Those that seduce would get us to love the things of
the world (vs 15-17)

	Those that seduce deny Jesus' rightful place in our
lives (vs 22-24)

	Those that seduce are liars (vs 4; 21-22)



 

We must not be naive concerning this seduction.

 

Satan may be subtle in our day but he is no less dangerous. It
is a blessing to know that no true Christian can be completely
seduced, but as John Gill says, "… not that they were actually
seduced and carried away with the error of the wicked; for though
God's elect may be staggered and waver, and be tossed to and fro by
false teachers, and their doctrines, yet they cannot be totally and
finally deceived… "[95]

 

September 1, 2006

 

1 John 3:20 KJV 

For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our
heart, and knoweth all things.

 

Albert Barnes Notes says of this, "… We cannot hope to find
peace by hiding anything from [God's] view, or by any supposition
that he is not acquainted with the sins for which our consciences
trouble us. He knows all the sins of which we are conscious, and
sees all their guilt and aggravation as clearly as we do. He knows
more than this. He knows all the sins which we have forgotten; all
those acts which we endeavor to persuade ourselves are not sinful,
but which are evil in his sight; and all those aggravations
attending our sins which it is impossible for us fully and
distinctly to conceive."

 

He goes on to say, "… He is more disposed to condemn sin than we
are; he looks on it with less allowance than we do. We cannot hope,
then, for a calm mind in any supposition that God does not see our
sins as clearly as we do, or in any hope that he will look on them
with more favor and indulgence… ."[96]

 

We are too quick to excuse, dismiss and indulge sin in our
lives. We are too easy on ourselves and we deceive ourselves if we
believe that God will be easy on us as well.

 

Thank God for His grace! Thank God His mercies are new every
morning! But His grace and mercy in no way permit us to continue in
sin. It is time for us to fess up and make things right with
God.

 

And praise God when we do, we are completely forgiven and
cleansed.

 

 

 

September 2, 2006

 

Proverbs 2:1-5 KJV 

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my
commandments with thee; 

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and
apply thine heart to understanding; 

Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up
thy voice for understanding; 

If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her
as for hid treasures; 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and
find the knowledge of God.

 

There are some things in life that simply do not come easily.
Like silver and gold, they must be dug out of the ground. There
must be labor, sweat, and time put into the gaining of them.

 

The fear of the Lord and the knowledge of God are some of those
things. We tend to take the easy road when it comes to the
spiritual. We like a comfortable pew with a pleasant speaker,
preceded by beautiful music. We like a children's program that the
kids will enjoy so we don't have to feel guilty turning them over
service after service so we can sit in peace and enjoy the "worship
experience." But the Proverbs tells us that there is a price paid
if one would gain the fear of the Lord and the knowledge of
God.

 

First there must be the right posture.

Verse 2 tells us to incline our ear and apply our heart. The
words mean to prick up and to stretch. No slouching in the seat if
we would gain our treasure.

 

Secondly there must be the right attitude

Verse 3 tells us to cry after knowledge and lift up our voice
for understanding. The idea here is that it is something we long
and yearn for. No casual listening will do.

 

Thirdly there must be the right work

Verse 4 tells us to seek and search. It can't come merely from
hearing. We must be studying ourselves. The one who is in the Word
of God in personal times is the one who will most clearly hear the
voice of the Lord in the public preaching times.

 

September 3, 2006

 

1 John 5:14-15 KJV 

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if
we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth
us: 

And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we desired of
him.

 

JFB notes say, "… Alford well says, If we knew God’s
will thoroughly, and submitted to it heartily, it would be
impossible for us to ask anything for the spirit or for the body
which He should not perform; it is this ideal state which the
apostle has in view."[97]

 

I was reading earlier today how David asked the Lord whether he
should go up against the Philistines and how God told him to
go.  David made mistakes as well as committed sins in his
life, but David always seemed to have that relationship with the
Lord where he was confident that when he asked the Lord would
answer.

 

It should be the goal, the pursuit of every believer to so walk
with the Lord that we have confidence that God hears us and answers
us and to grow closer to the Lord every day so we grow more
confident in the Lord's will and in answers to prayer every
day.

 

September 4, 2006

 

2 Samuel 7:19 KJV 

And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord
GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great
while to come. And is this the manner of man, O Lord
GOD?

 

God doesn't do as is the manner of man.

 


	Man tends to favor those who are of high degree. God
chose David though he was just a shepherd boy

	Man tends to regard those who have powerful
personalities. God chose David though he was humble of
spirit.

	Man tends to follow those who assume leadership and
aspire greatness. God chose David though he refused to take
advantage of Saul and make himself king.



 

God chooses to save in this world;


	Not the powerful

	Not the wealthy

	Not the influential



But rather the meek and the lowly of heart.

 


	God exalts those who humble themselves

	God enriches those who give of themselves

	God promotes those who become servants



 

That is not the manner of man. Let us take heed and choose then
the manner of the Lord God.

 

 

 

 

 

September 5, 2006

 

3 John 1:11 KJV 

Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that
which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil
hath not seen God.

 

The word "follow" means "mimic
or imitate."

 

We who are Christians are to be imitators of the things that are
good and right. It is true that there is in our heart the capacity,
even often the desire to do evil (means worthless, depraved or
injurious) things. There are times when we behave as Christians are
supposed to behave and we may feel that it is only an act.
Sometimes we might feel like hypocrites when we do the right thing.
And it is true that there are hypocrites, false believers in our
midst.

 

The difference is that the hypocrite pretends to behave one way
in the power of the same flesh he pretends to despise while the
Christian suppresses the flesh through the power of the Holy Spirit
in him.

 

September 6, 2006

 

Jude 1:1 KJV 

Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of
James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved
in Jesus Christ, and called:

 

Three wonderful declarations concerning the Christian are here
given. They are in the reverse order I would have placed them,
which I think is interesting. I am not sure why they are in this
order though.

 

Christians are;

Sanctified

It means purified. We have been made holy by
our Saviour through His blood and we are in a constant state of
sanctification as the Lord makes us more and more as the Lord.

 

Preserved

It means guarded or watched
over (from loss or injury.) This is our eternal security.
Not only are we saved, but we our salvation is then guarded by God
until the day we reach heaven

 

Called

This word means invited or
appointed. In the sense of salvation, we are first
invited to receive Christ. One we have accepted the invitation we
are preserved eternally and God begins the work of transforming us
into the image of Jesus Christ.

 

The great implication in all of this is that it is a work done
by God and not of ourselves. Thank the Lord we are not responsible
to do the work of sanctification, preservation and invitation in
our own power.

 

September 7, 2006

 

Revelation 1:2 KJV 

Who bare record of the word of God, and of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he
saw.

 

Seems to me that all God wants from the Christian is exactly
what John detailed in this verse. Our job is


	To bear record

	To be a witness

	To report and testify



Of these three things… .

 

Of the Word of God

So we must know that Word, both in the sense of knowing Jesus
Christ as Saviour (who is the living Word) and being students of
the Bible (which is the written Word.)

 

Every Christian should consider it his or her duty to give
record of the Word of God

 

Of the testimony of Jesus Christ

The word testimony and the word record are almost identical
Greek words. For John this meant the recording of his account of
the life of Christ. For the Christian today it would be our
testimony of the Gospel, of the plan of salvation.

 

Every Christian should consider it his or her duty to give
testimony concerning the good news of salvation

 

Of all things that we saw

John would naturally be referring to those things he saw in this
revelation. He was a witness not only of the life of Jesus Christ
and the death of Jesus Christ, but of the return of Jesus Christ
through this prophecy.

 

Every Christian should consider it his or her duty to tell
others what they have seen Jesus do in the lives of people around
them and we should consider it our duty to warn people of the
coming judgments of the Word of God.

 

 

September 8, 2006

 

Revelation 2:15-16 KJV 

So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 

Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will fight against them with the sword of my
mouth.

 

Albert Barnes Notes has a solemn passage concerning these
verses; "… He would come against the church for tolerating them,
but his opposition would be principally directed against the
Nicolaitanes themselves. The church would excite his displeasure by
retaining them in its bosom, but it was in its power to save them
from destruction. If the church would repent, or if it would
separate itself from the evil, then the Saviour would not come
against them. If this were not done, they would feel the vengeance
of his sword, and be subjected to punishment. The church always
suffers when it has offenders in its bosom; it has the power of
saving them if it will repent of its own unfaithfulness, and will
strive for their conversion."[98]

 

It is a powerful thing to realize that we who are Christians
have the power to save those who are not Christians from
destruction if only we will repent.

 


	Jonah on the ship, his sin placed in peril everyone
else on board

	Lot in Sodom and Gomorrah, if only he had reached 10
souls the whole cities would have been spared.

	2 Chr 7:14 If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
(KJV)



 

What a responsibility belongs to the child of God. We may be
used to win lost souls to Christ or we may be used to avert the
judgment of God in their lives briefly, but either way it is upon
us to repent so as to avoid the judgment of God

 

 

 

 

 

September 9, 2006

 

Revelation 3:18 KJV 

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and
anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see.

 

The church at Laodicea was surely a mess. But the blessing of
the passage is that there is as much opportunity for repentance and
revival there as in any of the churches Jesus addressed. Jesus gave
them three actions toward revival.

 

Lay up treasures in heaven

Redeem the things that this world has and count them but loss
for the things that you can lay up in glory instead. Too much of
today's Christian culture is geared toward success and riches and
in this life. There is in us the idea that if we are successful
Christians today we must have success awaiting us in heaven. We are
poor (in eternal things) and do not know it.

 

Pursue white raiment

Most think this to mean purity and holiness. Nothing in this
world is so valuable as to be worth losing holiness with God for.
When we must fudge a little in godliness and purity and
righteousness to obtain what we desire of this world we have paid
too high a price. Rather be poor in this world and blind in this
world and naked in this world's things if through that we might
wear the white raiment of purity.

 

Take care of your spiritual eyes.

There is an entire world of spiritual life going on that we are
unable to see. Angels and principalities operate invisibly around
us at all times. Like we can't see those angels and their
activities, we are prone to be blind to other spiritual things. The
lost man is blind to the saving truth of the Gospel. The worldly
man is blind to the heavenly riches he is forsaking. And the
Christian's spiritual eyesight is constantly in danger of being
compromised by the lures of this world. Care must be taken to
improve our spiritual eyesight through the graces of Jesus
Christ.

 

In all three the word buy seems important. The word means to go
to market. In other words this gold tried in the fire, this white
raiment and this eye salve will not come to us accidentally. We are
going to have to apply means. We are going to have to put on our
shoes and exercise ourselves in order to have them. They cannot be
purchased in our own merits. They must come to us through the grace
of Christ. But neither will they come if we will not seek them.

 

September 10, 2006

 

Revelation 4:11 KJV 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour
and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created.

 

Though the crescendo of the passage is obviously this, Chapter 4
is an altogether sublime text.

 

Most students of the Bible consider this to be representative of
the rapture.  John had his eyes on the things of the Lord when
suddenly there was the voice calling "come up
hither" and immediately he was in the spirit.

 

What a wonderful day that is going to be when we drop these rags
of worldliness called the body and we are transported to the
glories of heaven.

 

I think the thing that struck me the most today is that there is
nothing to dread of fear in the text. John's journey to glory is
only wondrous.  We tend to fear the unknown and passing into
glory certainly has some huge unknowns. But the Word of God gives
us several indicators that this journey is a glorious one.

 

Even so Lord Jesus, please come quickly.

 

 

 

September 11, 2006

 

Proverbs 11:3; 5-6 KJV 

The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but
the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy
them. 

 

The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his
way: but the wicked shall fall by his own
wickedness. 

The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them:
but transgressors shall be taken in their own
naughtiness.

 

I am going to lump the term "integrity" in
verse thee with the term "righteousness" in verses
five and six. While not the same, they certainly are similar and in
this context, I am sure there is no damage done in the
grouping.

 

So I find in these verses three things that righteousness does
for us;

 

It guides the upright

The word guide means to
transport.

The upright, the godly person, is carried along in life by his
righteousness. His righteousness makes his decisions for him. He
does not struggle with decisions between right and wrong; there is
no decision. Righteousness, integrity demands that the right thing
be done.

 

It directs the perfect

The word direct means to be straight,
even, right, pleasant or prosperous.

While we cannot say that making the right choice always leads to
prosperity in the things of the world we can say that it always
leads to a pleasant conscience and that it always leads to
prosperity in the realm of spiritual things.

People with lots of money are often the most unhappy people in
the world. People who are directed by right are generally the
happiest, even if they are not the wealthiest.

 

It delivers the upright

The word deliver can mean
defend. Doing right will not only protect a person
from getting into danger but is the best defense when in danger.
When those times of severe trial and hardship come; when we despair
of life, the course to action that will best bring us defense is
the decision to do right.

 

 

 

 

September 12, 2006

 

Revelation 6:10 KJV 

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long,
O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on
them that dwell on the earth?

 

Those who live for the Lord seem to be constantly barraged by
the people of this world. While in our day and in our country there
are few who shed their blood for the testimony of Jesus Christ, we
still do


	Shed tears

	Wear broken hearts

	Endure terrible disappointments and

	Live with incredible heartache



 

As a pastor the pains are felt nearly daily as we face the
trials of Christians and others who do despite to the cause of
Christ and to what we believe are our responsibilities to the Lord.
Most of the time there is nothing we can say to defend ourselves or
that will cause these people to turn and do the right.

 

But we do have a recourse. We can and we must come before the
altar with the same prayer as these of Revelation 6:10,
"How Long, O Lord… ?"

 

And our God who is holy and true will avenge and judge. Victory
must be the outcome for the one who places His faith and trust in
Jesus Christ.


	Encouragement will win over
disappointment

	Blessing will overpower heartache

	Joy will one day wipe away the tears



 

September 13, 2006

 

Revelation 7:3 KJV 

Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads.

 

Adam Clarke makes this comment, “By sealing we are to understand
consecrating the persons in a more especial manner to God, and
showing, by this mark of God upon them, that they were under his
more immediate protection, and that nothing should hurt them. It
was a custom in the east, and indeed in the west too, to stamp with
a hot iron the name of the owner upon the forehead or shoulder of
his slave.

It is worthy of remark that not one Christian perished in the
siege of Jerusalem; all had left the city, and escaped to Pella.
This I have often had occasion to notice."[99]

 

I was reminded that the Word of God says of the Christian

Eph 1:13-14

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise,

Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory. (KJV)

 

And

Eph 4:30

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption. (KJV)

 

And

2 Cor 1:22

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of
the Spirit in our hearts. (KJV)

 

So while the passage in Revelation has to do with Jewish
evangelists in the Tribulation, there is a similar sealing that
belongs to the Christian in our day.

 

There is much hurt being done in this world today.


	Sin is rampant and rising.

	The faith is being washed out by heresies of every
sort

	Wicked religions are rising in prominence among those
with political and world influence



 

But the Christian still has this claim. He can still pray for
sealing and protection in the midst of it all.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 14, 2006

 

2 Samuel 24:1 KJV 

And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel
and Judah.

 

I selected this passage today just because I did not know how to
reconcile it. I could not imagine that God would move David to
number Israel and at the same time call David's numbering of them a
sin.

 

The answer is found by simply comparing Scripture with
Scripture. 2 Chronicles 21:1 is a parallel passage and says that
Satan provoked David to do the numbering.

 

Yet God knew it and used it to bring judgment against Israel
(not Judah; the pestilence stopped before if got to Jerusalem).
When you read David's story you learn that there was always an
undercurrent of rebellion with Israel against David. God used
David's error in a similar way as God used Joseph's brothers, or
Nebuchadnezzar, to bring about God's will.

 

Lessons:

First, Oh the sin of rebellion! Israel never
did get over it and they suffered heavily because of it.

 

Second, even the best men can be provoked by
Satan. Joab tried to warn David, but his eyes were blinded. We must
be sober and vigilant. Satan is out to devour us.

 

Third, we can trust the Lord. While we might
not always understand what He is doing, He will make things work
out right.

 

 

 

September 15, 2006

 

Proverbs 15:29 KJV 

The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the
prayer of the righteous.

 

Heareth; to hear intelligently, to give
attention to

Prayer; intercession, supplication, especially
ones set to music

Righteous; just, lawful.

 

John Gill says, "… there is none like them that has God so nigh
them as they have; his eyes are upon them, and his ears are open to
their cries; he is a God hearing and answering their prayers, and
bestows upon them the favours they ask for, and stand in need
of."[100]

 

There are days in one's life when words such as these become so
much more important to us; days when we feel we must have the ear
of God.

 

In days such as those a person needs to know that things are
right between him and his God so that he can know God hears his
prayers. It reminds me that every day I need to seek the Lord.
Every day I need to walk with him so that when the day comes when I
have to have his ear, it is no stretch to have it.

 

 

September 16, 2006

 

1 Kings 2:2 KJV 

I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong
therefore, and shew thyself a man;

 

It doesn't matter who we are;


	Rich or poor

	Powerful or pauper

	Healthy or sickly

	Famous or unknown



We will all "go the way of all the earth" which is through the
grave. Death is an inescapable fact for all but that blessed
generation who will enter into heaven through the rapture. Some
people live many years before they face death. Others face it early
on in life. Some people die peacefully and painlessly. Others
suffer terribly on their way. But none escape the way of all the
earth.

 

And this one fact ought to cause the child of God to focus his
life on something far greater than himself. There are souls that
are lost and there are people who need comforting and guidance so
that, when they go this way, they may do it with the assurance that
Christ will be there to meet them.

 

 

September 17, 2006

 

1 Kings 5:1 KJV 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto
Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the
room of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover of
David.

 

Over the last several weeks of reading the life of King David I
have been impressed with the fact that there is an undercurrent of
rebellion throughout the entire reign. David, though blessed of God
and used of the Lord, never had peace. Even Solomon admitted that
David had "… .wars which were about him on every side…
." (vs 3.) You have to wonder what kind of pressure
David experienced because of all these wars and troubles.

 

Yet David had some great friends. Besides the strength he must
have gained from his relationship with Almighty God, David had some
loyal followers represented by the 33 mighty men of David. And
David had at least this one great friend; Hiram, a king of a
different nation, who was "ever a lover of
David."

 

Few things console us as much as this type of friend. And may
our Lord allow us to be for someone just such a friend.

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 18, 2006

 

Revelation 11:15 KJV 

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever.

 

John Gill says of the great voices, "… these are either the
voices of the angels in heaven, who rejoice at every appearance,
and breaking forth of Christ's kingdom and glory, as in
Rev_5:11; and
indeed, if they rejoice at the conversion of one sinner, at a
single addition to Christ's interest, then much more will they,
when the kingdoms of this world become his; or rather these may be
the voices of the multitude of the saints in the churches, the same
company with those in Rev_19:1; who express their joy
at the judgment of the great whore, and at the marriage of the
Lamb… ."[101]

 

Either way these great voices echo the rejoicing and the prayer
of my heart today as I consider how greatly we need our Lord's
intervention in the affairs of this life. No wonder Jesus told His
disciples then when they prayed they were to say, "Our
Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven…
."[102]

 

The great need today is that His kingdom would come.


	Only that will solve the problem of sin.

	Only that will bring genuine reconciliation between
men.

	Only that will give the real peace in the soul that I
long for so much.

	Only that will bring lasting victory over the struggles
of life.

	Only that will wipe away the tears and bring the balm
of healing to our broken hearts.



 

September 19, 2006

 

1 Kings 8:32 KJV 

Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head;
and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his
righteousness.

 

Solomon's prayer is offered in consideration of his people, the
Jews. But I want to echo the same prayer today. Those things
Solomon prayed for in verses 29-40 are still prayers that need
answers today. And we need the answers for the very same reasons
that Solomon said they needed them,

1 Kings 8:40 KJV 

That they may fear thee all the days that they live
in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers.

 

The faith of the fathers seems to be dwindling in power. It
seems like fewer and fewer are willing to follow the Lord in a
Christ-like way. Worldliness has so invaded Christianity that those
who look to be the godliest must be a grief to the Lord when
considered next to the likes of men like Apostle Paul.

 

I am so grateful for the mercy and longsuffering of our Saviour.
It has spared me more often than I can imagine. However, there must
come a time of judgment and condemnation for wrong. When Christians
can be as worldly and as wicked as we are there must be
condemnation of the wicked and justification of the righteous for
the sake of the name of the Lord among men. We will likely lead
fewer and fewer to Christ until there is a sense of the fear of God
among men again.

 

So Lord, "Hear thou in heaven and do and judge they
servants… "

 

 

 

 

 

September 20, 2006

 

1 Kings 11:38 KJV 

And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that
I command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in
my sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my
servant did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house,
as I built for David, and will give Israel unto
thee.

 

I see in Jeroboam a picture similar to that of the Gentiles.
God's chosen kingdom was through the family of David and Solomon,
the Jews. However, because of sins in Solomon's life, God offered a
wonderful opportunity to Jeroboam, a mere servant. If he would obey
the Lord in the way that Solomon had not, then he could have the
very promise God had made to David and Solomon. This is just what
God did for the Gentiles. Though the Jews are His chosen people,
because of their unbelief God opened the door of opportunity to the
Gentiles to become children of God. The promise to the Gentiles is
one of great grace and mercy.


	It is not deserved.

	It is despite the fact that the Gentiles had never
followed the Lord and

	It is only because the Jews did not obey the Lord as
they should have



 

What a blessing!

 

But the warning in the text stems from the fact that Jeroboam
did not obey the Lord as God instructed. He let jealousy and desire
to control block his judgment so that he rebelled against the very
God who had promised him such grace and he lost the promise for
himself and his posterity.

 

God is so gracious and kind to us. But that is no reason to
assume such graciousness will continue indefinitely. God seeks
Christians who will be faithful to Him.

 

May we be those Christians.

 

 

 

September 21, 2006

 

1 Kings 13:18 KJV 

He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art;
and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring
him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and
drink water. But he lied unto him.

 

Albert Barnes makes an interesting statement here, "It is always
to be remembered that the prophetic gift might co-exist with
various degrees of moral imperfection in the person possessing it.
Note especially the case of Balaam."[103]

 

Over the years I have witnessed several men who were obviously
talented so far as the ministry is concerned only to discover that
they were involved in things that are immoral. It seems like the
two cannot mix, but Barnes points out that sometimes they do. King
Saul would be another such case.

 

As I have meditated upon this today I am struck with the fact
that each of us is responsible to open the Word of God and find out
what it says for ourselves. God does place in our lives men of God;
a pastor, an evangelist, a missionary, or a godly church member
whose spiritual counsel and advice we ought to heed. But at the
same time, we are responsible to check in the Word of God and make
sure that our man of God is telling us what the Word of God
says.

 

It is not right to dismiss the man of God's message just because
we do not like it. Jeroboam's arm withered when his anger was
pointed toward the man of God. This is not permission to ignore the
preacher just because we don't like his message. On the other hand,
neither can we claim innocence if we should follow the Word of a
professed man of God without our own study of the Bible to insure
that his message is from the Lord.

 

 

 

September 22, 2003

 

Revelation 15:3 KJV 

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of
saints.

 

What a majestic phrase, "Great and marvellous are
thy works… . just and true are thy ways… "

 

Great; big. High, loud large

Marvellous; wonderful, incredible

 

Just; holy, right

True; real genuine; nothing concealed

 

Works; a deed or act

Ways; path or journey

 

I the works of this passage as being "what God
does" and the ways of this passage as being
"why God does it."  There is the
deed done and there is the motivation for doing it.

 

The things God does and the direction He travels is alike great,
marvelous, just and true.

 

It is important, I think, to see who it is who is saying this of
the Lord. These are those who took a stand as they refused to


	Obey the beast,

	Worship his image or

	Take his mark and number



 

They are already in heaven even though the Tribulation is not
finished which implies that their stand cost them their lives. I am
only imagining now but


	I imagine some of them might have starved to death
because they could not buy and sell after refusing to accept the
mark.

	I imagine in this number are those who watched their
children and other loved ones weep violently as they saw this one
go to the gallows or the chopping block.

	I imagine in this crowd is someone who was forced to
watch as one of their own loved ones was slain for the very same
convictions they had.



In this crowd is


	A mother

	A father

	A son

	A daughter

	A husband and

	A wife



Who became estranged from their family when they took their
stand for Christ and the family member would not.

 

These are people who knew intense hardship as well as heartache
on the earth.

 

And yet in heaven they sang this song saying, "Great
and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are
thy ways, thou King of saints."

 

I suggest if they can sing it in heaven we ought to sing it on
earth today.

 

September 23, 2006

 

1 Kings 17:20 KJV 

And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God,
hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by
slaying her son?

 

Elijah has quite a question of the Lord.


	After God had brought the prophet to be cared for by
this widow and her son

	After God had performed so miraculously in meeting
their material needs during this drought and famine

	After this woman and her son had so faithfully followed
the Lord's plan for their lives



Is it really possible that God would bring this evil upon the
widow?

 

It seems to me that the answer is "No." And it seems to me that
is the answer because God restored the son's life back to him.

 

What I think is revealed here is how Satan will attack a godly
family in their weakest area. Oftentimes when a family does what is
right it will be the children who come under attack. Satan knows
whom he is most likely to devour.

 

And the encouragement to me here is that, though Satan attacked,
he did not gain his objective. God heard the prayer of Elijah and
God restored the son's life.

 

We live in a wicked world and we will not help but face attacks.
But we can be sure that our Saviour is there to bless and protect
and that he will do as much if we will but ask.

 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 2006

 

Revelation 17:14 KJV 

These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and
faithful.

 

At the battle of Armageddon, when the Lord returns to establish
His kingdom, the Bible says they that are with Him are


	Called

	Chosen and

	Faithful



 

Those who are with Him are the believers who have died and gone
to heaven before this. They are, if I may, Christians… .you and
me.

 

The Bible gives them three adjectives to describe them.

They are called

The word means invited or
appointed. It also applies to the
saint.

 

The Lord's main concern today is to call out a bride for the
Lord Jesus Christ. He is seeking and saving the lost.

 

They are chosen

This word means favorite or
select.

 

What I like about this is that every one of the ones with Him
are chosen and favorite. I think that is how the Lord looks at
every child of God. We are all His favorites. Just as a parent
loves every one of his children with the very same intensity,
though every child is different, the Lord loves every one of His
own as if that one were the only one.

 

They are faithful

This word means trustworthy.

 

It strikes me that the only one of the three that I have any
real influence over is this one. I cannot invite myself, I must be
invited. I cannot choose myself, I must be chosen. But if I am
faithful it is because I chose to be faithful.

 

 

 

September 25, 2006

 

Revelation 18:4 KJV 

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues.

 

The other voice that is here referred to is likely the voice of
God Himself since He uses the term "my
people." So while the angel is crying out concerning
the destruction of the city, God is calling out for the protection
of His own people. The destruction is inevitable and must happen.
God had ordained that this angel pronounce the judgment. Yet God's
heart is still for His people.

 

This passage speaks specifically about a time in the future when
the great city of Babylon is destroyed in the Tribulation. However
the principle is not only Tribulational. God's people are to be
separate and unique from this world. In fact, God's main thrust
today is to call out of this world a people who will be His own. It
would not be wrong to say that every soul that gets saved has heard
the Lord say, "Come out of her, my people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues."

 

I wonder, though, how often we who are saved forget that God
wants us to come out of the world?

 

 

 

 

September 26. 2006

 

1 Kings 20:31 KJV 

And his servants said unto him, Behold now, we have
heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings: let
us, I pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our
heads, and go out to the king of Israel: peradventure he will save
thy life.

 

1 Kings 20:32 KJV 

So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put
ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said, Thy
servant Benhadad saith, I pray thee, let me live. And he said, Is
he yet alive? he is my brother.

 

1 Kings 20:42-43 KJV 

And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Because
thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom I appointed to utter
destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy
people for his people. 

And the king of Israel went to his house heavy and
displeased, and came to Samaria.

 

Now here is an interesting less and one that I know must be
taken in balance and with the right heart. The Bible says that the
testimony of the kings of Israel was (and remember; these kings of
Israel were not godly men) that they were merciful kings. Benhadad,
a man who had been judged of the Lord and sentenced, was spared by
the mercy of Ahab.

 

Almost at once God's prophet came to Ahab to pronounce judgment
upon him for not executing the will of the Lord. The prophet says
it thus, "… they life for his life… "

 

I wonder how often we suffer judgment and troubles in this life
because we chose to be kind


	When we should have taken a stand for the
truth.

	When we were too timid to rebuke a wrong

	When we did not want to offend so we said
nothing



 

It is a grand thing to be merciful and the Word of God says our
God's mercies are "new every morning."
But that has to be kept into context. God is also unbending
concerning sin righteousness and judgment. We would do well to
remember that

 

 

 

September 27, 2006

 

2 Kings 1:10 KJV 

And Elijah answered and said to the captain of
fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven,
and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.

 

Barnes' Notes says

"What was Elijah’s motive? And the answer is: Sharply to make a
signal example, to vindicate God’s honor in a striking way… ..

Elijah was not Jesus Christ, able to reconcile mercy with truth,
the vindication of God’s honor with the utmost tenderness for
erring men, and awe them merely by His presence (compare
Joh_18:6). In
Elijah the spirit of the Law was embodied in its full severity. His
zeal was fierce; he was not shocked by blood; he had no softness
and no relenting."

 

It goes on further down to say, "No true Christian after
Pentecost would have done what Elijah did. But what he did, when he
did it, was not sinful."[104]

 

I am reminded that James and John wanted to call fire from
heaven and were rebuked for it.

 

Still there is such a need today for a "signal example, to
vindicate God's honor in a striking way." Christianity is so
diverse. We have everything from the liberal type of churches to
arguments among Independent Baptists concerning what is right and
true preaching. I know that even in the Old Testament there were
those disputers of the truth. I also know that God did not destroy
everyone who preached His message wrong. But we do have occasions
like this in the Word of God where the Lord sets the standard
strait for us once again. We are able to get our spiritual bearings
and remember once again where the truth lies.

 

O Lord, we need that once again. We need something that wipes
away the confusion in the eyes of men. We need a "signal example"
that sets men on the right course once again.

 

 

September 28, 2006

 

2 Kings 3:18 KJV 

And this is but a light thing in the sight of the
LORD: he will deliver the Moabites also into your
hand.

 

Some of those requests that we think are the most impossible are
only a light thing in the sight of the Lord.

 

I can see the Israelites reasoning that God had delivered them
from their enemies before. God had helped them in battle before,
besides, a little hard work on their part, with some help of the
Lord on the side, could make a battle work out just fine. They had
three kings, after all, against only one king. But the water in the
wilderness, that is a different story. There was nothing they could
do to make water appear. Hard work would only worsen the need for
water. This is a very bad situation!

 

But as bad as it was for men, it was only a light thing in the
sight of our God. He not only gave them water, but He used the very
miracle that gave the water as the weapon that led to victory
against the Moabites.

 

Our troubles are only light things for God to solve. If only we
will rest in Him to work things to His glory.

 

 

 

September 29, 2006

 

Revelation 22:7 KJV 

Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth
the sayings of the prophecy of this book.

 

There are three times in this one chapter that Jesus says "I
come quickly;"


	Verse 7

	Verse 12

	Verse 20



 

I only know one really great application for that statement and
that is that Jesus is coming quickly! John Gill's notes say, "…
.though it will not be sooner than the time appointed, yet will be
as soon as that time is come, and sooner than is generally expected
by men."[105]

 

It is a spiritual discipline to train oneself to keep looking
for the Lord's return. We do not know the day nor the hour, but we
do know it will be quickly.

 


	What a blessed hope!

	What a joy to the soul!

	What thoughts of rest and peace!



 

Even so come, Lord Jesus.

 

 

September 30, 2006

 

Matthew 1:12 KJV 

And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias
begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;

 

This is the very same Zorobabel who was so many years earlier
used to help lead the Jews out of Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem.
Here the Word of God focuses on the fact that he was born after the
captivity. That is an obvious fact, but is singled out for thought
in Matthew.

 

Perhaps it is just to mark that this is when the captivity took
place among the generations of Jesus. But I think there is another
reason. I think God wanted us to remember that even during that
terrible time, God was planning wonderful things. I doubt that
Jechonias or Salathiel even dreamed that one of their own would be
so instrumentally used of the Lord. Yet God was working things into
the future.

 

The same is true in our lives. Sometimes, when we are going
through terrible times, we have great trouble seeing how things
could ever work out again. In those times of despair it is very
important to lean upon the Lord Jesus Christ, let Him give you rest
and peace and simply trust Him that He often turns terrible
situations into wonderful results.

 

October 1, 2006

 

Matthew 2:1-2 KJV 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem, 

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him.

 

I am very glad that the Word of God cannot be worn out. This is
a portion of Scripture that is used, re-used and then used again
and again. Yet it still has application and bearing and purpose in
the life of the believer.

 

I happen to be reading this Sunday morning. And as I read of
wise men who came to worship the Lord I became reminded of many
"wise men, women and children" that I would get to see this morning
as they come to worship Him too.

 

They came from the east and they came a long distance.


	Some of our folks will drive a considerable distance
this morning to worship Him

	Most of our folks will be up early to make the
preparations to worship Him

	Many of our folks will come with gifts to give as they
worship Him

	Several of them have spoken to others about the Lord
this week on their way to Sunday when they will worship
Him

	The majority of people who will be in church this
morning have recognized His "star" or the fact that He is the
Saviour and have accepted Him as Saviour and that is the reason
they will come to worship Him



 

Thank the Lord there are still those who will come to worship
Him.

 

 

 

October 2, 2006

 

2 Kings 12:7 KJV 

Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest,
and the other priests, and said unto them, Why repair ye not the
breaches of the house? now therefore receive no more money of your
acquaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the
house.

 

I learned a new word this morning. Gill accuses the priests here
of being "dilatory" which means
slow or tardy[106]. There was a job which needed to be done, and
there was money with which to do it, but the King did not believe
the priests were handling the job with as much urgency as maybe
they should have.

 

The work of God should not be done in haste, but the work of God
should be done. There is a need in the things of the Lord both to
raise money and organize labor to accomplish things for the Lord's
service. Whether it is in


	Repairing and expanding the buildings of the Lord
or

	Working to win souls to Jesus Christ or

	Preparing to teach a Sunday school class



God's work deserves our investment. There is no place for
"dilatoriness." Slackness, laziness and slothfulness are qualities
that would disqualify a man from his position.

 

I notice that the king even replaced Jehoiada for this
"dilatory" handling of the repair work. (He did not remove him from
the office of the priesthood, but rather just took from him the
responsibility of collecting the finances and repairing the
breaches, giving that responsibility to someone else.) Friendships
and loyalties might even need to be laid aside so the work of God
may go forward.

 

God deliver us from a dilatory spirit toward the things of
God

 

October 3, 2006

 

Matthew 4:11 KJV 

Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came
and ministered unto him.

 

This is not a new verse to me. What I felt led to consider in my
meditations this morning is the word "behold." It
is an imperative and means "lo, look, see, pay attention to
this." It is no small thing that the angels ministered
unto Jesus. Though the Scriptures do not expound upon it, this is
not a point to miss.

 

First, the devil left.

The Bible tells us to resist the devil and he will flee. The
word "resist" implies to me some struggle. You don't just say "I
rebuke you in the name of Jesus" and he runs. From the Lord's own
experience I understand that the devil will attempt multiple
attacks.

Still the promise is "resist the devil and he will flee." I
choose to believe the Bible.

The method of resisting, if we believe Jesus' example to be
effective in our own circumstances, is through the proper and
consistent use of the Word of God. We cannot do as Eve did and
twist the Bible.


	We must be honest with it

	We must let it speak for itself and

	We must accept it



But it is the Bible that will finally give victory over the
devil's temptations

 

Secondly, it was only after the devil left that
the Bible says the angels ministered unto Him.

When we are going through those times of temptation and attack
it will feel like we are all alone. It may not feel like you have
the support and help and ministry of the Lord and His angels in the
midst of the conflict. It is at that moment we must again trust the
Bible when it gives us the Lord's promise "I will never leave thee
nor forsake thee."

 

Finally, the angels did minister unto Him.

The Word of God says

Heb 1:14

Are they [angels] not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation? (KJV)

 

So they not only minister to Him, they minister to us.

 

Gill describes this ministry in the following words, "the
ministry of angels to, and for them, lies in things temporal and
spiritual, or what concern both their bodies and their souls; in
things temporal, in which they have often been assisting, as in
providing food for their bodies, in curing their diseases, in
directing and preserving them in journeys, in saving and delivering
them from outward calamities, in restraining things hurtful from
hurting them, and in destroying their enemies; in things spiritual,
as in making known the mind and will of God to them, in comforting
them, and suggesting good things to them, and in helping and
assisting them against Satan's temptations; and they are present
with their departing souls at death, and carry them to heaven…
."[107]

 

Lord, help me to look for this ministry today.

 

October 4, 2006

 

Matthew 5:1 KJV 

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a
mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto
him:

 

My focus today is on the phrase, "His disciples came
unto Him."

 

John Gill says of the word disciple, "The word … .
signifies literally a scholar. Those who originally followed
Christ, considered him in the light of a Divine teacher; and
conscious of their ignorance, and the importance of his teaching,
they put themselves under his tuition, that they might be
instructed in heavenly things. Having been taught the mysteries of
the kingdom of God, they became closely attached to their Divine
Master, imitating his life and manners; and recommending his
salvation to all the circle of their acquaintance. This is still
the characteristic of a genuine disciple of Christ."[108]

 


	Those who are conscious of their
ignorance

	Those who appreciate His deity

	Those who comprehend His salvation



Come unto Him.

 

There may be one who knows mentally that Jesus is the Christ of
the Bible. But the one who knows Christ as Saviour and has "put
[himself] under His tuition" is an entirely different creature. The
disciple comes unto Jesus.

 


	He comes whenever Jesus calls

	He comes whenever their is opportunity to hear Jesus
speak

	He comes wherever Christ may seat Himself



 

It is legitimate for us to ask ourselves if we are disciples.
Are we professors of Christ, or are we followers of Christ?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 5, 2006

 

2 Kings 17:32 KJV 

So they feared the LORD, and made unto themselves of
the lowest of them priests of the high places, which sacrificed for
them in the houses of the high places.

 

Assyria had defeated Israel and carried the people away
captives. However, if they were to maintain their possession of the
land they would need to occupy it. The king of Assyria therefore
sent people from various other nations under his authority to dwell
in the land.

 

These people superstitiously believed that the difficulties they
faced in the land (though no doubt God did make their way rough)
were because they did not know how to worship (fear) the local
deity. They did not want to convert to the worship of the one true
God; they simply wanted to pacify whatever local god was irritated
with their presence.

 

They found a priest who would teach them their
ways

(vs 28)

There will always be a supposed man of God who is willing to
prostitute himself

Either for fear of men


	Or else for the gain of money

	Or else for the desire of success

	Or else for the convenience of living where he wants
(this seems to be a part of the case with the priest of vs
28)



They may be able to teach people a kind of worship. They might
even be able to develop in people an outward standard that looked
much like the real thing. But it is not the real thing.

 

They began to worship (lip service) the Lord and their
own gods

(vs 33)

Many of us have a form of fear of the Lord, but we also are
still practicing the acceptable manners and customs of our world
and those around us.


	We come to church and we think like the
world

	We sing God's songs and we enjoy the music of the
world

	We read the Word of God and we buy into the
philosophies of worldly authors



We are every bit as worldly as anyone we know who does not go to
church and we know it.

 

They then put their own god's in the Lord's
house

(vs 29-31)

At first people make the distinction between the spiritual and
the secular, accepting both as having a viable place in their
lives, but eventually they will incorporate what is in the world
into their so called worship.

 

And God said they never really worshipped Him at
all

(vs 34)

And here is the warning we need to heed today;


	Even if we feel as if we have appeased the local
deity

	Even if we feel good about ourselves and the fact that
we call ourselves Christians

	Even if in our own observation some of the difficulties
we had before we learned how to "fear" the local
deity



Yet God does not accept any form of worship other than the
worship of Him and Him alone.

 

October 6, 2006

 

Matthew 7:24-27 KJV 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his
house upon a rock: 

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. 

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which
built his house upon the sand: 

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was
the fall of it.

 

I noticed two things as I considered these verses today

 

First, both the wise and the foolish were
subjected to storms.

Building upon the rock does not prevent the storms. It only
prevents your house from falling in the storm.

 

The description of the storm is pretty fierce


	Rains descended

	Floods came

	Winds blew and

	Beat upon that house



 

I know what it feels like to be inside the house while it is
taking a beating and it is pretty unsettling.

 

The Lord never promised absolute ease and comfort. He only
promised us that if we built upon the rock, the house would not
fall.

 

Secondly, Jesus told us exactly how to build on
the rock. He said we do it by hearing "these sayings of
mine" and doing them.

 

It is that simple. Just listen to the Lord and obey what He
says. When you do that you will build your house on the rock that
will endure the terrible storms.

 

In fact, it is so simple that many people just can't do it. They
feel like they have to do more than just listen to the Lord and
obey.

 


	They must need therapy

	They must have to confront something or
someone

	They must have to fix something



 

When the storms are raging there are those who find they simply
can't stay inside and enjoy their shelter; they feel like they have
to flee.

 

And they are often the ones who are lost.

 

 

 

 

 

October 7, 2006

 

2 Kings 22:19 KJV 

Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast
humbled thyself before the LORD, when thou heardest what I spake
against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they
should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes,
and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith the
LORD.

 

The king is Josiah. He has discovered a copy of the Word of God
and came under conviction because he understood that Israel had not
obeyed the Bible for years. After humbling himself he instructs the
priests to find out if God intended to judge them. The answer was,
yes, the judgment of God was coming but that because Josiah himself
had humbled himself, because his heart was tender, God had heard
his prayers and would deliver him from the coming judgment.

 

Our world is in trouble.  The Bible assures us that there
will be end time judgment. There can be little doubt but that the
judgment of God is soon coming.

 

Here is the wonderful thing; we can be forgiven,


	One at a time

	Individual by individual

	Person by person.



While the die is set and the judgment is sure, this world will
one day soon melt with fervent heat.  Still there is hope for
the one.

 

That one is me. I rejoice in the day when my heart became tender
to the things of God and the Lord Jesus Christ forgave my sins.

 

That one could be anyone that I tell about the Lord Jesus
Christ. There is not way to tell how a person will respond to the
message of the Word of God. But there is one thing we may know for
sure and that is they will not respond to it at all if we do not
tell them.

 

 

 

October 8, 2006

 

Matthew 9:36-38 KJV 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly
is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
will send forth labourers into his harvest.

 

I was struck by the fact that the Lord has concern for two
groups of people;

 

First there are the sheep without a shepherd. There are two
different analogies going on at the same time so these sheep could
also be labeled the harvest without a laborer.

Our Saviour has compassion on those who need compassion most.
They have nothing else. They are in need of a shepherd. They are in
need of a laborer. They are in need of someone who would go out of
his way to minister to them.

The Lord is concerned for the sheep without a shepherd

 

Secondly, the Lord is concerned for laborers. He specifically
requests that we pray for more laborers. These are those who have a
shepherd. These are those who have already been harvested. And our
Saviour is concerned that those who have been gathered in would now
be sent out.

 

No one gathers grain only to store it. The purpose for the
harvest is always to put that which is harvested to use. Even so
with the Lord's harvest. God gathers us in to send us out. God
shepherds us that we might learn to be shepherds.

 

 

 

October 9, 2006

 

Matthew 10:39 KJV 

He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that
loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

 

I liked this statement in Barnes Notes, "Whatever a man
sacrifices to God is never lost, for he finds it again in
God."[109]

 

I think the Lord has to draw us back to this statement again and
again so that we always remember; nothing in this world is of value
outside of Christ.

 

Again and again we, as His children, come to the place where we
give up that which is worldly for the spiritual. Then again and
again the Lord blesses us in this life, which in turn again and
again, seems to tempt us to cling to the things of this life and
the Lord again must bring us to the place where we only want
Christ.

 

As many times as it takes, I want to only want the Lord.

 

 

 

 

 

October 10, 2006

 

Matthew 11:20 KJV 

Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of
his mighty works were done, because they repented
not:

 

God’s great desire is that we repent. The Word says he is
“…not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.”

 


	There is mercy for anyone, if they will
repent

	There is heaven for everyone, if they will just
repent

	There is forgiveness for anything, if only we
repent



 

On the other hand


	We can hear the Word of God

	We can stand in the presence of the Lord

	We can read our Bibles daily

	We can do all sorts of good things



 

And if there is no repentance; there is


	No mercy

	No heaven and

	No forgiveness



 

 

 

 

 

 

October 11, 2006

 

Matthew 12:6 KJV 

But I say unto you, That in this place is one
greater than the temple.

 

There are several things that come to mind whenever I think of
the Temple

First, there is the Jewish faith.

And let me extend that for today to include religions

Second there is the church.

Third, there is the Christian himself

 

For the purpose of my thoughts today the thing that came to mind
is the Lord is greater than any of those things.

 

Our Lord is


	Greater than the problems we face because of those who
mix the world with faith.

	Greater than the pagan doctrines that keep people out
of church.

	Greater than the trials we might face because of rival
faiths.



 

Our Lord is also


	Greater than the challenges we face in our own
church.

	Greater than the financial challenges Greater than the
relationship challenges

	Greater than the administrative
challenges.



 

And the Lord is greater than the things we face within our own
personality;


	Greater than our insecurities

	Greater than our weaknesses

	Greater than the mistakes



 

Here is the important thing; He is greater.

 

Our Lord is simply greater

Never mind what He is greater than…

He is greater anything we could possibly imagine.

 

October 12, 2006

 

Matthew 13:34-36 KJV 

All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto
them: 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter
things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the
world. 

Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into
the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us
the parable of the tares of the field.

 

After hearing Jesus teach and preach to the multitudes, there
was a small band of disciples who


	One; stayed after everyone else left

	Two; entered into where Jesus was and

	Three; asked Him to explain what He had just
preached



 

There is a price for knowing the Lord closely. It can't come
merely in the regular preaching and teaching of a Sunday morning
service or probably even in the regular attendance in all the
services of the church. The ones who want to understand what Jesus
said, the ones who want grasp the truths of the Word of God and of
the faith are those who

 

Stay after the services are over. They linger
with the Lord and the things of God. They mull over and muse in the
minds the things that they heard.

 

Step into the place where the Lord is. Not only
do they go to the public gatherings, but they step into some more
intimate settings with Jesus. Preaching to the multitudes
necessitates a certain degree of vagueness. The message has to be
aimed at all people and because of that it is not specific to any
person. To get the specific stuff one must become more intimate and
one on one with the Saviour.

 

Seek declaration and explanation and
clarification of the message they have heard. Almost every time a
believer reads the Word of God or hears a sermon preached there
should be some portion of the message that grabs his attention.
That would be the thing to go to the Lord further with. The
Psalmist prayed "Open thou mine eyes that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law."[110] That's the way we ought to pray when we come
to the Lord seeking this further declaration.

 

Jesus did carefully explain His parable to them. Then He asked
them if they understood. His purpose is not to keep us in the dark,
but rather to filter out those who really aren't listening so those
who are listening can have a close walk with Him.

 

 

October 13, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 4:10 KJV 

And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh
that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that
thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from
evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he
requested.

 

Much has been made of this prayer lately and not without good
reason. I do think that today's spiritual fads can be very
dangerous. And the "prayer of Jabez" fad of our day tends to be
more on the line of "name it and claim it" and "if God does not
answer and bless you abundantly then you don't have enough faith"
kind of teaching. But everything about the prayer of Jabez is sound
and it would be sound for a Child of God to incorporate the
sentiments of this prayer into our daily worship and walk with the
Lord.

 

Jabez prayed fervently.

The term "Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed…
" contains the same Hebrew word repeated twice. It is
like Jabez prayed bless your blessings on me.

 

Jabez prayed evangelistically

"… Enlarge my coast… " Gill says that
this is read in the Targum as, "multiply my borders with
disciples.''[111]  It certainly is not
wrong for a Christian to ask the Lord to give him disciples to
train and lead in God's work.

 

Jabez prayed providentially

"… that thine hand might be with me… "
I think J Vernon McGee said "providence in the hand of God in the
glove of man's circumstances." Whatever happens in our lives, we
need to know we have the hand of God guiding us.

 

Jabez prayed circumspectly

"… that thou wouldest keep me from
evil… " Jabez understood that spiritual warfare are a
reality to the believer in this world so he sought God's protection
in the midst of the evil generation.

 

Jabez prayed successfully

"… And God granted him that which he
requested."

Jabez's prayer would be meaningless without this final sentence.
I do not know that God's Word guarantee's that every Christian will
get every one of these requests answered if he prays them every
day. However, there can be little doubt that this prayer, alongside
the Lord's model prayer, provide us with a powerful format for our
prayer life.

 

October 14, 2206

 

Matthew 15:21-28 KJV 

Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts
of Tyre and Sidon. 

And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same
coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou
Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a
devil. 

But he answered her not a word. And his disciples
came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after
us. 

But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help
me. 

But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the
children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 

And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs which fall from their masters'
table. 

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman,
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her
daughter was made whole from that very hour.

 

I was thinking as I read this today that even crumbs are fine
when they come from the Lord's table! Lazarus begged crumbs from
the rich man. But they did not compare to the crumbs this woman
received.

 

These crumbs consisted of

The praise of the Saviour,

"O woman great is thy faith… " What a
blessing to be acknowledged in such a manner.

 

The answer to her need

Her daughter was healed that very hour. No long process of
recovery, no nursing her back to health, no struggling with
recurring symptoms of possession and laps back into her old
ways.

 

The use of her story in the preserved Word of
God

You can do what you want to with this, but not everything that
happened in Jesus' life was recorded in the Holy Writ. That this
is, is evidence of the importance of the episode.

 

If I can eat this type of crumbs; please let me have them every
day!

 

 

 

 

October 15, 2006

 

Matthew 16:12 KJV 

Then understood they how that he bade them not
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees
and of the Sadducees.

 

At this point we know what the leaven is Jesus warned the
disciples to beware of. It is the doctrine of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

 

But that still leaves some room for us to do a lot of meditating
and consideration; the doctrines of the Pharisees and the Sadducees
were just about as opposite as they could be. About the only thing
they would have agreed upon is that Israel was God's people. The
Pharisees were religious extremists. They believed that a man's
righteousness came by his good works. The Pharisees had discovered
over the centuries that it was not possible to obey everything in
the Bible exactly as it was written, so they had re-written som
things to develop and perfect their system of religion.

 

The Sadducees on the other hand had given up on that kind of
righteousness. They had determined that the Bible was more like a
guideline anyway and that it probably did not mean what it appeared
to mean. They, for instance, had abandoned the doctrine of a
literal resurrection. If no one rises from the dead then there are
no eternal consequences of our faith and just about anything goes.
Today's liberal has done essentially the same thing by teaching
that everybody goes to heaven. If everyone goes to heaven
regardless of what they believe or do, then there are no
consequences or our faith and just about anything goes.

 

Jesus warned us of both extremes. And the trouble with both of
them is that they can sneak in so subtly. Like a small portion of
leaven, these doctrines can find their way into our churches, our
faith, even our personal worship of the Lord; and once in they
begin to grow and fester and can destroy the very faith they claim
to adhere to.

 

The contrasting and proper doctrine is given in the very next
passage in Matthew 16 where Jesus deals with who people say He is
and the rock of verse 18 upon which Jesus said He would build His
church. That rock, of course, is the person of Jesus Christ and
those essential truths that have to do with Him.

 

Genuine faith is not built around a system of religion whereby
we are made righteous by what we do. Nor is it proper to give up on
doing right because we could never be right enough anyway. Genuine
faith and righteousness comes from our relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ. When we aspire to know Him; when we seek Him, He
makes us righteous. Then being made righteous in Jesus Christ, we
begin to do righteousness.

 

 

October 16, 2006

 

Matthew 17:20 KJV 

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief:
for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder
place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto
you.

 

Passages like this are nearly meaningless to modern Christians.
We expect so little from the spiritual, supernatural, miraculous
that we read these verses and scratch our heads having no idea what
the verse means.

 

Gill points out that since the Apostles never did remove a
mountain; Jesus' purpose in this illustration was not that they
would literally move mountains but that they would do things
equally difficult through faith.

 

Put into that perspective the whole passage takes on a different
meaning. Christians have done impossible things through faith.
Churches have been planted by believers having nothing, just
believing that God would bless them and use them if they would
preach and witness. In 1984 I moved my family to Astoria,
Oregon.


	I had no job prospects

	I had no regular financial support raised

	I had only $1,000 in my pocket and

	I had the faith to believe that God would use me to
plant a church



 

We moved to town having


	No idea where we could assemble a church

	No idea what were the building code
regulations

	No idea really how to be a pastor



 

And yet the Lord allowed what I now consider to be a miraculous
thing to take place… . A church was founded.

 


	Faith has sent missionaries around the world to see
souls saved in parts of the world that are virtually secluded from
the rest of civilization

	Faith has led believers to give many millions of
dollars to Christian causes, trusting only that there is a reward
awaiting them in heaven



 

No, to my knowledge no literal mountain has flown through the
air from one place to the sea. But Christians who believed God
would have turned this world upside down for Jesus Christ, and
their efforts have impacted the world for centuries.

 

What wonders just a little faith can do!

 

October 17, 2006

 

Proverbs 17:8 KJV 

A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him
that hath it: whithersoever it turneth, it
prospereth.

 

I chose to consider this passage today because I did not
understand it.

 

The word gift used here is not the same as that of a grace. The
word means a bribe or reward.  So the verse is not positive
but negative. The idea is that the person who has a bribe will do
anything for the one who has given it. The gift (bribe), like that
of a diamond, sparkles with every turn, enticing the man who would
have it do that he will do most anything to get it.

 

Whether the "gift" is something another offers us to buy our
favor, or something we so desire that it consumes us until we can
get it.

 

There are things more valuable than the sparkles of this world.
Oh that we would so desire the things of the God that they would
dazzle us and we would be consumed to know the Lord and His will
for our lives.

 

And surely, if we knew Him, there would be, if not material, but
spiritual prosperity.

 

October 18, 2006

 

Matthew 19:20 KJV 

The young man saith unto him, All these things have
I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?

 

My thoughts were captivated by the phrase, "what
lack I yet."

 

There this young man was; obviously convicted that he did not
have eternal life. Before him stood the answer to eternal life, and
yet all he could think of is what one more good thing must I do to
have eternal life.

 

It is a sure sign that one either is not saved or at the very
least does not understand salvation, if he is always wondering,
"What other good thing could I do that would finally and forever
earn my way into glory?"

 

Even if he could have sold all he had and given it to the poor,
we know that would not have purchased his salvation. Only a
relationship with Jesus Christ will do that.

 

So the question for the child of God is not, "What
lack I yet?" We have everything necessary for our
salvation before us in the person of Jesus Christ.

 

Our question is,


	Who else lacks Christ?

	Whom may we introduce to the Lord?

	Who is wondering what good thing they must do and
missing that it is not a thing we do but that we have placed our
faith in Jesus Christ that saves us?



 

October 19, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 13:3 KJV 

And let us bring again the ark of our God to us: for
we enquired not at it in the days of Saul.

 

What a difference a person can find between King David and King
Saul. When David was finally installed as the king of all Israel
his first thoughts were to bring the ark of God back to where it
belonged. And David makes it obvious that this had not ever
occurred to Saul.

 

While I know it was not the only thing on Saul's mind, it does
appear that Saul was nearly consumed with David. Early on David won
the hearts of the people and Saul, who had already offended the
Lord and realized his kingdom was short-lived as far as God was
concerned, fixated on David, the man who would one day take replace
him on the throne.

 

Saul was satisfied with the immediate.


	He had sacrifices, why wait for Samuel?

	He had Samuel, why did he need to have the
ark?



When Samuel was gone,


	He had the witch, why seek the Lord?



 

We have one purpose today; that is to know the Lord.


	We do not need better leaders

	We do not need to listen better to those
leaders

	We do not need a different kind of leader



 

We just need the Lord.


	We need to pursue Him

	We need to draw close to Him

	We need to enquire of Him

	We need to follow Him when He directs



 

October 20, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 15:13 KJV 

For because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our
God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due
order.

 

There is a difference between seeking the Lord and seeking the
Lord "after the due order." Pollsters
tell us of huge numbers of Americans who


	Claim to be Christians and are

	Active in Church or are

	Sympathetic to Christian causes



And generally speaking the world of Christendom views this as a
positive sign. Some churches and Christian type organizations even
capitalize on this interest in the things of the Lord to build
large organizations they claim are doing the work of Christ.

 

Sadly most of the time they are not doing it "after
the due order."


	They are doing it excitedly

	They are doing it successfully I am even
sure

	They are doing it sincerely



But so often they are not doing it "after the due
order." And they oftentimes appear to get away with
it. David very nearly got away with this.

 

But when things, however sincerely done, are not done after
God's due order, sooner or later the cart will shake and lives will
be hurt, families will be broken, and damage will be done.

 

We need to seek God "after the due
order” and I believe we learn a little about how to
do that in chapter 16.

 


	Seek Him with a rejoicing heart vs 10

	Seek Him continually vs 11

	Remember His works vs 12

	Remember His words vs 12

	Be midful always of His covenant vs 15

	Sing unto the Lord vs 23

	Shew forth (daily) His salvation vs 23

	Declare His glory among the heathen vs 24

	Give the Lord the glory due His name vs
29

	Fear the Lord vs 30



 

As I review this list (and I am sure it is not complete) I can
think of people who would argue that things like showing His
salvation daily is just not that important.

 

And that is precisely our problem. Just like David, we haven't
taken into account how important the Word of God really is to the
Lord. e want to do things for God, but surely the Lord isn't so
choosy that we have to pay close attention to the Bible in our
efforts to honor Him. Surely the Lord would be so honored that we
would want to seek Him that He would not concern Himself that much
with how we do it.

 

So the first step in seeking the Lord "after the due
order" is to seek out what is the due order.

 

October 21, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 17:20 KJV 

O LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there
any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our
ears.

 

It was with a great heart that David made this statement before
the Lord. David had had it in his mind to build a house for the
Lord but God's will was for that project to be deferred to David's
son.

 

The passage is one of unimaginable promise for David's family
and he recognizes it for the enormous blessing that it is. Not only
would David have a kingdom, but God's plan was that David's family
sit on the throne forever. This promise is ultimately fulfilled in
the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

David's heart of praise rises to the Lord and he exclaims, "O
LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside
thee… "


	David would still have battles to fight

	David would have close colleagues turn against
him

	David would suffer the heartbreak of children gone
wrong

	David would even still need to be confronted with
sin



But in the end, it was of his family that the Saviour of the
world did come.

 

And there is none like our Saviour!

 

What wonderful promises are ours who are His. We do not always
get to build after our own heart and wishes; but God's plan for us
is so much greater than we can ever dream.

 

 

 

October 22, 2006

 

Matthew 23:39 KJV 

For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth,
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord.

 

I have recently been in conversation with a number of pastors on
the subject of preaching. The question has been, "Does the Bible
teach us how to preach?" I am of the opinion that the Bible not
only teaches us that we should preach but also provides for us
models on what is genuine Bible preaching. I would consider Matthew
23 one of those models.

 

The chapter can easily be broken into


	An introduction (vs 1-12)

	The sermon body (vs 13-36)

	The conclusion and invitation (vs 37-39)



 

And the sermon ends with a reminder that Jesus is coming again
and eternity is the goal.

 

 

 

 

 

October 23, 2006

 

Matthew 23:37 KJV 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!

 

My thought for the day comes from those words, "…
and ye would not!"

 

How often, I wonder, does our Lord say those words, not only of
Jerusalem, but of other cites, whole churches, or individuals?

 

To the churches, I can hear Jesus calling

Rev 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:
…. (KJV) and yet so often a church is so busy about
the things they do that if the Lord were to really show up, He
would mess up everything. Revival might just as well ruin a church
as grow a church when we consider the great changes He might want
to make. This was really the problem Israel had with Jesus. It was
not that they objected to a Messiah; they just objected to one who
objected to their religion. Jesus knocks at the door of the
Laodicean church, "and [they] would
not!"

 

To the lost man Jesus calls out,

Rev 22:17

… . And whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely. (KJV) The Saviour sends witness after
witness to give them the invitation. He gives them opportunity
after opportunity to hear the message of grace and salvation.
Christians at their doorstep, tracts left for them at the
workplace, advertisements in the paper, and invitations in the
mail, Christian radio and TV. Still, for the multitudes,
"… [they] would not."

 

To the Christian our Saviour pleads

Rom 12:1

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. (KJV) But so often "[we] would
not." Sermons are preached, conferences are held,
evangelists come to our churches each a separate voice from heaven
pleading with us to die to ourselves and let Jesus have our lives.
What a difference could be made if the believers were to give their
bodies to Christ. Yet sadly, most often, "…[we] would
not."

 

And to my own heart the Lord calls out

Matt 11:28-30

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light. (KJV) and too often I am afraid He might have
reason to say, “…[I] would
not!” 

 

 

October 24, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 22:14-16 KJV 

Now, behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the
house of the LORD an hundred thousand talents of gold, and a
thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron without
weight; for it is in abundance: timber also and stone have I
prepared; and thou mayest add thereto. 

Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance,
hewers and workers of stone and timber, and all manner of cunning
men for every manner of work. 

Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the
iron, there is no number. Arise therefore, and be doing, and the
LORD be with thee.

 

King David, having been instructed of the Lord that he was not
going to build the Temple, but Solomon would, had prepared, and
saved and laid aside in abundance, materials for the construction
of the Temple. When Solomon came to the throne, his was not to plan
some more, but to "be doing." He could
add to the materials his father had set aside if he desired, but he
was to "be doing" the construction of
this Temple.

 

And there comes a point in our life when it is time to
"arise… and be doing." Certainly
preparing is wise. Certainly saving and setting aside and planning
are needful. But at some point the Lord gives us the word,
"….Arise therefore and be doing… "

 


	It could be in the area of soul winning where a person
spends time in preparation, but doesn't get out there to
do

	It could be in the area of Bible reading and prayer
where a person comes to the altar and promises God they will begin,
but then fails to follow through.



It could be in


	Tithing

	Teaching

	Surrendering

	Church planting

	Being the husband or wife we ought to be

	Being the employee and provider we ought to
be



 

There are any number of places in our spiritual lives where it
could be applied; the preparations have been made, the instructions
have been given; it is time now to "…arise therefore
and be doing…"

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 23:25-28 KJV 

For David said, The LORD God of Israel hath given
rest unto his people, that they may dwell in Jerusalem for
ever: 

And also unto the Levites; they shall no more carry
the tabernacle, nor any vessels of it for the service
thereof. 

For by the last words of David the Levites were
numbered from twenty years old and above: 

Because their office was to wait on the sons of
Aaron for the service of the house of the LORD, in the courts, and
in the chambers, and in the purifying of all holy things, and the
work of the service of the house of God;

 

John Gill says that the purifying work of these priest was, "to
keep the house, and all the apartments in it, courts and chambers,
clean, by sweeping and washing them, and carrying out all the filth
thereof made by the sacrifices, and otherwise."[112]

 

These Levites were, for years, charged with the duty to carry
the tabernacle and the vessels of worship from place to place. No
one else was supposed to do that assignment, and a breach of that
assignment actually cost Uzza his life. But now, times have changed
and so have the needs. Once the Temple was completed the tabernacle
would be dispensed with and the articles of worship would be
forever kept in one place. And these men, whose assignment had been
so important, were now charged with "…sweeping and
washing… and carrying out… the filth… "

 

I marvel at the willingness of these men to have their function
so changed. There is no indication of revolt or rebellion. It
appears that they willingly made the changes in their duties.

 

And what an important assignment this is! Caring for the things
of the Lord; keeping them clean and orderly and well kept, is as
important work of the Lord as is any other ministry in worshiping
and serving the Lord.

 


	Let us first be willing to make whatever changes are
necessary to see the Lord's name glorified.

	Let us not fuss and feud when we must give and change
as times and needs change but happily and willingly follow God's
man as he places new burdens in our lives

	Let us secondly see every assignment in the work of God
as vital and essential. No task, if done for the Lord is menial.
Every task deserves to be done to the very best of our
abilities.



 

 

 

October 26, 2006

 

Matthew 26:25 KJV 

Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said,
Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast
said.

 

I know that Judas was a lost man and of him Jesus even said he
was a devil. Yet I cannot help but see him in this room, filled
with believers, and even thought to be one of the believers. Judas'
position was one of the loftiest in that he was among the twelve
closest followers of the Lord.

 

In this room is an intimate setting. They are removed from the
busy-ness of ministering to the crowds and they are gathered
together as a family would, to share in the Passover meal. In this
more quiet and intimate setting the Lord began to share His burden.
In just a short time now, He would be betrayed into the hands of
sinners and be crucified. Judas is included into the Lord's most
needful time. And Judas had already covenanted to betray Him.

 

I wonder how many of us


	Who are saved

	Who are close to the things of the Lord
and

	Who are liked and respected in our church



Have already in our hearts agreed on what it would take to get
us to turn against the Lord or His church?

 


	It might be if we don't get the recognition we
desire

	It might be if we are confronted one more time about
our sin

	It might be if some better program (a bigger church)
becomes available

	It might be if another church member offends
us



 

And it might be that we have never really even thought about it,
it is just there.

 

I am not sure what Judas' motive was when he asked the Lord,
"Master, is it I?" But it could be that there are those of us who
have not seen yet, that we are the ones most likely to turn from
God. And it would be very profitable for all of us to ask the Lord
to sincerely search our hearts and root out that which we would
agree to turn from the Lord for so we can see it for what it is and
deal with it before it happens.

 

 

 

October 27, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 28:11-19 KJV 

Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of
the porch, and of the houses thereof, and of the treasuries
thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of the inner
parlours thereof, and of the place of the mercy
seat, 

And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of
the courts of the house of the LORD, and of all the chambers round
about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries
of the dedicated things: 

Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites,
and for all the work of the service of the house of the LORD, and
for all the vessels of service in the house of the
LORD. 

He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, for
all instruments of all manner of service; silver also for all
instruments of silver by weight, for all instruments of every kind
of service: 

Even the weight for the candlesticks of gold, and
for their lamps of gold, by weight for every candlestick, and for
the lamps thereof: and for the candlesticks of silver by weight,
both for the candlestick, and also for the lamps thereof, according
to the use of every candlestick. 

And by weight he gave gold for the tables of
shewbread, for every table; and likewise silver for the tables of
silver: 

Also pure gold for the fleshhooks, and the bowls,
and the cups: and for the golden basons he gave gold by weight for
every bason; and likewise silver by weight for every bason of
silver: 

And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight;
and gold for the pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, that
spread out their wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of the
LORD. 

All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in
writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this
pattern.

 

I marvel at the preparations David made for a work that he was
not personally allowed to do. David's humility before God is
demonstrated in the fact that, when God told him he could not do
what he wanted to do, rather than getting upset and either doing it
anyway or else not helping the one that God would allow to do the
task, David poured his being into supporting the one who would be
allowed to build the Temple.

 

On the other hand, it is also a marvel that Solomon was so
willing to follow his father's leadership. David, who did not
qualify to build the Temple, insisted that the Lord had
specifically told him what the Temple was to look like. David gave
those plans to Solomon who, rather than choosing his own plans,
followed those of his father.

 

Who knows what the Lord might accomplish through us if only we
would be humble enough to accept our place in the plan of God and
to welcome counsel from others God places in our lives. Too much
pride exists in Christians today


	Too much self exaltation

	Too much jealousy and envy

	Too much comparing ourselves among
ourselves.



 

Lord help us to be humble.

 

October 28, 2006

 

1 Chronicles 29:11 KJV 

Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and
the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and
thou art exalted as head above all.

 

As great of a man as David was, he was very quick to give God
all the glory and praise. So much had been accomplished during his
reign as king. And who could question His devotion to the Lord? Yet
in the last little bit of his life David admitted that everything
belonged to God and everything was the result of God. David was
only a servant.

 


	Would to God we could learn to deflect praise in the
very same way!

	Would to God we would shun any acknowledgement and only
allow

	Greatness and

	Glory and

	Power and

	Victory and

	Majesty







To be poured out upon the Lord.

 

 

October 29, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 1:10 KJV 

Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out
and come in before this people: for who can judge this thy people,
that is so great?

 

Solomon, perhaps, showed more wisdom in this request than in any
of his proverbs and other declarations. Solomon recognized his need
for the Lord's help, the Lord's wisdom if he were to lead these
people for God.

 

James 1:5 says

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him. (KJV) And so it makes perfect sense that
we who belong to the Lord today would spend much time seeking of
the Lord, not only power for the ministry, but wisdom in the
ministry.

 

And may the Lord grant us as favorable an answer as He did
Solomon.

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 30, 2006

 

Mark 2:1 KJV 

And again he entered into Capernaum after some days;
and it was noised that he was in the house.

 

We need some noise today. We need the presence of Jesus made
know about our city so that people know where Jesus is.

 



We do not need much noise about who else is there. We do not need
much noise about what else has been done. But we do need some noise
that Jesus has entered into our presence. People need to know where
the Lord is so He can preach the Word to them.

 

The great thing for people to hear about is not how much our
missions offering is, not how many people have come to the altar,
not who has preached in our church. People need to know where to
find Jesus.

 

And the word "noised" I think is a good word for us. It doesn't
have to be eloquent. It doesn't have to be educated; it just has to
be heard.

 

Lord, give our church a zeal about the Lord so we can't help but
noise it out that Jesus is with us.

 

 

October 31, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 6:23 KJV  

Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy
servants, by requiting the wicked, by recompensing his way upon his
own head; and by justifying the righteous, by giving him according
to his righteousness.

 

Seven times in this chapter Solomon asks the Lord to hear from
heaven.

 

Four of those times Solomon asks the Lord to hear from heaven
and forgive. At least one other of the seven implies God's
forgiveness.

 

How great is our need for forgiveness. Before we are saved, our
sin, if not forgiven, will lead to death and eternity in hell and
the Lake of Fire. After our salvation our sins, if not confessed,
lead to broken fellowship with the Lord, misery of soul and loss of
power to impact the world for Christ.

 

If there is anything we learn from the Bible at all it is how
prone man is to sin.


	In the best of environments

	With the best of leaders

	With the manifest presence of God all around
them



Men still sin.

 


	With godly parents

	With strong leadership

	With the Word of God before us

	With sound churches and clear preaching



We still so often sin.

 

O Heavenly Father, "hear thou from
heaven" and forgive our sins.

 

November 1, 2006

 

Mark 4:40 KJV 

And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is
it that ye have no faith?

 

There is a correlation in the passage between no faith and fear.
These were men who had seen the Lord do some powerful things. They
had already come to the Lord in faith for salvation.  (John
Gill says, "…faith they had, but it was very small … they did
indeed apply to him to save them, which showed some faith in him,
but then they feared it was too late, and that they were past all
hope, and were just perishing… ") [113]

 

Their trouble was that they did not see how the Lord's presence
could help them in this particular crisis. This was beyond their
experience. This was more than they could have ever imagined. That
the Saviour could not only forgive their sins and heal the sick,
but that He could calm the storms was too fantastic for them to
consider. Yet He was able and He did.

 

Our fears will always be born from the same lack of faith. We
just don't believe the Lord can or will preserve us through the
various circumstances of life.

 

When we finally come to trust Him in all things, we will also
find we have peace in our soul and no fears.

 

 

 

November 2, 2006

 

Mark 5:6-7 KJV 

But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and
worshipped him, 

And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I
to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure
thee by God, that thou torment me not.

 

I am reminded today that not all worship is godly nor is it all
to be accepted. The Lord rebuked this man (really the demons in
him) for their worship and refused to accept it.

 

Too often in our day we are only too happy to accept any and all
who will come for "worship." They might have wrong motives, believe
the wrong things; they might expect our form of worship to be
modified some to allow for their own concepts of what is worship.
But we are often thrilled just to have someone who will meet with
us in worship.

 

Young Christians often do not discern the difference between
worshipping the Lord in Spirit and in truth and simply worshipping.
Sometimes new church plants are too quick to accept into their baby
congregation people whose own ideas of worship are not what they
ought to be. To the new pastor, just having someone to hear him
preach is counted a blessing.

 

Not so with our Saviour. He was meticulous concerning what was
proper worship and who was properly prepared to do the
worshipping.

 

Lord help me to be more anxious to teach people right doctrine
and worship than to have a lot of people who will worship alongside
me, even though they do it differently than I see in the Bible.

 

 

 

 

 

November 3, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 12:14 KJV 

And he did evil, because he prepared not his heart
to seek the LORD.

 

John Gill says of Rehoboam that he did not prepare his heart,
"by prayer and supplication, and by an attendance on the service
and worship of God; for though he did these things outwardly, yet
not sincerely and heartily; he did not engage in them seriously and
in good earnest, with affection and fervour."[114]

 

Barnes says, "Rehoboam’s sin was want of earnestness and
consistency."[115]

 

Though Rehoboam did several good things, and he was God's man
for Judah, still he did not "prepare his heart."

 

The answer to right living is to heartily and earnestly seek the
Lord. It is not enough that we simply attend services and read our
Bibles; it must be a hear thing.


	There must be some time preparing our heart so when we
pray we are genuinely seeking God.

	There must be some time preparing our heart so when we
read the Word of God, we are listening to His voice and not merely
reading the words.

	There must be some time preparing our heart so when we
enter into the house of God we are already ready to receive the
message as from God.

	There must be some time preparing our heart so when we
step into our place of service we may do it as unto the
Lord.



 

Preparing the heart to seek the Lord may be one of the most
missing elements in our Christian lives today. We are so busy we
simply must have God bless us when we have the time and we do not
feel like we have the time to take extra time to make ourselves
"blessable."

 

November 4, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 14:11 KJV 

And Asa cried unto the LORD his God, and said, LORD,
it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them
that have no power: help us, O LORD our God; for we rest on thee,
and in thy name we go against this multitude. O LORD, thou art our
God; let not man prevail against thee.

 

After having 10 years of peace, King Asa finds himself in what I
think is his first battle crisis. The Ethiopians have come up
against him with 1,000,300 soldiers. Asa has 280,000. So from the
human standpoint, Asa is in a bad way.

 

His men are outmanned and his men are, if not inexperienced, at
least not hardened by recent battle. Asa has but one recourse; he
cried unto the Lord.

 

God is not limited by the things that limit us. He does not need
to have many of us. Nor does he need to have the most powerful of
us. To God belongs all power and authority and might. God does not
need us, we need Him. And the secret to victory in our lives is to
simply rest upon Him.

 

God, the Bible says, smote the Ethiopians so that they fled and
were overthrown by Asa's men. No great explanation of how God did
it. No detailed description of the battle scene itself. Only that
God smote the enemy.

 


	It is nothing for God to help us.

	It is nothing for God to bless us.

	It is nothing for God to use us.



 

We must just rest on Him.

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 5, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 15:12 KJV 

And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD
God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their
soul;

 

While Asa's pride got him in trouble later in his life, this was
a man who had a heart for the Lord and to get God's people to have
the same heart. I am reminded that even the very best of us can
turn from the Lord if we are not very careful.

 

What a testimony this is though, and what a goal for the people
of God to enter into a covenant, an agreement together to seek (the
word can mean follow or ask but I
liked the other words tread and especially
frequent this morning. I want to frequent place
where God is) the Lord, not just a little but with all of their
heart (intellectually and
affectionately) and the soul (the
breath - vitality;
labor)

 

God grant that we seek you with all of our mind all of our
affections and all of our being.

 

November 6, 2006

 

Mark 9:50 KJV 

Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his
saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and
have peace one with another.

 

I cannot pretend at this time to completely comprehend this
passage. In order to fully grasp it, it must be kept in context of
verses 38-49.

 


	The context has to do with those who are Christians but
not in our "camp."



 


	We should avoid doing things that might offend those we
might not agree with, but who are still serving the
Lord.



 

So we come to the final statement of verse 50, "…
Have salt in yourselves and have peace one with
another."

 

At least one application would be that I should focus on growing
close to the Lord myself. I should concern myself with my own
relationship with Christ, with my own doctrinal purity, with my own
walk with the Lord. And I should at the same time have peace with
those who do not see things exactly the same way I do. Even if we
do not "follow" the same path as another, still I do not need so
much to forbid them for doing what they do as much as focus on
doing what I believe to be right myself.

 

 

 

November 7, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 20:20 KJV 

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth
into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat
stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem;
Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe
his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

 

One cannot neglect the fact that the primary application of this
passage has to do with Judah facing the battle. Jehoshaphat
encouraged them to believe in the Lord who had promised they would
not have to even fight this battle and to believe God's prophets
who told them this would be the case. Believing these, Judah could
march to the battle arena confident and expecting a great
victory.

 

However I would think the Bible an almost fruitless book if all
it did was tell me what God has done and not what God will do. The
word established means "built up"
and the word prosper means "push
forward."

 

When we believe in the Lord and we believe His prophets (the
preachers of His Word) we may rightly expect that God will
establish and strengthen and build us up in the faith and that we
will go forward, accomplishing great things for God.

 

The idea of "push forward" sounds to me like I should expect an
effort. While God granted them this victory without their even
having to fight, that was not the case in most of their battles. It
would be an error to think that when we believe in the Lord and
believe His prophets we will never have to fight. But we would not
be wrong to suggest that when we believe in the Lord and believe
His prophets we will make progress in the things of God.

 

 

 

 

November 8, 2006

 

Mark 11:22 KJV 

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in
God.

 

This is an interesting response to Peter's observation that the
fig tree Jesus had cursed had withered away.

 

Upon Peter observation and remark Jesus simply says,
"Have faith in God."

 

1. Have faith when God does what is not understandable
to us.

Jesus had cursed the fig tree for not having fruit even through
the Bible clearly says that it was not the time of figs. Our Lord
does things that are incomprehensible to us.

 

In those times, we must have faith in God

 

2. Have faith when God does what seems
violent.

Many in our time think that the Lord is supposed to be more
gentle than we see Him in this passage. Here He was, overturning
tables, casting people out of the Temple and refusing to let people
carry things through the temple. Could not He have been more kind?
Could not He have found another way to get people to behave right
in the temple?

 

In those times when the Lord seems more angry than men think He
should be, have faith in God.

 

3. Have faith in God when the obstacles before you are
enormous.

Jesus said if they had faith they could remove mountains.
Nowhere in the Bible does it tell us that the disciples ever did
that and I don't think it was because they lacked the mustard seed
of faith. It was because they never needed to remove one. This was
a metaphor about the types of obstacles they would face. Through
faith these men did unimaginable things.

 

4. Have faith in God when you desire

vs 24

 

It is as important to believe God to give you right desires as
it is that you believe God will give you the things you desire.

 

5. Have faith in God when you pray

 

Prayer is more than a poem. It is an expression of our faith
that God is and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.

 

Seek Him in faith and you will be rewarded.

 

6. Have faith in God concerning those who have offended
you

vs 25

 

And forgive them. God saw the offense and He will work things
out.

 

November 9, 2006

 

Mark 12:12 KJV 

And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the
people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable against them:
and they left him, and went their way.

 

There are a couple of lessons I get from this verse.

 

First, the parable is against the chief
priests, scribes and Pharisees. Knowing who Jesus was referring to
gives a definite sense of direction for properly understanding the
parable.

 

Secondly, and this is what I felt led to
meditate upon today, that Jesus spake the message against them and
they knew it but did not repent.

 

Convicting messages don't always have the result we
would wished they would have.

How we would desire that those who hear the Word of God, and
sense in the message something right for them, would make things
right with God. Sadly, that is often not the case. Jesus preached
this message. They knew it was pointed at them. But they went away
and tried to trick Him.

 

Yet He still preached the message.

Of course, Jesus, knowing all things, knew they would not
respond rightly. He still preached it.

At no time have I preached a message just to point fingers at
someone, just to get back at them. I have often preached messages
that are pointed and more than once knew that there would be people
who head the message who would be directly impacted by the message.
While I have not preached a message designed to point fingers at
any particular person in the church, I have often preached messages
knowing that someone would think I was preaching right at them.

 

If we can learn anything from Jesus' ministry it
would be that faithfulness to preach the message is of far more
importance than the results we get from our
preaching.

Jesus did not attempt to build a crowd. He simply preached the
truth in as many venues as He possibly could and He led others to
do the same. The greatest ministries are not those with the largest
followings. The greatest ministries are those that are completely
true to the message regardless the cost and those who inspire
others to be true to that same message.

 

November 10, 2006

 

John 3:16 KJV 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.

 

These words, from Adam Clarke seem appropriate, "Such a love as
that which induced God to give his only begotten son to die for the
world could not be described: Jesus Christ does not attempt it. He
has put an eternity of meaning in the particle … , "so", and
left a subject for everlasting contemplation, wonder, and praise,
to angels and to men."[116]

 

Could we ever possibly run dry the well of blessing found in
only this one verse!

 

What blessings

For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son

 

What comfort

That whosoever believeth in His should…. have
everlasting life

 

What warning

 Perish

 

 

 

November 11, 2006

 

Mark 13:35 KJV 

Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the
cockcrowing, or in the morning:

 

This chapter concerns the return of the Lord. It ends with
Jesus' admonition that we "watch" until He comes.

 

1. Watch as the signs of the times draw closer to His
coming. (vs 4)

Know that with each passing year and each new event that
unfolds, we are that much closer to his return.

 

Also watch that you don't buy into the signs of Satan (vs
22)

 

2. Watch ourselves that we do not lose interest in the
things of God. (vs 36)

It would be easy to fall asleep spiritually. It would be easy to
get caught up in the things of the world. It would be easy to
become so weary with the well doing we just want to go "asleep" and
forget about it.

 

3. Watch and pray (vs 33)

It will be the strength and the wisdom of the Lord that helps us
stay the course and be used of the Lord in the last days.

 

4. Watch and read the Bible (vs 31)

The Bible will give us our guidance in the last days.

 

5. Watch for Jesus (vs 26)

Keep our eyes upward,


	Always looking

	Always seeking



Always thinking that perhaps today will be the day when Jesus
Christ returns.

 

 

 

November 12, 2006

 

Mark 14:15 KJV 

And he will shew you a large upper room furnished
and prepared: there make ready for us.

 

Probably more could be made of this than is proper. I think it
was common in that culture to have a guest room and to keep it
prepared in case of guests. A traveler would use a room like that
just like we might use a motel.

 

However, the Word of God does emphasize that this house had a
guest room large enough to meet the needs of the Lord and His
disciples and that it was both furnished with the necessary pieces
and prepared. It was ready for when they called. The upper room was
not only used for the Passover, but became the meeting house for
the next several weeks, if not longer. It was where the disciples
were on the day of Pentecost, when they received the promise of the
filling of the Holy Ghost.

 

Who knows when and where the Lord may choose to show up and do
wonderful things? Of the many houses in Jerusalem that would have
had guest chambers this one was chosen and it was ready. I want the
same to be true in my life in my home and in my church, that it is
ready should the Lord choose to use it for His glory.

 

November 13, 2006

 

Proverbs 13:20 KJV 

He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a
companion of fools shall be destroyed.

 

It is oftentimes easy for me to see the part of the verse that
tells me to stay away from fools.


	Teaching young people to avoid worldly
friendships

	Teaching young adults not to date lost or worldly
people and

	Teaching adults to be careful about their business and
social associations



Is oftentimes the focus of preaching. No doubt it is true, when
we run with the wrong crowd; we are going to get into trouble
because of it.

 

But there is a positive spin on associations that is equally
important to preach; which is that in order to grow we must
associate with "wise men." Just as we are negatively influenced by
the wrong people, we are positively influenced by the right people.
So a wise Christian will not only avoid the influence of worldly
people he will seek out and develop relationships with those who
are wise spiritually and godly in nature so that they may grow is
wisdom and godliness.

 

The doctrine of Biblical separation can be taken too far if we
become exclusionary and recluse. We need the influence of the wise
to make us wise.

 

November 14, 1006

 

2 Chronicles 30:9 KJV 

For if ye turn again unto the LORD, your brethren
and your children shall find compassion before them that lead them
captive, so that they shall come again into this land: for the LORD
your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his face
from you, if ye return unto him.

 

These words are a part of a letter King Hezekiah had posted, not
only in Judah, where he was the king, but throughout the northern
tribes of Israel, who had been under another king for generations.
That, to me lends even more weight to the message that
"… God is gracious and merciful and will not turn away
His face from you, if ye return unto him."

 

Even Israel, who had for so long followed wicked kings and
worshiped false gods, were encouraged that if they would just
return to the Lord, He would not turn away from them. God is so
loving, so kind so gracious and so merciful there is none outside
of His love and none He would not receive if they would come to
Him. There are those who will not come to Him, to be sure. But any
who will return to Him, He will in no wise cast out.

 

We who are Christians should see ourselves as these "posts" who
passed from city to city telling people what the king had said.
Ours is to take what we hear in the house of God from the man of
God and go out through the cities and through the countryside
telling people what we heard. God will not turn away from anyone
who will return to Him.

 

November 15, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 32:20 KJV 

And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the
prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed and cried to
heaven.

 

I loved the partnership of this passage.

 

There wasn't a huge number of men crying to heaven, but there
were two men; important ones, lifting up their voices to the
Lord.

 

Just as Sennacherib taunted the Jews that their "gods" would not
be able to protect them any better than the gods of other lands had
protected them, even so our world taunts us that God will not be
able to help us either. The world the flesh and the devil appear to
be gaining ground right now. Evil men are waxing worse and worse
and a Christian could despair of seeing victory again.

 

Assyria reminded the Jews that their king had convinced them to
cast down the images of the false gods of the land. It was
probable, they suggested, that those gods would now be angry and
would help the Assyrians. Those of us who take stands against the
many kinds of worship styles that are promoted in the world today
and who see numbers of people heading to churches that are more
progressive in those areas are taunted as well that it is our
narrow mindedness that will be the undoing of us in these days.

 

But Hezekiah and Isaiah prayed and cried to heaven. That is what
we need today.


	We do not need new music

	We do not need a better organized program

	We do not need a more modern facility



 

We need people who will pray and cry to heaven.

 

God answered their prayers and Sennacherib went home ashamed and
was slain by his own children in the temple of his false god.

 

God will answer if we will cry.

 

 

 

November 16, 2006

 

Proverbs 16:9 

A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD
directeth his steps.

 

Contrasting the two of these, I see first

Men try to plan things farther in advance than God might have us
to. Man “deviseth his way.” He fabricates
a plan for his life. He establishes goals and long term objectives.
Strongs Exhaustive Concordance says that the word
deviseth means to fabricate, plot or
contrive (usually in a malicious
sense.) Men attempt to put together a plan that will
protect them from God's plan for their lives.


	We want security

	We want control

	We want the leadership of our own lives



And that can't come without some assurances of what tomorrow and
the day after holds.

 

On the other hand, God tends to direct steps. With each step
taken, God reveals the next step in our path of life. His word says
"sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof."[117] Rather than
plotting and planning; God appoints. We can never be certain our
plans will succeed, but what God appoints is a sure thing. Security
for the one who trusts in the Lord is not so much in knowing what
tomorrow hold but in knowing the One who knows.

 

 

 

 

November 17, 2006

 

2 Chronicles 35:3

And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel,
which were holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in the house which
Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build; it shall not be
a burden upon your shoulders: serve now the LORD your God, and his
people Israel, (KJV)

 

November 18, 2006

 

 

Luke 3:6

And all flesh shall see the salvation of
God. (KJV)

 

November 19, 2006

 

Ezra 3:11-13 KJV 

And they sang together by course in praising and
giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy
endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a
great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of
the house of the LORD was laid. 

But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the
fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when
the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with
a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for
joy: 

So that the people could not discern the noise of
the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for
the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar
off.

 

What an incredible picture; as the foundations of the new temple
were being laid, the young men, those who had been raised in
Babylon and had never seen Solomon's Temple, rejoiced. But at the
same time the ancient men, those who had seen and could still
remember the splendor of Solomon's Temple, wept. The Bible says the
sounds of the rejoicing and the sounds of the weeping could not be
discerned one from the other.

 

I remember years ago hearing a sermon, "The Old Men Wept
While The Young Men Laughed" based out of this text. The gist
of the sermon was that, while in our day young preachers may be
rejoicing in seeing the blessings they see, still, the older
preachers recognize that what is happening today is not the same as
it has been in days gone by. I am not an old man, I know. But I
have been around long enough to see many changes in our Christian
world. And these changes do not bring me joy and comfort. Men who
should be leaders of the faith are following after the biggest and
the best and the most successful churches, regardless of standards,
regardless of practice, regardless of Biblical position, rather
than standing for what is true. Methods are reverenced over truth.
The practice of our faith is becoming mechanical and not living.
True, there is still a form of godliness, and it is growing and in
many cases beautiful; but it misses the mark of being genuinely
belonging to God.

 

It is difficult to discern the differences between what is holy
and what is made to look holy. Only a believer who seeks the Lord
alone could possible hope to catch it in our day. May I be one of
them!

 

 

November 20, 2006

 

Ezra 6:22 KJV 

And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days
with joy: for the LORD had made them joyful, and turned the heart
of the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the
work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

 

The hand of our God is incredibly powerful.

 

He is indeed able to turn the hearts of kings as rivers of water
withersoever He will!

 

This of course does not mean that all things always work the way
we think they ought. Israel after all had gone into 70 years
captivity. Daniel and his friends had been sorely tested in that
strange land. Jews had cried out for the day when they would be
able to sing the songs of Zion in their own land. Even after the
order had come that the Jews could return and rebuild the Temple,
the work was stopped for a time by an enemy. Things don't always go
as we plan.

 

But our God is able to do as He pleases. And our God is doing
what brings Him pleasure and will give Him the most praise and
glory in the last day.

 

There is hope then for the child of God. Satan hasn't absolute
control on this earth. The world the flesh and the devil may appear
to have the upper hand at times. But when it brings the Lord
pleasure, when there is reason, God can even turn the hearts of the
hardest of this world for His own purpose. Ours is to stay faithful
to the Lord, to remember that neither our rest nor our rewards are
gained while in this life, and so we hope for that better day,
knowing God will get the ultimate glory.

 

 

November 21, 2006

 

Ezra 7:23 KJV 

Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it
be diligently done for the house of the God of heaven: for why
should there be wrath against the realm of the king and his
sons?

 

These words, though written by a Gentile king, should be the
echo of the heart of every born again man woman and child.

 

Whatsoever is commanded by the God of
heaven

Some of the things God commands us are completely against our
nature and our own will, wishes and desires. Yet if God commands
them, whatever they are;


	They are good

	They are right and

	They are the best for us



 

Let it be diligently done

What we do for the Lord ought to be done


	With zeal

	With diligence

	With heart



It is for the Lord. It should not be done sloppily and half
heartedly but fervently and with every effort to do it as best as
we can possibly do it.

 

For the house of the God of heaven

Our service to the Lord should always be done through and under
the authority of and even for the house of God, which today is the
local church.

 

For why should there be wrath against the realm of
the king and his sons?

God is a God of wrath. What we do will have consequences not
only for ourselves, but also on our children.

 

November 22, 2006

 

Luke 6:23 KJV 

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for,
behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did
their fathers unto the prophets.

 

This is an abbreviated version of the beatitudes of Matthew 5.
What struck me this morning is how God says we can be blessed (or
happy - have a reason to rejoice) really only when we are poor and
hungry and weeping and hated and separated.

 

The obvious implication in the passage is that what we have on
this earth will be missing in glory and what we do without on this
earth will be ours forever in glory.

 

Way too much is made of comfort and success in life. The fact is
life will not begin until we get into heaven and it is only that
life that we should seek to promote. 

 

 

 

November 23, 2006

 

Nehemiah 1:11 KJV 

O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be
attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy
servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee,
thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.
For I was the king's cupbearer.

 

There are people who "desire to fear" the name of the Lord. It
is a growth factor. It is not something we simply decide one day
that we do.


	As we desire to fear the name of the Lord we grow more
and more in that fear

	As we walk with the Lord, as we get to know Him
better

	As we see His handiwork in our lives and in the lives
of others around us



Then we become more and more fearful of His name.

 

God is to be feared. But as we grow in our love for Him even our
fear of Him is transformed into a glorious part of our relationship
with Him. A child will not love a parent he does not fear first.
Before love is reverence, respect; fear.

 

Lord, prosper my desire to fear your name. Make me better at
it.

 

November 24, 2006

 

Nehemiah 4:14 KJV 

And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles,
and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid
of them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight
for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and
your houses.

 

How not to be afraid of the adversary; "… Remember
the Lord which is great and terrible… "

 

The word great means great in any
sense;


	Older

	Louder

	Longer

	Higher

	Nobler



God is greater than we are and greater than our adversaries in
any view we might take.  


	There is nothing our adversary can do that he can do
better than God.

	There is no power our adversary might have that is more
powerful than God.



Our adversary has


	No supply

	No weapon

	No resource

	No wisdom



Nothing greater than God.

 

The word terrible means to
frighten.

We have every reason to fear the Lord and the Lord has every
reason to frighten our adversaries. As we fight for our brethren,
our families and our home God will see that our adversaries know He
is great and terrible.

 

November 25, 2006

 

Nehemiah 6:16 KJV 

And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard
thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things,
they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that
this work was wrought of our God.

 

One of the greatest needs in our world today is a work that this
world perceives to be wrought of God.


	Too much is done in the power of the
flesh.

	Too much credit is given to men, even great men, which
should have gone to the Lord.



 

It is not that Nehemiah and his men had done nothing. On the
contrary, their dedication is remarkable. Nehemiah's


	Burden

	Vision

	Organization



All are manifest in the rebuilding of the walls.

 


	The determination

	The courage

	The insight



Demonstrated by Nehemiah and his company cannot be denied. But
when everything was said and done, the thing that cast down the
adversary was not what Nehemiah had done but the work that God had
wrought.

 

So I am not asking people to stop working for the Lord.


	We need soul winners

	We need bus workers

	We need Sunday school teachers and

	Nursery workers and

	Choir singers and

	Maintenance and janitorial workers







 

But along with all of that… we need God to work in such a way
that men know the work was wrought by God.

 

 

 

November 26, 2006

 

Luke 10:41-42 KJV 

And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many
things: 

But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that
good part, which shall not be taken away from
her.

 

One thing is needful.

 

We get so caught up in our busy-ness; even about the things of
the Lord.


	So caught up in our ministries

	So caught up in our doing

	So caught up in our responsibilities

	So caught up in our friends family and other
people



That we often excuse ourselves from not doing the one thing that
is needful; to to sit at Jesus' feet and hear His Word.

 

I sometimes think that someone has to be cumbered about with
serving so others can sit at the feet of Jesus. That might just be
human logic. Maybe we have become Martha’s without knowing it.
Maybe we have elevated the service of the Lord to such a height
that fewer than should get to sit at His feet and hear His
word.

 

That is the good part.

 

 

 

 

November 27, 2006

 

Luke 11:34 KJV 

The light of the body is the eye: therefore when
thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when
thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of
darkness.

 

Psalms 119:105 says

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path. (KJV)

 

The way to get light in my body is through the proper use of my
eyes. If I keep my eyes focused in the right place, upon the Word
of God and upon the Lord Jesus Christ I can expect that light will
shine through my life and give me guidance and direction in the
decisions and issues of my life. If on the other hand I allow
things to come through my eyes and into my soul that are evil and
dark,


	Forms of entertainment that are worldly

	Thoughts that are less than good lovely just pure and
or good report

	Conversations that are questionable in
character



I may expect that such darkness will cloud my path and hinder
making good and wise decisions.

 

So I want to keep my eye single (the word means
folded together, simple). I want to make sure I
have singleness of purpose in pleasing the Lord in my life. That
simplicity will give me direction and light.

 

 

 

November 28, 2006

 

Luke 12:50 KJV 

But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am
I straitened till it be accomplished!

 

The baptism Christ refers to is His death on the Cross. Most of
the commentaries make it as if the Lord were saying that He was in
distress about the suffering He was about to endure. The thought
occurred to me though that what He is saying is that his ministry
was bound (the word straitened means held
together, compressed, arrested) until the great work of
the Cross was accomplished.

 

Christ told the disciples that it was expedient for them that He
would go away because if He left, He would send the Holy
Spirit.[118] Jesus also told them that they
would do greater works then He Himself had done after He was gone
away. [119]

 

Truly Jesus' ministry was


	Hindered

	Limited

	Straitened



Until after His death burial and resurrection. Whatever Jesus
did prior to that event was miniscule compared to the great work
that would be done after.

 

It was through the death burial and resurrection


	Sin was forgiven

	Souls were reconciled to God

	God was justified in forgiving sin

	The wall was broken which separated man from
God



 

If there had been no death, burial and resurrection the miracles
and even the sinless life of Christ on this earth would have served
no lasting purpose. We needed more than to see the character of God
the Father through the Person of Jesus Christ the Son. We needed a
way to get to the Father and that was only accomplished through His
death burial and resurrection.

 

He really was "straitened" until that baptism was
accomplished.

 

 

November 29, 2006

 

Luke 13:22 KJV 

And he went through the cities and villages,
teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem.

 

I loved the phrase, "… journeying toward
Jerusalem."

 

Jesus was on His last trip to Jerusalem. He was on His way to
the cross, and on His way, He visited cities and villages teaching
the Word of God.

 

We too are on a journey that will end with our going off into
eternity. Along the way there are two keys that need to be
gotten;

 

First, that we know where we will end when we
reach our final destination; heaven or hell. The journey of life is
far too short to put this off very long. Just this week I heard of
two teenage boys who died while doing the simple task of checking a
power generator their family had set up in the household garage due
to a power failure. The boys had no idea they were on the very last
leg of their journey. Where did their journey end them?

 

Second, having secured the key to eternal life
in heaven our next great cause ought to be to give that key to as
many as we possibly can as we pass them on our journey. The great
thing about the key is that it will work for all and that we can
never make so many duplicates that it won't open the door to
eternal life. Copies of copies of the key that leads to eternal
life are just as effective as the very first key.

 

Jesus journeyed on His way to the cross where every soul that
comes to Him may find salvation. As we journey, let’s take all we
can to that very same Cross.

 

 

 

November 30, 2006

 

Luke 14:23 KJV 

And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may
be filled.

 

I wonder what God thinks of church houses that are not filled
with people ready and willing to hear His blessed Word?

 

The parable makes it clear that God's desire is to see His house
full. On first look one might think that refers to heaven, and if
that is the case then we have a little bit of an out.


	First, we do not know how full or empty heaven will be.
We don't take a survey that we can see with our eyes. We don't have
any physical evidence one way or the other how many are saved
through the ages.

	Second, ours is only a small part of the equation as to
how many actually might be there. We can spread the blame on
others, in lands where there are fewer missionaries, in cultures
where very few get saved, in places where someone else is
responsible, maybe they have dropped the ball.



 

But it is also true that the house of God is a reference to the
local church and in that case we are confronted week after week
with the fact that our God is not pleased to see empty seats in His
house whenever the Word of God is fed.

 

The parable lays some of God's displeasure on the shoulders of
those who refuse to come in. But it lays all of the responsibility
to fill the seats upon we who are His servants. We are to
"compel them to come in." We are to do
whatever it must and we are to go wherever we must to find somebody
who will take that empty chair.

 

God does not give ever house the same number of chairs, but God
does expect that what chairs we have will be filled.

 

 

 

December 1, 2006

 

Luke 15:20 KJV 

And he arose, and came to his father. But when he
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion,
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

 

As soon as the son began his trip home the father began His trip
toward the son. We can never get so far from God that He won't
immediately and compassionately come get us from whatever state we
have fallen into, if only we will see that our sin is our own.

 

Gill says, "his father saw him; he saw him when
in the far country, spending his substance with harlots, and in
riotous living; he saw him when among the swine and husks; he saw
him when he came to himself, and all the motions and determinations
of his heart; he saw him in his progress towards him, and looked
upon him with an eye of love, pity, and compassion, …
."[120]

 

See God watching this one through the whole process of sin. See
God painfully grieving over each wicked choice the son makes but
carefully avoiding the urge to help him too soon. Then see the Lord
as soon as the son turns toward his father racing to the young
man's aide and throwing His arms around him.

 

What a gracious God we have.

 

And what grace it compels us to have in response.


	No sin is so grievous that we ought not
forgive

	No offense is so terrible that we should not
forget

	No act is so heinous that we ought not express
compassion



If only the sinner will come to himself and confess his
sins.

 

We can help the one back who begins the trip themselves.

 

 

 

December 2, 2006

 

Esther 6:1-2 KJV 

On that night could not the king sleep, and he
commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; and they
were read before the king. 

And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, the keepers of
the door, who sought to lay hand on the king
Ahasuerus.

 

When I lived in Oklahoma City Pastor Sam Davison did a series of
messages out of Esther. He called the series "The On Time
God."

 

It would not have been impossible for Mordecai to feel like his
service to the king in reporting the conspiracy of Bigthana and
Teresh had gone


	Unnoticed,

	Unrewarded and

	Unappreciated



And the truth be told, if that were the case it would have still
be proper and right for him to have saved the king's life as he
did. I do not know how much time had passed from the report to when
Ahasuerus read the records, but it was enough time that a person
could have thought that there would be no acknowledgement of
Mordecai's service.

 

But reality was that God was saving this piece of
acknowledgement for just the right time. and, when it was needed,
when it could produce the most good, God saw to it that the king
got the word.

 

In our lives it may appear that the Lord has forgotten about us.
That is simply not the case. God is keeping His records and there
is coming a day when those records will be read and rewards handed
out. It would be right to do right by God if He never acknowledged
the right. But the Word of God is clear that there will be a day of
rewards.

 

How I long for that day

 

December 3, 2006

 

Proverbs 3:1 KJV 

My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep
my commandments:

 

God wants us to keep His commandments not only in the flesh, but
also in the heart. I am reminded of the story of the little girl
standing in the car seat. Her dad tells her to sit down but she
does not, her dad tells her again and this time says, "If you don't
sit down I will stop the car and spank you." The little girl sits
down and they continue on their journey. After a moment or two the
little girl looks at her dad and says, Daddy, I am still sitting
inside."

 

Some people do the right things but they are still sinning
inside. True worship begins in the heart and manifests itself on
the outside. So I need not only to guard my heart but I need to
watch my heart and be sure that my service of the Lord, my worship,
my actions are a reflection of a heart that is right with God
first. If my heart is right, the deeds on the outside will be
fine.

 

 

December 4, 2006

 

Esther 9:22 KJV 

As the days wherein the Jews rested from their
enemies, and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to
joy, and from mourning into a good day: that they should make them
days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to another,
and gifts to the poor.

 


	Sorrow to joy

	Mourning into a good day



 

God is able to do above anything we could possible expect. I was
thinking about Mordecai and Esther when the news came out that the
Jews would be destroyed. Mordecai did what he could, he fasted and
prayed and got in touch with Esther. Esther then did what she
could; she asked her people to pray and she approached the king.
But I wonder if either really thought the Lord would do what He did
on their behalf. God not only destroyed their enemies but used the
armies of Babylon to help them do it!

 

We sometimes face things that look unbelievably impossible. We
do what we can do and we appeal to the Lord for the rest, but we
often wonder if the Lord will do what we ask. Most of the time we
must console ourselves in the fact that God will use even the bad
things for good. Israel had to do that too, for seventy years of
captivity and for nearly a year waiting to see the outcome of
Haman's orders.

 

But praise the Lord that God has great things planned for His
people. We may have sorrow now, we may have mourning today. But God
will turn our sorrow to joy and our mourning into a good day.

 

 

 

December 5, 2006

 

Job 1:22 KJV 

In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God
foolishly.

 

Gill says, "… did not arraign his wisdom, nor charge him with
folly; though there might be some things he could not account for,
or see into the reasons of them, he knew the Lord could; he
considered that he was a God of knowledge, the only and all wise
God, and did all things after the counsel of his will, and to
answer the best ends and purposes, and therefore he submitted all
to his wisdom; nor did he himself speak foolishly of him,
arraigning his justice and holiness, as if he had done wrong to
him; he knew there was no unrighteousness in God, nor in any of his
ways and works, and that he had a right to do what he would with
his own, to give and take it away at his pleasure… "[121]

 

One of the most common things I think I have heard whenever I
have attempted to use Job's story to comfort a hurting person is
that Job was an unusual character and, "Just because God helped him
through his troubles does not mean He will help me through mine."
We are so prone to think of the Bible characters as somehow
superhuman. But I can't help but think that Job was not much
different than we are today, with the exception that he did not
charge God foolishly.

 

What contentment might come to our souls if we could, like Job,
"… consider that… God… to answer the best ends and purposes… ."
What God does is good and right and the very best, even when it
seems to hurt us very much. Job did not accuse God of wrong in the
troubles Job faced. He admitted not understanding and he got out of
sorts with his misguided friends, but he never blamed God nor did
he try to place any fault upon God for his troubles.

 

Lord, help me to be so wise.

 

 

December 6, 2006

 

Luke 20:37-38 KJV 

Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at
the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 

For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living:
for all live unto him.

 

These verses came alive to me a few days ago as I was meditating
on the Scriptures and considering the fact that I have to see a
cardiologist in the next few days about some blockages… .

 

It occurred to me no one who has died in the Lord is dead. God
is not the God of the dead, but the living.


	Abraham is not dead, but living

	Isaac is not dead but living

	Jacob is not dead, but living

	Moses is not dead but living



 

Then I got to thinking about some dear friends of mine who have
died.


	Ed Jasper is not dead, but living

	Bob Ochs is not dead, but living

	Roy Cripe is not dead, but living

	Ted Bellingham is not dead, but living

	Pete Briones is not dead but living

	Kathy Farinella is not dead but living

	Ron Woods is not dead but living

	Gary Prisk is not dead but living



On and on the list could go.

 

Some time ago a friend of mine, my age, had a heart attack and
had a stint placed in his heart. He got out of the hospital
concerned that he had not been faithful tithing and purchased a
life insurance policy on himself naming the church as the
beneficiary. At first I thought he was over reacting. He after all
recovered nicely. I now understand his reasoning though. For many
years now I have known that my family history made the likelihood
of heart disease possible. I have joked around about it for the
last 20 years. Having it now developing into a reality has sobered
me up a little.

 

I know that doctors perform procedures to repair blockages
routinely these days. I know I am in all likelihood going to be
fine and live another many years. Still there it is very comforting
to know that should I join the numbers who have already gone, I
won't be dead, but living.

 

 

December 7, 2006

 

Job 5:8 KJV 

I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit
my cause:

 

Someone described the book of Job as an intense argument between
Job and his friends. As is the case with most arguments, both
parties were in the wrong in some respects. Also both parties were
in the right in many respects.

 

We might picture this thusly; Eliphaz has come down pretty hard
on Job in the preceding verses. Now, with a little of the adrenalin
worked off, and wishing not to condemn Job but to encourage him to
make some things right, Eliphaz softens his voice and begins to
plead with Job.

 

Eliphaz is certainly in the right in verse 8. Regardless of the
cause for Job's condition (which Job rightly maintained was not
because of some sin he had committed) the best course of action
would be to "seek unto God and unto God… commit my
cause."

 

Whatever our circumstances this one truth will take us far; unto
God commit our cause.

 

 

 

December 8, 2006

 

Proverbs 8:30-31 KJV 

Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before
him; 

Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my
delights were with the sons of men.

 

There can be little doubt that this passage is a portrait of
Christ and His relationship with His Heavenly Father. It has been a
blessing to me now for a few weeks to meditate upon the things that
please God.

 

The Bible says God is delighted in His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus
is His daily delight, and Jesus rejoices always before Him.

 

God delights in working alongside His Son, not only in the
creation of the world, but also in the redemption of man. Nothing
comes as a shock or surprise to the Lord and since God is
sovereign, no one can make God do anything He is not pleased to do.
Whatever God does is His pleasure to do it.

 

With that in mind, one could deduce that it was God's pleasure
send His Son to this earth, and it was Christ's pleasure to die for
lost sinners. God delighted in His sacrifice so we could be saved.
Not that the experience was pleasant, but He was not forced to do
it and was delighted to do it for the benefit of mankind.

 

What grace!

 

December 9, 2006

 

Luke 23:28-31 KJV 

But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your
children. 

For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare,
and the paps which never gave suck. 

Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall
on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 

For if they do these things in a green tree, what
shall be done in the dry?

 

This whole text is intriguing to me, not just in the sense of
what Jesus said, but that he had the composer, the wherewithal, and
even the liberty of the Romans to say it.

 

The situation must have been energy packed, I imagine. It is, at
least in my mind, difficult to see this as a slow paced chain of
events. Once the order had been handed down for His execution, and
having two others already scheduled for crucifixion, I expect that
this whole series of events began to happen rather suddenly.

 

With the crowd pressing in on the prisoners, and with the
soldiers compelling Simon the Cyrenian to bear the cross of Christ,
the soldiers could not have been that happy about things. So for
them to suffer Jesus to turn to the great company of people and
speak to them at all is difficult to conceive in my mind.

 

And then Jesus, being


	As weary

	As beaten, and

	As harried



As He must have been at that moment; for Jesus to speak words
which are at the same time,


	Compassionate

	Prophetical, and

	Intensely profound



This it tells me that Jesus is in complete control of this whole
situation. On the surface this may appear to be a poor man being
hurried to His death; but in reality this is our sovereign God
tactically defeating the forces of sin, death and hell.

 

Thank God that He was willing to endure the cross for our
salvation.

 

 

December 10, 2006

 

Luke 24:30-32 KJV 

And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he
took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to
them. 

And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and
he vanished out of their sight. 

And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn
within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened
to us the scriptures?

 

How fleeting are our opportunities with the Lord Jesus Christ.
Sure, He returned, and it is true He showed Himself alive for 40
days; but each opportunity came and passed and eventually the
opportunities to see Him as He dwelt among men was passed, gone,
over.

 

Today we will have an opportunity to speak about the Lord and
perhaps today Christ will manifest Himself in some great way in our
services. It could be that only a handful of those who are here
will recognize Him. It might be that none do, but whatever happens
today for the glory of God is over once it’s over. We will never be
able to recover this day's worship again.

 

May we, come with our eyes open, and our hearts warm, listening
for the sweet voice of our Saviour.

 

 

December 11, 2006

 

Proverbs 11:27 KJV 

He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour:
but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto
him.

 


	Diligently; seeketh; rise before
dawn

	Good; in the widest sense, everything and anything that
is good

	Procureth; to search out, to strive after

	Favour; delight, desire, pleasure



 

The best way to find for ourselves pleasure in this life is to
work diligently to do all sorts of good. Happiness does not come to
those who strive for pleasure. Happiness comes to those who strive
for good. When a person does all that is good; when a person rises
early and sets his heart to be a blessing and to do all sorts of
good things in this life, the natural outcome will be delight and
pleasure in life.

 

December 12, 2006

 

John 1:22 KJV 

Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of
thyself?

 

This may very well be a good question for every Christian to ask
himself;

"What sayest thou of thyself?"


	Are you the kind of believer that you know you ought to
be right now?

	Have you grown in the faith since you first
believed?

	Cay you say with Paul that you press toward the mark
for the prize?

	Is your testimony at work what you know it should
be?

	Would your family, if they were allowed to bear open
all they know about you, give a report of godliness?

	As you examine your heart before the Lord, is there any
unconfessed sins or areas of worldliness that only you and the Lord
know about?



 

"What sayest thou of thyself?"


	Are you serving the Lord where God wants you and in the
capacity He wants?

	Are you genuinely walking with the Lord?

	How is your prayer life?



 

"What sayest thou of thyself?"


	Have those you know you should have witnessed to heard
the gospel message?

	Are there people going to heaven today that might not
have had it not been for your influence in their
life?



 

One day each and every one of us will give an account for the
deeds done inour flesh, whether good or bad

 

Rom 14:12

So then every one of us shall give account of
himself to God. (KJV)

 

2 Cor 5:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or
bad. (KJV)

 

If we were to stand before God today, "What sayest
thou of thyself?"

 

 

 

December 13, 2006

 

John 2:24 KJV 

But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because
he knew all men,

 

John Gill says, "The sense according to some of the ancients is,
that he did not commit the whole of the Gospel to them; he did not
make known to them all his mind and will; this he only did to the
twelve apostles, his special disciples and friends; nor was the
time come, that he would make known, or have made known, the things
concerning his person, office, obedience, sufferings, death, and
resurrection from the dead: but rather the meaning is, that he did
not trust himself with these persons, who believed in him, on the
basis of his miracles; he did not take them into the number of his
associates; he did not admit them to intimacy with him; nor did he
freely converse with them, or make any long stay among them; but
soon withdrew himself from hence,… "[122]

 

Multitudes believed on Jesus but Jesus did not commit Himself to
them. The word commit means, "to have
faith." 

 

Gill says

Jesus did not did not make known to them all His mind
and will

There were things He planned that only the 12 were privy to.
Jesus said because they (the 12) were His friends He would make
known to them all things He had heard from His Father. (John
15:15).

He did not make all that known to this crowd.

 

Jesus did not trust Himself to these
people.

He did not take them into close fellowship. He did not include
them into His circle of associates. He was not "intimate" with
them, as He was with Peter and James and John. They had believed on
Him, but He had no faith in them

 

Jesus did not stay long with them.

His relationship with them was shallow and He did not allow it
to go any deeper than that.

 

Jesus' own ministry would not be well received among most
Christians today. We today feel like we should be let into the
closest confidences of the work of God with little to no
requirements made of ourselves.


	Jesus must not judge us

	Jesus must not expect anything of us



The faith has no right to place any expectation on us, only that
we place expectation upon it.

 

Those of us who are serious about the things of God must take
care not to place too much confidence in men too quickly. Jesus
will point out those in whom we may commit ourselves.

 

December 14, 2006

 

Proverbs 14:26

In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence and his
children shall have a place of refuge.

 

I woke up this morning to face a heart catheter test at Tacoma
General Hospital. I had not idea what my day would hold. I had been
told that there was a weakness in my heart and this test would find
the problem. I thought I was looking at three possible
scenarios


	They could find that the problem could be corrected
with medicine. This would be the best case scenario.

	They could find a blockage that could be repaired with
angioplasty and a stint. While I was hesitant about the stint,
still it was an acceptable outcome.

	They could determine that I need open heart
surgery.

	I supposed that a fourth scenario would be that there
would be a fatal complication.



All of these scenarios meant my life was changing. I would never
be able to say I enjoyed great health again. I would always have to
consider myself a heart patient.

 

So I woke up to this passage as my medicine for the day.
Whatever the outcome, my confidence could be in the Lord.


	He makes not mistakes.

	He has no surprises.

	All things work together for His God.



 

Not only would I find confidence in Him, but my family, my wife
and my children could find a refuge in Him.

 

I awakened from my procedure to find that there was another
scenario; that my heart is perfectly healthy! What an unbelievable
answer to prayer!

 

December 15, 2006

 

 

December 17, 2006

 

Proverbs 17:16 

Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to
get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it?

 

Wisdom does not come through payment and price. It can only be
gotten from a heart that desires it.

 

How foolish it is to spend sums of money on an education but to
waste the time in wantonness and reckless living. Even among those
who attend Bible College there are those whose heart is not in the
work of the Bible education.


	They do not want to get up early to take
classes.

	They do not want to study.

	They do not want to work at their lessons



They just want to say they have the diploma.

 

On the church level


	There are those who attend church services but sleep
through them.

	There are those who teach Sunday school classes but do
not prepare.

	There are those whose lips move when we sing, but their
heart does not make melody to the Lord



But there is no value in any of it unless the heart seeks the
wisdom only the Lord can give.

 

God give us hearts that desire to get the wisdom which is from
above!

 

December 18, 2006

 

John 3:12 KJV 

If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly
things?

 

Jesus' message of the new birth was both a basic, simple
doctrine, and told in the simplest of terms. Who could not
understand the concept of being born into this world? And, if one
cannot put together how physical birth corresponds to the new
birth, how is it ever possible to expect that they will grasp even
deeper truths of the Word of God.

 

Yet Nicodemus did believe. He questioned, he even doubted, but
he did become a believer. Those we think are getting nothing from
the Word of God may be getting more than we could ever imagine!
Not, of course, that Jesus did not know Nicodemus would believe,
but that this passage is here for our benefit, that we would keep
preaching the truth even when it appears the hearer is getting so
little from it.

 

December 19, 2006

 

John 4:11 KJV 

The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to
draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that
living water?

 

The thing that makes the difference between the believer and the
non-believer is that the believer recognizes that Jesus has
everything He needs "to draw with."

 

I understand that the woman had not yet grasped the difference
between Jacob's well there before her and the living water Jesus
was speaking of; but that only emphasizes what I think is her
problem at this point. She sees Jesus as just another man, perhaps
a teacher, maybe a prophet, but certainly not Almighty.

 

Nothing to draw with?

He spoke the worlds into existence

 

Nothing to draw with?

He upholds all things by the word of His power

 

Nothing to draw with?

He is the eternal, self existent, omnipotent, omniscient,
omnipresent God

 

Of course He has what He needs to draw with!

 

He can reach into the resources of glory and draw out the
salvation of every soul who will come to Him.

 

The difference between the Christian who rests in Christ and the
Christian who stresses in this life is found right here;


	One sees Christ as fully sovereign and capable of
reaching into the deepest wells of eternity to meet our needs 
and

	The other looks at Christ as Saviour of sins, but
nearly helpless against the forces of this world.



 

Look at Christ again.

He has not come to the well of our lives unprepared. He has
everything He needs to reach into that deep well, and work all
things together for good.

 

 

 

December 20, 2006

 

John 5:44 KJV 

How can ye believe, which receive honour one of
another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God
only?

 

One of the most difficult things we face as we grow in our faith
is not allowing our walk with the Lord to become a system of
religion. Of necessity we must attend church, serve others, grow in
both our knowledge of an skills in ministering. There must be time
being taught and there must be time rubbing shoulders with those
who teach. And as we do that we will gain a testimony and
reputation among those we teach and those we teach alongside of.
The problem comes when we become more concerned with our testimony
among them than we do with our relationship with the Saviour.

 

And it is easy to do. After all, we hear their voices, we see
their faces. They often have impact upon any future growth we have
in the things of God. So it becomes very easy to seek their honor
and to view that honor as being the same as honor from God.

 

But Jesus said the trap the Pharisees had fallen into was that
they sought honor one from another and not from God only. And it
was this very thing that kept them from believing Christ.

 

We must discipline ourselves to seek not honor and accept no
honor except that honor God gives us. To do otherwise is to step
into the trap that will eventually bring us where we won't be able
to trust the Lord's leadership in our lives for fear of what the
others will say. The only Person's opinion that should matter to us
is God's.

 

 

 

December 21, 2006

 

Job 23:10 KJV 

But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath
tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

 

The more I read in the book of Job the more he looks like a lot
of us (except for Job's testimony, which is so much better than any
man I have ever known;

Job 1:1

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was
Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God,
and eschewed evil.)

 

Consider;


	Job had been relatively successful and happy. He had a
good family, good income and a strong testimony in his
community.

	Job's fall happened suddenly and without any reason
that he was aware of.

	Job's friends, while not turning against him, did lose
respect for him. This is a man who was once considered a leader and
who now is being rebuked by his own peers.

	Job's case was such that even younger men felt like
they could rebuke him.



At the time of Job 23:10, Job had no guarantee that his
situation would reverse itself. All he knew at that moment was


	That God is sovereign and right to do whatever He
chose

	That God knew Job's "ways"

	That God had elected to try him severely



From there, Job spoke as a man of faith. His faith assured him
that, once the trial was over, he would be better for it.

 

God is good to His people. His plan are for peace and blessing,
not for our harm.

We may not be able to see why God would put us
through what we are going through

We may not understand how God can possibly use these
things for good

We may not be able to see when we will come forth as
gold

But we can be assured that "… when He hath tried me,
I shall come forth as gold."

 

 

 

 

December 22, 2006

 

John 6:2 KJV 

And a great multitude followed him, because they saw
his miracles which he did on them that were
diseased.

 

When a person examines John chapter 6 as a whole he will come to
see that the theme of the chapter is following Jesus. The passage
begins with a great multitude following Him and ends with only 12
left following.

 

The multitude followed Christ because they saw His miracles; the
12 followed because He had the words of eternal life.

 

So the question must be asked; why do we follow Jesus? If we
follow Him for what He has done and we hope He will do, it is
likely we will turn away.


	Turn away when He disappoints us in not meeting our
expectations

	Turn away when He offends us with a message we did not
like



 

But if we follow Him because He is the only one who has the
words of eternal life, likely is, we will still be following Him to
our dying day.

 

 

 

December 23, 2006

 

Job 27:6 KJV 

My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it
go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I
live.

 

Gill says of this passage, "Meaning not his personal
righteousness, … .. Indeed the righteousness of his living
Redeemer, which was his… ."[123]

 

Job did testify of knowing His Redeemer (Job 19:25). So the
since of this passage is that Job would never allow himself to let
go of the assurance that can come only through the Saviour. He
understood he would sin. He realized that every man fails God.
However, He also understood the concept of righteousness through
faith. If that faith is placed in the Almighty, who cannot fail,
then it is impossible to lose the righteousness which God imparts
to a man through faith.

 

If we will hold on to that truth, if we will not let it go, that
blessed truth will sustain us through the dark times we go through
in life even as it sustained Job through his darkest days.


	Regardless of what happens to us in the
flesh,

	Regardless of the accusations men may make concerning
us

	Regardless of our own sense of
unworthiness



If our soul has been committed to His trust and care, all is
well with our soul.

 

 

 

December 24, 2006

 

Job 29:24 KJV 

If I laughed on them, they believed it not; and the
light of my countenance they cast not down.

 

This chapter has Job recalling how things were before his
collapse. Among the things he remembered was that "If I
laughed on them, they believed it not.."

 

The gist of that is that they did not assume he meant to mock,
scorn or spite them. He was respected enough that people assumed
what he did and said was meant for men's best and not for their
worst.

 

I have been in situations where everything I said was taken
wrong. Those I was speaking with naturally assumed that I meant to
attack, to hurt and they read into every word and attack. I have
been in situations where I was attempting to moderate a
conversation where my job was to help each hear the other's words
in a different light than they were naturally predisposed to
hear.

 

If I would like for men to assume the best in my words and
conversation, I should be able to see that it would also be right
for me to be the same with them. Don't take things said, things
done, even hurtful things in a way that is negative. Look for what
the person might really be trying to say, or do instead of the
critical thing you think they have said or done.

 

December 25, 2006

 

John 10:9

I am the door, by me if any man enter in, he shall
be saved and go in and out and find pasture

 

We often use the phrase “the key” to mean that “the secret to
making this thing successful is.” In this passage it is as if the
Lord says the key to success in Christianity is Christ.

 

When we enter into life through Christ we find

 

Security

“…he shall be saved…”

Through Christ is the only security from death and hell.

 

Liberty

“…and go in and out…”

Through Christ we find liberty to live and serve. We are
apprehended of Christ, and then liberated to pour ourselves into
His service.

 

Plenty

“…and find pasture…”

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want…. In Christ is all I will ever need or want.

 

 

December 26, 2006

 

John 11:40

Said I not unto thee that if thou wouldest believe
thou shouldest see the glory of God?

 

What glories there are that are only seen by those who believe.
The Pharisees saw all that Christ did, but they did not see the
glory of God in it. Those who believe though, not only see those
things, they see that God is behind them.

 

 

December 27, 2006

 

 

 

 

 

December 28, 2006

 

John 12:28 KJV 

Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice
from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it
again.

 

Barnes, "… There can be no doubt that when God says here that he
had glorified his name, he refers to what had been done by Christ…
"[124]

 

See in this passage both the desire of the Lord
and the determination of the Father. Should not
this be our foremost goal as well? Glorifying the name of the
Father is more important than


	Our comfort

	Our happiness

	Our reputation among men, even

	Our life upon this earth



 

Glorifying the name of the Father should be more important to us
than doing what we want with our lives, or having what we want in
life.

 

If something glorifies God, we ought to do it regardless of the
personal sacrifice and cost.

 

Jesus glorified the Father


	Through the things He did in His life,

	Through the words He spoke in this life
and

	Through the things He suffered in this
life.



 

Then God the Father glorified His name once again through the
death, burial and resurrection of Christ.

 

God will use us to bring glory to His name in what we do when we
obey the Lord and through the things we suffer when we endure it
with God's grace.

 

 

December 29, 2006

 

John 13:17 KJV 

If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do
them.

 

If there is a portion of the Christian life that is the
toughest, it is that faithful consistent growing in a relationship
with Jesus Christ.

 

It is so easy for us to settle in to Christianity sort of like a
man and woman might settle in to marriage; before the marriage and
maybe in the first little bit of the marriage, there is of
necessity the development of a relationship. You get to know what
the other is like and you learn to deal with that, enjoying many
things, and enduring some things. But then after a while some
couples quit working on the relationship and just get on with life.
Sometimes a married couple nearly ignores one another even though
they live in the same home.

 

Christians can do that with their relationship with Jesus. At
first, there is that time of getting to know the Lord.


	You find out He died for your sins,

	You learn enough of the Bible and of church life to
figure out the big "do's and don'ts"



But then if we are not careful we might settle into a sort of
happy medium with the faith where we now know the things we enjoy
about being a Christian and the things we must just endure.

 

So I say again that the tough part of the Christian life is
maintaining that frame of mind where we constantly grow in our
relationship with the Lord. And as we grow in that relationship,
the Lord teaches us new things.

 

Then comes the second part of the Christian life, simply doing
the things He has taught us.

 

The tough part of the Christian life is not doing what Jesus
taught us. Jesus said we are happy if we do them. The tough part is
the relationship.

 

So I can tell if my relationship with Christ is right or not,
most often, just by asking myself if I am happy doing what I know
He has taught. If I am not happy, the answer is not to change what
I do, it is to seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.

 

 

December 30, 2006

 

John 14:2 KJV 

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you.

 

I see the loving concern of our Saviour in that He says,
"… if it were not so, I would have told
you… "


	If there were no Heavenly home

	If there were no place for the believer to
go

	If God did not desire us to be with Him

	If heaven's splendors were not accessible to
us



Jesus would have told us so

 


	If there was no salvation

	If there was no way to have our sins
forgiven

	If we could not possibly be reconciled to
God



Jesus would have told us so

 

Christ's love for us is expressed in the fact that He has told
us all the truth. He has not only told us what we want to hear, He
has told us what we don't want to hear but need to hear, and He has
corrected our thinking when what we thought has been wrong. Jesus
did not allow His disciples to hold to cherished opinions not based
in Scriptural fact. It was one of the things the Jews struggled so
much concerning Him. He only gave them the truth. He refused to let
them continue on in their delusions of right.

 

And it is one of the greatest reasons to trust the Word of God.
If it were not trustworthy, Jesus would have told us so.

 

So


	There is a way to be reconciled to God

	There is a heavenly home awaiting the
believer

	There are mansions prepared for them there
and

	Jesus is coming again that where He is we may be
also.



 

Jesus told us so.

 

December 31, 2006

 

John 15:16

Ye have not chosen me but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the
Father in my name, He may give it you.

 

We get things mixed up in our lives too easily. We get the idea
sometimes that we make our own choices as to our relationship with
Jesus Christ.

 

The Lord simply sets that to rest. We did not choose Him, He
chose us.

 

And there is great peace in that. It means that our choosing is
as solid, as unshakeable, as eternal as Jesus Christ is.

 


	It matters not what my emotions tell me.

	It is of no consequence the direction my world
takes



 

My relationship with Jesus Christ, my salvation is based only on
choices that Christ has made and therefore my salvation is as
certain as Christ is God.
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	H.E.L.L.
(1993)
A Biblical place; what does the Bible say about it?



	


The
Eagle Has Landed (1994)
The lunar landing in July of 1969 changed my life. Another
event, approximately 2000 years earlier changed my destiny.



	


Could
He? Would He? Did He? (1996)
A simple explanation why I believe the King James Version of the
Bible is the right Bible to use.



	


You
Can Know (1996)
A short message on the subject of Biblical salvation.



	


Prophecy: In
A Nutshell (1996)
The basics of Biblical prophecy is not difficult.



	


The
Kind of Men We Need (1996)
Taken from First Chronicles twelve and the description of the
host that gathered around the young king as he fled Saul.



	


What
Is An Independent Baptist Church? (1997)
A short description of the the kind of church that is
independent Baptist.



	


God
Can Do Everything (1999)
Rough outline of series of Bible devotions with this theme.



	


They
Believed And They Were Baptized (2001)
My understanding on the position of believer's baptism.



	


The
Christian Position (2001)
An attempt to describe the transformation that takes place in
the Christian and what should be the result of it



	


Prayer: Let's
Do It (2002)
Thirteen Lessons on the Subject of Biblical Prayer



	


How
To Coronate Your King (2004)
The coronation of King Solomon and some lessons drawn from
it.



	


Teach
Us To Pray (2007)
This book explores the prayers found in the New Testament
epistles. Based upon the premise that we do not know how to pray as
we ought, I wanted to find out how the Apostles prayed. They were,
after all, taught to pray by Jesus.



	


The
Simple Gospel (2007)
A simple message from the Old Testament book of Joel, outlining
the basics of the Gospel message.



	


Daily
Walk With God Volume II (2007)
My personal daily devotions for the year 2007. These were
meditations for my own benefit, but I came to the place I felt like
I had to have a means of releasing them.



	


Team
Paul (2008)
There is no doubt that the Apostle Paul was the greatest witness
for the Lord since Jesus Christ himself. His feats in church
planting, soul winning and in writing are unequaled. But I am
afraid we sometimes forget he did not do it alone. This little work
examines some of the people who served alongside Apostle Paul.



	


Heavenly
Places (2008)
Simple thoughts concerning the real focus of life - and
faith.



	


Daily
Walk With God Volume III (2008)
My personal daily devotions for the year 2008. These were
meditations for my own benefit, but I came to the place I felt like
I had to have a means of releasing them.



	


How
To Survive A Shipwreck (2009)
Biblical suggestions for weathering the storms of life.



	


How
To Grow In Grace (2010)
Using an article about baseball great Randy Johnson as a
template, this book gives several keys to spiritual growth. It is
based upon 2 Peter 3:18



	


Stand
Still (2010)
A sermon written for Memorial Day, 2007.



	


The
Three Lives Of Paul (2010)
Outside of Jesus Christ, no other man has so impacted Christian
history and thinking. Paul's story is a pattern for all true
Christians.



	


Avoiding
Anger (2010)
Originally delivered at a Men's Retreat, this sermon deals with
the causes and some suggestions for dealing with anger.



	


Marriage: An
Institution of God (2010)
Simple lessons I use in pre-marriage counseling. It may be a
help to someone else.



	


Sermons From
First Samuel (2010)
A collection of messages preached from First Samuel over the
years.



	


Sermons From
Second Samuel (2010)
A collection of sermons I have preached from texts in Second
Samuel.



	


The
Race of Life (2010)
Various Poems I have written. The title comes from a poem I
wrote while in High School. Since then I have used poetry to record
some event in my life, to decompress from some trial I have
experienced or to express of emotion I have had towards God. Most
of my poems are of a more personal nature and are not published.
This is an ongoing collection of those I believe are appropriate
for more public visibility.



	


The
Prayer of Jabez (2010)
Now that the fervor has worn off, a Biblical look at the intent
of this passage.



	


The
Security of Salvation (2010)
This doctrine is a major Baptist distinctive and a Biblical
reality for the true believer.



	


The
Great Awakening (2010)
Five messages on Revival.



	


Hopeless
Circumstances With Staggering Possibilities (2010)
What faith can do.



	


Bury
My Bones Next To His (2010)
Identifying with those whose lives matter for the Lord.



	


Forbidden To
Follow (2010)
Don't let hindrances of any kind keep your from obeying what is
the clear command of Scripture.



	


Hebrews Hall
of Faith (2010)
This book seeks to examine the great lessons on faith that are
found in Hebrews chapter eleven.



	


Sermons From
the Book of Acts I (2010)
A collection of messages I have preached over the years. Each of
these messages takes its key text from the Book of Acts.

Volume one covers chapters one through four.



	


Sermons From
the Book of Acts II (2010)
A collection of messages I have preached from texts found in the
Book of Acts.

Volume two covers chapters five through thirteen.



	


Sermons From
the Book of Acts III (2010)
A collection of messages I have preached based on texts found in
the Book of Acts.

Volume three covers chapters fifteen through twenty-eight. (There
is not message out of Acts fourteen in this collection.)



	


We
Have An Advocate (2010)
Sermons from the book of First John.



	


Plan
Now To Protect Your Marriage (2010)
Based out of Genesis twenty, this booklet offers warnings and
solutions to protect the sanctity of your marriage.



	


A
Holy Land Tour (2010)
A short series of messages describing key areas in the Life of
the Lord Jesus Christ and their significance to Christians
today.

Five chapters.



	


Can
These Bones Live (2011)
Seven various sermons preached from the Book of Ezekiel.



	


Through His
Blood (2011)
Twelve sermons preached from the book of Colossians.



	


Christmas
Sermons (2011)
Various sermons for the Christmas season. Most of them are
original. Some of them are adapted from other sermons I have found
over the years.



	


What
It Means To Be A Man (2011)
Jesus Christ is the perfect example of real manliness.



	


Burden
Bearing (2011)
An exposition Nehemiah 4:10 and the believer's responsibility to
bear the burdens of one another.



	


I
Heard All About It (2011)
The Apostle Paul addressed a troubled and distressed church in
the book of First Corinthians. Though he had personally established
this church,and testified to its spiritual gifts, it quickly became
fraught with compromise and worldliness.

These pages attempt to expound the book chapter by chapter for the
reader.



	


First
Corinthians Over the Years (2011)
This book contains twenty eight sermons I have preached over the
years that were based from a text in First Corinthians. Some of
them will be expository. Others will be textual and topical.



	


A
Desire For Glory (2011)
I have no desire for glory this side of heaven. But I do desire
to glorify Jesus Christ. The following pages contain a set of
twenty nine messages I have preached from the book of Second
Corinthians, one of which is entitled "A Desire for Glory." May God
bless these messages as much to the reader as they were to me in
the study and preaching of them.



	


Raising Kids
In Canaan (2011)
With as many influences as this world places upon our kids, it's
tough to raise them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Based in Genesis 34, this booklet attempts to identify some of the
key problems of raising kids today and answer those problems in a
Biblical manner.



	


Long
Enough (2011)
From Deuteronomy chapter two. Encouraging believers to come out
of their apathy and sloth in their faith.



	


The
"I Will's" of God (2011)
God's plan for man is revealed in God's revelation of
Himself.



	


Seven
things God Hates (2011)
An exposition of Proverbs 6 verses 16-19. Five chapters.



	


Getting the
Bugs Out (2011)
One message dealing with Proverbs 6:16-19.



	


Reasoning
Together (2011)
Various sermons from the book of Isaiah



	


Birth
(2011)
The babies born in the Bible and what their stories teach
us.



	


Still
More Giants (2011)
From First Chronicles chapter twenty, a challenge to stand in
confidence against those giants that attempt to overwhelm today's
believers.



	


Victory
Through Christ (2011)
The example of David in victories gained. You can win in your
life!



	


New
Testament Survey (2011)
This is a simple and short survey of the whole New Testament. It
is intended to familiarize the reader with the location of each of
the New Testament books in the Bible.



	


Old
Testament Survey (2011)
A short survey through the Old Testament with the simple intent
of familiarizing the reader with the location of each of the Old
Testament books of the Bible.



	


Skipping
Through The Psalms (2011)
A series of messages I preached in 1994-1995. Thirty messages in
all.



	


Heirs
Together (2011)
Eight Sermons I've preached from the book of First Peter.



	


Three
Young Men (2011)
Youth. The importance of the youth in our society is often
overlooked. They are relegated to some time in the future when we
no longer are able to prevent their influence in our world.

These three Biblical characters demonstrate how powerful a young
person is, and how important that they are influences for God.



	


The
Temple and Christ (2011)
Describing the Old Testament Temple of Solomon as a type and
picture of Jesus Christ.



	


Ten
Times Better (2012)
This is a small collection of various sermons I have preached
out of Daniel.



	


Attempting
the Impossible (2012)
Based from Psalm 40, this is an attempt to praise God for His
marvelous works of revelation, salvation and sanctification.



	


Settled On
Their Lees (2012)
It is possible that God used Zephaniah's prophecy to urge King
Josiah to revival in the land. This booklet addresses one aspect of
that prophecy; have an holy expectation.



	


Messages from
Malachi (2012)
A collection of six various sermons I have preached from this
book. Three of them are a part of a series but I have lost the
remainder of that series.



	


Hereafter
(2012)
All of us are plagued with the question, "I don't understand."
Life is filled with events that make no sense to us. This booklet
addresses those "I don't understand" questions with an answer from
Jesus Christ.



	


Unto
The Uttermost (2012)
A collection of twenty seven missions related sermons I have
compiled and preached over the years. Many of them are original
with me, some of them are not.



	


It's
The Content That Counts (2012)
A message from 1 Chronicles 17. Meant to encourage during those
times of trial.



	


The
American Experiment: How Has She Done? (2012)
A sermon preached July 1, 2012. One man's observations
concerning the success of the United States and what is her
greatest need today.



	


Messages for
Mother's Day (2012)
Mother's Day is one of my favorite Sunday's of the year. I am
thankful for the mother God gave me and I am deeply in love with
the mother of my two children.

These are some of those messages I have preached on Mother's Day
since becoming a pastor. Some of them are original with me but I
confess to employing a lot of helps and ideas from other pastors to
develop most of them.



	


I
Love Christmas (2012)
This is a sermon delivered in the early 1990's attempting to
answer the objections that people, including Christians, have
against Christmas. The title obviously expresses the
conclusion.



	


Contending
For The Faith (2012)
Four sermons from Jude.



	


David; A Man
After God's Own Heart (2012)
I have preached this message at a number of men's retreats.



	


Sin
Remaining (2012)
A short message from John chapter nine and the last verse. Jesus
pronounces to the Pharisees that, because they said they could see,
their sin would remain.

Nothing could be worse than living with the burden of sin
unforgiven.



	


Romans: A
Series of Sermons (2012)
Those various sermons I have preached from the book of
Romans.



	


Precious
Promises (2012)
Sermons preached from the book of Second Peter.



	


Christians
First: The Priority of the Saint (2012)
We can be so confused about those things that really matter.
This booklet examines the biblical priorities of the disciple of
Jesus Christ.



	


Church
Tune-Up (2013)
Every mechanic knows there are three things necessary for a
combustion engine to run.

Spark

Fuel

compression

Likewise there are three things necessary for a local church to
operate well.

Pastor

Deacon

Congregation

This is a short work meant to address the role of each.



	


Use
Liberty! (2013)
A short message preached to encourage Christians in America to
use the unique liberties we have for the very best purposes.



	


A
Declaration of Dependence (2013)
An exposition of the 23rd Psalm on the occasion of the 237th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence of
the United States of America. Though we celebrate our nation's
independence; we must be reminded, as individual believers, we can
never be independent of God.



	


Three
Steps to Great Citizenship (2013)
I am firmly convinced that great citizenship is the
responsibility of every Christian regardless of the country they
belong. Biblical citizenship would be universal and not specific to
a country because we view it as more righteous than another.

America has an unique and wonderful history. I am proud to be an
American and happy to serve God here. However, I pray that
Christians everywhere rejoice in the place of their birth and
follow Christ to see their nation honor Him.



	


Let
This Be True (2013)
A message delivered for Resurrection Sunday in 2013, this
message carries us through Christ's own predictions of his death,
burial and resurrection and its spread among the people. We are
left finally with Apostle Paul, whose own confession was that,
though they could prove no other charge against him, this one was
true; he had hope in Christ because of the resurrection.



	


At
Alamo (2013)
September of 2013 I spent three days at the Alamo visiting and
re-visiting the site, reading and re-reading the material and
digesting over and again what I saw. This is a sermon I came back
to deliver to the church I am blessed to pastor. Included also is a
poem I wrote to commemorate the trip.



	


How
Moses Managed Sin (2013)
Moses came down from Mount Sinai to find the children of God
naked, dancing around a golden calf which they had formed using the
wealth gotten when leaving Egypt. Moses said that God was angry
enough about this sin that he was considering killing all of the
people, including Aaron for what they had done! It was Moses that
managed the situation to the place that God spared their lives, and
they were now given this opportunity to enter into the Promised
Land of Canaan.

What Moses did to manage their sin, would be a wise way for us all
to manage our own sins too.



	


Give
Me This Mountain (2013)
A chapter by chapter study through the book of Joshua. The
studies are more devotional in form than commentary.



	


Who
Is God? (2013)
Ever since the sin of Adam and Eve, the God question has been
raised. It is not new to our day and age. Certainly the questions
concerning God have taken on different languages and various
terminologies but the question of this fundamental doctrine does
not begin with our generation. It is a question that has been
challenged from the beginning of the sin nature.

Searching the Bible, we find the answer to "the question of
God."



	


What
Is God Like? (2013)
Everything we know about the history of man tells us that men
have always, inherently worshiped God.

There has never been a question concerning if God is. But since
the original sin men have questioned who God is and what is He
like.



	


The
Interest of God (2013)
Does God love us?

And if He does, why do we go through so many trials in our
lives?

Why can't we pray to the loving God and find complete escape
from all troubles?

We may not always understand His actions any more than a child
understands his loving parents' actions, but the Bible is God's
revelation of Himself to us - and proclaims that God loves us.



	


What
About God's Wrath? (2013)
Our world is filled with people who have developed their own
ideas about whether there is or isn’t a God, and if He is, what He
must be like.

People feel free to express their own opinions about what God
must be like. Each one of those opinions is predicated upon the
belief that we choose for ourselves what is good and evil, in other
words, we get to create a god who conforms to our image, not the
other way around.

Whether people today want to accept it or not, God is
wrathful.



	


Where
Is God Today? (2013)
Where is God in the doldrums of day to day life?

Where is God in the common tasks of making a living?

Where is God in the hardships of loss and pain that we so
frequently feel?

Where is God in the unfair tragedies that happen too often in this
world?

Is God far off and unconcerned about our needs? Let's find
out.



	


The
Story of Baptist Diversity (2013)
Why are there so many groups all calling themselves Baptists? Is
this an indication of something wrong among them? Should we just
ignore the differences for the sake of unity? What causes such
diversity among them? I attempt to answer those questions here.



	


What
About Christmas (2013)
Every year people from all the world celebrate the Christmas
season. Increasingly a vocal band of atheists and non Christian
religionists object. Christians are incensed.

But the very first objections to the celebration of Christmas came,
not from atheists but the Christians themselves. Still today many
well meaning Christians dismiss, ignore or even vocally object to
celebrating Christmas.

This short book seeks to uncover the reasons for those objections
and find either justification for or against the celebration of
Christmas.
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