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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. I have
also developed my own style of preparation that seems to work well
for me to use as I preach from the pulpit. Secondly I would ask
that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, that you feel free to contact
me. My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

 








Chapter 1
First Observations:


Luke 11:1

 

 

Jesus’ disciples asked Him to teach them to pray.

 

Though the disciples would not necessarily be limited to the
twelve apostles, they would be included in the disciples and would
have been there to hear both this lesson on prayer and the Sermon
on the Mount when Jesus originally gave these instructions in
prayer.

 

What I hope to do then is explore the subject of prayer – as is
found in the writings of the Apostles.

 

They were taught to pray by the Lord.

 

What did they teach both in doctrine and by example about
prayer?

 

We will take a journey through the pages of the Epistles of the
New Testament (skipping the book of Acts because it was not written
by the Apostles but about the Apostles) and maybe we can sharpen
our own skills in prayer by what we will learn.

 

 

I. PRAYER IS MORE THAN ASKING

Phil 4:6-7

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God.

And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. (KJV)

 

When I first became a Christian John R Rice was a leading voice
among Independent Baptists.

 

Dr. Rice wrote what I consider to be one of the best books I
know on the subject of prayer. The title of it is
Prayer: Asking and Receiving.

 

But prayer is more than only asking and receiving.

 

A. I would suggest, from Philippians 4:6-7 that
prayer


	Begins in burden

	Expresses a petition or supplication

	Progresses to thanksgiving based on the confidence that
God will answer and

	Ends in peaceful worship and adoration of the Giver:
God



 

B. Jesus’ response to the request “teach us to pray”
yielded the following elements of prayer

 

1. Praise: Our Father which art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven

 

2. Petition: Give this day our
daily bread

 

3. Confession: And forgive us our
sins as we forgive everyone that is indebted to
us

 

4. Protection: Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil

 

Two key principles that are often over looked the Lord’s model
prayer is


	That the focus in not on me but “us.”

	That the model prayer only sets us up so we can ask for
the “bread” to meet the spiritual needs of others.



 

My second observation

II. APOSTOLIC PRAYING CONSIDERED THE NATURE OF OUR
HEAVENLY FATHER IN THEIR PRAYER

 

I have, at least to this point, not been too interested in
studying and preaching the Old Testament Hebrew names of God


	Jehovah Jireh; The Lord will provide

	Jehovah Shalom; The Lord is peace

	Jehovah Nissi; The Lord is my banner

	Jehovah Shammah; The Lord is there

	Jehovah Tsebaoth; The Lord of hosts

	Jehovah Elohe Israel; The Lord God of
Israel

	Jehovah Netsah; The Lord of strength



 

However, there is a New Testament correlation that can be found
in prayer….

 

A. Jesus taught the Apostles to pray
“Our Father which art in heaven…”

 

But that is not supposed to be some vain repetition; it is to
have meaning and purpose.

 

While the Apostles prayers did address God as Father,

B. They never said only “Our
Father”

 

For instance:

"the Father of mercies" (2 Cor.
1:3)

"the Father of glory" (Eph. 1:17)

"the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Eph. 3:14)

“the Father of spirits” (Heb 12:9)

“the Father of lights” (James
1:17)

 


	Nothing will warm your heart more than realizing that
you are addressing your Father.

	Nothing will encourage your prayers more than to
remember He is your Father and



Nothing will spur your mind to thoughtfulness in
prayer if, as a part of your prayer, your determine what title
should be attached to your Father’s name

 

C. Can you imagine with me

1. You are in a time of great
distress. 

You do not know where to turn. You have no idea how to fix the
trouble you are in.

 

So you approach your Heavenly Father, thinking first how He


	Knows the end from the beginning

	Created you according to His master plan

	Sees everything and hears your prayers



 

So instead of just praying the ritual words “Our
Father” now you bow before Him and call out to
“My wise and loving Father”

 

2. You have become convicted of sin

The guilt of it is overbearing

You feel so unworthy of your salvation

 

And instead of just praying “Heavenly
Father” you take the time to remember that the Bible
says He is the “Father of mercies”

And this time you pray to “My merciful
Father…”

 

In fact

3. I would suggest that we can apply each of the Old
Testament Hebrew names to our New Testament Father

 


	Our Father of provision

	Our Father of peace

	Our Father of protection

	Our Father of comfort

	Our Father of power (influence)

	Our personal Father

	Our Father of strength and might



 

He is exactly what we need for every burden and prayer request
we have.

 

Thirdly tonight let me give you

III. SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF APOSTOLIC
PRAYER

 

Three things might be said of each example of Apostolic prayer
we have in the Word of God

 

A. Their prayers were fervent

Rom 15:30

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me;
(KJV)

 

To be fervent in prayer, I don’t think, has much to do with


	Your energy level in prayer

	How fast you speak in prayer

	How loud you become in prayer



 

It has to do with your burden in prayer.

 

Paul encouraged those who prayed to pray interested and
passionate about the subject for which they were praying.

 


	Nothing cold

	Nothing formal

	Nothing repeated



 

But


	Earnest,

	Fervent,

	Passionate,

	Burdened



Beseeching of God in prayer.

 

In order for me to strive together with Paul in prayer, I have
to take ownership of the prayer request.

 

I have to make it personal.

 

B. Their prayers were definite

Rom 15:30-32

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me;

That I may be delivered from them that do not
believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem
may be accepted of the saints;

That I may come unto you with joy by the will of
God, and may with you be refreshed. (KJV)

 

 

Whether they were


	Addressing the name of God

	Offering praise to God or

	Asking a request of God and, while I do not
know of an instance in the Bible where they did it

	Confessing their sins to God



 

There prayers are


	Definite

	Focused and

	Sharp



 

One preacher said, “There is neither moralizing nor uttering of
pious platitudes, but a spreading before God of certain needs and a
simple asking for the supply of them.”[1]

 

C. Their prayers were spiritual in nature

Eph 1:15-19

Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,

Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of
you in my prayers;

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him:

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened;
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
saints,

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to
us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, (KJV)

 

You do not find them praying for any temporal needs.

 


	They did not pray for people to get better
jobs

	They did not pray for people to have relaxing
vacations

	They did not pray for people to have an easy
life



 

They prayed for things that mattered eternally and that affected
the spirit, not so much the body.

 

I do not know that it is necessarily wrong to pray for the
physical needs of others and ourselves.

 

But I do imagine that the way to improve burden and fervency in
prayer is to pray for things we are convinced will change eternity
and not just a few years.

 

And it is with that thought in mind that I want to begin this
series of messages by studying with you the burden that can be
found in each of the Epistles.

 

What I mean to do is to find those things that the Apostles
would have prayed for people for.

 

And by the grace of God, make those the very things that I spend
my time praying for you.

 

 

 



[1] A.W. Pink, A Guide to Fervent
Prayer










Chapter 2
THE BOOK OF ROMANS


Salvation

Romans 1:8-12

 

 
Apostle Paul was not with the disciples when they asked the Lord
to teach them to pray…

 

But he does say

Gal 1:11-18

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which
was preached of me is not after man.

For I neither received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in
the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church
of God, and wasted it:

And profited in the Jews' religion above many my
equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the
traditions of my fathers.

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother's womb, and called me by his grace,

To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him
among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and
blood:

Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were
apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto
Damascus.

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see
Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. (KJV)

 

I take that to mean that the Apostle Paul was personally trained
by the Lord Jesus Christ for those three years.

 

I find the word prayer, in one of its forms found five times in
the book of Romans

 

Rom 8:26

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities:
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered. (KJV)

 

This is the premise of this whole series.

We don’t know what we ought to pray for.

 

I find comfort knowing that the Holy Spirit also prays for me
and for the things that concerns me

 

But I also want to learn to pray for the things I ought to pray
as much as is possible.

 

Rom 12:12

Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation;
continuing instant in prayer; (KJV)

 

This is part of Paul’s description of the Christian who is using
his spiritual gifts.

 

Paul says that the Christian who is submitted to the Holy Spirit
continues instant in prayer

 

Rom 15:30

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me;
(KJV)

 

Paul gives us a hint at the type of prayer that is effectual in
his plea that Christians pray for him.

 

He wanted them to strive in prayer.

 

Rom 1:9

For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit
in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of
you always in my prayers; (KJV)

 

Here we learning something about the prayer life of Paul.

 


	He never quit praying for these people.

	He never gave up on the requests he had to God for
them

	He would not cease to pray for them



 

Every time he prayed, they were included in his prayers

 

Rom 10:1

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is, that they might be saved. (KJV)

 

This verse, I believe, is the heart of the book of Romans.

 

At it is the focus of what I want to preach on tonight.

 

Paul said in Romans 1:9-11

For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit
in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of
you always in my prayers;

Making request, if by any means now at length I
might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto
you.

For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you
some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be
established; (KJV)

 

Paul said the reason he prayed for them is so that he could come
to them and “…impart unto you some spiritual gift, to
the end ye may be established”

 


	That’s my desire

	That is my burden



 

I want to give you something through this series that will help
to establish us in our faith.

 

And I am of the opinion that the thing Paul wanted to impart to
them concerned salvation

 

He said it was his heart’s desire and prayer to God
for Israel…

 

I see two prayer burdens then in Paul..

 

1. That people might be saved

2. That Christians would be established in the doctrines
surrounding salvation.

 

The book of Romans is, in fact, all about salvation.

 

I believe Paul prayed that he could get to Rome to teach them
and establish them concerning the doctrines of salvation.

 

Listen,


	Very few things would be better for us

	Very few things would strengthen our relationship with
the Lord

	Very few things would change our lives



 

More than having a better grasp of salvation.

 

Wouldn’t that be something worth praying for people about?

 

Wouldn’t it be worthwhile, when you pray for Christians that you
pray they would become established and grounded and understand the
wonder of being saved?

 

I find seven major doctrinal points concerning salvation in the
book of Romans

 

I can’t do any of them justice tonight, but my prayer is that by
bringing them to the surface we might be better educated in how to
pray for people when we pray that they would understand
salvation….

 

We are

I. SAVED FROM TERRIBLE SIN

Chapters 1-3

 

A. I find first the wickedness of our sin throughout
these chapters

 

Rom 1:21-31

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him
not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.

Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools,

And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creeping things.

Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own
bodies between themselves:

Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is
blessed for ever. Amen.

For this cause God gave them up unto vile
affections: for even their women did change the natural use into
that which is against nature:

And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men
working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet.

And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those
things which are not convenient;

Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder,
debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents,

Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: (KJV)

 

 

Rom 3:10-18

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not
one:

There is none that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God.

They are all gone out of the way, they are together
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not
one.

Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their
lips:

Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness:

Their feet are swift to shed
blood:

Destruction and misery are in their
ways:

And the way of peace have they not
known:

There is no fear of God before their
eyes.  (KJV)

 

B. We have no excuse for our sin

Rom 1:19-20

Because that which may be known of God is manifest
in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.

For the invisible things of him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse: (KJV)

 

Rom 2:1

Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever
thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same
things. (KJV)

 

Rom 3:19

Now we know that what things soever the law saith,
it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God. (KJV)

 

And because we are without excuse

C. God has great wrath for our sin

Rom 1:18

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness; (KJV)

 

Rom 2:2

But we are sure that the judgment of God is
according to truth against them which commit such
things. (KJV)

 

Rom 2:8-9

But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and
wrath,

Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the
Gentile; (KJV)

 

Rom 3:19

Now we know that what things soever the law saith,
it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God. (KJV)

 

The fact that God would save us


	Who are so guilty of sin

	Whose sin is so wicked and

	Who face God’s wrath



 

Is such a truth that if we ever got hold of it, we could never
be sad again.

 

We were about to suffer the most horrible thing possible


	We were guilty

	We deserved it and

	We were caught



But God saved us from it!

 

We are

II. SAVED COMPLETELY BY FAITH

Chapter 4

 

Rom 4:3

For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God,
and it was counted unto him for righteousness.
(KJV)

 

Rom 4:23-24

Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it
was imputed to him;

But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we
believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead; (KJV)

 

We don’t have to do anything to be saved but to believe the
Lord.

 

This is fantastic.

 

I could not be good enough.

 

But I don’t have to be.

I only have to believe on Him that raised up Jesus …from the
dead.

 

We are

III. SAVED THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

Chapters 5-6

 

Rom 5:1

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)

 

Rom 5:8

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
(KJV)

 

Rom 6:23

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(KJV)

 

The reason I don’t have to work out my own salvation is because
Jesus worked it out for me.

 

Salvation is simply hiding from the wrath of God in Jesus
Christ.

 

That wrath is coming.

There is not a man alive who can stop it, even though Antichrist
will try.

 

But those who have come to Jesus Christ for protection, are
saved.

 

We are

IV. SAVED AND JUSTIFIED

Chapters 7-8

 

Rom 7:24-25

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death?

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then
with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the
law of sin.

 

Rom 8:1-2

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
(KJV)

 

As far as God is concerned I am not just a sinner who has slid
by the judgment of God, hanging on the shirt tails of Jesus….

 

God sees me, when I come to Christ, as being as righteous as
Jesus Christ.

 

He will never remember my sins

He will never bring them up again

 

We are

V. SAVED AND GIVEN A BURDEN FOR OTHERS

Chapters 9-10

 

Rom 9:1-3

I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience
also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,

That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in
my heart.

For I could wish that myself were accursed from
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the
flesh: (KJV)

 

Rom 10:1

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is, that they might be saved. (KJV)

 

Rom 10:13-14

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.

How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher? (KJV)

 

Someone who is born again has a instinctual desire for others to
be born again.

 

And he knows that the only way for them to be born again is for
someone to preach the truth to them.

 

We are

VI. SAVED AND GIVEN SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Chapter 12

 

Rom 12:6-8

Having then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to
the proportion of faith;

Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he
that teacheth, on teaching;

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that
giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.
(KJV)

 

These spiritual gifts

 


	Change us from the sort of person we were
before

	Enable us to do the good works God has created us for
and

	Empower us to serve as a useful member of a local
church



 

We are

VII. SAVED TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE

Chapters 13-15

 


	Chapter 13 speaks of submitting to the powers God
places over us

	Chapter 14 speaks of not getting into doubtful
disputations

	Chapter 15 speaks of bearing the infirmities of the
weak and



 

None of that is natural for an unsaved man.

 

Conclusion

I can hear Paul praying right now…..

 

I can hear him kneeling before his Heavenly Father


	Praying that these Christians would receive this
spiritual gift

	Praying that they would be established in their
faith

	Praying that they would grab hold of the wonders of
being saved



 

That is something you can get on your knees and get fervent in
prayer about!

 










Chapter 3 1
and 2 Corinthians


Do No Evil

2 Corinthians 13:1-7

 

 

While Paul did mention prayer 12 times in 1 and 2
Corinthians,

2 Corinthians 13:7 is the only passage that really speaks of
Paul’s own prayer for the believers in Corinth.

 

He said

2 Cor 13:7

Now I pray to God that ye do no evil;
….. (KJV)

 

The word evil means “worthless or bad.”

We might also say it means wrong….

 

It is not the same as wicked, wicked being the more sinister of
the words.

 

A child, for instance might throw a glass of juice on the floor
because it is funny to watch mom pick it up and put it back on
their high chair.

 

That is not wicked, but it is wrong.

 

It would be proper to call it evil, but it is not wicked.

 

On the other hand, if the child gets angry because he is not
getting his way and picks up and same glass and throws it on the
floor in a tantrum…

 

That is worse than wrong, it is rebellion and that is
wicked.

 

Paul mentioned only one prayer concern for the Christians at
Corinth, “… that ye do no evil; …..
(KJV)

 

And it is no wonder that this would be the emphasis of his
prayers for Corinth.

 

This was a church that was riddled with wrong-doing.

 

I can see at least three areas of evil this church needed to
turn from….

 

There was evil

I. DOCTRINALLY

 

I can think right off the bat of three doctrinal problems Paul
addressed to this church

 

 

A. They were wrong on the Lord’s Supper

1 Cor 11:20-30

When ye come together therefore into one place, this
is not to eat the Lord's supper.

For in eating every one taketh before other his own
supper: and one is hungry, and another is
drunken.

What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or
despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? What
shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you
not.

For I have received of the Lord that which also I
delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he
was betrayed took bread:

And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said,
Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance of me.

After the same manner also he took the cup, when he
had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of
me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.

Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink
this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and
blood of the Lord.

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of that cup.

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth
and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's
body.

For this cause many are weak and sickly among you,
and many sleep. (KJV)

 

There is nothing wrong with having a dinner along with the
Lord’s Supper, by the way.

 

But there is something wrong with Christians getting together to
eat and one gets to eat better than another.

 

Paul said that these Christian were so abusing the Lord’s Supper
that


	Many of them had become weak and sickly
and

	Many others “sleep” that means they had
died..



 

B. They were wrong on sign gifts of the
Spirit.

1 Cor 12:1-2

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would
not have you ignorant.

Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto
these dumb idols, even as ye were led.

Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man
speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.
 (KJV)

 

If a person thinks those verses through, Paul actually accuses
them of calling Jesus accursed through whatever spirit they spoke
through….

 

Certainly not the Holy Spirit

 

Paul said concerning these spiritual gifts

1 Cor 13:9-11

For we know in part, and we prophesy in
part.

But when that which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be done away.

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood
as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put
away childish things. (KJV)

 


	These sign gifts all had a purpose

	But that purpose was temporary and



Once that purpose was fulfilled, these gifts would be “put away”
by the Lord.

 

And

C. They were wrong on the resurrection and Lord’s
return

1 Cor 15:12-19

Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the
dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the
dead?

But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
Christ not risen:

And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain.

Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God;
because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.

For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ
raised:

And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye
are yet in your sins.

Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished.

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are
of all men most miserable. (KJV)

 

Bro Beaty heard a man preach a few weeks ago at the missions
conference.

 

The man said we should not break fellowship over differing views
concerning eschatology; especially the doctrine of when the Rapture
happens.

 

There are quite a few independent Baptists that have accepted
the Charismatic teaching that the rapture happens in the middle of
the Tribulation.

 

I am thrilled with Bro Beaty; who went to the man afterwards and
had a conversation with him.

 

Whether Bro Beaty was able to correct him or not, at least he
let this guy know that doctrine is important…..

 

Let me just tell you, our doctrine is no small issue..

1 Tim 4:13

Till I come, give attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine. (KJV)

 


	That’s why I try to keep us strictly in the Bible
and

	That is why I try to teach doctrinal
messages



 

We shouldn’t pick our church

Based on


	Which one has the best music
opportunities

	Which one has the most youth activities
even

	Which one has the friendliest people



 

You might say that one church’s doctrine might be a little
different, but the church is good enough not to worry about it.

 

Remember, the word evil doesn’t have to mean wicked – it just
means bad, wrong.

 

False doctrine does not have to be wicked to be bad and
wrong.

 

So Paul prayed that the Corinthian believer would do no evil;
that they would cling to right doctrine.

 

There was evil

II. MORALLY

 

There are at least three types of moral problems I find in the
church at Corinth

 

A. There were divisions and contentions among the
members

1 Cor 1:10-11

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be
no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment.

For it hath been declared unto me of you, my
brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are
contentions among you. (KJV)

 

That was part of the problem with the Lord’s Supper. These
people in the church had divided into cliques and the cliques were
fighting one another.

 


	People were being treated as if they were not
needed

	People were being snuffed



 

B. They were overlooking a sexual sin in the
church

1 Cor 5:1-2

It is reported commonly that there is fornication
among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among
the Gentiles, that one should have his father's
wife.

And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned,
that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among
you. (KJV)

 

We are all sinners and

We are all in need of the grace of God.

 

I am glad for His grace

 

But this church was allowing terrible sin to go on in the church
as if it were completely all right to do.

 

C. They were fellowshipping with idols

2 Cor 6:14-18

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers:
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness?

And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what
part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people.

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you,

And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
(KJV)

 

There was no separation from the world

There was no separation from sin

 

These Christians were beginning to live as worldly and as
immorally as the lost people in their city did.

 

Paul prayed to God for them that they would
“do no evil.”

 

That they would come out from among the people of the world and
be separate unto God.

 

Lastly, there was evil

III. PASTORALLY

I find two things in 1 and 2 Corinthians

 

First

A. There was the divisions about who had baptized
them

1 Cor 1:12-17

Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of
Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of
Christ.

Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus
and Gaius;

Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own
name.

And I baptized also the household of Stephanas:
besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should
be made of none effect. (KJV)

 

They were in effect worshiping various preachers, elevating one
pastor over another

 

And it is this spirit, I think that leads to the other
problem

B. They questioned Paul’s authority

2 Cor 3:1-3

Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we,
as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of
commendation from you?

Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and
read of all men:

Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the
epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy
tables of the heart. (KJV)

 

The problem led to all sorts of issues

 


	They said that he was powerful in his letters, but
would not be forceful when he was there

	They said that he was not a true apostle

	They said he did not have the same gifts as some of
their preachers in town



 

Paul spends more time “defending” his authority in 1 and 2
Corinthians than in any other books he wrote.

 

These people did “evil” in their treatment of Paul.

 

Conclusion:

So Paul’s request for this church was

2 Cor 13:7

Now I pray to God that ye do no evil;
….. (KJV)

 

And I am telling you tonight, it would be very well worthwhile
for us to pray  one for another “that ye do no evil….”

 

Not in the sense that we are doing wickedly, but that we would
do right, not wrong.

 

That we would make right choices

 

 

 



[1] Romans 8:26










Chapter 4
Ephesians


A SPIRIT OF
WISDOM

Ephesians 1:15-23

 

 

Paul's prayer for the Ephesians here is that they would have
“the spirit of wisdom”

 

Eph 1:16-18

Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of
you in my prayers;

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him:

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened;
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
(KJV)

 

I like the phrase, “The eyes of your understanding
being enlightened…”

 

The word understanding means deep
thoughts.

Enlightened means to shed
rays

 

I am picturing a deep, dark tunnel; inside there could be all
sorts of treasures:


	Gold

	Silver

	Diamonds



 

We stand outside of the tunnel, squinting to see inside, but
it’s no use….

 

It is just too dark.

 

We can’t see anything unless we have some light.

 

The darkness of the tunnel is so vast that even with a
flashlight, even with multiple lights, we can still only see
portions of what exists inside.

 

It is as if the Lord pictures our minds, our understanding of
spiritual truths like that deep, dark tunnel.

 

Inside God has placed treasures beyond our imagination.

 

But you know how your head is – it’s sometimes pretty hard to
see what’s inside there!

 

Paul said, “I am praying that you’ll get some light down into
your deep thoughts, so you can see what God has placed down
there.”

 

And then he mentions specifically three things he prays we can
come to understand…..

I. THE HOPE OF HIS CALLING

 

The word hope means
expectation

The word calling means
invitation

 

This could be paraphrased, the certainty of His
salvation.

 

A. I love the thought that salvation is an invitation
from God to you and me.

 

The word invitation convey with it both


	Friendly and

	Formal



Connotations doesn’t it?

 

1. It is friendly in the since that no one ever gets an
invitation unless someone knows them….

 

Those in invited to


	Birthdays

	Weddings

	Graduations and

	Anniversaries



Are family and friends

 

Even if it is a big event like an invitation to the White House;
you don’t get the invitation without someone knowing you.

 

God calls us invites us to salvation; declaring He knows us and
is welcoming us to Himself.

 

But

2. Invitations are also formal.

It’s not like just dropping in.

 

Someone took the time to


	Put together a list

	Plan a special time and

	Program a certain agenda



 

Just because you got an invitation to be saved, doesn’t mean you
are saved.

 


	You have to accept the invitation and

	You have to come to Christ and

	You have to come appropriately
(believing)



Matt 22:11-13

And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw
there a man which had not on a wedding garment:

And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in
hither not having a wedding garment? And he was
speechless.

Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand
and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness;
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
(KJV)

 

B. The Bible word hope is one that can be studied nearly
eternally.

 


	It carries with it the certainty of our salvation
and

	It carries with it the security of our
salvation



 

We have a rightful expectation that we are
saved


	Because it is a work done by Christ and not by ourselves



We have a rightful hope (expectation) that we are
saved


	Because it is promised by God who cannot lie



 

So Paul prayed that the Lord would shed some rays of light into
the deep thoughts about the hope of God’s calling

 

And he prayed that God would shine some rays into the cavern
of

II. THE RICHES OF THE GLORY OF HIS
INHERITANCE

 


	Riches simply means
wealth

	The glory of His inheritance needs to be taken
as one concept. It means the apparent
possession.



 

It is not just that we have an inheritance, but that it is
apparent, it is visible, it is
obvious.

 

Illustration

All of us have heard stories like the one that Charles Spurgeon
told of the widow woman who lived in squalor.

 

She called Pastor Spurgeon to her home one night and, framed on
her tarpaper shack walls, was a signed check from her late husband
worth millions of dollars.

 

She saw it as the last connection she had with him and had never
cashed it.[1]

 

That’s the difference between


	An inheritance and

	The glory of the inheritance



 

One is realized, the other is not.

 

Paul prayed that the saints would get a little glimpse of the
glory of God’s inheritance, in the saints.

 

When we begin to look deep down into the cavern of Bible truth
and see what God has laid up for us in heaven

 

It will make the riches of this world seem like dust and
trash.

 

Paul said he prayed thirdly that some of those rays of light
would shine down into

III. THE EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER

 

Borrowing from Albert Barnes[2] he said


	There was power exerted in our
conversion.

	There would be power exerted in keeping
us.

	There would be power in raising us up from the dead,
and exalting us with Christ to heaven



 

“The greatness of his power to us-ward, who
believe”

 

God’s greatness is far different than our own.

 


	Great men make horrible mistakes

	Great movements of men dwindle and give way to other
movements

	Great events in history get forgotten or misinterpreted
over time



 

But the force of God in our lives


	Never dwindles

	Never dies and is

	Never corrupted.



 

It is a power that works in the believer even when the
unbeliever and the skeptic refuse to see it.

 

And it is a power that brings confidence and joy in the most
difficult to circumstances.

 

Conclusion

Studying for this message my first impulse was to try to tell
you what is


	The hope of His Calling

	The riches of the glory of His inheritance
and

	The greatness of His power to us-ward



 

But the fact is, Paul didn’t even give us that.

 

If anyone could have explained those things to the believers at
Ephesus, it would have been him.

 

He didn’t throw a torch into the recesses of their “deep
thoughts” so they could once and for all understand these
things.

 

Instead he prayed that God would shine a ray of light into each
of these tunnels of deep thought and as we see that glimmer of
treasure and dig in to explore it, God shines another ray of light
down deeper into these truths.

 

So that we spend the rest of our lives digging deeper and deeper
into the tunnels of understanding of


	The hope of His Calling

	The riches of the glory of His inheritance
and

	The greatness of His power to us-ward



 



[1] I don’t recall the exact details of
the story so this is as close as I can remember to how the story
went.

[2] E-Sword 7.8.5, Albert Barnes'
Notes on the Bible,  Albert Barnes (1798-1870)










Chapter 5
Philippians


 SINCERITY

Philippians 1:3-11

 

 

The church at Philippi was the very first church to be planted
in the Western World. It was only birthed after much prayer and
struggle.

 

Paul has wanted to turn east and take the Gospel into Asia but
the Spirit of God would not allow him to do that.

 

So Paul and his company waited on the Lord until Paul dreamed of
a man in Macedonia begging to come and help them.

 

Paul accepted that as the call of God to head west and the
church in Philippi was planted.

 


	Paul says nothing negative in this book

	Paul does not say one thing in defense of his ministry
– these people were not attacking him and then

	Paul commends them for their sacrificial offerings to
meet his needs



 

Did you see that Paul began this topic on prayer with the
words;

Phil 1:3

I thank my God upon every remembrance of
you, (KJV)

 

There are people in your lives that you ought to thank God
for.


	Some of them have encouraged you

	Some of them have supported you

	Some of them have believed in you

	Some of them have instructed you

	Some of them have challenged you

	Some of them have forgiven you

	Some of them have loved you



 

Then Paul gets down to telling the Philippians the things he
prayed for them….

 

I want to show you three things in verses 9-10; all of which it
seems to me have to do with the sincerity of their
testimony.

 

He prayed for them concerning

I. HOW THEY RELATED TO OTHERS AROUND THEM

Phil 1:9

And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more
and more in knowledge and in all judgment; (KJV)

 

Do we need to be reminded tonight of God’s commands to the child
of God to love?

 


	Love toward God

	Love toward one another

	Love toward absent Christians

	Love to the world



 

Jesus said that in the last days, “the love of many
shall wax cold.”[1]

 

And in the light of that Paul prayed for these Christians that
their love would abound more and more.

 

Not just


	That we love but

	That our love would abound



 

And not just


	That our love would abound but

	That our love would abound more and more



 

Peter told the believers,

1 Pet 4:8

And above all things have fervent charity among
yourselves: (KJV)

 

The word fervent means hot or
boiling

 

And it traces to a root that means with
intent.

I would call that “sincere” love.

 

And that is something worth praying for others about.

 


	Pray that they have a growing and sincere love for
God

	Pray that they have a growing and sincere love for
others

	Pray that they have a growing and sincere love for lost
souls



 

Paul told the Philippians

I am praying that your love would abound more and
more in knowledge and in all judgment

 

There are appropriate and inappropriate ways to express
love.

 

And it takes both knowledge and judgment to know grow in the
fervency of love and be appropriate about it.

 


	Charismatic churches often express their love toward
God inappropriately

	Pastors have gotten into trouble morally because they
were not wise in expressing love for some in their
church



 

Our love ought to grow ought to be on fire out to abound more
and more

 

But it ought to happen properly.

 

So Paul told the Philippians

I am praying that your love would abound more and
more in knowledge and in all judgment

 

Jesus said  John 13:35

By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,
if ye have love one to another. (KJV)

 

This world is watching how we Christians love so it would be a
very good thing that we would pray one for another that we would
abound more and more in love and that we would do it rightly.

 

Then he said he prayed for them concerning

II. HOW THEY RELATED TO THE WORLD AROUND
THEM

Phil 1:10

That ye may approve things that are excellent;
… (KJV)

 

I love the King James Version of the Bible.


	I believe it is infallible.

	I believe that every word is exactly the word God
intended to be there



 

But having said that God intends for us to be students of His
Word and that includes studying the meaning of words.

 

A. Paul said that he prayed the Philippians
would

“Approve things that are
excellent”

 


	It means to test things

	It means to judge things

	It means to only put our stamp of approval on things
that have examined and found to surpass worldly
quality



 

Christians, for the most part, are failing miserably in this
testimony.

 

It seems like some of the most gullible people in all the world
are Christians.

 

And the world plays games with us because of it.

 


	We seldom research out facts – we just believe whatever
we are told

	We spread gossip about one another, or about something
in the world – just because it appears to promote our Christians
views



 


	We tend to ignore evils we find in our spiritual or
political heroes and

	We tend to amplify the faults of those who we believe
to hate the Lord.



 

We ought to be some of the best thinkers and students in all of
the world.

 

We ought to think critically, which does not mean to be
negative, but it means that we check things out.

 


	We check out sources

	We check out doctrines

	We check out ideas

	We check out sermons

	We check out songs



 

We are not looking to slam them.

We are looking for truth. We are looking for that which is
excellent.

 

And that is what we put our name on.

 

By the way, approving things that are excellent means

B. We don’t approve those things that are
not

If a person begins to study, research and learn, he is going to
find out that not all that is called Christian is of God.

 


	There are some churches that aren’t really
churches

	There are some doctrines that are not in the
Bible

	There are some things that Christians should not be
part of



 


	Some of them spiritual

	Some of them secular



And those who are around us are watching to see what we do
concerning them

 

You see how all of this has to do with our testimony?

The world is watching to see if we love

The world is watching to see if we will approve only of that
which is excellent

 

Finally he said he prayed for them concerning

III. HOW THOSE AROUND RELATED TO THEM

Phil 1:10

… that ye may be sincere and without offence till
the day of Christ; (KJV)

 

The word sincere means,


	“judged by sunlight”

	“tested and found genuine”

	Pure



 

The term “without offense” means


	“Actively inoffensive”

	“Not leading into sin”



 

Have you ever taken a glass of water and put it up to the light
only to find out their all kinds of things floating in there?

 

Illustration

When we lived in Astoria every couple of years of so the paper
would put out a report about our city water.


	It came from a reservoir out in Swenson
and

	It used a sand filtration system



 

Once in a while the water would get these little fresh water
transparent shrimp in them.

 

They would be dead because of the chlorine added between the
reservoir and the tap, and they are so little you would not know
they were there when you were drinking them

 

But you put your glass up to the light and they were in
there!

 

The water company would assure us that they were harmless to us
and one time I even heard the guy say “They are sort of cute if you
look at them.”

 

But I guarantee you, I didn’t want to drink the water any
more!

 

Paul prayed that these Christians’ testimony would be so
“actively inoffensive” that the world around them could put them up
to the light and find nothing distasteful there.

 

Conclusion

Romans 8:26

….. we know not what we should pray for as we ought:
…. (KJV)

 

I want to pray for the things I ought to pray for, don’t
you?

 

I want my prayer life to be dynamic, effective, fervent.

 


	I want to believe in what I am praying
for.

	I want to be confident when I am praying that I am
praying for things that matter to the Lord



 

And it seems to me that one of the best ways for me to do that
would be to pray for the same sort of things the Apostles prayed
for

 


	That souls would be saved and Christians embrace the
truths around salvation

	That believers would be separate from the evils of this
world

	That the saints would understand the dark wonders of
being a child of God and

	That the testimony of God’s people would be
pure

	In how they relate to others,

	In how they relate to the world and

	In how the world relates to them







 

 

 



[1] Matthew 24:12










Chapter 6 1
and 2 Thessalonians


SANCTIFICATION

1Thessalonians 3:9-13

For what thanks can we render to God again for you,
for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our
God;

Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see
your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your
faith?

Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus
Christ, direct our way unto you.

And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love
one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward
you:

To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable
in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ with all his saints. (KJV)

 

 

 

For years and years now I have felt like too much of what I see
in Christianity is


	Shallow,

	“Surfacey” and

	Self-centered.



 

And I think it is often expressed in our prayer life.

 

For one thing

       There is very
little prayer in the lives of many Christians

Secondly

       Much of the praying
we do is not much more than “thank you for the food” type
praying

And then

       When we do go
beyond that, we do not often get deeper in prayer than
just

       “Lord I pray for”
or

       “Lord please
bless”

Type of praying.

 

That brought me to try to dig into the prayers of the Apostles
and see if I could not come up with some general subjects of prayer
that they requested on behalf of others.

 

They Apostles had asked the Lord to teach them to pray and He
had answered that prayer.

 

We should be able to take a cue from them and make our prayer
lives more dynamic and spirit filled.

 

We have seen so far

       In Romans -Pray for
others around salvation,

       Both that souls
would be saved and

       That Christians
would grasp the wonders of their salvation

       In 1 and 2
Corinthians- Pray for others about  separation;

       That the saints
would keep themselves from evil and

       In Ephesians - Pray
for the saints to have a spirit of wisdom

       In Philippians -
Pray for a genuine  sincerity among the saints

 

 

Paul’s burden of prayer in 1 and 2 Thessalonians appears to me
to be that the saints there be sanctified.

 

I. THE REQUIREMENT OF SANCTIFICATION

Paul prayed to see their faces and perfect that which was
lacking in their faith.

 

1Thes 3:10

Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see
your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your
faith? (KJV)

 

Remember that this is a church that the Apostle Paul was only
able to stay with a very short time.

 

Acts 17:1-10

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the
Jews:

And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and
three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the
scriptures,

Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have
suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom
I preach unto you, is Christ.

And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul
and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the
chief women not a few.

But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy,
took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered
a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the
house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the
people.

And when they found them not, they drew Jason and
certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that
have turned the world upside down are come hither
also;

Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary
to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one
Jesus.

And they troubled the people and the rulers of the
city, when they heard these things.

And when they had taken security of Jason, and of
the other, they let them go.

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and
Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the
synagogue of the Jews. (KJV)

 

There are some students of the Bible who suggest that Paul may
have stayed in Thessalonica up to three months before being forced
out of town (saying he was only able to speak at the synagogue
three Sabbaths) but it is possible that his stay could have been as
little as 15 days.

 

And while God’s Holy Spirit had moved and there were believers
won to Christ in that period of time – they obviously were not well
grounded in such a short period of time.

 

We know this church faced terrible persecution and that

A. They had misunderstood the Tribulation Period,
believing that maybe they were already in it.

 

B. There were some believers in the church that had
apparently quit working, waiting for Jesus to come and
rapture them at any moment.

 

And

C. There were some questions with some of them regarding
what happens to those who Christians who had died (maybe
from the persecutions)

 

These are all things Paul addresses in 1 and 2 Thessalonians and
all things I am sure he prayed he could deal with in more depth
when he was able to see them in the face.

 

But it seems to me that all of these issues are secondary to the
one thing that is repeated over and again in both of the books…

 

II. REALM OF SANCTIFICATION

Paul prayed that God would sanctify them wholly

 

1Thes 5:23

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

The word sanctify means “to make
holy.”

 

A. It is the complimentary doctrine to the doctrine of
separation we found in 1 and 2 Corinthians.

 

Remember in 2 Corinthians 13:7

Now I pray to God that ye do no evil;
….. (KJV)

 

In Corinthians Paul was praying that the believers would turn
from the things of this world.

       Turn from
sin

       Turn from
idols

       Turn from the
fellowship of this world

       Turn from
worldliness

 

In 1 and 2 Thessalonians he is praying that the believers will
turn to God

 

In fact he expresses that the Thessalonians believers had
already done so in

1Thes 1:9

For they themselves shew of us what manner of
entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God; (KJV)

 

       Turning from idols
is separation

       Turning to God is
sanctification

 

Notice

B. Paul prayed that it be a whole
sanctification

1Thes 5:23

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

Paul wanted more than that the believers would be “nominal” in
their faith.

 

He wanted to see every part of their life dedicated to the
Lord

       That their spirit
would be born again and in tune with the Lord

       That their soul
would submit to what

       God
thinks

       God wills
and

       God loves
and

       That their bodies
would be presented living sacrifices unto God

 

We ought to be praying for one another not so much to have a
good life and to have no problems

 

But

       That we would all
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ

       That we would all
be

       More
dedicated

       More
sanctified,

       More holy
and

       More godly day
after day

       That we would be
heavenly minded

       That we would be
obedient to the Bible

 

Finally

III. THE RESULTS OF SANCTIFICATION

Paul prayed that God woul fulfill all His good pleasure in
them

 

II Th 1:11-12

Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good
pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with
power:

That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be
glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

This would be the results of that sanctification.

 

A. Our life will be worthy of the salvation He has
given

We can never be worthy in our own power.

 

But

       As God begins to
sanctify us.

       As we begin to be
less like this world and more like the Lord Jesus
Christ

 

Then God stamps “worthy” on us through Christ.

 

B. Our testimony would be the fulfillment of his good
pleasure

 

You see, God wants more than that we would be a little nicer
than the lost people are.

 

God desires and Paul’s prayer is that we would fulfill all the
good things God wants and that we would do it in the goodness of
God – not our own goodness.

 

God wants total dedication to himself.

And when that happens

C. Our Saviour would be glorified in us

 

Conclusion

 

       In Romans -Pray for
others around salvation,

       Both that souls
would be saved and

       That Christians
would grasp the wonders of their salvation

       In 1 and 2
Corinthians- Pray for others about  separation;

       That the saints
would keep themselves from evil and

       In Ephesians - Pray
for the saints to have a spirit of wisdom

       That God’s people
would have light shined into the recesses of their minds to
understand

       The hope of His
calling

       The riches of the
glory of His inheritance and

       The exceeding
greatness of His power

       In Philippians -
Pray for a genuine  sincerity among the saints

       That our love would
abound more and more

       That we would
approve things that are excellent and

       They we would be
sincere and without offense until the day of Christ

       In Colossians -Pray
for Christians to be strengthened with all might

       Being filled with
the knowledge of His will and

       Walking worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing

 

And in 1 and 2 Thessalonians - Pray for the believers to be
sancitified wholly

       Spirit

       Soul
and

       Body

Dedicated to the Lord.

 

 










Chapter 7 1
and 2 Timothy


SEEING THE
BRETHREN

2 Timothy 1:3-4

I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with
pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in
my prayers night and day;

Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy
tears, that I may be filled with joy;

 

2 Timothy 4:16

At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men
forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their
charge.

 

 

In the first text Paul says he greatly desires to see
Timothy.

It is a matter of prayer for him.

 

In the second verse Paul prays that those who had left him might
not have that sin laid to their charge.

 

In both cases, Paul’s thoughts were surrounded the subject of
seeing the brethren; of having fellowship with them.

 

Let me point out

I. PAUL WANTED TO SEE THE SAINTS

 

When I got to thinking about this

A. This is a recurring theme for him all over the New
Testament

 

Look at these verses….

Rom 1:11

For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you
some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be
established; (KJV)

 

1 Cor 16:7

For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust
to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit.
(KJV)

 

Phil 1:25

And having this confidence, I know that I shall
abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of
faith; (KJV)

 

Phile 1:22

But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust
that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.
(KJV)

 

1Thes 3:10

Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see
your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your
faith? (KJV)

 

And besides these verses, there are others throughout the New
Testament where

B. Paul recommended they accept the fellowship of other
saints

 

Phil 2:25-28

Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you
Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and
fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my
wants.

For he longed after you all, and was full of
heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been
sick.

For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had
mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should
have sorrow upon sorrow.

I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when
ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less
sorrowful. (KJV)

 

Rom 16:1-2

I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a
servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:

That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints,
and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you:
for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself
also. (KJV)

 

And then there are all sorts of

C. Passages that imply Christians seeing each other
regularly

Rom 16:5-15

Likewise greet the church that is in their house.
Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia
unto Christ.

Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on
us.

Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my
fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were
in Christ before me.

Greet Amplias my beloved in the
Lord.

Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and Stachys my
beloved.

Salute Apelles approved in Christ. Salute them which
are of Aristobulus' household.

Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them that be of
the household of Narcissus, which are in the
Lord.

Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the
Lord. Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured much in the
Lord.

Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and
mine.

Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas,
Hermes, and the brethren which are with them.

Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his
sister, and Olympas, and all the saints which are with
them. (KJV)

 

The point I am trying to make is that the Bible makes it very
clear; Christians ought to see one another.

 


	We ought to enjoy each others company

	We ought to feel like we are missing something when one of us
is not around

	We ought to

	Greet one another

	hink about one another

	Pray for one another







 

My second thought tonight is

III. GOD HAS MADE IT ABUNDANTLY POSSIBLE FOR US TO SEE
ONE ANOTHER

 

That is what church is all about.

 

Rom 16:5

Likewise greet the church that is in their house.
Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia
unto Christ. (KJV)

 

Col 4:15-16

Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and
Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.

And when this epistle is read among you, cause that
it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye
likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. (KJV)

 

A. The implication of these verses is that the church is
a source of Christian fellowship.

 

When you salute the church, you salute the members of it. They
all receive the greeting because they are all there.

 

When a letter is read in the church it is as if the letter is
read by every member of the church because every member is
there.

 

B. Isn’t that what the early church did

Acts 1:14

These all continued with one accord in prayer and
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brethren. (KJV)

 

Acts 2:42

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers. (KJV)

 

Acts 2:46

And they, continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of heart, (KJV)

 

You get the impression from each of these verses that the
believers stayed together.

 

C. Remember what happened when some of the Apostles
weren’t with the rest of them in the upper room?

John 20:19-24

Then the same day at evening, being the first day of
the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst,
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his
hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the
Lord.

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are
retained.

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was
not with them when Jesus came. (KJV)

 

The Lord intends for believers to be together.

 

In our fast paced world it is easy for us to reason that we have
too much to do to spend too much time with the church.

 

D. That wasn’t the Lord’s advice

Heb 10:25

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. (KJV)

 

So for my last point and I will bring this message to a close
tonight

III. IT MAKES PERFECT SENSE FOR US TO PRAY THAT WE SEE
EACH OTHER.

 

We ought to pray that all the believers will come together when
we have church

 

We ought to pray for those we have not seen in a while and
greatly desire to see them again.

 

We ought to pray for those who have “forsaken us” as Paul did
for those who left him there in Rome.

 

It makes sense that as we pray one for another that we would
pray that we would see each other often

 


	That our fellowship would not be broken

	That we can be blessed by seeing our brothers and
sisters in the Lord and

	That we can be a blessing by seeing our brothers and
sisters in the Lord and



Especially that our brothers and sisters in the Lord would meet
us at church where God has designed Christians see each other!

 

Conclusion

Let me remind you that the whole purpose of this series is to
teach us what to pray for as we ought.

 

And with that in mind, it is very important that this be more
than just another set of lessons in church.

 

These messages need to become something we keep with us.

 

I have taken the simple outline for each message and placed it
next to my prayer list so that when I pray I can remember how to
pray for you as I ought.

 

So it is important that I continue to repeat this outline to
you

 


	In Romans –the theme of prayer is
 salvation,




	 

	Both that souls would be saved and

	That Christians would grasp the wonders of their
salvation








	In 1 and 2 Corinthians- the theme of prayer is
 separation;




	 

	That the saints would keep themselves from evil
and








	In Ephesians - the theme of prayer is a spirit of
wisdom




	 

	That God’s people would have light shined into the
recesses of their minds to understand








	 

	 

	The hope of His calling

	The riches of the glory of His inheritance
and

	The exceeding greatness of His power









	In Philippians - the theme of prayer is
 genuine  sincerity among the saints




	 

	That our love would abound more and more

	That we would approve things that are excellent
and

	They we would be sincere and without offense until the
day of Christ








	In Colossians - the theme of prayer is  Christians
to be strengthened with all might




	 

	Being filled with the knowledge of His will
and

	Walking worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing








	In 1 and 2 Thessalonians - the theme of prayer is 
the believers to be sanctified wholly




	 

	Spirit

	Soul and

	Body dedicated to the
Lord.








	In 1 and 2 Timothy – the theme of prayer is to see the
brethren in fellowship at church



 

 










Chapter 8
Philemon


SHARING THE
FAITH

Philemon 1:4-6

 

Paul says

 

I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my
prayers,

Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast
toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;

That the communication of thy faith may become
effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you
in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

 

For my first point lets answer the question….

I. WHAT IS COMMUNICATION?

 

The first thing that comes to our minds is

A. “talking.”

 

In fact one Greek word translated communication
is “logos.”

 

It just means “something said.”

 

We call the telephone company a “communication network.”

 

Communication is really more than just talking though.


	It is conveying a message

	Someone receives the message and

	That person understands the message



 

When I first read this passage I would have told you that this
is what Paul was praying about.

 

“Philemon I am praying that when you preach the Gospel, you will
be effective at it.”

 

And that would not be too wrong a concept.

 

Boy we do need to be effective in our conversations.

 


	Effective in our conversations to our
spouse

	Effective in our conversations to our
children

	Effective in our conversations to our friends and
neighbors especially

	Effective in our conversations about Jesus
Christ



 

A word closely related to communication is the word

B. Conversation

Which in the Bible doesn’t usually mean talking back and forth
but our lifestyle

 

2 Cor 1:12

For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our
conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our
conversation in the world, and more abundantly to
you-ward. (KJV)

 

The word means “to busy yourself.”

It speaks of our behaviour.

 

Our behaviour has a lot to do with whether our communication of
the faith will be effective.

 

 

The word communication can refer to

C. Giving and receiving

Gal 6:6

Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto
him that teacheth in all good things. (KJV)

 

The church at Philippi obeyed that principle….

Phil 4:14-17

Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did
communicate with my affliction.

Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning
of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church
communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye
only.

For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto
my necessity.

Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that
may abound to your account. (KJV)

 

This makes it very clear that the communication was a material
gift

Either money, or food, or clothing…. daily
necessities.

 

Which brings me to our text. Communication means

D. Sharing

The Greek word is koinonia

 

I normally don’t give the Greek word itself but this is such a
common one and so well known

 

In fact the Greek spoken in Jesus’ day was known as Koinonia –
it means the common language.

 

Koinonia means, to have in
common


	Partnership

	Participation

	Fellowship



 

That teaches us a HUGE lesson concerning soul winning….

 

Soul winning is more than giving people a lesson.

 

In order to win a soul to Christ


	Something has to pass from one to
another…..

	Something has to be in common

	Something has to be shared



 

Communicating your faith cannot be done in a moment.

 

You can give the gospel in less than 20 minutes.

 

But to pass your faith to another human being will take some
serious fellowship time!

 

Let me go to my second point

II. FAITH MUST BE COMMUNICATED

 

In other words it can’t just be taught, it must
be caught.

 

A. One of my favorite soul winning passages
is

Rom 1:16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

 

But listen to the very next verse

Vs 17  

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by
faith. (KJV)

 

The righteousness of God is revealed as one person passes on his
faith to another person….

 

I like how John Gill expresses it

“…as say some,


	from the faith of God to the faith of
men;

	from the faith of preachers to the faith of
hearers;

	from the faith of the Old to the faith of the New
Testament saints…”[1]



 

In other words

B. I have to demonstrate my faith in order to pass on my
faith

It has to be more than what I speak about.

 

It has to be a visible part of my life.

And it has to be passed on to someone who sees and identifies
with my faith.

 

 

Acts 27:20-25

And when neither sun nor stars in many days
appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should
be saved was then taken away.

But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the
midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me,
and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and
loss.

And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there
shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the
ship.

For there stood by me this night the angel of God,
whose I am, and whom I serve,

Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before
Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with
thee.

Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe
God, that it shall be even as it was told me.
(KJV)

 

Paul has several things in common with the others in the
passage

 


	A common ship

	A common storm and

	A common fate



 

And with these things in common in “fellowship” with the others
Paul was able to say, “Wherefore, sirs, be of good
cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told
me.” and they were cheered (vs 36).

 

Paul was able to communicate his faith to them because he had
something in common with them.

 

Communicating the faith is passing on the faith God has given
you to those in the same boat you are in.

 


	At work

	At home

	In sickness

	In trials

	In organizations and other gatherings we belong
to



 

This is the reason why every poll ever done shows that churches
grow,


	Not because of the pastor

	Not because of the music

	Not because of a strong soul winning
ministry



Virtually every church gets its new members from the members
inviting people they know; from the members passing their faith to
others in their same boat.

 

Let me get quickly to my last point

III. PAUL NOT ONLY PRAYED FOR IT BUT ASKED FOR PRAYERS
FOR IT

 

He phrased it differently, but he asked for the very same
thing.

 

Rom 15:30-31

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me;

That I may be delivered from them that do not
believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem
may be accepted of the saints; (KJV)

 

II Th 3:1-2

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the
Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with
you:

And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and
wicked men: for all men have not faith. (KJV)

 

Col 4:3-4

Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto
us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I
am also in bonds:

That I may make it manifest, as I ought to
speak. (KJV)

 

Eph 6:19-20

And for me, that utterance may be given unto me,
that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the
gospel,

For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein
I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

 

Paul recognized that in order for him to be able to pass his
faith on to others, he would need the prayers of others.

 

And if he could ask other to pray for him as he prayed for
Philemon; it would be wise for us to pray for each other in the
same way….

 

That we would be effective in sharing our faith with others.

 

 

 



[1] E-Sword 7.8.5, John Gill's
Exposition of the Entire Bible, Dr. John Gill (1690-1771)










Chapter 9
Hebrews


SERVICE OF THE
SAINTS

Hebrews 13:18-21

 

 

We enter into a new realm with this pasage because we have
finished the Pauline Epistles and begin the general epistles –
those not written by Paul.

 

I am of the personal opinion that Paul wrote the book of
Hebrews.

 

But he does not give his name to the book.

 

Many students of God’s Word speculate that is because it is
written to a very Jewish audience.

 

This book, and that of 1 Peter both seem to have been written to
the Jewish Christians who had become scattered around the world
because of the persecutions they faced both at the hands of the
Jews and the Romans.

 

Peter calls them,

1 Pet 1:1

…. to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, (KJV)

 

The book is after all, entitled, Hebrews.

 

Remember Paul’s reception in Jerusalem?

 

Acts 21:17-24

And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren
received us gladly.

And the day following Paul went in with us unto
James; and all the elders were present.

And when he had saluted them, he declared
particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his
ministry.

And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and
said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews
there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the
law:

And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest
all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying
that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk
after the customs.

What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come
together: for they will hear that thou art come.

Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four
men which have a vow on them;

Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at
charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may
know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee,
are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and
keepest the law. (KJV)

 

James and the elders were thankful for what God had done, but
they were also worried about how the other Jewish Christians there
in Jerusalem would react when they heard Paul was in town.

 

Anyway, the belief is that Paul did not put his name on this
book because the Jewish Christians would have had a natural
inclination to dismiss it just because it was written by Paul.

 

So, while I believe the Paul wrote it, Hebrews is not included
in the regular list of Pauline prayers.

 

It also is unique from the rest of the letters we have looked at
because the prayer of the writer, while recorded, is not
necessarily styled as a prayer, but rather as a doxology.

 

Still it is obvious this is a prayer, and it does include a
desire the apostle has for his readers.

 

I am going to say that the burden of prayer in Hebrews has to do
with The Service of the Saints.

 

The crux of his request is found in verse 21 and I have divided
it into three segments:

 

Notice first with me

I. HIS PROPOSITION

He prays that God would make us “perfect.”

 

This word is not the same one that we often define as
mature.

 

This is a word that means, to complete
thoroughly


	Restored

	Repaired or

	Adjusted



 

I am reminded of

Rom 8:27-29

And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God.

And we know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. (KJV)

 

God is in the business right now of thoroughly completing us… of
adjusting us, of remaking us, of molding and conforming us into the
image of Jesus Christ.

 

It reminds me of another passage

Eph 4:11-14

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers;

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive; (KJV)

 

God wants to make us perfect.

And the word perfect means exactly that.

 

He wants to bring us to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.

 

And frankly – anything that is necessary in our lives to bring
us to that place is good.

 

I know what we want……

 


	We want enough Christianity to make us decent
people

	We want enough faith to not be afraid of the
future

	We want enough religion to raise our kids to turn out
right



 

But that is not what God wants.

 


	God wants us to be perfect in every good
work.

	God wants us to be thoroughly complete.

	God wants us to reach the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ



 

That is at least a huge part of our disagreement with God about
what is good and what is not.

 

You know..

all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose

 

But we don’t think that all things are
good sometimes.

 

It’s because we can be content with a little Christianity

God will not settle until we are like Christ

 

So the proposition of the prayer is

I am praying that God will make you perfect, thoroughly
complete, conformed into the image of Jesus Christ.

 

I know that none of us reach that stage on this planet.

But that does not mean we should settle for anything less than
God’s standard for our lives.

 


	Don’t give up Christian

	Don’t quit growing

	Don’t settle in your spiritual life



 

God wants you perfect.

 

Notice secondly

II. HIS PURPOSE

Heb 13:21

…to do his will…

 

The Apostle prays that we will come to this place of perfection
“to do His will.”

 

This is where I get the word service.

 

To do, means to work, to be active, to serve.

 

And this really is something worth praying for each other
about.

 


	If you have a job then you have a boss who wants you to
do his will

	If you are married you have a spouse who wants you to
do his or her will

	If you are a parent you have children who want you to
do their will



 


	The government wants you to do its will

	The devil wants you to do his will and
even

	Your flesh wants you to do the will of the
body



 

So for us to finally come to the place where we do God’s will is
a step of tremendous proportions!

 

Even when we do surrender to do His will, we can get twisted up
where we are doing His will, in our will.

 

If you teach a Sunday school class you have experienced it.

You know it is God’s will for you to teach the class

But


	Your will is teach a different class or

	Your will is to teach it in a different way
or

	Your will is to use a different
curriculum



 

Or


	You come in to teach your class, but your will is to
skip the class for the day



 

We can say I know it is God’s will I go to church

But my will is that I go to church in another town

 

Or sometimes we have done God’s will, but


	We did not get the results we wanted or

	We did not get the rewards we wanted or

	We did not get the recognition we wanted



 

We did God’s will, but we did God’s will while still doing our
own will.

 

If Jesus Christ “sweat as it were great drops of
blood falling to the ground” as He prayed
“Father not my will, but thine be
done.”

 

Then I guarantee you not many of us have ever truly surrendered
“to do His will.”

 

We ought to pray more for one another to do God’s will.

We ought to pray more for one another to really serve God

 

Because such service is not so cut and dry as


	I teach a class so I am doing His will or

	I am a pastor so I do His will



 

But that does bring me to the third point of tonight’s message,
notice

III. THE PROMISE

….working in you that which is wellpleasing in his
sight…

 

The blessing of this passage and the promise of this text is
that

 

I don’t have to do His will in my own strength and power.

 

The apostle’s prayer is not


	That we would make ourselves perfect

	That we would make ourselves do the his
will



 

But that God Himself would “work in us that which is
wellpleasing in His sight.”

 

So you know what we are praying for when we pray for each other
about how we serve the Lord?

 


	We are not praying that we will all do better serving
God

	We are just praying that God would do what He wants to
in each one of us.



 


	You can pray that for another Christian

	You can pray that for your brother or sister in the
church

	You can pray that for your pastor



 

Not that we would be better at what we do

But that God would work in us.

 

Because


	Only then can we really be made perfect
and

	Only then will we really do His will and

	Only then will our service be wellpleasing in His
sight



 










Chapter 10 1
Peter


“SETTLED SAINTS”

1 Peter 5:6-11

 

There is e a relationship between the book of Hebrews and 1
Peter.

 

1. While they are not written by the same Apostle; they
are written to the same people.

 

1 Peter 1:1 calls them

…. the strangers scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, (KJV)

 

And

2. While they are not written by the same Apostle, they
bear much of the same burden

 

As can be seen by comparing the doxological prayer of both

 

Heb 13:20-21

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the everlasting covenant,

Make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

1 Pet 5:10-11

But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you.

To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

If we are going to be able to understand the burden of the
Apostle’s prayer, we are going to have to understand the situation
the original readers found themselves in.

 

He calls them


	Strangers and says they were

	Scattered



 

These were predominantly Jewish Christians who, because of
persecution, had fled throughout the accessible world of their
day.

 

Remember Acts 8:1-4

And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that
time there was a great persecution against the church which was at
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the
regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the
apostles.

And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and
made great lamentation over him.

As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering
into every house, and haling men and women committed them to
prison.

Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every
where preaching the word. (KJV)

 

While the book of 1 Peter was written probably several decades
after the event of Acts 8, still these were believers in the same
circumstances.

 

Their life had been ripped out from under them

 


	They had no home any more

	They had no security any more

	They had no earthly future any more



 

And it was by in large directly because they had become
Christians.

 

Becoming Christians had ruined their relationship with this
world.

 

For people like this, a


	Simple

	Superficial

	Feel good prayer



 

Just wasn’t going to help them a whole lot.

 

These were the type of Christians whose circumstances were such
that the Apostle Paul would have encouraged them by saying
something like

Heb 12:4

Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin. (KJV)

 

Be honest.

That would not be much encouragement to you; would it?

 

But these people had come to the place where there was about
nothing left.

 

They had been stripped of every temporal pleasure, and they knew
it was because God was making them


	Holy and

	Blameless and

	Pure



in His eyes.

 

They were not blaming God for their trials.

 

But they were suffering trials.

 

So when Peter prayed for them, he prayed something to help them
in the midst of those trials

 

I am going to call this a prayer for “settled
saints.”

 

Notice that the prayer begins with the phrase “make
you perfect.”

 

It is identical to the beginning of Paul’s prayer in Hebrews 13
so I do not believe I need to try to cover that again tonight.

 

God wants us perfect


	God wants to conform us into the image of His Son,
Jesus Christ and

	God sees any trial or affliction we may need to go
through to become perfect as a good thing.



 

But Peter builds on that and give us three tools God might use
to “make us perfect.”

 

He prays first that God would

I. STABLISH YOU

 

The Greek word means “to set fast.”

 

Remember this was written in the heyday of the Roman world.

 

Illustration

The Roman civilization was brutal in the extreme.

 

God prophecies through Daniel concerning the Roman Empire and
says

Dan 7:7

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it
had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped
the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the
beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.
(KJV)

 

But for tall their brutality, Rome has at least two claims to
fame that change the world even to this day (there are actually
more than two but these make a difference in my message
tonight)

 

One, they developed a massive road
system that provided for the spread of the Gospel as
quickly as it did in those days.

 

If it had not been for those roads, these “strangers” would have
been hard pressed to scatter as they did, preaching the Word of
God.

 

Two, they invented concrete.

Concrete structures they built thousands of years ago stand even
today.

 

Concrete, which is a combination of lime, sand, water and small
stones, has the unique ability to take on almost any shape, due to
its liquid state.

 

And then to set up and hold that shape for who knows how many
thousands of years.

 

That’s what the word stablish means.

To set up, and become
unmovable.

 

Illustration

I was watching a short segment on the news last night that had
to do with avalanches and how to protect yourself when skiing or
snowshoeing.

 

The guy said that if you get buried in an avalanche you become
helpless to dig yourself out and you will be dependant upon others
to help you.

 

He said that the avalanche causes friction in the moving snow
and melts it just enough that when it comes to rest, it immediately
transforms from the soft fluffy stuff, to concrete hard.

 

It wraps around you and then sets up solid.

 

The Apostle’s prayer is that the same thing would happen to you
and me.

 

That through the avalanche of trials we go through in life,
Christ would become wrapped around us and set up


	Firm

	Solid

	Unmovable



 

The apostle not only prays that these scattered and suffering
Christians would be “stablished”

 

He prays secondly that God would

II. STRENGTHEN YOU

 

The concept is that we would be “invigorated against
weakness and corruption.”

 


	If the term stablished means to set us up
so we would never be lost

	The term strengthen means to enable us
to bear up against the trials



 

This is an essential prayer because none of us can bear up
against the attacks of


	The World

	The Flesh and

	The Devil



In our own strength.

 

We are completely unable to do this on our own.

 

Remember what Jesus said in

John 15:5

… for without me ye can do nothing.
(KJV)

 

Romans 5:6 says of us

For when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. (KJV)

 

On our own we are without strength.

We can do nothing.

 

I think we forget God’s evaluation of us

1 Cor 1:26-29

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called:

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty;

And base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring
to nought things that are:

That no flesh should glory in his
presence. (KJV)

 


	We are foolish

	We are week

	We are despised

	We are “not”



 

Like the snowshoer buried under the concrete like mounds of
avalanche, we are completely helpless to help ourselves.

 

Our only hope is for another to find us and save us.

That other is Jesus Christ.

 


	And not only is that true of our
salvation

	It is true of our walk with God



 

We cannot do it unless “Christ liveth in
me.”

 

The opposite of the word strengthen here is similar to the
concept of being dead.

1 Cor 15:42-43

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown
in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:

It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: (KJV)

 

See how the word weakness is associated with death in this
passage?

 


	The opposite of strength is weakness

	The ultimate weakness is death



 

But notice what he says in 1 Corinthians 15

Though the body is sown in death and
weakness, it is raised again through Christ in
power – that is
strength

 


	We are saved

	We are stablished in Christ and

	We will never lose our salvation



 

But we can and do fall.

 

Especially in the face of the trials we endure; we are so prone
to fall.

 

So the Apostle prayed that we would be strengthened against
those trials


	Strengthened not to fall and

	Strengthened to get back up when we fall.



 

Prov 24:16

For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up
again: …. (KJV)

 

Illustration

A soldier I know is about the most fit man I have ever met.
Recently he completed a climb to the summit of Mt. Rainier.

 

Allan said that one of the most difficult things on the climb is
getting back up when you have fallen down.

 

In fact, it requires so much energy to stand back up once you
have fallen, that to fall one time probably means you have
scratched your hopes of making it to the top.

 

The Apostle prays that God would give us the strength to get
back up when we fall.

 

He prayed that God would

Stablish us so we will never be lost

Strenghten us to bear up against the trials and

 

He prayed thirdly God would

III. SETTLE YOU

 

In order to help us catch the intent of this prayer I want to go
to three other places this Greek word is found in your Bible

A. Founded

Matthew 7:24-25

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his
house upon a rock:

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. (KJV)

 

B. Laid the foundation
of

Hebrews
1:10,

And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine
hands: (KJV)

 

C. Grounded

Ephesians
3:17

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, (KJV)

 

In every case it is speaking of something, not just setting up
on top of the ground, but buried in it.

 

So let’s go back and remember who the Apostle is writing to.

 

These are strangers who are scattered.


	They have no home

	They have no roots

	They have no foundation



 

And here is the thing, without those roots, they can never grow
fruit.

 

Someone said, “No matter how good the tree, if
it be not settled in the earth,
but moved from place to place, it will bear little or no fruit. How
many might trace the unfruitfulness of their lives to the unsettled
state of
their hearts….”

 

Illustration

I remember in Bible College there was one student who was always
causing trouble.


	He would challenge teachers in class

	He would start arguments about “foolish questions”
among the students and

	He had a general bad attitude about
everything.



 

I was speaking to the Executive Vice President one day just
after one of this guy’s public blow ups and he said something to
the effect of….

“His problem is that instead of staying in one Bible College and
studying a thought to the end, he keeps moving from one college to
the next and he never gets grounded in what he believes.

He argues with me not because he disagrees with me but because
he does not know what he believes.”

 

I have seen it happen many times to a person who will not stay
put and get settled in one church…..

 


	They become a problem to every church they go to
and

	They are not happy in their own spiritual
life



 

When you have been scattered as these believers were and

When you feel like you don’t belong anyway

 

It is easy to stay loose, unsettled, ready to move on at a
moment’s notice.

 

And while we ought to feel that way about the world

 

We will never really have fruit until we let God get us
“settled” and fixed in one place.

 










Chapter 11 2
Peter


GRACE AND PEACE

2 Peter 1:2

 

 

In this message I want to take you not to a
doxology but a benediction, which
is a pronouncement of blessing.

 

As to whether these should be considered prayers, I think a lot
of it has to do with our attitude toward the preacher.

 

God told Moses to teach Aaron and the Old Testament priests

Num 6:23-27

Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this
wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto
them,

The LORD bless thee, and keep
thee:

The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee:

The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give
thee peace.

And they shall put my name upon the children of
Israel; and I will bless them. (KJV)

 

In other words, as the priest pronounced the blessing; God
answered the request.

 

I have considered it one of my responsibilities ever since I
entered into the ministry to pronounce blessings upon the people I
minister to.

 


	I say very often to people, “Lord bless you” or
something of that nature

	I frequently pronounce this very blessing upon the
congregation when we finish the Sunday morning
service.



 

And to me it is much more than a ritual, or a religious
greeting; I believe it is a prayer seeking God’s blessings upon
those I am speaking to.

 

So whether we consider this benediction of Peter’s a prayer or
not depends upon whether we think Peter was a servant of the Lord,
or merely a religious leader.

 

The request of the passage is simply

2 Peter 1:2

Grace and peace be multiplied unto …….
(KJV)

 

Peter was not alone in pronouncing this prayer upon his
congregation.

 

Paul often pronounces this very same thing….

Rom 1:7

To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord
Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

1 Cor 1:3

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

2 Cor 1:2

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

Gal 1:3

Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and
from our Lord Jesus Christ, (KJV)

 

Eph 1:2

Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

Phil 1:2

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

Col 1:2

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which
are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

1Thes 1:1

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church
of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord
Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

II Th 1:2

Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

1 Tim 1:2

Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy,
and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our
Lord. (KJV)

 

2 Tim 1:2

To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
(KJV)

 

Titus 1:4

To Titus, mine own son after the common faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ our Saviour. (KJV)

 

Phile 1:3

Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

I found it very interesting to discover that the Old Testament
benediction was simply for peace.

Gen 43:23

And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God,
and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks:
I had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto
them. (KJV)

 

Judg 6:23

And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear
not: thou shalt not die. (KJV)

 

Judg 18:6

And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before
the LORD is your way wherein ye go. (KJV)

 

Ps 122:6-8

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper
that love thee.

Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy
palaces.

For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will now
say, Peace be within thee. (KJV)

 

Grace is added in the New Testament.

 

One writer says

 “Grace and peace” are the very
essence, as well as the whole, of a believer’s true happiness in
this life, which explains the apostle’s longing that his brethren
in Christ might abundantly partake of them.”[1]

 

So I am going to depart a little from my alliteration where each
of our prayer requests have begun with the letter “s.”

 

The burden of prayer in 2 Peter is for grace and peace….

 

I. GRACE

 

Peter pronounces a prayer upon these believers that they would
have grace……

 

A. The word grace means “gift or benefit”

 

Sometimes we define it as “unmerited favor.”

 

The word unmerited is important

 

This grace of God is not deserved,
earned or in any way merited.

 

We do nothing to deserve God’s benefits and favors and gifts
toward us.

 

 

Eph 2:8-9

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should
boast. (KJV)

 

B. We do not only need the grace of God in salvation but
also in Christian living

2 Cor 12:9

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. (KJV)

 

The flesh is weak and the Christian needs grace so that the
power of Christ would rest upon us

 

Paul was careful to say that the things he did in his ministry
were accomplished by grace

 

1. Paul spoke through the grace of God

Rom 12:3

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt
to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

 

2. Paul built the work of God according to the grace of
God

1 Cor 3:10

According to the grace of God which is given unto
me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he
buildeth thereupon. (KJV)

 

C. We need the grace of God in our lives
for

1. Greater demonstration of the spiritual
nature

You know as well as I do that it takes the grace and power of
God to surrender our bodies so that Christ can be seen in us.

 

2. Greater and dependence upon the Giver

The longer we live for the Lord the easier it is for us to think
we are living for the Lord without the Lord’s help.

 

 

3. Greater development of the spiritual
gifts

I want to do more than just do things for God.

 

I want to be a vessel where the gifts of the Holy Spirit can be
worked out through me.

 

So I need grace

 

II. PEACE

Gal 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law. (KJV)

 

The Bible says that one of the main fruits of the Holy Spirit
working in us is peace.

 

One of my favorite sayings of Jesus Christ is

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

 

The point of the Gospel is to bring reconciliation or peace
between God and man.

 

Sin had created what the Bible calls enmity between God and
man

Rom 8:6-8

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can
be.

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God. (KJV)

 

The word enmity means hostility or
hatred.

 

When Jesus died on the cross, His death burial and resurrection
offered peace and reconciliation from that enmity

 

Eph 2:15-17

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself
of twain one new man, so making peace;

And that he might reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby:

And came and preached peace to you which were afar
off, and to them that were nigh. (KJV)

 

But I know some Christians who do not experience peace in their
lives.

 

That is because there is a progression between having obtained
peace and actually experiencing it.

 

A. We are given peace at the moment of
salvation

Rom 5:1

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)

 

Theologians call this “judicial peace.”

 

At the moment of salvation we are legally free from our sin and
there is officially not hostility between us and God.

 

B. It is a peace that is dependent upon the blood of
Jesus Christ

Col 1:20

And, having made peace through the blood of his
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say,
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
(KJV)

 

It is as unmerited as grace.

 

It is bought and paid for completely through the cross of Jesus
Christ.

 

We do not have to earn this peace to get it and we do not have
to earn this peace to keep it.

 

It has been handed down to us, like a verdict from heaven.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

 

However this peace is

C. Experienced through the conscience

1 Pet 3:21

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now
save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ: (KJV)

 

So the only way to experience or sense that peace is through
obedience.

Col 3:12-15

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering;

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another,
if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you,
so also do ye.

And above all these things put on charity, which is
the bond of perfectness.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye
thankful. (KJV)

 

Notice that you do not have to do all of these things to have
the peace of God….

 

But they are necessary to “let the peace of God rule
in your hearts.”

 

One author said

“We are at peace with ourselves when conscience ceases to
accuse us, and when our affections and wills submit themselves to
an enlightened mind.”[2]

 

 

Let me hurry a bit and say that Peter not only prayed that we
would have grace and peace but that we would have them

 

III. MULTIPLIED

John 1:16

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace
for grace. (KJV)

 

I wonder; can anyone here tonight give me a definition of the
word “for”?

 

Webster’s 1828 says that the radical sense of the word means;
to go, to pass, to advance, to reach or
stretch.

 

Some of the other definitions are


	Against

	Instead of

	In the place of



 

But there are two definitions I want to focus on for a few
minutes

 

A. Because of

B. In addition to

 

Plug that in to John 1:16 and it would say we have received,
“grace because of grace” and “grace in addition to grace.”

 

Someone said,

And grace for grace: nor have we received drops, but
grace [in addition to] grace; not only knowledge and
instruction, but the love and favor of God, and spiritual habits,
in proportion to the favor and grace which Christ hath (allowing
for our short capacities); we have received grace freely and
plentifully, all from Christ, and for His sake; which lets us see
how much the grace-receiving soul is bound to acknowledge and adore
Christ, and may be confirmed in the receiving of further
grace, …”[3]

 

We need grace and we need peace, and when we have them, we need
more grace and peace.

 

So one of the kindest and most thoughtful things we can pray for
one another for is both grace and peace.

 

 



[1] A W Pink, Fervent Prayer of the
Apostles, Chapter 10

[2] A W Pink, Fervent Prayer of the
Apostles, Chapter 10

[3] Ibid.










Chapter 12
Revelation


THAT THE SAVIOUR BE
GLORIFIED

Revelation 1:1-6

 

In order to set us up for this message we need to go back to

Luke 11:2-4

And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

Give us day by day our daily
bread.

And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every
one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil. (KJV)

 

Notice that the very first part of the prayer has to do with
bringing glory to God.

…Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name…

 

Do this with me; consider that as a request rather than a
statement.

 

Usually we apply this phrase in our prayer life as our time to
praise the Lord.


	We attempt to hallow the name of the Lord by thanking
Him for His gracious gifts to us and

	We attempt to hallow the name of the Lord by reciting
to Him His wonderful attributes.



 

I practice doing that almost every day of my life.

 

But the thought occurred to me, the very best I can hallow God;
the very best any man can hallow the name of the Lord will come far
short of making His name


	Holy

	Consecrated and

	Pure



In the sight of men today.

 


	Maybe rather than trying to bring praise to God’s name
ourselves it would be wise to realize we can never do that to a
satisfactory degree.

	Maybe we would be wise instead to ask God to hallow His
name in the earth



 

With that in mind I come to Revelation 1:6 where the Apostle
John, in the midst of a doxology – which is remember a statement of
praise and worship to God -  actually makes this request,

 

Rev 1:6

…. to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

I am going to say that the burden of prayer in Revelation 1:6 is
That the Saviour be glorified.

 

A. In our prayer lives we might often make requests for
personal needs and desires.

 

And there is nothing wrong with that so far as it goes.

Jesus did tell the Apostles

Luke 11:3

Give us day by day our daily bread.
(KJV)

 

B. Often times our prayers may concern the needs of
others which is absolutely fine.

Jesus continued teaching on prayer in

Luke 11:5-6

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a
friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him,
Friend, lend me three loaves;

For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him? (KJV)

 

It is right to pray for the needs of others.

 

And

C. As we grow in the Lord, it is my prayer that our
requests would begin to take on the nature of some of the things we
have been preaching on in this series.

 

But my prayer tonight is that we might even step into a realm
perhaps even greater than all of that.

 

That


	Instead of praying for ourselves

	Instead of praying for our families

	Instead of praying for others



 

We would actually begin to make intercession on behalf
of the Lord.

 

I want to back through some of the epistles once again tonight
and focus on those doxologies as prayers offered on the behalf of
the Lord.

 

There may be others, but these are the ones I found

Rom 11:36

….to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
(KJV)

Rom 16:27

To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for
ever. Amen. (KJV)

1 Tim 6:16

… to whom be honour and power everlasting.
Amen. (KJV)

Heb 13:21

… to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

1 Pet 4:11

…to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

1 Pet 5:11

To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

2 Pet 3:18

…. To him be glory both now and for ever.
Amen. (KJV)

Rev 1:6

…. to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

They are each very similar but they are each slightly
different

 

My approach will be to focus on the differences. There are three
basic prayer requests that can be drawn from these doxologies

 

I. THE FIRST REQUEST

A. Glory

Rom 11:36

….to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
(KJV)

 

The Greek word here is the one from which doxology comes.

 

It means something like “the results of a good opinion
of.”[1]

 

 

 

B. Honor

1 Tim 6:16

… to whom be honour and power everlasting.
Amen. (KJV)

 

This means, to esteem valuable

 

C. Praise

1 Pet 4:11

…to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

This is exactly the same Greek word that is translated glory
above.

 

However, I do not believe there are any accidents in the Bible.
Nor do I believe that variations like this are without
significance.

 

Vine’s Expository Dictionary says the word can be used
“in ascriptions of praise to God” and says it can
be defined literally “glory words”

 

In our world,


	Where the name of Christ is trodden under the foot of
the ungodly as a curse-word

	Where politicians would rather recognize the name of
Allah than Jesus Christ and

	Where Christians are more likely to talk about their
favorite preacher than the Lord Jesus Christ



 

We needs some believers who will begin to pray


	That men begin to have a good opinion of Jesus
Christ

	That such an opinion leads to the lost seeing the value
of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ the Saviour
and

	That Christians begin to speak “glory words” concerning
Jesus Christ to those around them



 

II. THE SECOND REQUEST

Among the eight doxologies there are two basic prayers that
compose the second request. (Some of the doxologies only have the
first one)

 

The Greek word is exactly the same but that King James Version
gives us two different English words. I do not believe this is a
mistake.

 

I believe our Almighty God gave us the two words to give us
depth and richness in our prayer life on the behalf of the
Lord.

 

A. Power

1 Tim 6:16

… to whom be honour and power everlasting.
Amen. (KJV)

 

Webster’s 1828 dictionary says the primary meaning of the word
is, to exert force.

 

Is not this a day when we need our Lord to “exert force?”

 

Our world needs to see an Almighty God

Our world needs to see a Christ that is


	More powerful than the forces of the gangs on the city
streets

	More powerful than the forces of the diseases that
ravage bodies and take young lives

	More powerful than the economics that rise and fall
with every whim of the stock market

	More powerful than the petty problems that divide
families



 

Life is challenging and as Apostle Paul addressed this young
preacher, Timothy, who would be ministering to people facing every
kind of life struggle, it was an appropriate time for him to ask
that Jesus Christ would exert force to overcome these trials

 

B. Dominion

1 Pet 5:11

To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

Rev 1:6

…. to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

Webster’s Dictionary says that the word dominion means,
the power of governing or controlling

 

 

1 Peter is written to Christians who are scattered around the
world.

 

They have lost their homes

They are strangers on this earth

 

The Book of the Revelation prophesies concerning the Tribulation
Period and the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ.

 

In both cases, it is appropriate to remember to pray as Jesus
taught the disciple to pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

 

I want to pray that Jesus will give us the strength to overcome
the trials of life.

But I want to pray for more than that…..

 


	I want to pray that Jesus Christ will take control of
this world

	I want to pray that Jesus will cast out
Satan

	I want to pray that Jesus will conquer the kingdoms of
this world and

	I want to pray that Jesus will come and set up the
Kingdom He promised He would.



 

III. THE THIRD REQUEST

 

This third request has to do with the duration of the first two,
and there are four subtle differences in the prayers, having what
appears to me to be four progressive thoughts

 

A. For ever

Rom 16:27

To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for
ever. Amen. (KJV)

 

So far so good.

 

Pray that Jesus would be glorified praised and honored for
ever.

 

But the next step is

B. For ever and ever

Heb 13:21

… to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

I am going to call this a superlative of the first.

 

It is taking the first to the extreme.


	Not just that Jesus would receive glory and honor and
praise for ever

	Not just that Jesus would have power and dominion for
ever,



But that He would have these for ever
AND ever

 

C. Everlasting

1 Tim 6:16

… to whom be honour and power everlasting.
Amen. (KJV)

 

And if that isn’t enough, that this would never end;

That for ever and ever would last
forever

 

And fourthly

D. Both now and forever

2 Pet 3:18

…. To him be glory both now and for ever.
Amen. (KJV)

 

This requests not only sets the outer limits of the requests but
establishes a time for it to begin…

 

It is wonderful that Christ would have glory and dominion and
power and praise and honor someday…..

 

I want to see it right now….

Rev 22:20

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
(KJV)

 

There is one other doxology I found and have
excluded from this message because this has been a series of
messages learning from the prayers of the Apostles.

 

Jude was not an apostle, but the Lord’s brother

Jude 1:25

To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
(KJV)

 

 



[1] From Vines Expository Dictionary
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