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Thank you for purchasing this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. While I
have proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many
mistakes. I have also developed my own style for sermon preparation
that seems to work well for me to use as I preach from the pulpit.
I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it will add
rather than distract from the effectiveness while you read.

Secondly I would ask that, should you find the book is helpful
to you, or if you have questions you would like to ask me, that you
feel free to contact me. My e-mail address is
marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

To order my book 
The Foot of the Cross, paperback edition click on the
link

To order my book 
Think On These Things paperback edition, click on the
link



To order my book 
The Rapture and Return paperback edition, click on the
link








Chapter 1
Introduction


2 Samuel 2:11-23

 

Israel’s first king was Saul and Abner was the captain of his
army.

 

When God took the kingdom from Saul and gave it to David, a
division broke out which eventually ended after Saul’s death,

 


	Between Abner and the armies of Saul

	Against Joab, (David’s captain) and the armies of
David



 

Abner’s army was put to the worse and, as Abner fled, Joab’s
younger brother, Asahel, pursued him and was killed.

 

The Bible says that as David’s soldiers, also pursuing Abner and
his men, came to the place where Asahel fell, they stood still.

 

They of course, could not have remained there long.

There was still an enemy to pursue.

 

But they did stop in honor of this man whose life had been lost
on the battlefield.

 

STAND STILL

 

Stand still.

A soldier has fallen to the ground
today

The battlefield has had its way

He will not fight another day

Stand still. Stand Still

 

Stand still.

Stand still and pray for those at
home

And for soldiers while they roam

On foreign soil’s combat zone

Stand still. Stand still

 

Stand still.

That soul has now gone to beyond

To heaven’s glories or to hell’s real
horrors

Stand still. Stand still

 

Stand still.

Stand still and thank God for His
grace

You did not die in his place

That image could have born your
face

Stand still. Stand Still

 

Stand still.

Stand still and look this once
more

To a far off hill on a distant
shore

One there did His Father’s will

Stand still. Stand still

 

Stand still

Stand still and see Him on the
cross

Giving all there was to give

That you and I might get to live

Stand still. Stand still

 

Stand still

Stand still and view that empty
tomb

In it He found there was not room

So up He rose from that space

And left our sins in His place

Stand still. Stand still

 

Stand still.

Stand still if you would have Him
win

For you a victory from sin

You cannot earn a home on high

By grace through faith is the
Father’s cry

Stand still

 

Stand still

Stand still come this solemn day

You owe him that much won’t you
say?

A soldier’s fallen to the ground
today

Stand still. Stand still

 

As I meditated upon the text we have before us, there
were three things that it seemed to me that it would be good for us
to think upon.










Chapter 2
THE BATTLES WE FIGHT (both as mankind and as individuals) ARE
SPIRITUAL AT THEIR ROOTS


The reason there was war at all


	Between Saul’s army and David’s
army

	Between Abner and Asahel



Was spiritual.

 

It was an issue of obedience to Almighty God.

 

Saul had been made King, at the insistence of Israel and in
rebellion to God.

 

Saul turned out to rebel against the Lord which led God


	To denounce Saul’s kingdom and

	To ordain David in his stead



 

Saul’s jealousy against David and

The division that resulted

Was completely a spiritual issue.

 

We hear it said all of the time; “Every war is a religious
war.”

 

And those who usually say it say it in contempt of religion.

 

But while they are mistaken in their application, they are not
far off in their estimation of what causes conflict.

 

The very first death was caused by a spiritual conflict.

 

Cain killed Abel with a carnal weapon

But he was motivated to do it because of his spiritual
rebellion

 


	The thirst for power

	The greed for land

	The pride of an injured ego



 

Are all as


	Satanically inspired and

	Sinfully motivated



 

As a Holy Jihad in the Middle East.

 

James 4:1-4 says it so clearly

From whence come wars and fightings among you? come
they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your
members?

Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have,
and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye
ask not.

Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that
ye may consume it upon your lusts.

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
(KJV)

 

So as I stand still at the grave of a soldier tomorrow I want to
remember…..

 

That all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God and

There is none righteous no not
one.

 

I want to remember that

The wages of sin is death and that

Sin, when it is finished bringeth forth
death

 

I want to remember that

Eph 6:12

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. (KJV)

 

I want to remember that the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty….

 

And that ultimately the only victory against sin is found in a
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Sin will abound in this world until Jesus Christ returns

So the soldier will be needed until Jesus Christ returns

 

But the only real victory is found in

1 Cor 15:54-57

So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory.

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin
is the law.

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

Until Christ comes, I want to devote my life to fighting sin by
winning souls to Christ.










Chapter 3
GOD LOVES THE SOULS OF THOSE ON EITHER SIDE OF THE STRUGGLE


There is such a thing as right and wrong, good and evil.

 

There is something worth fighting for and there is something
worth dying for.

 

Abner was on the wrong side of this conflict.

He would later come to realize it and would attempt to make
things right.

 

Abner even begged Asahel to stop pursuing him.

 

The conflict was not unlike our own Civil War, where


	Men who loved each other,

	Men who had grown up together

	Men who had trained in the same military schools
together



Found themselves at war with one another.

 

Someone sent this little introduction to me this week.

In April 1863, in Columbus, Mississippi, after decorating graves
of her two sons who died representing their beloved south-land, an
elderly woman walked to two mounds of dirt at the corner of the
cemetery to place memorial flowers there also. "What
are you doing?" friends shouted, "Those
are the graves of two union soldiers." Softly that
compassionate mother said, "I know. I also know that
somewhere in the North, a mother or a young wife mourns for them as
we do for ours."

 

And that loving deed, they said, set in motion what has become
known as Memorial Day.

 

More important than the fact that there are mothers, fathers,
wives and children grieving over the death of soldiers on either
side of the field.

 

And something we must always keep in mind

 

Is that God loves those souls on either side as well.

 


	I am amazed right now, that as aggressively as our
soldiers are fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan

	Just as aggressively others are working to win the
souls of the Iraqi and Afghani people to Christ.



 

The missionary efforts toward these and other Muslim nations has
multiplied enormously since the war began.

 

One American pastor has been killed as he, along with a group of
pastors here in the United States, left the security of their
pastorates in an effort to win lost souls in downtown Bagdad

 

I am all for fighting the war on terror.

In fact my only objection right now is that I do not believe we
are fighting that war aggressively enough.

 

We have allowed the liberals and the politically correct crowd
to back us down to a policing practice instead of a military
exercise.

 


	The wishy washy Washington politicians don’t care a
lick for the souls of men.

	But they will sure pitch a fit when someone tries to
stand for righteousness.



 

They are the ones I believe are killing our soldiers by not
giving them the moral backing to go and fight to win a war.

 

 

Ultimately our Soldiers died so others might one day hear
who Jesus is and be saved.










Chapter 4
THE GRAVE IS NOT THE FINAL RESTING PLACE


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him.

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord
shall not prevent them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Wherefore comfort one another with these
words. (KJV)

  

I understand that the word cemetery was coined by Christians and
that it means “sleeping place.”

 

Every grave will one day be emptied in a resurrection of the
dead.

 

But it is not all a happy ending.

 

Acts 24:15 says

…..that there shall be a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and unjust. (KJV)

 

Daniel 12:2 says

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. (KJV)

 

Heb 9:27

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment: (KJV)

 

The question for today is

Are you ready for that judgment?

 

When you go into eternity, will it be


	To heaven or to hell?

	To everlasting life or to everlasting
contempt?












Chapter 5
Conclusion


2 Sam 2:23

…. and it came to pass, that as many as came to the
place where Asahel fell down and died stood still.
(KJV)

 

It is fitting that we take a day to stand still beside the place
where our soldiers lay.

 

And remember


	That the battle is a spiritual one against sin and the
only real victory is through faith in Jesus Christ

	That God loves souls on either side and our real fight
is to see them saved whoever they may be and

	That the grave is not the final resting place, either
for them or you and me.



 

Maybe the reason why tomorrow will be about picnics and fishing
and camping trips instead about standing still near a soldier’s
grave

 

Is because we don’t want to be reminded

And we don’t want to face the lessons those sites teach.
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