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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. I have
also developed my own style of preparation that seems to work well
for me to use as I preach from the pulpit. Secondly I would ask
that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, that you feel free to contact
me. My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

 








Chapter 1
Introduction


Revelation 11:1-19

 

There are many reasons why preaching on prophecy is a must in
Bible Believing churches:

 

1. Preaching prophecy points out that God's Word has
been accurate in history.

    Over one fourth of the Bible was written as
unfulfilled prophecy that has now been fulfilled.

   Whenever we preach a prophetical message, we point
out that, the vast majority of the prophecies of the Bible have
already happened EXACTLY as God foretold they would.

2. Preaching Prophecy testifies that we believe God
holds the keys to the future.

Since those prophecies that have already been fulfilled, have
been fulfilled EXACTLY as God said they would,

good sense says to expect those few prophecies that have not yet
been fulfilled, to some day be fulfilled EXACTLY as God says they
will!

3. Preaching Prophecy confronts the unbeliever with the
fact that judgment awaits those who are not right with
God!

 

What I want to do is to bring to you the key components of
unfulfilled prophecy as they are related to us in Revelation
11.

 

This chapter describes for us the middle of the Tribulation
period. But it also gives to us some hints concerning all of God's
unfulfilled prophecy.










Chapter 2
MEASURE THE TEMPLE


Verse 1

 

The concept of measuring has to do with the size of something,
and most specifically, measuring it for growth.

 

We have been doing a lot of measuring around here lately.

 

We have been figuring out

How many people will fit into this
auditorium.

How many kids will fit into the downstairs and other
buildings

How many cars will fit into the parking
lot,

 

We have measured our properties every way we know how, and we
are looking for other ways to measure it again.

 

But we are not doing that for curiousity's sake, or so we can
brag about size of our facilities. We are doing that so we can plan
for growth!

 

When I see God saying, "Go measure the temple of
God, and the altar, and them that worship therein…
"

 

I see Him doing it as He plans for growth!

 

And I think it can speak of the

MINISTRY WE ARE IN
TODAY.

 

Some call it the CHURCH AGE.

Others, the AGE OF GRACE

And still others, THE INTERREGNUM,
which just means, "gap," "space," or "distance."  And carries
with it the fact that this age is a gap in God's plans for the
Jews.

 

Whatever you call it though, this is an age of GROWTH in the
work of God!

 

Never, in the history of mankind, has there been a time like the
last 2000 years, where men and women have been converted to one
faith, as they have been to Christianity.

 

In Mark 4:31 Jesus describes
what has taken place in this age as like a grain of mustard
seed

 

Mark 4:31-32

It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it
is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the
earth:

But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh
greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that
the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of
it. KJV)

 

Though it is a little seed, when it is planted it grows to be
greater than all the herbs, shooting out branches so the fowls of
the air can lodge in them. That is exactly what has happened in
Christianity.

 

The church started with only 12 members, and one of
them was a betrayer.

 

A. On the day of Pentecost, that church only had 120
members.

 

1. But, on that day, what began as such a small thing,
exploded into growth.

 

***At Pentecost, 3000 people were saved, baptized, and
added to that church in one day.

***Another day, 4000 men were added, not counting their
wives and children.

***The books of Acts tells us repeatedly that multitudes
of people were being saved and baptized every single day of the
week!

 

So that, some Bible students say that by Acts chapter 8, there
could have been 50,000 members of that one
church!

 

2. Then, in Acts 9, God scattered the members of that
church around the known world.

The Bible says that as those Christians traveled, they all spoke
the Word of God and brought souls to a saving knowledge of
Christ.

 

3. In Acts 13, God sent out Paul and Barnabas to plant
and establish new churches.

They did so with REMARKABLE success!

 

In nearly every town they visited, a church was established. IN
ONE TOWN, THEY WERE ABLE TO GET A CHURCH OFF THE GROUND IN JUST 6
DAYS!

 

B. But, in a very short time, that huge tree that was
growing at such a rapid pace, became a place for the fowls to
lodge.

Fowl are almost always a picture of dirtiness in the Bible.

 

C. And it wasn't long before the earliest of the
churches found that they were being infested with people who were
using the church for unjust means.

 


	False doctrine became common

	False teachers used the churches for their own
financial gain and for a platform of power. And,

	False churches and their resulting
denominations started forming, even very early in the history of
Christianity.



 

Sometimes people will ask me about all the denominations and
different doctrines in the world today.

 

D. I think Jesus told us how to handle
them:

1. Warn our own sheep about their dangers

2. Let them alone after that! (Like Tares in the
Wheat.)

3. Concentrate upon the commission Christ gave
us.

 


	To Win Souls

	To Bring those we see saved into the
Church

	To teach those in the church what Jesus really
said!



 

What we find in the churches that do that, IS THAT THEY ARE IN
CONSTANT GROWTH!

 

Oh, there will be slow times.

There will be some discouraging times

 

But, on the average, and over the long haul, you see a steady
growth in souls saved, baptized, and getting ready for the

RAPTURE

 

Which is the time when all the Christians will be removed from
this world to live forever with the Lord!

 

E. The Rapture is the next great event in God's
prophetic time clock.

 

The Rapture is

Imminent, which means
it cold happen at any time

Immediate, which means
when it does happen it will happen in the blink of an eye.

Unpredictable, which
means we cannot predict when it will happen.

 

But it WILL happen, and when it does, it will set the stage for
the second great event in God's timetable










Chapter 3
THE TRIBULATION


Vs 2

A. Notice the key phrase;

"… shall they tread under foot …
"

 

The Tribulation is a seven year period of time, when the world
will go through the most trying times it has ever faced.

 

We can think of times when people have faced difficult and
trying circumstances.

 

For instance, those living in Viet Nam during the war, and those
soldiers that we sent over there lived through trying times.

 

***A pastor friend of mine became very ill a few
years ago.  He spent several months in a hospital, then had to
spend several weeks more at home, and even now, some two years
later, still take medication for the illness, which resulted in
short term memory loss, depression, and panic
attacks.

 

The illness he has is Post Traumatic Stress
Syndrome, and it was caused by living in such an intensely
stressful environment while a soldier in the Viet Nam
War.

 

 

THAT IS A BAD EXPERIENCE. But it is nothing to be compared with
how bad the Tribulation will be!

 

There are at least three things that will contribute to the
horrors of the Tribulation time.

1. The total release of evil.

2 Thess 2:7

 

In the day in which we now live, there is a restraint placed
upon evil. Although evil men are waxing worse and worse, there are
two things keeping evil from running rough shod on the earth.

 

One is the presence of Christians.  We act
as salt and light in a wicked and dark world.

 

Our presence holds back the flow of wickedness.


	We vote against homosexuality in the
elections.

	We stand against abortions

	We preach against sinful living.

	We win souls to Christ



 

And by so doing we act as a restrainer against evil.

 

The Second thing that holds back sin and
wickedness in the world is THE HOLY GHOST.

 

Jesus said that the Holy Ghost will convict the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment to come.

 

Frankly, even the most evil of men today are not as evil as they
would be if the Holy Ghost wasn't convicting them of their sins
every time they commit a sin!

 

But, when the Rapture takes place, at the beginning of the
Tribulation Period, The Christians will be gone, so their influence
against sin will be gone.

And the Holy Ghost, who dwells inside the Christians, will be
removed as well (in the sense of living upon the earth among
men.)

 

And there will be nothing to hold back wicked men from
fulfilling their evil imaginations!

 

I think about Cambodia, where the Kamir Rouge,
exterminated almost every educated person in the country.

Think how much more evil they would have been had there been no
restraint at all!

 

Or Hitler, and his murder of was it 6 million
Jews.

How much more horrible that would have been had there been no
restraint period.

 

And that is the type of evil that will be unleashed in the world
during the Tribulation!

 

Murders,
Crime, Extortion, and Terrorism will reach an
all time high unimaginable in our day!

 

The next element that will contribute to the horrors of the
Tribulation will be

2. The Increase of "Supernatural" Natural
Disasters.

Read through the book of Revelation, and you will find it
describes natural disasters worse than any we have ever had.

 


	Earthquakes, in places never having them
before

	Fires that destroy a third of all the
trees

	Stars that fall to the earth and destroy water
supplies

	The sun loosing a third of its intensity (colder and
darker)



 

This past winter we had a few minor windstorms that bothered
me.

 

One of them, I sat in the house; afraid it was going to blow
down! 

I wasn't too worried about it, really, until one of my neighbors
called me and asked me if I had boarded up my windows.

 

There were a couple of other windstorms that drove me up a
wall.  They blew so hard that nothing we owned was tied down
well enough to keep it in place. It was frustrating to watch our
things blow past the window, knowing that we couldn't (or shouldn't
go out) and try to catch them as they went by.

 

We have all seen pictures of hurricanes, and tornadoes, and
earthquakes, and all the damage death they brought with them.

 

But that won't be anything compared to disasters that the
scriptures say will claim the lives of one third of the total
world's population each time one takes place.

 

There will be, along with these disasters, the accompanying
diseases and starvation.

 

Have you ever heard somebody say, "I was so sick, I
was afraid I was going to die, but then it got worse and I was
afraid I wasn't?"

 

During the Tribulation period, the Bible says men will cry out
in pain and desire to die, but death will flee from them.

 

Some will want to die to escape the suffering, but God will not
allow them to die!

 

There is a third source of the horrors of the Tribulation.

3.  The advent of the Antichrist

Anti Christ is a person who will come on the scene at the
beginning of the Tribulation period. He will rise to power, first
through his promise of world peace.

 

He will negotiate a peace treaty with the Jews, which, even
right now would almost guarantee world peace.

 

But Anti Christ will break that treaty after three and a half
years.

He will set himself up as a god to be worshipped, and will begin
to persecute and execute any and all who refuse to worship him.

 

The numbers of souls beheaded because they refuse to
accept Anti Christ as their god will grow, probably, into the
millions.

 

The horrors of the Tribulation are so bad, that Jesus says, if
he didn't come and put an end to them, no flesh would survive!

 

Praise God! He has already promised He will come back!










Chapter 4
THE LORD'S RETURN


vs. 15

Many times we Christians think of the Rapture as the return of
the Lord, but that is really only the beginning of the end time
events.

 

At the end of the Seven-year Tribulation Period, Jesus WILL
return to THIS earth LITERALLY and PHYSICALLY.

 

He will come from heaven and His feet will touch down to earth
on the mount of olives.

 

Now, when Christ returns, there are a few things we ought to
know about:

 

A The Period of Judgment.

vs 18

Remember, when Christ returns, Anti Christ will be in Jerusalem,
forcing people to worship him as God.

 

ANTI CHRIST WILL NOT BE TOO HAPPY TO SEE JESUS!

 

Christ's first act when he returns will be to destroy Anti
Christ and his armies in the battle of Armageddon. (Rev 19)

 

But then, what about all those that had followed anti Christ,
but are not in the valley of Megiddo for that big battle?

 

The Bible says Christ will gather them from all over the world
in Israel, and judge each individual left living from the
Tribulation period.

 

Those that had accepted anti Christ will be placed on Christ's
left side, to be executed and sent to hell.

 

Those that had refused to take anti Christ's image will be
placed on Christ's right side, to enter into the Thousand year
reign of Christ.

 

B The Period of Paradise

vs 17

This is the Thousand-year reign of Christ that we talk
about.

Another name for it is the Millennial Kingdom.

 

It is a specific time when this very earth will become a
paradise.

 

The curse of Genesis 3 will be lifted.

Animals will no longer be dangerous.

 

Even the snake will be a safe creature again, because the Bible
says a child will play in the cockatrice's den.

 

Satan will be bound and cast into the bottomless pit for the
thousand years, so he will not be a bother.

 

And man's sin nature will be controlled by Christ, who will rule
with a rod of iron. (We Christians will serve Christ in this
leadership)

 

The period of paradise is the last leg of God's plan to show
man's need of salvation by grave through faith.

 

Because, even though it will be a perfect environment, at the
end of the one thousand years, Christ will let Satan loose for a
short time, AND HE WILL BE ABLE TO TEMPT SOME TO FOLLOW HIM AND NOT
CHRIST!

 

That proves that man is not a victim of his circumstances, but
is a guilty sinner in his heart!

 

We will never solve man's problems by political reform, by
providing a safe and healthy environment, or by ensuring all his
needs are met.

 

The Only way for men to be better is for men to GET SAVED!

 

Finally

B The Period of Eternity

vs 15 {for ever and ever)

 

For those who have placed there faith in Christ for salvation
from hell and forgiveness of sins, there is an eternity
prophesied.

 


	It is an eternity of happiness (no tears or crying)

	It is an eternity of healthiness (no sickness death, or
pain)

	It is an eternity of hopefulness (blessings every day)



 

And it is an eternity awaiting all who have called upon the name
of Christ and only those who have called upon the name of
Christ!










Chapter 5
New Chapter


As we search the signs of the times, it becomes clear that the
days are drawing short when God will fulfill these last few
prophecies left undone.

 

When all these events we have considered come to pass, which
side of the fence will you be on?

 

If you have not called upon Christ and asked Him to save you
when He comes to get the Christians in the Rapture, you will be
left here to go through the Tribulation.

 

And then it will be too late to get saved!

 

There will be a huge number of people saved during that time,
but they will all be people who had not refused to get saved
previously. If you are not saved yet, and if you do not get saved
today, you won't fall into that camp because you just got the
chance to get saved today!

 

And, of course, whenever we talk about end times, it speaks to
the Christian too. When Christ does return for us, we will want to
have our lives as pure and clean as is possible. That is done
through yielding ourselves to His will in our lives.

 

How many Christians reading this booklet could say "If Christ
were to come for me at this very moment, I am as ready as I ever
want to be?" If you can't say that, then you ought to ask God to
help you get ready and stay ready every day.
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