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Thank you for purchasing this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. While I
have proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many
mistakes. I have also developed my own style for sermon preparation
that seems to work well for me to use as I preach from the pulpit.
I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it will add
rather than distract from the effectiveness while you read.

Secondly I would ask that, should you find the book is helpful
to you, or if you have questions you would like to ask me, that you
feel free to contact me. My e-mail address is
marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

To order my book 
The Foot of the Cross, paperback edition click on the
link

To order my book 
Think On These Things paperback edition, click on the
link



To order my book 
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Chapter 1
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST


Acts 1:1-3

 

Much as been said, in the last month, concerning the Passion of
the Christ.

 

Mel Gibson’s movie by that title has stirred debate of all types
among both the saved and the unsaved.

 

Ø       Debate has been
waged over the issue of anti-Semitism; does the movie display a
hatred for the Jews?

Ø       Debate has been
waged over the violence of the movie; Hollywood, who is willing to
turn any type of gross graphic event into a movie scene, has been
condemned for attempting to make the suffering of Christ on the
cross as vivid as possible

Ø       Debate has been
waged as to the Scriptural accuracy of the movie. Gibson attempted
to present the crucifixion from as literal an interpretation as
possible, but it was clouded by his strong Catholic
persuasion

Ø       Debate has even
been waged among independent Baptists as to whether we should be
going to see the movie. Baptist preachers, who have long stood
against attending movies, and who have not been to a theater in
20-30 years, have gone to the picture shows to see this
film.

 

I frankly have little interest in seeing the movie.

Ø       Movies cost more
money than I want to pay

Ø       Movies take more
time than I want to take

 

I understand that this particular movie is all in Latin so you
have to read the captions to know what is being said - If I am
going to have to read it anyway, I for sure would rather read the
Bible than the movie!

 

But I am thankful for this - that the movie has caused people to
consider the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

 

The passion of the Christ.

 

The word passion is only found one time in all of the Bible and
we have read that one account.

In the context of the passage it refers obviously to Jesus’
death burial and resurrection.

 

But Jesus was passionate about more than that.

 

In fact - it was His passion for other things that lead Him to
the cross.

 

Webster’s New
Collegiate Dictionary says that the word
“passion” means, among other things;
“1. A powerful emotion or appetite as love joy hatred anger or
greed… 4. An emotional display, especially of anger.”

 

But Strong’s concordance says that the word translated
“passion” has to do especially with
“suffering.”

 

I want to preach this morning about the things Christ is
passionate about:

 

I. CHRIST IS PASSIONATE ABOUT HIS FATHERS
HOUSE

John 2:13-17

And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went
up to Jerusalem,

And found in the temple those that sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the changers of money
sitting:

And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he
drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and
poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the
tables;

And said unto them that sold doves, Take these
things hence; make not my Father's house an house of
merchandise.

And his disciples remembered that it was written,
The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. (KJV)

 

Remember that Webster’s Dictionary says that the word
“passion” means “an emotional
display of anger.”

 

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary says it means, among other things,
“zeal.”

 

Jesus was so zealous for the house of God that not only once,
but on two separate occasions He drove these merchants from the
Temple.

 

The account in John took place in the early years of Jesus’
ministry

 

Matthew describes Him doing basically the same thing three years
later.

 

Matt 21:11-13

And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of
Nazareth of Galilee.

And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out
all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the
tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold
doves,

And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be
called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of
thieves. (KJV)

 

It wasn’t just that they sold things in the Temple - the Old
Testament gave them permission to trade sacrificial animals for
money.

 

It was that these men were thieves about it.

 

Ø       They were
dishonest

Ø       They were gouging
the people with unfair costs and unjust balances

 

There is nothing wrong with us, for instance, selling books and
such at our church or an evangelist selling his tapes and CD’s.

 

There is something wrong with using the House of God to “rip
people off.”

 

Can you see passion in the Lord actions?

 

Ø       He is
angry

Ø       He is
zealous

Ø       He is
emotional

 

And it wasn’t just about selling things unjustly that bothered
him.

 

He was zealous for the truth.

 

He called the leaders of the Temple

Ø       Whited
Sepulcres

Ø       Serpents, (Snakes)
and

Ø      
Vipers

 

He was so passionate for the truth that when Peter, one of His
closest associates rebuked Jesus for saying He would killed and
raise again the third day Jesus responded thusly;

Matt 16:23

But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the
things that be of God, but those that be of men.
(KJV)

 

Jesus was passionate about His Father’s house.

 

He could be driven to angry emotion when the things of God were
desecrated and mistreated.

 

Can you imagine almighty God overthrowing these tables and
driving these thieves out of God’s house?

 

I wonder what He is doing in heaven as He sees the corruption of
the modern church?

 

Ø       When just about
any activity is used to get a crowd, whether it is right or
not

Ø       When just about
any doctrine will be preached, so long as it attracts a large
congregation

 

I wonder what Jesus is doing about that in heaven?

 

Christ is passionate about His Father’s House

 

Secondly,

II. CHRIST IS PASSIONATE ABOUT LOST SOULS

Rom 5:8

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
(KJV)

 

What love, what passion the Lord must have for us that He
would

Ø       Give up heaven’s
glory

Ø       Take upon Himself
and human body

Ø       Expose Himself to
Satan’s temptations

And then

Ø       Die Himself for
the sins of lost men

 

Illustration:

I read a story that goes like this,

During World War II, an enemy submarine approached a fleet of
ships in the North Atlantic. The captain of one vessel spotted the
white mark of a torpedo coming directly at his ship. His transport
was loaded with literally hundreds and hundreds of young soldiers
on the way to the European front. He realized they would not have
time to maneuver to avoid the torpedo. He grabbed the loudspeaker
and cried out, "Boys, this is it!"

Nearby, though, a little escorting destroyer also observed the
torpedo. The captain ordered, "Full speed ahead." His ship steamed
into the path of the torpedo. The destroyer was blown up; it sank
very quickly. Every man on it was lost. The captain of the troop
transport ship sadly commented, "The skipper of that destroyer was
my best friend."

 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friend" John_15:13

 

But there is something greater than dying for a friend:

Rom 5:7-8

For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us. (KJV)

 

The price that Jesus paid for our salvation demonstrates the
passion He has for the salvation of lost souls

 

Philippians  2:5-8 says it this way

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus:

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God:

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men:

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. (KJV)

 

Isaiah 53:2-10 describes Christ’s suffering this way;

…he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire
him.

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces
from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him
not.

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.

He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of
the living: for the transgression of my people was he
stricken.

And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the
rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth.

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of
the LORD shall prosper in his hand. (KJV)

 

Jesus endured all that He endured for one reason only -

So the hell bound sinner would be forgiven and have assurance of
a home in heaven.

 

And now that salvation for all men has been paid for in the
suffering of Jesus Christ, He boldly offers

 

John 6:37

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
(KJV)

I just do not understand why a person would not come to Jesus
and be saved the first time they hear about Him!

 

He is passionate for His Father’s House

He is passionate for the salvation of lost souls

 

Thirdly

III. CHRIST IS PASSIONATE ABOUT HIS CHURCH

Eph 5:25

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave himself for it; (KJV)

 

Here is an interesting verse; we use it to teach a husband to
love his wife properly, but often we forget that the primary lesson
is not about the husband wife relationship, but the relationship
Jesus Christ has to His church.

 

And the Bible says He loved the church so much He gave Himself
for it.

 

Jesus is passionate about His Church

A. It is His by purchase

Acts 20:28

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood. (KJV)

 

Jesus Christ shed His blood, not just for the individual person
who trusts Him and gets saved, but so those who get saved can
become a part of His local church.

 

He saves us, not so we can be lone rangers, but so we can be a
part of His coalition - the local church.

 

B. It is His to build

Matt 16:18

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it. (KJV)

 

I see the emphatic here, “I will
build my church.”

 

1. “I will” is a promise from the Lord.

This church belongs to Him - He will see to it that it does with
He designed it to do.

 

2. “I will,” carries a pronouncement from the
Lord

This church belongs to Him - I had better let Him build it His
way, not mine

 

3. “I will” teaches me a principle from the
Lord

Since He is building His church, and he does it with people -
the place for me to be once I am saved is in His church.

 

C. It is His to protect and lead

Eph 1:22-23

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him
to be the head over all things to the church,

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all. (KJV)

 

The safest place in all of the world for a Christian to be is
inside the Lord’s church.

 

Conclusion:

Illustration:

I read this week the story of two adult sisters who loved each
other very much. They spent many hours together and were the best
of friends, even after having their own families.

 

One day, one of the sister came to visit the other and found the
house on fire.  She could hear screaming and crying and knew
that her sister and her baby were still in the house.

 

She rushed into the home and got the baby, bringing her out to
safety, but her sister was still inside.

 

One more time she raced into the burning house and saw her
sister’s unconscious body at the top of the stairway.  Just
then the stairs themselves exploded into flames and there was a
wall of fire between her and her sister.

 

But her love for her sister, would not allow her to do nothing
else. She ran through the flames to her sister and, unable to get
back down the stairs, drug her sister to a window and, with flames
now filling the entire house, dropped her unconscious sister
out.

 

Her sister sustained a broken hip from the fall, but was saved
because of the efforts of one who loved her so much.

However, by this time, the flames had burned the rescuer too
much. 

 

She died from her burns and from breathing the smoke filled air
in the house.

 

Her love - her passion for her sister, compelled her to give her
life in exchange for her sister.[1]

 

Now let me ask you -

What is it that matters to you?

What are you passionate about?

 

I would like to suggest to you that, if Jesus felt like

Ø       His Father’s
House

Ø       The salvation of a
soul and

Ø       His
church

Were worth getting passionate about - don’t you think we would
do well to be passionate and driven about the same things?

 






[1] Dr Tom Malone, Tom Malone
Preaches on Salvation, Sword of the Lord Publishers














Chapter 2
YET 40 DAYS


Acts 1:1-3

 

What does 40 days mean to you?

1. 40 days from today I will have my 32 bday.

2. Just over 40 days ago my mother in law died

 

40 days can seem like yesterday or it can seem like an eternity
away.

 

I was speaking to a man at work this week and some where in the
conversation I said that Jesus walked among men for 40 days after
He rose from the grave.

 

He walked up to me later and asked it there was anything special
about 40 days in the Bible.

 

He remarked that the flood was 40 days long.

 

I did a little study on that and I found five times when
something happened for 40 days.

 

There may be more than that, but there are at least 5 times.

 

And, although right now I wouldn’t want to categorically state a
specific spiritual meaning for 40 days I did learn something that
blessed me.

 

For instance:

Every time the story points to what Jesus Christ does for
men.

 

I don’t want to go through all of them, but as an example;

 

The first time something happened for 40 days and nights was
during the flood.

 

The flood was a terrible and tragic thing.

 

But the entire story of the flood centers around an ark, and the
8 people and all of their pets that were saved inside.

 

The ark is a type of Jesus Christ.

 

Who endured all of God’s judgment so we who are in Christ like
Noah was in the ark, are safe.

Folks that is what salvation is.

 

Eternal judgment is coming.  There is no way around it.

 

But if you will just trust Christ to save you he will place you
“in Christ” and lift you up out of the eternal judgment that awaits
unsaved people.

 

If you are not sure you are saved today you need to take action
ad find out how to be saved!

 

What I want to do this morning is use these five times where
something happened for 40 days to carry us through  a true
Bible story.

 

I. MOSES ON THE MOUNT

Exodus 24:18

 

Moses was instructed of God to climb to the top of the mount,
where he fasted  for 40 days and 40 nights.

 

As God told Moses God’s righteous standards for men.

 

During those 40 days God gave Moses a list of over 600 rules
that God said man must follow to be righteous.

 

In the New Testament book of Galatians, 3:21 the Bible refers to
the list God gave Moses and says,

“Is the law then against the promises of God?  God
forbid!  For if there had been a law given which could have
given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law!”

 

That is telling us that the only possible way to get to heaven
by your good deeds is to obey those 600 and some rules.

 

The people who are trying to get to heaven by

Church attendance won’t make it

giving to charity won’t make it

baptism won’t make it

being good won’t make it

following the 10 commandments won’t make it.

 

Because the Bible tells us that there is only one way that God
has ordained to work out your own salvation and that is to follow
all the law.

 

But there is a catch.

 

James 2:10 says

“Whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend in one point,
he is guilty of all.”

 

In order to earn you own salvation by the law God gave Moses YOU
HAVE GOT TO KEEP ALL 600 AND SOME RULES ALL YOUR LIFE WITHOUT
BREAKING ANY OF THEM!

 

You know what the Bible says?

 

Gal 3:22

But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin… ”

 

Romans 3:19

Now we know that what things soever the law saith it saith to
them who are under the law that every mouth may be stopped and all
the world may become guilty before God.”

 

There is no man other than Jesus who has been able to keep the
whole law.

 

So nobody has ever been saved by the law.

 

What we learn from Moses’ 40 days on the Mount is that all men
are guilty sinners before God.

 

There is none righteous, no not one.

 

II THE STORY OF THE FLOOD

Gen 7:11-12

 

This is a story of judgment.

 

In Gen 6:3 God said,

“My Spirit shall not always strive with man… ”

 

God was saying

“I am getting tired of man’s sin and I won’t put up with it much
longer!”

 

I believe God is love just as much as anybody.

 

Many times the only thing that keeps me going is the knowledge
of God’s love and despite my failures and sins.

 

God loves me!

 

But God hates sin

And God will not always strive with men.

 

God’s judgment is coming again.

 

He is going to destroy the world and millions of people with it
just like He did in Noah’s day.

 

The 40 days of rain tell us that God is going to punish those
that are guilty under God’s standards.

 

That is ALL OF US!

 

From here, the story takes an up turn.

 

III. THE STORY OF NINEVEH’S PREACHER

Jonah 3:3-10

 

Here is the story of a city so wicked that God would strive with
them no longer.

 

The cup of their iniquity was full and God was about to destroy
them.

 

That describes the condition of mankind today.

 

God has just about had it!

 

However in Niniveh, even though God was fed up with their sin,
HE STILL LOVED THEIR SOULS!

 

So He sent Jonah ahead of time to warn them what was to happen
and give them a chance to repent.

 

Even though we are all sinners and even though sin will surely
be judged

 

THE 40 DAYS OF JONAH’S STORY TELLS US THERE IS A CHANCE TO
ESCAPE!

 

IV. JESUS FASTING IN THE WILDERNESS

Mark 1:11-13

 

Here we find the story of Jesus as He enters public
ministry.

 

Jesus began His ministry by spending 40 days and 40 nights
enduring temptation by the devil.

 

What we are experiencing here is HOW JESUS CHRIST, Who is God in
flesh dwelling among men, VOLUNTARILY ALLOWED THE DEVIL TO TEMPT
HIM LIKE AS WE ARE.

 

Only unbelievably more intense.

 

And he did it without sin.

 

Hebrews 4:15 tells us “He was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin.”

 

That holy, righteous standard that we can’t help, Jesus Christ
kept perfectly!

 

And He did it so that He could go to the cross and offer up to
God sinless, perfect human blood.

 

Now, because of Christ there is not one person one man, woman or
child that has to go through the judgment.

 

Through Jesus Christ and only through Jesus Christ we have a
chance to escape!

 

There is judgment coming

And there is a salvation provided.

 

Unfortunately not everyone takes it.

 

You remember that ark that Noah was on?

 

The ark would have held a bunch of people but only 8 got on.

 

The rest didn’t believe God would be so cruel as to send a
flood.

 

V. JESUS SHOWED HIMSELF ALIVE 40 DAYS!

Acts 1:1-3

 

Jesus began His public ministry on this earth being tempted 40
days.

 

He ended His public ministry on this earth showing Himself
alive, after His death, being seen of man 40 days.

 

These 40 days offer two kinds of hope:

 

1. First, it proves that He is God and that He can save.

 

The fact that Jesus raised from the dead is proof that
everything He said before He died was true!

 

Think about Noah one more time.

 

He had no proof that his Ark would float.

 

There was no way to test it.

 

We do have proof that Jesus can save.

God tested Him for us!

 

He died

Bore the sins of the world

descended to hell.

 

AND CAME BACK SAFELY!

 

2. Secondly, these forty days offer us the hope of eternal life
- even if our bodies go to the grave.

 

Jesus has emerged victorious over death and He has promised us,
“Because I live ye shall live also!”

 

We have something eternal to live for today.

 

Now, given the story of the 40 days, I believe it is easy to see
why we make so much of Jesus Christ.

 

A Scottish Christian of a few centuries ago used to say, “I’m
just a sinner, I’m nothing at all.  But Jesus Christ is my all
in all!”

 

I hope that is your testimony too!

 

 










Chapter 3 YE
SHALL BE WITNESSES


Acts 1:1-8

 

I want to preach a message based upon a sermon preached by Jesus
AFTER HIS RESURRECTION.

 

Now there are many things we could preach about out of Acts
1:1-8.

 

But I want to reach in and go to the heart of the message.

 

In verse 8 Jesus said, “ye shall be witnesses unto me.”

 

There are some details ad distinctions also given, but the real
message, in its distills, and purest sense, boiled down to the
basic matter is,

YE SHALL BE WITNESSES.

 

So I want to preach this morning on the subject, and may God
bless it.

 

Please consider first,

I. THE DEMAND

Ye shall be witnesses

 

Demand is a harsh word.

 

I considered finding something slightly softer to use -

Like exhortation

or encouragement or

challenge.

 

But I decided to use demand for a couple of reasons:

 

A. I needed a “D” to make my outline be
alliterated.

 

It may no be very important to you that my points in my outline
all start with the same letter, but it is important to me.

 

IT IS THE ONLY WAY I CAN REMEMBER WHAT I AM SAYING!

 

How would YOU like standing in front of 70 to 100 people and
forget what you were saying?

 

I wanted to use the word DEMAND because it would be easier for
me to remember!

 

B. I also decided to us it BECAUSE THAT IS WHAT THIS
IS!

 

The words are strong words.

 

Jesus did not give options.

He did not provide any outs.

 

He told them exactly what He expected them to do and in such a
way THEY KNEW HE EXPECTED THEM TO COMPLY!

 

Did you notice He made no distinction among those that heard
Him?

 

He did not say, “Now Peter, you and John shall be
witnesses.  James, you will be in administration.  Mary,
you job is prayer!”

 

NO!

 

He said to all that were present, “Ye shall be witnesses.”

 

He also did not limit the locale of their witness.

 

They were to witness, “Unto the uttermost part of the
earth.”

 

We have all been guilty - if we have been witnesses at all, of
witnessing in our own town, but not while on vacation or away on
business or whatever, haven’t we?

 

Jesus did not say, “Now, when you are in Galilee, ye shall be
witnesses, but you can take a break in Jerusalem.”

 

He said, “be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, in Judaea, in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”

 

Be witnesses everywhere!

 

There is also no qualification on the class of people to witness
too.

 

I have heard people say, “I want to target my witnessing
ministry to the upper-class.”

 

Most upper-class people need to be saved, but Jesus did not say
to pick out one kind of people and only witness to them.

 

He just said “Ye shall be witnesses” PERIOD!

 

That is the demand.

 

Let’s consider next

II. THE DEFINITION

What is a witness?

 

A. The Greek word is the one from which we get the word
“Martyr.”

 

When we think of a martyr we think of someone who has died for
their faith.  But that is not the true definition of the
word.  We associate the word martyr with death because so many
witnesses died.

 

But both the Greek definition and Webster’s definition are the
same.  And with several different usage’s the definition boils
down to two things:

 

1. When used as a noun a witness is one who has personal
knowledge of something.

 

He has seen it

He know it to be fact because he was there

 

The Apostle John was expressing that kind of witness in 1 John
1:1-3 when he wrote;

 

That which was from the beginning, which we have seen with our
eyes which we have looked upon and our hands have handled of the
Word of life.

I will skip verse 2 and the first part of verse 3 says

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you.”

 

John was a witness.

 

He had personal knowledge about Jesus.

 

He had seen Him

Heard Him

Touched Him

 

HE KNEW JESUS

 

 

2. When used as a verb a witness is one who publicly testifies
to that which he personally knows.

 

John said that too didn’t he?

 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you… ”

 

He had personal knowledge about Jesus but He did not keep it to
himself.

 

HE DECLARED IT TO OTHERS.

 

B. May I apply this to our day?

 

A witness is one who is saved and says so!

 

Ps 107:2 says

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!

 

That takes in both definitions of a witness.

 

Being redeemed is the personal knowledge

Saying so is the public testimony.

 

One of the most intriguing facts of church history is that in
the 1700 & 1800’s the majority of pastors were not
Christians.

 

Being a minister was a position of respectability, much like a
doctor or lawyer today.

 

The town minister was very often the only educated person in
town and as such was highly esteemed.

 

Because of that, a lot of Fathers and mothers would encourage
their boys to go to seminary and become ministers because it was a
lucrative job.

 

Many of these guys could care less if they believed any of the
Christian doctrines.  ALL THEY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR WAS TO
KNOW THEM AND TEACH THEM.

 

They were, in effect, declaring things of which they had no
knowledge.

 

That is why the Wesley’s and Whitefields and Spurgeons made such
and impact.

 

When they preached, instead of being dry and dull and humdrum,
THEY REALLY BELIEVED WHAT THEY WERE PREACHING!

 

They had a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ.

They were saved, their sins were forgiven

AND THEY KNEW IT!

 

Because they knew it, they were preaching it with
enthusiasm.

 

They were true witnesses.

They were saved and said so!

 

Again, Jesus did not give options.

he expects His people to be witnesses.

 

And the two marks of a witness are

To be saved - to know personally Jesus Christ has forgiven your
sins.

 

To declare what you know!

 

We have seen

#1 the demand - “Ye shall be witnesses”

#2 The Definition - saved and say so

 

Let’s consider now

III. THE QUESTION

Are you a witness?

 

By the way, did you notice I did not use a “D” for my third
point?

 

I couldn’t find an acceptable synonymn for question that started
with a D!

 

And besides, IT’S MY OUTLINE, I CAN DO WHAT I WANT WITH IT!

 

Are you a witness?

 

A. It is a serious question

 

1. First of all because having a personal knowledge
of Jesus and salvation is the only hope of going to
heaven!

 

Think of how short life is.

The Bible says life is a vapor that appeareth for a little time
and vanisheth away.

 

 

On the other hand, FOREVER IS SUCH A LONG TIME!

 

Most of us today live for now.  That time is only a vapor,
and ignore what will happen to us in eternity.

 

Mark Tanguay told me about a guy he spoke with this week who
said, “If you’re right - if we do live for eternity after death -
IT COULD BE A REAL BUMMER!”

 

He is right!

 

But it doesn’t have to be!

 

We can, by come to Jesus and asking him to forgive us, HAVE ALL
OUR SINS FORGIVEN AND BE ASSURED OF A HAPPY LIFE THROUGH
ETERNITY!

 

Are you a witness?

 

Do you have a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ?

 

Another reason this is a serious question is

2. Because God has planned it so those who do not
have a personal knowledge gain that knowledge through the public
declaration of those who do.

 

Imagine what a tragedy it would be if every Christ stopped
talking about the Lord!

 

Romans says we are saved by faith

faith cometh by hearing and

how shall they hear without a preacher?

 

We could say witness, how shall they hear without a witness?

 

Imagine something else:

Imagine that you were the only person left who had a personal
knowledge.

 

Would your present witnessing be enough to make a
difference?

 

Are you a witness?

 

B. Being a witness MAY NOT BE WHAT YOU
THINK

 

1. You don’t necessarily have to stand on a street
corner and preach.

 

We all see those jokes about long haired, white robed guys
standing on the street corners with the sign ‘ THE WORLD IS GOING
TO END.”

 

That doesn’t have to be you.

 

2. It doesn’t mean you have to go door to door
selling Jesus

 

I think it is sometimes very important to go to people’s homes
and invite them to church and so forth.

 

But we can be pleasant.

 

Some of you have told me you object to it because what you
picture is the JW’s witnessing style.

 

But you don’t have to be like that.

You can smile

You can invite them to church and

You can talk to them about the Lord if they allow and politely
leave if they don’t.

 

3. Witnessing can be

 

Reading your Bible in the lunch room at work or school

And talking to those who ask you about it.

 

Consoling somebody who is hurting and telling them how Jesus can
help

 

Calling somebody and inviting them to come to church with
you.

You see - it doesn’t have to be unpleasant!

 

Witnessing is simply knowing what Jesus has done for you and
telling others about it!

 

Jesus said

Ye shall be witnesses.

 

My question is

Are you a witness?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










Chapter 4
READYING FOR REVIVAL


Acts 1:1-8

 

 

I am of the opinion that one of the most important things that
happens in our church life happens during revival meetings.

 

Revival preachers are each different from the other.

And they accomplish different things in their ministries.

 

Brother Bramblett’s ministry is one that tends to restore and
encourage members of the church.

While we do want to pray for souls to be saved and added to the
church during the revival- This revival focus will be more on
building the current members so we are better able to please the
Lord together.

 

But I do not take this revival time lightly.

 

I am asking God to do some powerful things among us.

And I want to ask you to do the same.

 

So tonight I want us to concentrate on Acts chapter 1 and the
things that took place here to prepare for that revival.

 

Notice first there was,

I. AN EARNEST DESIRE FOR GOD’S BLESSING

Acts 1:5-8

 

Jesus told the disciples to wait for the promise of the Father,
and that the promise would be power from the Holy Ghost to be
witnesses around the world.

 

A. Can you imagine the desire that Jesus’ instruction
would have caused?

 

Ø       They would
have had to wonder what that promise would be
like.

Ø       They would
have had to wonder

o        How they
would know when they had that promise.

o        And how
they would be able to use that promise

o        And what
would be the results of using the promise.

 

And, it seems to me that they would have HAD TO HAVE REALLY
WANTED TO GET THAT PROMISE!

 

Ever had someone tell you, “You are not going to believe what I
got you for Christmas?  You are going to love it so
much!  I can hardly wait until Christmas so I can give it to
you!”

 

If they had kept quiet about it, put the package maybe towards
the back of the tree so you couldn’t see it and all of that, you
would have been O.K. 

 

But OH NO!  They had to tell you how excited about what
they got you they are and THAT JUST INCREASES YOUR DESIRE TO FIND
OUT WHAT IT IS YOURSELF!

 

Seems to me that is what would have happened to these disciples
here.

 

Jesus told them

Ø       They were
going to get a gift not many days from then.

Ø       The gift was
promised them from the Father, And

Ø       They were
supposed to wait in Jerusalem until they received
it.

 

THEY MUST HAVE BEEN DYING TO FIND OUT WHAT IT WAS!

 

***As a pastor, a great deal of my reading is occupied with
articles written by other preachers, about revival, how to have
revival, the marks of revivals of the past and so on.

 

It is an issue which consumes those of us who are serious about
the work of the Lord.

 

WE WANT TO SEE THE LORD DO MIGHTY THINGS AMONG US!

 

But I sometimes think that the members of our
churches do not have the same concern.

 

They have heard so many messages about revival.

They have attended so many revival meetings

 

That they just don’t see the importance of having a

Real,

Heaven sent,

Holy Ghost,

Sin repenting,

Devil kicking,

Bible believing revival!

 

And

B. I am here to tell you tonight that no real revival is
going to take place until the Christians REALLY WANT
IT!

 

Until we come to the place that seeing God do marvelous things
among us is an all consuming passion –

 

Ø       Something we
long for,

Ø       Something we
pine away for,

Ø       Something we
don’t feel like we can survive until we see

 

Then we most likely will not see revival take place!

***I am reminded of the story about Jonathan Knox of
Scotland.

 

Queen Mary said she feared the prayers of John Knox more than
all the armies of her enemies.

 

Knox had that kind of power in prayer because he was known to
pray with a passion

 

“GOD, GIVE ME SCOTLAND OR I DIE!”

 

***I am reminded of the psalmist’s words,

“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee oh God.”

Psalm 42:1

 

And I am saying to you that until we Christians get to
feeling that way about revival - no real revival is going to take
place!

 

Ø       If it is
something we can take or leave.

Ø       If it is
something we simply tolerate the preacher talking
about.

Ø       If it is just
some sweet pie in the sky type of subject to us.

 

Then there will be no revival - especially in our own
hearts!

 

They earnestly desired this revival.

They couldn’t hardly stand it, they wanted it so badly!

 

Secondly

II. THERE WAS AN ANXIOUS HOPE

Acts 1:9-11

 

They were looking for Jesus to come again!

 

A. This one doctrine is probably the key to real
revival.

 

Ø       It stirs our
hearts to serve the Lord when we think of Him coming
again.

Ø       It encourages
us to keep up the battle when we think of Him coming
again.

Ø       It compels us
to try to win souls when we think of Him coming
again.

Ø       It motivates
us to confess our faults and forsake our sins when we think of Him
coming again!

 

No wonder Jack Van Impe, for years, has passed out a lapel pin
shaped in a trumpet and displaying the words,

“Perhaps Today!”

 

That truth all by itself is enough to bring about revival - IF
IT GETS INTO OUR SOULS!

 

B. I like referring to the Pre-Tribulation rapture as
the imminent return of Christ.

 

The word imminent means, “looming, ” or “impending.”

 

And that is exactly what the rapture of the Christians to heaven
is.

 

Ø       It is looming over
us. 

Ø       It is an impending event,
which could take place at any moment.

Ø       It serves to rescue the
Christian from the horrible trials the unsaved will face on this
earth.

 

That’s why the Bible calls it the Blessed
Hope.

 

But it also serves starting point of the pouring out of God’s
wrath on the wicked.

 

And when you think of it that way - AND THEN THINK IT
COULD HAPPEN AT ANY SECOND

It changes you!

 

Prior to the revival of Acts 2, the believers had

An Earnest Desire for Revival, they had

An Anxious Hope for the Lord’s Return,

 

And, third, they had

III. AN EAGER PRAYER LIFE FOR CHRIST’S
BLESSING

Acts 1:12-13

 

A. I am not sure we could ever understand the
desperation with which they must have prayed unless we can
understand something of the situation they were in.

 

You have to remember that just 40 days earlier they had watched
as their greatest hope was crucified and killed.

 

These are believers who know just how angry this world can get
at people who know the truth and tell it boldly!

 

But these were also believers who had witnessed that same Jesus
raised again from the dead.

 

I FIGURE THEY HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO TELL FOLKS WHAT THEY
KNEW!

 

Ø       If you had
personally seen Jesus Christ crucified.

Ø       If you had
participated in His burial, then

Ø       If you had
held Jesus, spoken to Jesus, and heard Jesus speak to you after He
rose again.

 

Do you think you could keep yourself from talking about it?

 

I think these believers KNEW that conscience was going to compel
them to tell what they know.

 

But I think they also KNOW that, if they do not have the
blessing of God upon them,

TELLING WHAT THEY KNOW COULD BE DEVASTATING!

 

Their prayers for this revival, and for the power of the Holy
Ghost in witnessing

MUST HAVE BEEN SO MUCH MORE INTENSE THAN OUR FEEBLE PRAYERS
TODAY!

 

B. I am convinced that, before we can see real revival
from God, we have got to come to the place where we pray for it
with

 

Ø       More
earnest,

Ø       More
fervency,

Ø       More
intensity

Than we have ever prayed for anything before!

 

Fourthly, the believers of Acts 1

IV. FOLLOWED WILLINGLY

Acts 1:15-25

 

I personally struggle with this passage.

 

I am not convinced in my heart that Peter was right in leading
the church to elect a replacement for the dead apostle Judas.

And yet, I do have to acknowledge that this action is not
censured by the Lord anywhere in the Bible.

 

What I do want you to see is that, when the Apostle Peter stood
and made this recommendation, the church willingly followed.

 

I am thoroughly convinced that little is ever
accomplished without those who will follow the leadership God
establishes over them!

 

A. I think of David.

David had already been anointed as King by Samuel the
Prophet.

 

Ø       He knew there was going to
be a day when he was leading the nation of Israel.

Ø       He may have already had
some plans in his head about how he would do it when it came to be
his turn.

 

But David also recognized that Saul was the current king of
Israel, and David did everything he could to help Saul be a good
king!

 

THAT IS GOOD FOLLOWSHIP!

 

B. When a person reads Ephesians chapters five and
six about being filled with the Spirit of God, one of the
things that is immediately noticeable is that

EVERYBODY IN THAT PASSAGE IS FOLLOWING SOMEBODY!

 

We are talking about those things which led to the revival of
Acts chapter 2 and we have identified

Ø       An Earnest Desire for
Revival

Ø       An Anxious Hope in the
Lord’s Return

Ø       An Eager Prayer Life for
the Promise

Ø       A Willingness to
Follow

 

I see one more important element in preparation for revival
here;

There was

V. PLENTY OF GOOD LEADERSHIP

Acts 1:13; 26

 

Nothing constructive happens without leadership.

 

You read through the Bible and you will find over and over that,
when God got ready to do something significant with mankind -

HE CALLED OUT A LEADER!

 

What I want you to see here is that, THERE WAS MORE THAN ONE
PERSON INVOLVED IN LEADERSHIP.

 

I understand that, when push comes to shove, there has to be

Ø       One person who has the
ability to make a final decision. 

Ø       One person with the plaque
which says, “The Buck Stops Here!”

 

And yet, no true leader can lead on his own.

He will always rally to his side other men, just as capable of
leading, who will take ownership and leadership of some portion of
the task under him.

 

***That’s what Moses’ father in law recommended while he was
leading that huge nation across the wilderness.

 

***That is even what Jesus did when He called out the Apostles
and began to train them to do “a greater work than Christ Himself
had done.”

 

***That’s even what Barnabas did when he was called to go to the
church in Antioch.

 

When he saw the potential of the church, he immediately got Saul
(later Paul) to come and help him in the work.

 

***In Acts 13 we find a list of five “prophets and teachers” in
this one church at Antioch.

 

And, just as I am convinced that no work of God will progress
into revival without a church full of people who are willing
followers.

 

Neither will it enter revival without PLENTY OF STRONG
LEADERS!

 

I am not talking about the kind of rebellious leaders like Korah
was to Moses - and got jealous and tried to take control from
him.

 

I am talking about the kind of leaders like Joshua was, who
would

Ø       Lead the soldiers into the
battlefield and swing the sword with them,

Ø       While Moses was on the top
of the mountain praying for them.

 

The church that would enter into revival needs members who can
catch the vision of their pastor and rally together others in the
church to help the preacher accomplish what God places upon his
heart!

 

There are plenty of people who will say,

“That pastor is crazy, it can’t be done!”

 

A church, which would see revival, has leaders within it who say
to the congregation,

“With God, all things are possible, let us rise up and
build!”

 

Every preacher I know longs to see revival.

 

Ø       We pray for
it

Ø       We preach
about it

Ø       We bring in
Evangelists and have them hold meetings we hope will be the start
of it.

 

I tell you, God wants to give it.

 

And Acts 1 gives us some great insight in how to get it.

 

We must

Earnestly Desire it

Anxiously Hope for it

Eagerly Pray for it

Willingly Follow for it,  and

Excitedly Lead towards it.

 










Chapter 5 WE
CAN TO THIS


Acts 1:1-9

 

The Bible says in

1 Corinthians 2:14 KJV 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

 

There is in Scripture a series of contrasting truths that can
twist up the mind of the student of the Bible if he is not really
spiritual

 


	An unsaved man will consider them
contradictory

	A worldly Christian will see them as confusing
and

	A spiritual Christian will only understand them by
faith



 

For instance:

The Bible says all our righteousness is as
filthy rags but then it says

We might be made the righteousness of God in Him

 

The Bible says we are saved by faith, not of
work, but then it says

Faith that has not works is dead, being alone

 

The Bible says, “without
me [Christ] ye can do
nothing” but then it says

“I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.”

 

The Bible says in the world ye shall have
tribulation, but then it says Jesus has given us peace.

 

And then there is this one;

The Bible says, “ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.”

 


	The unsaved person would say that to attempt
this would be foolish and a waste of time

	The worldly or carnal Christian would say this
is impossible to do so what is the use but

	The spiritual Christian can, by faith, accept
both the meaningfulness of this commission and the possibility of
it.



 

One of the greatest things that can happen in your
life and in mine is when we come to really buy into
the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ for His church.

 

When we see soul winning and missions, not as just some
marketing strategy or another program of the church to take our
money, but as the means by which the Lord plans to genuinely bless
us

 

Our lives will be radically changed for the
better.

 

Some forty days after Jesus Christ was resurrected from the
grave and

Just before He ascended to heaven


	Bodily

	Visibly and

	Gradually



 

Jesus Christ commissioned the church to be,
“witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth”

 

So important is this commission to the church that it is
repeated in various forms) in three of the four gospels as well as
in the Book of Acts

 

Matthew 28:18-20 KJV 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.

 

Mark 16:15 KJV 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.

 

John 20:21 KJV 

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

 

And I am here this morning to give you a piece of good news
about this Great Commission.

 

We Can Do This!

 

This is not some impossible Jesus sent us on just to frustrate
us

This is not meant to be something so difficult that we would
throw up our hands and murmur “what’s the use.”

 

The Great Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ is completely
do-able.

 

We can do this!

 

I. WITH THE POWER OF THE
LORD

 

As I read the context of the four times this commission is given
I find two sources of supernatural aide offered to us

A. There is the promise of the power of the Holy
Ghost

Acts 1:4-8 KJV 

And, being assembled together with them, commanded
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of
me. 

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence. 

When they therefore were come together, they asked
of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel? 

And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power. 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.

 

A person can hardly miss the connection between the power of the
Holy Ghost and being witnesses.

 

People tend to make the Bible say almost anything they want it
to say.


	Some say the power of the Holy Ghost is so we can speak
in unknown tongues

	Some say that the power of the Holy Ghost is so we can
heal the sick



 

But Jesus said He gave them the power of the Holy Ghost for this
one purpose; so they could be witnesses unto Him.

 

Two things I notice about receiving this power from the Holy
Ghost

1. It comes only after waiting

Jesus told the disciples to wait for the promise.

 

We are in way too big a hurry these days.

 


	We don’t have time for revival meetings and long Bible
conferences

	We don’t have time for sermons that are fully developed
and give us something besides a simple outline or a motivational
thought and

	We don’t have time to wait in a quiet place together
listening to what the Lord might say.



 

Someone told DL Moody that the world has yet to see what God can
do with one man fully surrendered to Him.

 

I think the world has not seen since Acts 2 what God can do with
a church that will truly wait on Him.

 

Secondly, this power of the Holy Ghost

2. Comes as a result of praying

Acts 1:14

 

Luke 11:13 KJV 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

 

In my mind I see the waiting and the praying as the same
thing.

 


	Praying is asking something of God

	Waiting is sticking around until He gives
it



 

The second source of supernatural aide in the Great Commission
is

B. The promise of the presence of Jesus
Christ

Matthew 28:18-20 KJV 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.

 

Again note that this promise is in direct relationship to the
Great Commission

 


	As we go and teach all nations

	As we go and baptize the converted in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Ghost

	As we go and teach them to observe all things
whatsoever Jesus commanded



 

As we do those things, Jesus will always be with us.

 

Note that He said, “…even unto the end of the
world.”

 

So


	This was not a promise only for the first
church

	It was not a promise for just the churches in the days
of revival

	This promise applies even to those who are witnesses in
the end times that I believe we are living in today.



 


	It might be that there will never be another major
national revival like there were 100 years ago or
more

	I might be that that in these days here will be more
false professors than true believers



 

I believe the Bible indicates that both of those will be marks
of the end of the world

 

But I can say with absolute certainty that up until the very
last day before Jesus calls the Christians to heaven –

 

Jesus is present with us whenever we go and


	Witness the saving message of Jesus
Christ,

	Urge the professing saint to submit to baptism
and

	Teach the believers all things in the Word of
God



 

We can do this!

We can be witnesses as Jesus Christ commissioned us

 

With the Power of the Lord and

 

Secondly

II. WITH THE SENDING OF THE CALLED

Acts 13:1-3 KJV 

Now there were in the church that was at Antioch
certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and
Saul. 

As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I
have called them. 

And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their
hands on them, they sent them away.

 

In the Book of Acts God gives us the contrasting examples of two
churches and how they responded to the Great Commission.

 

A. First there is the church in Jerusalem.

Scholars believe that the church there grew to have maybe 50,000
to 75,000 members.

 

Some neat things happened in the church:


	They fellowshipped with one another daily

	They had members who sold their possessions and gave
the money to the church to help care for the members who were
poor

	They had members who were great soul winners and who
were very godly believers



 

But what you don’t read about is any of those members striking
out into other towns and countries carrying the Gospel.

 

Not until God allowed persecution to cause this church to blow
apart, scattering its members around the world.

 

On the other hand there is

B. The church in Antioch in Acts 13

 

We do not know how many members this church had.

 

We do know that it had gathered an impressive group of preachers
and teachers.

 

And we know that rather than keeping those members there; this
church sent at least some of its members out to obey the Great
Commission.

 

Here is the thing though

 

They did not send out just anybody

They sent out those who were called of the Lord.

 

We are not asking anybody to do what they do not believe is the
will of God for them to do.

 

But we are asking everybody to ask what the will of God is.

 

In order to obey this Great Commission two things are
necessary

1. Christians must be sensitive o the calling of the
Lord and

2. Church must be willing to send those who are
called

 

I did notice that the Holy Spirit told both Saul and Barnabas
AND the church that they were being called.

 

I don’t think the church is under any obligation to send those
they have not been told by the Lord were called.

 

There should be a confirmation from both.

 

But when we get in tune with God.; when we listen for His choice
of calling…..

 


	We can do what Jesus has commissioned us to
do.

	We can be witnesses not only in our home town, but to
the uttermost parts of the world.



 

We can do this

With the power of the Lord

With the sending of the called

 

And thirdly

III. WITH THE HELP OF EVERYONE

Matthew 28:18-20 KJV 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. 

Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.

 

Notice the words “go ye.”

 

The commission is not giving to a select few in the church but
to all of us.

 

It is true that not all of us are called to go in the same sense
as Paul and Barnabas were…..

 

But all of us are responsible for the sending the gospel around
the world.

 

God likens the church to a body and says

1 Corinthians 12:14-20 KJV 

For the body is not one member, but
many. 

If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I
am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body? 

And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye,
I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body? 

If the whole body were an eye, where were the
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the
smelling? 

But now hath God set the members every one of them
in the body, as it hath pleased him. 

And if they were all one member, where were the
body? 

But now are they many members, yet but one
body.

 

Just as in the body not every member is


	An eye or

	An ear or

	A nose



 

Not every member of the church is


	A pastor or

	An evangelist or

	A missionary



 

But every member can contribute to the Great Commission

 

If God has called us to go – do it

If God has not called us to go

 

We can pray for those who go and

We can give to those who go

 

And Paul said when we give the work the missionary does counts
as

“fruit to our account.”

 

Conclusion:

We can do this!

 

We can be witnesses …. both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.”

With the power of the Lord

With the sending of the called and

With the help of everyone

 


	And that is why we are hosting the missions conference
beginning Wednesday night and urging all of you to attend every
night

	And that is why we encourage everyone to participate in
Faith Promise Missions giving.



 

The Great Commission of the church is


	Commanded of the Lord

	Necessary to win souls and

	It is do-able



 

With the power of the Lord

With the sending of the called and

With the help of everyone

 










Chapter 6
THE CHURCH'S INHERITANCE


Acts 1:1-11

Here is one of the most dramatic stories in all of history.

 

Can you imagine what it must have been like to have been there,
hearing the last words Christ spoke while still on this earth, and
then watching as He was lifted up to heaven?

 

I can easily see why they would have been looking up and
gazing.

 

You wouldn't have hardly believed what you had seen.

And at the same time, you wouldn't have wanted the event to
end.

 

Here in these verses, you have

Christ's last counsel - wait for the
promise

Christ's last commission - ye shall be
witnesses, and

Christ last countenance  - a cloud
received Him out of their sight.

 

We also have, within these verses,

The Church's Inheritance.

 

When Christ left, He did not leave us forsaken, forgotten, or
without.  Christ left us with some great things,

 

Three of which I would like to tell you about tonight.

 

We have inherited

I. AN UNFINISHED PURPOSE

Acts 1:8

"Ye shall be witnesses … "

 

As I have said over and over, I consider it one of our greatest
blessings, that Christ has given us a purpose.

 

He has given us a task to complete

He has given us a work to accomplish.

 

There would be nothing, as far as I can see, worse than just
existing!

 

Without work,
man is of little worth.

 

Check out, sometime, how those who do not work live.

 

Many times they are unkempt, and sloppy.

 

They do not take care of the things they have.

Nor do they take good care of themselves physically.

 

It is not that they do not have the money to take care of them,
because it doesn't cost anything to tidy up your house, and wash
your hands and face.

 

It is that they do not care!

 

They things that they have do not matter to
them

And they place very little worth in
themselves.  So they do not take care of themselves or the
things they have.

 

The truth of the matter is that we find worth in having a
purpose.

We fight to exist when we have a reason to exist.

 

Christ has given us a purpose!

If we have nothing else, we have, as Christians a reason to
exist in the purpose of Christ!

 

Notice three things under this heading:

 

1. What is our Purpose?

"Ye Shall be witnesses unto me …
"

This is the greatest purpose a person can ever have!

 

To tell the good news about Jesus Christ

To point the way to eternal life

To show people how they can have their sins
forgiven

To introduce souls to the Sinless Saviour

 

Paul was thankful to have this purpose

! Timothy 1:12

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who hath enabled me
for that He counted me worthy, putting me in the
ministry.

 

The Apostles rejoiced in being given this purpose

Acts 5:41

And they departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his
name. (KJV)

 

God has called us TO BE WITNESSES

 

2. When Are We to Witness

"… after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you …
"

 

The Apostles were instructed to wait in Jerusalem until they had
received  the promised power of the Holy Ghost.

 

They were not to do the work of the ministry in their own
strength.

They were not to use there own resources.

 

They were to wait until they had received the Holy Ghost.

 

A. That tells us first, that God is not interested
in the work of those who are without Christ and
unsaved.

 

There are those who are hoping that by "working" for Christ,
they can earn their own way to heaven.

 

They hope by going to church, giving their tithes, getting
baptized, reading their Bible, telling people about church, that
they can impress God enough that he will forgive their sins and let
them into heaven.

 

NO SIR!

 

Jesus said WAIT!  Hold off your service until

AFTER you have been saved,

AFTER Christ is in you and

AFTER you have received the Holy Ghost!

 

Of course, those of us who have attended this church any length
of time already know that the very moment we get saved, we receive
the Holy Ghost.

 

This was a different era, when Acts was written.

 

***Jesus had lived personally among them for 33
years.

***The Bible was only half complete.

***And the Holy Ghost did not begin to dwell within the
saved at the moment of salvation until after Acts, chapter
two.

 

B. Secondly, it tells us that God is not interested
in the work done by Christians who do not think they need the
Lord.

 

Any Christian can be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit of
God at any time, if he or she will only realize they need His
blessing and surrender to Him.

 

Trouble is, so many times, we think we can do the Christian
thing all by ourselves.

 

If I may, I think Christ is telling us here that if we think we
can do this without Christ's blessings, stay out of the way!

 

You'll only frustrate yourself, and you may hurt the name of
Christ!

 

***Get right with God!

***See that without Christ you can do
nothing.

***Get the sense that the work of the ministry is a
supernatural work - impossible for men to do.

 

And, when you have come to the place that you understand that
you desperately need the Lord, you are ready to serve HIM!

 

Once you come to realize that the work of God cannot
be done (by men) you are ready to begin doing it!

 

And then, notice with me

3. Where we are to Witness.

"… in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth …
"

 

Of course, the literal fulfillment of this passage was
accomplished nearly 1800 years ago.

 

I say that, because you and I, from the standpoint of the men
Christ originally commissioned here, ARE THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE
EARTH.

 

So now we use this passage to apply to us today as
representing

 

Our Home Town

Our State

Our Country, and

Our World

 

I guess the idea to grasp is, WE ARE RESPONSIBLE TO WITNESS TO
THE WORLD!

 

God has placed upon us the burden of carrying the gospel,
through various means, worldwide.

 

***That is why our church supports
missions.

***That is why our church runs a bus ministry. and
Sunday School program,

***That is why our church has personally sent Mike and
Virginia Coverett to Wales, and

***That is why we planted Ocean Breeze Baptist
Church, in Tillamook, and plan to plant Yaguina Bay
Baptist Church in Newport.

 

We have inherited AN UNFINISHED PURPOSE

 

Secondly, we have inherited

II. AN UNCHANGING PRESENTATION

vs 2

 

I am referring here to the message Christ gave us to give.

 

It never changes, yet it is always relevant!

 

What a wonderful message Christ gave the church to give.

 

We find it in Matthew 28 as

Win them to Christ

Baptize those who are saved, and

Teach them to obey

 

Someone else summarized them as

Win 'em

Wet 'em, and

Work 'em

 

I want to use three other words to summarize the message Christ
gave us to preach …

 

1. A Message of Salvation.

Rom 1:16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation, to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek.

 

Our message is first and foremost, a message of salvation!

 

Which means

Forgiveness of sins.

Any thinking human knows he has sinned and there is some
consequence for it.

 

The burden of sin is a heavy one to carry, and ultimately, it is
the one that kills us all! (The wages of sin is death.)

 

But Christ came to take away the sins of the world.

 

Praise God, our message is one that proclaims forgiveness from
sins.

 

Righteousness before God

He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him.

 

Sin has messed up our relationship with God.

 

The message we preach is one that can repair that
relationship.

 

The Bible says that ours is a ministry of reconciliation.

Helping people to have peace with God.

 

Rescue for Hell

Our most important task is pulling people out of the flames of
hell!

 

Ours is hero type work!

 

It is like the fireman, who rescues the child from the
flames

Or the soldier that risks his life for the sake of his
countrymen, most of whom he will never know
personally.

 

Our message is a message of salvation!

 

2. A Message of Sanctification.

1 Thess 4:3

"This is the will of God, even your
sanctification … "

 

We not only get to tell people how to get right with God, but
how to stay right with God!

 

We tell them about a Bible that can keep them from
sin.

We tell them about a prayer life that can bring them to
God.

We tell them about a church that can help them to
grow.

 

And

We teach them the doctrines that fill them with
truth

We teach them the promises that can give them
hope

We teach them the commands that can cause them to stay
pure.

 

The message we have
regenerates in that it saves the
soul.

The message we have
rejuvenates, in that is gives new
life

The message we have refreshes
in that it brings real joy.

 

A message of salvation

A message of Sanctification, and

 

3. A Message of Service.

Titus 3:8

"… that they which have believed in God might be
careful to maintain good works … "

 

God has called us to work for Him.

Now, that work is summarized by the word Witness.

 

But it can take several forms of service within the Local new
Testament Baptist Church.

 

It might be service through soul winning
ministries

It might be service through Sunday School
ministries

It might be service through support
ministries

 

But it will always be service that has as its goal winning
people to Jesus Christ, Baptizing them into the Church and teaching
them to Obey the Lord

 

And, if it is Scriptural service, it will always be service

authorized by, organized through, and active in, a local new
Testament Church!

 

 

We have inherited

AN UNFINISHED PURPOSE

AN UNCHANGING PRESENTATION, and

 

III. AN UNFAILING PROMISE

Acts 1:4

"… but wait for the promise of the Father which ye
have heard of me … "

 

Of course, the promise referred to here is that of the filling
of the Holy Spirit of God, which was fulfilled on the day of
Pentecost.

 

But it reminds me of another promise.

 

In this case, Christ was leaving, and sending another
comforter.  The Holy Ghost so that God was with them
always.

 

The other Promise is found in Matthew 28:20

"… Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world."

 

In both cases it is a promise of God's presence.

 

I would like to give to you tonight three occasions when you can
expect the Lord to be with you:

1. He is With You When You Witness

Matt 28:20

 

What a blessing it is to know that whenever you witness to
someone about the Lord, He is right there to help you!

 

No Child of God ever goes out to talk to souls about Jesus
Christ except that Christ is His Witnessing partner!

 

I mean what ever hour, you have planned to go

JESUS IS ALWAYS FREE!

 

When those opportunities to witness that you hadn't planned come
about,

JESUS KNEW ABOUT IT AHEAD AND HE IS THERE!

 

During those witnessing times when you can literally feel the
power of God, of course Jesus is there.

 

But he is there again during those times when

no one is home, or

no one will speak to you, or

someone is rude to you.

 

I mean you cannot witness without Jesus being there!

He is there when you are teaching a group in your Sunday
School Class.

He is there when you are witnessing to just one or two
in a work lunch room.

 

There isn't a type of person you can witness to without Christ
being there;

He is there with you when it is a family member you
are witnessing to,

And He is there when it is a stranger you just met
and you are witnessing to them.

 

Jesus is with you when you are witnessing.

 

2. Jesus is With You When You are
Suffering.

 

I am thinking about the three Hebrews in that fiery
furnace.

Serving Christ got HOT for them!

 

But right in the middle of the most difficult time of their
life, the Son of God was walking beside them!

 

I am thinking about old Daniel in the den full of
Lions.

He had done nothing that he could be accused of his enemies, so
they made it against the law for him to pray to God.

 

Daniel was a man of enough character that he did that which was
right, even thought doing so could be difficult for him.

 

And sure enough, they caught him, and had him cast into the den
of lions.

 

But right there, with him all night, was the angel of Lord who
shut the lions mouths so they would not harm him.

 

God says

"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that which you are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear
it.

1 Cor 10:13

 

He is with you when you suffer.

 

And finally

3. Jesus is With You In Glory

John 14:1-3

Jesus is making our home in glory

Jesus is the one who made it possible for us to
go to glory

Jesus is going to come personally to escort us
to glory, and

Jesus will be forever with us in glory

 

The Church's Inheritance

 

An Unfinished Purpose

An Unchanging Presentation and

An Unfailing Promise

 

Are you fulfilling your purpose?

Are you giving our the presentation? and

Are you resting in the Promise?

 

Let's serve the Lord with joy, with vigor, and with all our
hearts

 

Seeing what He has left us!

 

Let's Pray
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Chapter 7
BECAUSE OF THE RESURRECTION


Acts 1:1-14; 2:1

 The passage  we have just read introduces us to
several remarkable things that took place 10 DAYS AFTER JESUS
ASCENDED TO HEAVEN.

 

 We are told that, after Jesus rose from the dead, that he
shewed Himself alive for 40 days.

 

 And, by the way, THE MOST IMPORTANT FACT IN
CHRISTIANITY IS THAT JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD!

That is why our Lord gave so much time to proving His
resurrection.

 

 During those 40 days, he was seen touched heard, and
fellowshipped with. NOTHING IN HISTORY HAS BEEN AS ADEQUATELY
PROVEN AS THE FACT THAT JESUS CHRIST DIED AND THEN ROSE AGAIN FROM
THE DEAD THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS LATER!

 

 In fact, Dr. Simon Greenleaf, a noted attorney once tested
the facts of Jesus' resurrection and concluded that there was more
proof that Jesus died, was buried and rose again, than that
Alexander the Great even lived!

 

 This world is filled with religions. BUT ONLY TRUE
CHRISTIANITY HAS AT ITS ROOTS, AN EMPTY TOMB WHERE JESUS ONCE LAID
DEAD, BUT IS NOW RISEN AND ALIVE IN HEAVEN!

 

Jesus shewed Himself alive for 40 days after His death, burial
and resurrection,

And then, after telling His disciples to wait in Jerusalem until
they had received the promise from the heavenly Father.

 

Jesus ascended up into Heaven in a literal manner so all who
were there could see.

 

Now we go to Acts 2:1 where it says,

"When the day of Pentecost was fully come… "

 

Pentecost means 50 days. The Jews celebrated the day of
Pentecost as a holiday 50 days after the Passover.

 

It was 50 days after the passover, 50 days after Jesus' death
burial and resurrection, AND 10 DAYS AFTER JESUS ASCENSION TO
HEAVEN THAT THE DAY OF PENTECOST TOOK PLACE AND GOD BLESSED THE
CHURCH THERE IN JERUSALEM MIGHTILY!

 

The day of Pentecost is no doubt the greatest day that
has taken place in the history of Christianity!

 

 It was on that day that God empowered the church of Jesus
Christ with the power of the Holy Spirit.

 

 It was on that day that 3000 souls got saved.

 

 And it was on that day that 3000 people were baptized and
added to that local church!

 

And all that took place BECAUSE OF THE
RESURRECTION!

 

Now, with that said, I want to take you to Acts chapter two and
show you three very important things that happened;

BECAUSE OF THE RESURRECTION;

 

 BECAUSE OF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION; THERE WAS

I.  THE FILLING OF THE HOLY GHOST.

 Acts 2:2-4

 

This was the promise that Jesus said they were supposed to wait
for!  Jesus said that they would receive power after that the
Holy Ghost was come upon them and they would be witnesses.

 

That power that filling to be witnesses was given to them on the
day of Pentecost.

 

And I am here to tell you this morning that there would
have been no chance  for this filling had there been no
resurrection of Christ!

 

In John 16:7 Jesus said

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

 

You see, it was because Jesus died, was buried, and then rose
again that He was able to send the Comforter or the Holy Ghost to
us!

 

No resurrection of Christ, NO FILLING OF THE HOLY GHOST!

 

If there had been no resurrection of Christ, all the effort that
man could bring forth for God's service would be futile!

 

Because it is the filling of the Holy Ghost that gives
us the power to serve God!

 

###It is the filling of the Holy Ghost that gives us the power
to be witnesses and win souls to Jesus Christ… .

 

###It is the filling of the Holy Ghost that gives us the wisdom
to understand the Word of God.

 

###It is the filling of the Holy Ghost that enables us to
accomplish the Great Commission and win souls, baptize the
converts, and teach them to live for Jesus Christ!

 

There are a lot of organizations that produce their own
converts, baptize them, and teach them to live according to their
rules,

BUT IF THEY HAVEN'T GOT THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, IT IS ONLY
THEIR WORK AND WILL NOT LAST FOR ETERNITY!

 

So Christian, YOU CAN THANK GOD TODAY FOR THE
RESURRECTION BECAUSE IT IS THE RESURRECTION THAT CLEARS THE WAY FOR
YOU TO HAVE THE POWER TO REACH THE LOST AND SERVE THE
LORD!

 

Have you won souls to Christ?

YOU CAN THANK THE RESURRECTION FOR THAT!

 

Have you grown as a Christian?

YOU CAN THANK THE RESURRECTION FOR THAT TOO!

 

Have you had some success in a Christian ministry?

THANK THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THAT AS WELL!

 

The greatest event that has EVER occurred on this planet
IS THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST FROM THE GRAVE!

 

Because of the Resurrection, we can be filled with the Holy
Ghost and have power to serve God!

 

Secondly, Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ we can
have;

II. THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE SAINTS.

Acts 2:41-44

 

This is what the local church is all about!

The church is a place created and ordained of the Lord Jesus
Christ as the headquarters for His work to be done, AND AS THE
PLACE WHERE THOSE WHO HAVE CHRIST IN COMMON CAN FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER
FOR MUTUAL ENCOURAGEMENT.

 

And that fellowship centers around the Resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ!

 

Someone said that fellowship was, A BUNCH OF FELLOWS IN THE SAME
SHIP!         

 

The word fellowship means to have things in common, or to
share.

 

The church, is a community of believers who are joined together
because they have several things in common;

 

1. They have Salvation in common.

Jude, verse 3 says

"Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation… ."

 

Those of us who are saved, are saved by a common
salvation!  The events and circumstances that led us to be
saved may be different.

 

Where we got saved may be different.

 

But all of us who are saved were saved by a Common Saviour, who
died once for all on the cross for all men!

 

The church does not include all people who believe in any form
of salvation… WE INCLUDE ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE A COMMON SAVIOUR AND A
COMMON SALVATION!

 

We include in our ranks as members only those who know they are
saved by Jesus.

 

Only those who know they were saved by grace and not works,

 

And only those who know they were saved!

 

2. We have a common baptism.

In Acts 2:41, those who got saved, also got baptized.

 

The church is a community of baptized believers, and they have
their baptism in common. Not just that they were baptized, but that
they were baptized

 

the same way

Immersion

 

by the same authority

The local baptist church. Pat Boone's swimming pool baptisms
wouldn't have cut it in the Bible days!

 

for the same reasons

not to help salvation, but to show that you are saved.

 

3. We have a common purpose

Which is to see Christ's name honored, and to fulfill the great
commission.

 

4. We have escaped a common judgment.

Which is an eternity in hell and the Lake of fire for our
sins.

 

5. And we have a common hope.

Which is to one day be like Christ, and with Christ in glory of
heaven.

 

Being a part of a local New Testament Church is the most
rewarding thing any of us can have in this life outside of our
relationship with a families… AND EVEN THAT WON'T BE RIGHT IF WE
AREN'T A PART OF A CHURCH!

 

But I am here to tell you this morning that all that we have in
common, and all that we gain through the fellowship of the
church

IS OUR'S BECAUSE OF THE
RESURRECTION!

We have a fantastic reason to celebrate today! The resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the grave has provided us with the means to
be;

Filled with the Holy Spirit and to have,

Fellowship with the saints in church,

 

And finally, it is because of the Resurrection of Jesus that we
can be a part of;

III. FINDING LOST SOULS AND WINNING THEM TO
JESUS!

Look again at Acts 2:41;

 

What a remarkable day that the disciples had that day!

 

3000 people saved and baptized!

 

But it did not happen UNTIL AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
JESUS CHRIST!

 

Even during the 31/2 years that Jesus lived and walked among
men, He never once saw a day with as much eternal results as this
one!

 

Think about the miracles of the Lord's ministry;

 

The raising of Lazarus;

Turning water into wine;

Healing the sick and giving sight to the blind.

 

Many souls were saved in Jesus' ministry on earth;

 

The demoniac of Gadera

The woman at the well

Nicademus

Blind Bartemaus

The man by the pool of Bethesda

 

And many others;

 

BUT NOTHING IN THE EARTHLY PUBLIC MINISTRY OF THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST COULD COMPARE TO THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE SAVED AND BAPTIZED ON
THE DAY OF PENTECOST!

 

Jesus had told His disciples that they would do even greater
works than He had personally done after he had gone to His father
and that is exactly what happened!

 

YOU SEE, IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST THAT
SO MANY SOULS COULD BE FOUND AND SAVED!

 

Every person who has ever gotten saved, and there have been
millions and maybe billions saved over the last 2000 years, every
person who has ever gotten saved;

 

has gotten saved because of the death, burial, and especially
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST!

 

1. When Jesus died on the cross, HE WAS SUFFERING FOR
OUR SINS!

 

The Bible says

"He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sins, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him.."

 

 Jesus did not die for His own sins, HE HAD NONE! 

 

He was in all points tempted like as we are, YET WITHOUT SIN!
Hebrews 4.

 

 Jesus had been examined by three courts the night before
His crucifixion. NONE OF THEM COULD FIND A CAUSE WORTHY OF DEATH IN
HIM!

 

The Jewish Sanhedrin, the ones who were pushing for His death,
had finally bought false witnesses, and Jesus was condemned to die
by them based upon the word of those false witnesses.

 

 The Jew's however, did not have the authority to actually
put Christ to death, so they took him to Pontius Pilate, the Roman
Governor, who said that He had done nothing worthy of death,

 

 Pontius Pilate, in an attempt to pass the buck to someone
else, had taken Jesus to Herod Agrippa hoping that he would either
get Jesus off, or take the blame for the unjust execution.

 

 Herod brought Jesus back to Pilate, who eventually gave in
to the demands of the crowd, washed his hands of the situation in
order to say he thought the crowd was wrong for killing Jesus, and
then let them have Christ to do as they willed.

 

Jesus died for our sins, not His!

 

After the cross,

2. HE WAS BURIED IN A BORROWED TOMB.

 

As if to say it would not be needed for long!  Jesus's body
laid in that tomb for three days and three nights.

 

And he took to the grave our sins!

 

3. On the third day, He arose for the
grave.

 

Other faiths and religions have a messiah, one who they follow,
but all of them have a dead messiah!  They go to a grave that
still has a body in it!

 

Only Christianity has an empty tomb!

 

That's why the symbol of true Christianity is an empty
cross!  Jesus no longer hangs dead there, but he is alive and
in heaven praying for us!

 

John 14:19

Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see
me: because I live, ye shall live also.  (KJV)

 

Because Christ rose again, He can give life eternal to those who
come to Him.

 

Because Christ rose from the dead, He can offer a home in heaven
to those who will ask.

 

And because Christ rose from the dead, he can promise that any
who will call upon Him for salvation will likewise rise again to
live forever with Him!

 

The resurrection is more that a holiday we celebrate once a
year!

 It is the central doctrine,

 The supreme difference between Christianity and all other
faiths.

 

Unfortunately, simply believing in the doctrine does not give to
us the benefits of the doctrine!

 

Saving faith is more than just believing for the devils believe
and tremble!

 

Saving faith means that one has obeyed the Word of God and come
to Jesus Christ in prayer, ASKING ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT JESUS
CHRIST WOULD APPLY HIS SHED BLOOD TO THEIR SINS, WASH THEM CLEAN,
AND GIVE THEM AN ETERNAL LIFE!

 

The Bible says, whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.

 

Because of the resurrection, Jesus Christ can hear the prayer
called out and promises to save any and all who will call.

 

Can you remember a specific time in your life when you called on
the Lord asking simply, that He forgive your sins and save you?

 

If not, why not pray that prayer today?

 

Let's pray

Preached at BBC Astoria
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Chapter 8
HOW TO HAVE SPIRITUAL POWER


Acts 1:4-8

 

I want to speak on the subject How to have Spiritual Power.

 

I imagine that if there is any desire in our hearts at all to be
used of the Lord, we would like to have this spiritual power.

 

Having the power of God in my life to pastor and preach is to me
the most important element of the ministry.

 

If I though for one minute that I would have to pastor in my own
power and abilities I am sure I would quit.

 

I know how Moses felt in Exodus 33 when God said he would no
longer be with Israel.

 

In verse 15 Moses said, “If the presence be not with
me, carry us not hence…”

 

In other words, “God, if you are not gong, neither are we!”

 

If I thought for a minute that I would step into the pulpit
alone, without God, I do not think I would step in!

 

And for that reason I spend a fair amount of time studying and
meditating on those portions of Scripture that deal with the power
of God.

 

As I think about it I see basically two types of Christians:

 

1. There are those who don’t think enough about the
power of God

 

It is very unfortunate that a good majority of God’s children
never consider whether or not they have spiritual power.

 

Some who witness, never pray for God’s power, never desire God’s
power

 

They attempt to obey the Lord in their own power.

 

While others do not even attempt to obey the Lord.


	They are saved

	They are Christians but



They have no desire to serve the Lord and no desire to have His
power.

 

If you are one who has spent not time seeking or even thinking
about spiritual power in your life, I trust this message would
awaken within you a hungering for the power which only comes from
heaven

 

2. There are those that think the wrong things about the
power of God.

 

They tend to think of it as some mystical moment when they are
slain in the spirit and receive visions or speak in tongues.

 

Because this is what they think, you generally find a couple of
different reactions:

 

A] They are always seeking this type of mystical
experience and are very often depressed if they cannot get
it.

 

B] The thought of those things happening to them
scares them, so they shy away from any hint towards the power of
God.

 

In reality the power of God has nothing to do with tongues or
visions.

 

It has to do with divine enablement to do what God has called us
to do.

 

And this power will result in souls being saved.

 

Every Christian needs God’s power to live in a way that is
pleasing to the Lord.

 


	If you are going to overcome sin

	If you are going to effectually pray

	If you are going to teach Sunday School

	If you are going to invite a friend to
church

	If you are going to witness and soul win



You need God’s power

 

And my prayer is the everyone of us would come to the Lord
seeking spiritual power.

 

I want to show you three things necessary to have spiritual
power

 

First

I. PRAY FOR IT

Luke 11:1-13

And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a
certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him,
Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples.

And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

Give us day by day our daily
bread.

And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every
one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil.

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a
friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him,
Friend, lend me three loaves;

For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him?

And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me
not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I
cannot rise and give thee.

I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give
him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he
will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you.

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.

If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a
father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for
a fish give him a serpent?

Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion?

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (KJV)

 

Everything worthwhile spiritually starts with prayer

 

And here the Lord gives us some lessons on effective prayer:

 

A. The model prayer

Vs 2-4

 

“Our Father, which art in heaven…”

 

The key elements of prayer ar

 


	Praise to the Lord

	Submission to His will

	Request for our needs

	Confession of our sins and

	Prayer for deliverance



 

B. The need for importunity and persistence

Vs 5-8

 

C. The assurance of answers

Vs 9-13

 

Jesus likens prayer to a child asking good things from his
father.

 

And just as an earthly father would give good things to his
children, our Heavenly Father plans to give the Holy Spirit to
those of us who ask.

 

Sure, you need to keep asking

Sure you will want to be persistence

 

But God’s Word has this promise….

 

When a Christian asks for the filling power of the Holy Spirit,
God is delighted to give us that filling.

 

In Acts 1 the Lord told the disciples to stay in Jerusalem until
they received the promise of the Father and He said that promise
was “..power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you…”

 

The disciples spent the next 10 days praying for that power.

 

Would to God we could have some prayer meeting like that!

 


	I hope you want to have the power of God in your
life

	I hope you won’t be content with doing things your own
way and in your own power

	I hope that God will create in you a thirst for
spiritual power from heaven



 

And if you have that thirst…pray for it

 

Secondly you will need to

II. GO FOR IT

Matt 28:18-20

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost:

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen. (KJV)

 

This is one of the most important passage in the New
Testament.

 


	It gives us our commission.

	It tells us why our church is here

	It declares to us what we are supposed to be
doing



 

But we are not supposed to do Matthew 28 in our own power.

 

Jesus said

All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth…God ye therefore…

 

And then He said, when we go; “…Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world, Amen.”

 

One evangelist sums up this whole lesson like this;

“No go, no lo.”

 

In other words,


	All the power of heaven and earth can be
ours

	The ever present fellowship of the Lord Jesus can be
ours



 

But we can’t have it if we don’t go into the world telling
people about Jesus Christ.

 

The way to experience the powerful presence of the Lord is to go
and witness…. Obey the Great Commission.

 

If you won’t go, you won’t experience the power.

 

So if you want spiritual power

You have to pray for it

You have to go for it

 

Finally, you will need to

III. WAIT FOR IT

Acts 1:4

And, being assembled together with them, commanded
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of
me. (KJV)

 

Jesus told the disciples to go back to Jerusalem and wait for
the promise, which is the spiritual power.

 

The word “wait” is a unique one.

It has many various meanings…. All of which are useful to us
today.

 

We must wait for the power in the sense of

A. Be still

Ps 46:10

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
(KJV)

 

I know I said we need to “go for” spiritual power.

 

But I don’t think we should ever go until we wait upon God and
are assured He will give us that power.

 

I am talking about waiting.

 

Nothing else

 

I am talking about getting alone with the Lord and begging him
to give us that power, telling him that we don’t want to go out in
our own strength.


	We don’t want to teach that class

	We don’t want to run that bus route

	We don’t want to talk to that young person about the
Lord

	We don’t want to knock on those doors



Unless and until we have God’s power!

 

Secondly we need to wait in the sense of

B. Dependence upon God

Isa 40:31

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
(KJV)

 

The word translated wait here means “to bind or twist
together.”

 

This is total dependence upon God;

We are bound to Him

We are inseparable from Him

 

John 15:5

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)

 

Thirdly we must wait in the sense of

C. Service to God

1 Cor 9:13

Do ye not know that they which minister about holy
things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the
altar are partakers with the altar? (KJV)

 

When someone waits tables or is a water, he is a servant.

 

We need to serve God to receive God’s power.

 

Conclusion

 

There is a desperate need today for Christians who have God’s
power in their lives.

 

With all that is going in our world

The widespread sin and ungodliness

 

We desperately need God’s power to turn things around.

 

I pray that God would burden you and lead you to seek spiritual
power.

 

And if you have that burden, the time to do something about it
is right now…

 

Let’s Pray

Preached at BBC Astoria 9-7-90
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Chapter 9 I
Witnessed a Wreck!


Acts 1:4-8

A couple of weeks ago, when my family and I were in Hillsboro to
preach, we watched a car Wreck!

 

We had gone shopping at a K-Mart store for several items. We
were back in the car, sitting at the intersection, waiting for an
opening so we could get on the road and come home.

 

The traffic was pretty busy, and the light had just turned red
at the intersection just away from us.  We were wanting to go
left, across two lanes of traffic, and a turn lane.  The turn
lane in front of us was filling up with cars waiting for the light,
but they had left a space in front of us so cars could get through
them into the store parking lot, and hopefully, so we could get
through there onto the road going home.

 

One car had already crossed through the line of cars in the turn
lane, and across the two lanes of oncoming traffic.  A second
car attempted to do the same thing.  Unfortunately, the driver
of the second car did not see that another vehicle was headed
towards her in the lane right in front of me.  The two cars
collided not more than 10 feet in front of us.

 

Close enough that Anita and I both thought the impact was going
to send them into our car!

 

At this point, our plans for the day were changed, at least for
a few minutes!

 

We couldn't get out the way we had planned because the wreck
blocked the lane in front of us and cars were backing up behind
us. 

 

Besides, I felt like I ought to see if I could be any
help.  I got out of our car, checked to see if either of the
drivers appeared seriously injured, and then went to get an
ambulance.

 

It happened that there was an ambulance at the same store we
were at, so we just had to point out the wreck, and they were there
in less than a couple of minutes.

 

Anita got our car out of the ambulance's way.  I spoke with
the drivers a bit to try to help settle them.  And then told
the policeman what I had seen.  After that, we were back on
the road home.

 

When I got in the car, I started thinking about the wreck and
the fact that Anita and I had witnessed it so closely.

 

I thought to myself, “That is exactly what witnessing for the
Lord is like!” 

 

Let me give you three things I observed about being a witness of
the wreck, and how that compares to witnessing about the Lord Jesus
Christ:

 

I. HOW EASY IT WAS.

It was surprisingly easy to be a witness to that wreck!

 

In fact, I had not even considered the idea of witnessing a
wreck that day. 

Without even trying,

without one day of wreck witnessing school. 

Without preparing in any way to witness a wreck, 

 

There I was WATCHING A WRECK HAPPEN RIGHT BEFORE MY EYES!

 

Nor did it take any real training to tell what I saw to the
police officer.

 

I did not have to learn any new terms.  

I did not have to learn the correct way to approach a police
officer.

 

"Hail oh mighty policeman, thou art the man in charge.  I
beseech thee, listen as I give you the description of what I
saw!"

 

All I had to do is to tell what I had seen! 

 

In fact, the only qualification for being a witness to the
wreck, was to personally see the wreck happen! 

 

Witnessing for Christ is no
different. 

 

You don't have to go to college. 

You don't have to become familiar with all the Christian
lingo. 

 

The only thing needed in order to witness for Christ is to have
a personal relationship with Jesus. 

 

Just tell folks how you got saved!

 

Now, it is true that when you witness, it is better if you think
through what you are going to say ahead of time so you make
sense.

 

While a witness to a wreck, or a crime, or whatever doesn't have
to be trained,  IT ALSO DOESN'T HURT IF HE IS TRAINED!

 

I was riding with one of the Astoria police officers one day
when we received a call that a baby-sitter had reported a little
three or four year old missing in a certain area of town.

 

We went to that area and began looking.

 

All of a sudden, the officer turned the car into this vacant lot
and said there he is.

 

I was amazed!  I wasn't driving the car, so I could devote
all of my attention to looking around for the kid.

 

And the lot was on my side of the road so I had a better view of
it, and I was looking in it.

 

But the policeman I was with saw him first.

 

Why?  BECAUSE HE HAS TRAINED HIMSELF TO LOOK FOR
THINGS.

 

Because I haven't trained myself to look for certain things, I
did not notice if the drivers of either of the cars was or wasn't
wearing their seat belt.

 

And, although I can remember that one car was red and the other
white.

 

I did not ever look to see what kind of car the red one was.

(I did look at the white one because the lady riving it kept
calling it her baby.)

 

In order to witness for the Lord, YOU DON'T HAVE TO RECEIVE ANY
TRAINING!

 

You don't have to memorize any Bible verses.

You don't have to join our Operation Go soul winning club.

 

But it would hurt if you did those things!

 

Because they will make you more effective witnesses for the
Lord!

 

It will make the difference between telling someone how to be
saved, and getting to watch them get saved!

 

When I was in high-school I worked in the wheat harvest.

 

Harvest really involved two operations.

 

One, driving the combines actually harvesting the wheat.

Two, driving a truck, hauling the wheat to the elevators.

 

Operating a combine paid better that driving truck.

 

BUT IT ALSO TOOK MORE TRAINING!

 

Now, there is nothing wrong with inviting people to come to
church where they get saved.

Nothing wrong with telling a person they ought to be saved, and
praying for them.

Nothing wrong asking a soul winner to go and win a friend of
yours to Christ.

 

Those are all VERY good things to do.

 

BUT THE BIGGEST BLESSING YOU CAN POSSIBLY KNOW ON
THIS EARTH, IS GETTING TO TELL SOMEONE HOW TO BE SAVED AND THEN
GETTING TO PERSONALLY LEAD THEM TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE IN JESUS
CHRIST!

 

And some good old fashioned training will help you get to do
that!

 

First, I noticed how easy it was to be a witness of the car
wreck.

 

Secondly I noticed

II. HOW DIFFICULT IT WAS.   

First, was that we had to watch the
wreck.  It wasn't pleasant to see. 

You should have seen Anita!

 

She was scrunching herself all up in a ball and stepping on the
floor as if she was putting on the brakes for the people and saying
over and over

 

They're gonna wreck!

They're gonna wreck!

 

(I am sure I was much more composed and level headed than
that!)

 

BUT I DID WONDER IF THEY WERE GOING TO HIT OUR CAR TOO!

 

It is not pleasant seeing people suffer!

 

I felt so sorry for both the drivers.

 

Their cars were a mess

They were out in the middle of traffic so every one could see
them.

They were hurt from the collision.

And they were both crying.

 

Whenever you witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, you will find
out that it isn't always pleasant to see how much people are
hurting.

 

Family problems

Financial problems

Marriage problems

Health problems

 

It hurts to see people hurt.  And when you witness you
can't help but see people hurt!

 

Garry Matheny was out door knocking one day, telling folks how
to be saved when he came to a house with the front door open.

 

Garry knocked on the door an yelled "hello, anybody home?"

 

In a second or so a Vietnamese man came out to the door. 
He looked panicked, and he had a towel wrapped around his head.

 

Brother Matheny asked him if everything was ok and then noticed
blood dripping from the towel.

 

Just a minute or tow before Garry had knocked on his door, he
had shot himself in the head with a 22 pistol.  The bullet had
not even knocked him unconscious.

 

It turned out, that the man was an engineer who had escaped
Vietnam during the war, leaving his wife and children behind. 
He had tried for years and years to get them out of the country and
to the US, but without success, and succumbing to the distress had
tried to take his life!

 

Brother Matheny called an ambulance, and then, while they waited
for it to arrive, led the man to Christ.

 

He became a member of the church Brother Matheny pastored and
grew in the Lord!

 

He had gone out to witness for Christ, and had seen someone
hurting!

 

Secondly, we had to get our car out of the way
for the ambulance and police.

 

 (Not easily accomplished in view of the traffic that had
piled up behind us.)

 

I asked Anita if she would back our car up and out of the
way.  Trouble was, all of the cars behind us didn't want to
get out of the way.

 

They wanted to just drive around the wreck and be about their
business

 

So they were honking their horns and pulling around her trying
to see if they could get around the wreck, an then having to back
up themselves when they saw they couldn't.

 

Witnessing for the Lord means working with people.

 

And people are not always easy to work with!

 

They get impatient.

They get irritable.

 

And they get to where they are upset at you just for trying to
be a good witness.

 

Thirdly, it took a considerable amount of
time. 

Something I had not really planned on. 

 

We had to wait for the ambulance

Then wait for the police

 

And then wait for the cars to clear so we could get out of
there.

 

Witnessing for the Lord takes time. 

 

You will never actually witness to people about Christ unless
you plan time for it.

 

You have to choose to take the time each week to go an talk to
people about the Lord.

 

And not everybody you witness to gets saved the first time you
talk to them!

 

So witnessing does take time.

 

As I was thinking about witnessing that wreck, I noticed
thirdly

III. HOW REWARDING IT WAS. 

Not that I had seen the wreck, but that I was there to be some
help!

 

Because we had witnessed the car wreck and were so close to
it,

I was able to
offer comfort to those involved.

The first thing I did was to go to both the drivers and ask them
if they were ok.  I then tried to offer them some comfort and
just to try to settle them down.

 

The lady in the white mustang was the oldest of the two.

 

She never tried to get out of her car.  When I went to her,
I asked if she was hurt and she said,

 

"I am ok, but how is my baby?"

 

I thought she must have gotten a head injury!

 

There was no baby in the car

And she was probably 60 or 65!

 

When I asked her what baby

 

She said

"MY car! It's my baby!"

 

Of the two, it sustained the least amount of damage!

 

I was able to offer her some encouragement there.

 

Next

I was able to
offer help in calling a ambulance.

Fortunately, there was an ambulance there at the store. The
driver was inside getting some lunch, but it wasn't difficult to
get him over to the wreck.

 

He called the police on is radio, so that took care of that.

 

And, I was able
to offer my firsthand testimony to the police.

Even though I did not notice if the drivers had on their seat
belts.

 

I did see very clearly what happened.

 

I could testify that the driver of the mustang was not
travelling too fast.

That the driver of the red car pulled out from behind that line
of cars in the turn lane, in front of the mustang.

 

When I left, I was able to feel a small sense of satisfaction in
knowing I had done a little to help in a really difficult
situation.

 

Witnessing for Christ is rewarding beyond the
ability to describe. 

 

As I said earlier, there is nothing in this life so thrilling as
to be a part of winning a soul to Jesus Christ.

 

And to witness a person move out of hell an into heaven!

 

But even beyond that, there are great rewards in witnessing.

 

We are able to know that even those who do not get saved, at
least now know how to be saved if they choose to be sometime in the
future.

 

And when a person does get saved, we get to partake in the
blessings of watching them grow up as Christians.

 

Mark Tanguay has got to go out on jumping fits every time he
sees Allen and Michelle Huston, or their kids.

 

Mark led those two to Christ.

But now he gets to watch as they grow for the Lord and friends
they have witnessed to have gotten saved an baptized!

 

Sometimes when you witness for Christ, you run into people who
are already saved, but have not gone to church in a long while.

 

Or who are really going through trials in their lives.

 

And you get to tell them that Christ can help them get through
their difficulties too!

 

And of course, the greatest rewards will be those we receive in
heaven after spending a lifetime witnessing for the Lord.

 

Won't that be something to get to heaven and see not only all
those you led to Christ personally, but those that were led to
Christ by those you led to Christ?

 

Jesus said, 

"Ye shall be witnesses unto me… "

 

Can you honestly claim that you have been a witness for the Lord
like you should?

 

Let's Pray

Preached at BBC Astoria  11/12/95










Chapter 10
MISSIONS


Acts 1:6-11

 

I have struggled to prepare this message because I sincerely
desire to be as helpful as possible today.

 

We are going to consider the subject of missions and I wish I
could answer all of your questions – I just don’t think I can.

 

Our missions conference is beginning this Wednesday I think more
than anything else will be designed to make you aware of missions
work.

 

There are three areas where you can be involved in missions

 

1. Prayer

When you know our missionaries, read their letters and pray
frequently for them you are involved in missions.

 

2. Support

When you give money designated to help our missionaries on the
field.

 

3. Surrender

Perhaps God wants some of you to surrender your life to missions
work.

 

I want to speak to you with the Lord’s help on

The foundation of missions

The fears of missions

The future of missions

 

I. THE FOUNDATION OF MISSIONS

Is purely biblical

 

The word mission is itself not found in the Bible.

 

But its meaning is, “the act of sending.”

A. Jesus Himself was sent as a missionary

 

John 17:18

“As thou hast sent me into the world even so I sent
them in the world.”

 

Jesus was sent by the Father

“to seek and to save that which was
lost.”

 

Before Jesus left this earth He said to the Father,
“I have finished the work which thou gavest me to
do.”

 

Jesus came to this earth so he could give Himself as a ransom to
pay for our sins.

 

When Jesus died upon the cross He paid for our sins.

 

But the story does not end there because Jesus rose again from
the dead and then

 

B. Jesus sent us to be missionaries

Acts 1:8

 

We don’t actually die to save people but we are sent to be
witnesses about how Jesus died to save.

 

By being a missionary minded church we are following the Lord’s
example and obeying Christ’s command found in the Bible.

 

C. The early Christians were missions
minded

 

Peter and John are found in the Bible preaching in

Ø      
Samaria

Ø       Joppa

Ø       Lydda

Ø      
Sharon

 

Paul started churches in

Ø       Asia

Ø      
Macedonia

Ø       Syria

 

The early believers definitely believed in trying to penetrate
the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

 

Christians who were forced to move away from Jerusalem or some
other well established church to a city without a church began to
tell about Jesus and soon established new churches.

 

And Christianity spread around the then known world because
those early Christians believed in missions.

 

They believed in sending people around the world to tell about
Jesus Christ!

 

The foundation of missions is in the Bible!

 

So if our church wants to obey the Bible we will be very
supportive of missions.

 

If you as an individual would want to obey the Bible then you
will also be supportive of missions.

 

The idea of missions, sending people to spread Christianity
cause some folks certain

II. FEARS ABOUT MISSIONS

A. Is it right to try to spread our personal
beliefs?

 

Doesn’t everybody have he right to believe as they please?

 

Yes they do.

 

I would be, I hope, the first to defend the right of another to
disagree with my convictions.

 

But we have also got to see the other side of this thing.

 

Sending a missionary to tell another the Gospel of Jesus Christ
is not forcing them to believe.  It is telling them the
truth!

 

And if you do not believe that the truth is Jesus Christ is the
only way to be saved, you probably are not saved yourself!

 

When you become absolutely convinced that this is truth, it is
normal to believe everybody needs to hear it!

 

Illustration:

I am not sure how Bro George learned to be an electrician but
probably he went to some kind of school.

 

Instructors taught him certain truths about electricity.

 

One of those truths he was taught was that if he grabbed a
ground wire and a hot wired at the same time, if there was enough
electricity running through it, it would kill him.

 

When the instructor told George that, he had the right to
believe or disbelieve the instructor.

 

But what kind of electrical instructor would not tell George
that truth just because he did not want to force his opinions on
another?

 

If we really believe that Jesus is the only way to heaven we
must believe it is worthwhile to tell people about Jesus!

 

B. Won’t giving too much to missions hurt our
church?

 

This is a good question.

 

First

1.  We need to support our local
church.

 

Our own church is our first missions project.

 

Look again at Acts 1:8

Missions begins at home!

 

If our home base dies out so does our foreign missions.

 

Fred Donnelson was the first mission’s director of the Baptist
Bible Fellowship.

 

He said

“The light that shines
farthest shines brightest at home.”

 

In order to have a good missions program we must strive to have
a strong local church.

 

People do need to learn to support the church first.

 

But

After you have gotten yourself into the pattern of helping your
own church financially

The next step is to give above that to missions.

 

As you abound in giving to both the local church and to
mission’s works you will be blessed of God.

You will

Ø       Be a part of
winning souls

Ø       Share in the
rewards in heaven

Ø       Gain a greater
love for those you support

Ø       Anticipate going
to heaven to receive “well done”

Ø       Be sowing seed
that God will be sure to return to you in good
measure.

 

2. But we Christians need to learn not to be self
centered, even as a church body.

 

It is easy in the early days of the church to get our eyes off
of God’s plan for the world because of our own financial
burdens.

 

If we are not careful our church can become more important to us
than lost souls and then we cease to be a New Testament church.

 

We should work hard to accomplish God work in our city.

 

But we must also keep our eyes and hearts open to the plan of
God around the world.

 

3. Church statistics show that those who give most to
missions give most to their local church.

 

Usually a church that increase in missions giving finds that
people also increase their giving to the church.

 

If people learn to give to missions above their tithes and
offerings to the church it will not hurt the local church to
emphasize missions.

 

C.  What would happen to Christian growth if we did
not support missions?

 

What would happen to lost souls if we don’t support
missions?

 

Think about it.

Christianity spread from just 12 disciples to the largest
religious faith in the United States and perhaps the world because
those early Christians believed

Ø       In telling others
about Jesus.

Ø       In trying to
persuade people to accept Christ and

Ø       In supporting
people would traveled the world telling souls of
Christ

 

If you are saved today it is because somebody believed in trying
to persuade you to accept Christ.

Ø       Somebody gave
money to pay a missionary

Ø       Somebody kept
giving so a pastor could plant a church

 

You are going to go to heaven because for the last 2000 years
Christians have financed missions!

 

 

I ask you, what would happen if our generation stops supporting
missions?

What would happen to our world?

 

The number of missionaries on the foreign fields is
declining.

 

Did you realize American spend over

Ø       20 times as much
money on dogs and cats as they do on missions?

Ø       40 times more on
alcohol and tobacco than missions and

Ø       100 times more on
recreation than missions

 

We even spent 1 ½ times more on chewing gum than missions!

 

If we could only learn to sacrifice so that sols can be
saved!

 

What will happen if we don’t?

 

They say that by the year 2000 less than 2% of the world’s
population will profess Christ.

 

And many of the 2% aren’t saved.

 

I fear the apathy that has conquered today’s Christian.

 

I fear that the concern for money and possession has so overcome
the average Christians that it will take Christ’s return to wake up
most of us!

 

I believe it is possible for our world to be reached but not by
Christians as they are today!

 

Ø       We must be
revived

Ø       We must be
repentant

Ø       We must be
involved in missions and evangelism!

Or we will lose our generation for Christ.

 

III. THE FUTURE OF MISSIONS

I mean specifically for our church.

 

A. My goal is to see each family and each working member
give something to missions

 

If we can gain a good increase in missions giving as well as
increase our own membership and income as a church I believe we can
see a great missionary conference put on each year with
missionaries and preachers coming into our church to be a part of
it.

 

I desire that we would see our Lord call some of our own people
to go into missions.

 

I would love in the future to be involved in missions projects –
financing building and cars and other needs to missions works

 

And I would like to one day spend a short time myself on
missions trips as well as sending church groups on short term
missions trips.

 

We face a tremendous challenge.

Not just here but around the world.

 

Will you do your part for missions?

 

Let’s pray

Preached at BBC Astoria 2-26-89










Chapter 11
HOME MISSIONS


Acts 1:8

 

A few months ago I sat down with a missionary to a foreign
country and shared with him my burden for starting churches in the
United States.

 

This particular missionary flatly stated this:

He believed

Ø       That America is a
fallen nation. 

Ø       That it is too
late to help the United States. and

Ø       That if God is
going to carry on a missionary outreach to the world, He will have
to use another country besides the United States.

 

He therefore believed it was a waste of money to invest in men
starting churches in our country.

 

Another missionary, speaking in our mission’s class while I was
in Bible college said,

“American cities do not deserve more churches.  When
cities of one and two million population in foreign countries have
no gospel preaching churches, no American city deserves another
church.”

 

I do believe that we must be burdened when we learn of entire
countries with no Gospel witness.

 

We must give sacrificially to send and support missionaries to
these lands, nearly deserted spiritually.

 

But I also believe that our first and our foremost priority must
be to start and maintain churches here in the United States.

 

We like to call church planting and local church starting

HOME MISSIONS.

 

I want to speak to you this morning upon the subject of Home
Missions.

 

Our own church is a product of Home Missions.

 

Bro Hunsburger and Bro Dean before him were both home
missionaries.

 

I came to Astoria in 1984 as a home missionary to start a local
church.

 

Our merger was the merger of two works with the same basic
burden - THAT OF PLANTING A NEW CHURCH FOR JESUS CHRIST.

 

I spoke with a lady one day out visiting door to door.

 

She said to me, “You know what I hear about you Baptists? 
I heard you teach your new pastors that if they can’t find a church
that needs a pastor, they should go and start their own!”

 

We do not believe that just any new preacher should go out and
start a church.

 

There is preparation, prayer, planning and approvals necessary
before a new church can be started.

 

But basically she heard right!

 

WE BAPTISTS ARE VERY INTERESTED IN SEEING NEW INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BIBLE BELIEVING BAPTISTS CHURCHES PLANTED!

 

Let me give you six reasons why I believe we need more churches
in America:

 

I. MANY CHURCHES HAVE DIED OUT AND PASSED
AWAY

 

Historically, even Biblically, it can be shown that this
happens.

 

Take Jerusalem for instance.

 

If there ever was a local church that shouldn’t have died away
it is the church at Jerusalem.

 

Founded by believers won to Christ, many by Christ Himself.

They witnessed the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ
and

Experienced the day of Pentecost.

 

Miracles were done in that church such as no one has seen
since.

 

And the teaching and preaching those people had come from men
hand picked by Jesus.

 

But that church is GONE today.

 

Time, wars, and persecution scattered those people and the local
church vanished.

 

In Revelation 2 and 3 we read seven letters to seven
churches.

These churches, located in the cities of
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea no longer exist today.

 

This does not mean that the institution of the local church has
died.

 

The gates of hell have not prevailed upon the church.

 

Even though time has taken its toll on areas and individual
churches, Satan has not been able to defeat the local church!

 

But churches have passed away.

 

Take for instance Spurgeon’s Tabernacle.

Just over 100 years ago Spurgeon preached to several thousand
people regularly. After he died the church did continue for a
time.

 

But it is no longer the mighty force it once was.

 

Churches do die. 

So more churches need to be planted to replace the ones that are
dead and dying.

 

I was able to find a 1973 fact sheet that shows in that year
THREE CHURCHES DIED EVERY DAY.

 

I have been in Astoria as a Pastor now for over 4
years. 

In that time I personally know of 10 churches that started and 4
that died.

 

We need to start churches simply to replace the ones that are
dying.

 

II. MANY CHURCHES THAT CONTINUE TO EXIST HAVE LOST THEIR
ZEAL FOR CHRIST.

 

Over and over again I have seen churches that

Ø       Once served the
Lord

Ø       Once won
souls

Ø       Once were growing
ad cared about people

Become apathetic. 

 

Ø       They believe the
right things. 

Ø       They preach the
Bible straight.  But

Ø       They do not obey
the great commission any longer.

 

In Revelation 2:4-5 we read that the church in Ephesus was like
that.

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because
thou hast left thy first love.

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except
thou repent. (KJV)

 

It is fine that a church believes what is right.

But if there is no zeal for Jesus and no effort to

Ø       Win
souls,

Ø       Baptize the
converts and

Ø       See the church
grow,

Christ is not pleased!

 

New churches need to be started to put a ministry in the area
with a love and zeal for God!

 

Astoria has several Baptist churches.  But it needed one to
put soul winning zeal back into the city!

 

If we allow ourselves

Ø      To become complacent,

Ø      To be satisfied just to love one
another, and

Ø      Not to try to reach new souls
and welcome them into our family

 

THEN ASTORIA WILL NEED ANOTHER BAPTIST CHURCH TO REPLACE OUR
LOST ZEAL!

 

III. MANY CHURCHES NOT ONLY HAVE LOST THEIR ZEAL, THEY
HAVE GONE LIBERAL

 

Liberal is really a vague word.

 

It means “generous and open minded.”

 

We ought to be liberal in our giving and in our love.

 

But not in our doctrines and in our walk with Christ.

 

A church is not liberal just because it disagrees with us.

 

But a church that is so open minded that it does not preach the
necessity of salvation

And a church that is so open minded that it does not preach
against sin and ungodly living.

 

IS A CHURCH THAT NEEDS TO BE REPLACED!

 

Let me give you and example:

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodists, was a great soul
winner and preacher.

 

God used him to call England and America to tremendous
revival.

 

Wesley was very strict in his preaching

Ø       Against sin,
of

Ø       The need of
salvation and

Ø       That Christians
should live godly.

 

Today the Methodist churches are liberal.

 

They have

Ø       Taken the blood
out of their songs.

Ø       Ordained women to
preach and

Ø       At a meeting of
local pastors our local Methodist pastor stood in favour of women
having the choice to murder the babies in their wombs by
abortion.

 

The Methodist church no longer preaches that men are sinners
that need to be saved.  They are liberal and they need to be
replaced.

 

Now, the same is true of many Baptist churches that have

Ø       Gone
liberal,

Ø       Are ordaining
women and

Ø       Supporting ungodly
associations.

 

We need to start more churches because

Some die

Some lose their zeal and

Some are now liberal.

 

IV. EACH CHURCH HAS A UNIQUE PERSONALITY THAT WILL
ENABLE IT TO REACH SOULS FOR CHRIST.

 

I have said this before, and mean it. 

If I had known that Bayview Baptist Church was in Astoria before
I came, I would not have started Lower Columbia Baptist Church 4
and a half years ago.

 

I had spoken to families in town that wanted me to come and
start a church.

I asked them to list all of the Baptist churches in town for
me.

They told me of them all except Bayview Baptist Church.

 

By the time I found out this church existed, I was
committed.

 

My heart sank the day I looked in the local Yellow Pages and saw
that Bayview was here.

 

But it wasn’t long before I saw why God put me here.

 

There were a number of people that I could reach at LCBC that
Bayview Baptist Church could not.

 

And Visa Versa.

 

Two churches may both be independent, fundamental Baptist
churches.

Both sound in doctrine and both zealous for the Lord BUT THEY
WON’T BE EXACTLY THE SAME IN PERSONALITY.

 

Some will like the style of the one and not the other.

 

And, sense the most important thing is winning souls; I think it
is good that there is a choice!

 

It always breaks my heart when we lose a family because they
don’t like my preaching style or our music.

 

But we can’t change all the time to fit the whole group’s
style.

 

And if someone would go to another sound church and receive
Christ, be baptized and attend faithfully THEN THAT COUNTS
MORE THAN MY FEELINGS OR OUR ATTENDANCE
NUMBERS!

 

V. EACH NEW CHURCH WILL SUPPORT MISSIONARIES AND FINANCE
A BROADER WORLD MISSIONS PROGRAM.

 

It is taking the average missionary nearly 3 years to raise
enough support to go to the missions field today.

 

I receive unbelievable numbers of calls from missionaries
seeking to raise support.  But most churches have their
missions budget up to full capacity already.

 

If we started more churches they would start fresh missions
budgets and seek missionaries to support.

 

We need to see more of this taking place!

 

VI. SUPPORTING HOME MISSIONS IS THE PRIORITY COMMAND OF
ACTS 1:8

 

Please notice that there are four places given to witness:

1. Jerusalem

2. Judea

3. Samaria

4. The Uttermost parts of the earth.

 

Now notice that the first 3 of these ARE ALL IN ISRAEL!

 

3/4 of the missions activity was supposed to be in the home
country!

 

For us

Jerusalem would be Astoria

Judea would be Oregon

Samaria would be the other states of the U.S.

 

If we were to use this principles in our missions giving 75% our
missions dollars would be spent in the United States!

 

I figured out this week.

Our church gives 52% of our missions income to homes
missions.

 

But we do not support one man starting a church in our own
state!

 

I believe we need to seek to correct that!

I know at least three men who are in need of that support.

 

Fred Donnelson was a missionary to China.

During the communist take over he spent several months with his
wife and baby in a Chinese prison.

 

When he came to the States he became the first missions
statesman for the Baptist Bible Fellowship.

 

Fred Donnelson was the first one to say, “The Light that shines
farthest shines brightest at home.”

 

Think about that.

We can lead very few into the light overseas if our light is
dwindling at home!

 

Let’s pray
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Chapter 12
God’s Power Requires


Acts 1:8

 

One of the most important, and yet most neglected doctrines of
the Bible has to do with a Christian having the POWER OF GOD upon
their lives for service to the Lord.

 

I think there are a couple of reasons for that:

First, some are afraid to speak of the Power of God, fearing
they will be branded a fanatic, looking for a faith which manifests
the supernatural.

 

Secondly, some ignore the message of the power of God, knowing
that they do not have it.

 

However, the Scriptures are very clear that God promises a power
which comes from the fullness of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

 

This power is not only to be desired

BUT IT IS ABSOLUTELY essential for service to the living
GOD!

 

If there is ANYTHING that you and I should covet today,


           
Should hunger and thirst for,


                       
and should pray without ceasing for,

 

IT IS FOR POWER FROM GOD TO DO HIS WORK!

 

And, even once we have had the power of God upon our lives,

We still need to ask for it again and again

 

That we can continue doing the work of God!

 

We make a mistake when we decide that, since we had God's power
once, we will have it with us whenever after!

 

—A question some folks would ask is:

WHY DO I WANT GOD'S POWER?

 

Let me give you three quick reasons:

First,

Because you do not want to live this Christian life in your own
power!

 


           
The reason many Christians are frustrated and backslidden is
because they try to do Christian living in human strength!

 

All that does is WEAR YOU OUT!

 

Secondly,

Because there is too much to be done for us to ever get done in
our power.

 


           
Consider the need of the world.  of the approximately 6
billion people living in the world today, less than 2% profess any
kind of knowledge of Christ. 

 


           
That figure crashes down to a fraction of a percentage if you
consider how many have honestly been saved and Scripturally been
baptized.

 


           
There is SO MUCH TO DO!

 

And there is SO LITTLE TIME TO DO IT IN!


           
Jesus is coming again!

 

I am not setting a date, but I am saying with conviction that
JESUS WILL COME AGAIN.

And whenever it is, we will all say, IT WAS SO SOON!

 


           
We simply do not have enough time to waste trying to serve God in
our own strength!

 

A Third reason we need God's power is,

We all know people who are lost and will end up eternally in
hell if we do not have the power to win them to Christ.

 

Haven't you felt that hopeless feeling knowing that someone you
love is not saved, and that you can't make them get saved?

 

Listen, it takes THE POWER OF GOD TO REACH A LOST SOUL.

 

And there are some people that ONLY YOU will be able to win to
Christ.

THEIR ETERNAL DESTINY LIES IN WHETHER OR NOT YOU HAVE THE POWER
OF GOD!

 

I wonder, sometimes, if we aren't hypocritical when we read that
passage about those who have the form of godliness and deny the
power thereof.

 

Usually we take that to refer to the liberals, or the cults.

 

BUT WE ARE JUST AS GUILTY OF IT WHEN WE HAVE ALL THE RIGHT
DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES, BUT DO NOT SEEK THE POWER OF GOD IN OUR
LIVES FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE!

 

We need to make it our urgent, heartfelt, greatest desire, that
God would give us HIS POWER to serve Him.

 

I want to preach to you all tonight on the subject,

GOD'S POWER REQUIRES:

 

It would be impossible, of course, to give to you all that might
be required to have the power of God in your life in just this one
message.

 

I just want to concentrate for a few minutes on ONE NECESSARY
ELEMENT required for the power of God.

 

That being

GODLY CONVICTIONS

 

Number one, God's Power Requires

I. CONVICTIONS

The word conviction means "to be firmly convinced of the
truth."

 

And the truth is,

THERE IS NO POWER WITHOUT THIS CONVICTION!

 

If you do not fervently believe a thing is true, you'll not have
the power to convince any one else it is true.

 

As I look around me I find that conviction is SADLY LACKING in
Christianity today.

 

Very few Christians believe anything strongly enough to stand up
for it, and to support and spread it.

 

—I am finding that the young people coming to Bible college are
coming with few convictions.

I preached a message to the men the other night on building
their own walls.

 

I told them that we at the college are building some walls for
them to live in.

 

But that they would be living there forever, SO THEY HAD BETTER
START BUILDING THEIR OWN WALLS!

 

I told them they had better build their own wall of
responsibility and hard work

They better build their own wall of dress code and standards

They better build their own walls about what is appropriate for
a Christian to do!

 

They had better GET SOME CONVICTIONS OF THEIR OWN!

 

Had one of the girls come to me after handing in a two page
paper I had given them two days warning about.

 

She said, "Brother McKenzie, please don't do that to us
again!  We had to do all that research and work to finish the
paper!"

 

I told Anita after wards that I HAD NO SYMPATHY FOR HER AT
ALL!

 

I do 9 eight to 12 page papers per week!

 

Plus

Ø       Write
budgets,

Ø       Hire new
employees

Ø       Run staff
meetings

Ø       Counsel students.
and

Ø       Do PR work with
preachers!

 

We HAD ALL BETTER GET OUR OWN CONVICTIONS.

 

1. A Conviction to Be Spiritual

 


           
It seems like there are so few today that REALLY want to know
God!

 

We claim to be Christians - to be saved through the Blood of
Christ.

 

But I think we lack the concept of how much it cost the Lord to
provide our salvation to us!

 

We tend to minimize sin's awfulness and down play the tragedy of
the cross.

 

And we take the Lord for granted!

 


           
If we really understood how horrible sin is


                                               
how hot hell is, and


                                               
how painful the cross was

 

We would want to spend a great deal more time around God!

 

a) We just don't spend enough time seeking God in the Bible.

 

Oh, we have all kinds of excuses for not being in the Bible,
don't we?

 

** We don't have enough time

** We don't understand it well enough

**We can't read very well

 

This is where CONVICTION comes in.

 

WE OUGHT TO LOVE GOD SO MUCH WE READ HIS WORD DESPITE OUR
EXCUSES!

 

b)  We need to PRAY more

 


           
I don't mean that cold, formal praying where we repeat the same old
phrases we've always repeated since the first time we heard someone
else repeat them 20years ago.

 

I am talking about fervent, earnest, heart to heart conversation
with the SAVIOUR OF OUR SOUL!

 

c)  We need to Practice Being in God's Presence More.

 

Where we meditate upon the fact that HE IS WITH US

 

And we live like He IS!

 

A conviction to be SPIRITUAL.

 

2. A CONVICTION concerning some STANDARDS.

 

I can't get over the idea that a person would want to be
saved

 

AND YET WOULD NOT WANT TO CHANGE FOR CHRIST!

 

The fact is, if we don't need to change, we don't need to be
saved!

 

Jesus indicated to us that the Christian life is supposed to
have higher standards than the Old Testament Law had:

 

The Old Testament Law Said

Don't commit murder

Christ raised it and said

Don't commit hatred

 

Old Testament law said

Don't commit adultery

Christ raised it and said

Don't look with lust

 

All of the Old Testament principles were raised to a higher
standard through Jesus Christ.

 

We ought to have a higher standard in our lives than those of
the world around us:

 

A higher standard of dress

A higher standard of vocabulary

A higher standard of conduct

 

A higher standard PERIOD!

 

Remember the passage when Jesus spoke about the servant who
takes extra good care of his master.

 

When the day is done he still says, "I am an unprofitable
servant, I have done that which is my duty!"

 

OUR REAL DUTY, IS TO GO ABOVE AND BEYOND OUR DUTY!

 

God's Power Requires CONVICTIONS!

 

You check it out historically.

Those that God has filled with His power, to influence souls and
do something significant for Christ…

 

HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THOSE WHO HAVE GREAT CONVICTIONS!

 

But let me hasten to add, along with those convictions, it
doesn't hurt to have some

II. COMPASSION

Let me show you how they work together:

 

Conviction says, "This is right at any cost."

Compassion reaches out to the lost.

 

Conviction preaches what is right

Compassion does not condemn those that are wrong.

 

Conviction warns souls of judgment

Compassion beseeches them to be saved

 

If you have to make a choice between conviction and compassion,
take the conviction.

BUT YOU DON'T REALLY HAVE TO MAKE THAT CHOICE!

 

It is very possible, by the grace of God, to be compassionate
and still full of fire!

 

All over this world today there are great men of God, mightily
used of God, who preach

Hell hot

Heaven Holy and

Standards High

 

But who still have a love and compassion for souls.

 

AND GOD IS USING THEM!

 

God's Power Requires CONVICTIONS

God's Power Requires COMPASSION, but

 

III. GOD'S POWER NEVER REQUIRES COMPROMISE!

Compromise, according to the definition I am using tonight
is

DROPPING ONE'S STANDARDS  in order to avoid a problem.

 

Compromise is

KEEPING QUIET about a doctrine in order to maintain peace.

 

 

Compromise is

UNITING with those who do not believe, and ignoring your
convictions to do so.

 

And the minute we compromise, WE LOSE GOD'S POWER!

 

To close:

We need God's power today.

Not just the preacher

Not just a chosen few in the church

 

EVERY BORN AGAIN, BLOOD BOUGHT, CHILD OF GOD

NEEDS GOD'S POWER,

 

If we are going to make the difference in the world we must
make.

 

We YOU DO WHAT IS REQUIRED?

 

Will you begin today to seek the power of God in your life

Will you

develop some godly convictions,

coupled with compassion, and

determine never to compromise them?

 

Let's Pray
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       BBC Astoria 10/12/97

 










Chapter 13
WHEREVER, WHENEVER, WHOEVER


Acts 1:8

 

Have I told you the story of the missions conference in Oklahoma
where I was the main preacher?

 

The first night of the meeting I was at the church early
fellowshipping with the missionary, Brother Jason Rogers.

 

Brother Jason is, by the way, from Spanaway. He surrendered to
preach under Brother Winfrey.

 

Anyway, Brother Jason and I were in the back of the auditorium
talking when one of the church members walked up to us.

 

He looked at Brother Rogers and said something like, “I hope
this isn’t the typical missions conference where you guys just ding
us for more money. When are you guys going to figure out that we
can’t just keep giving and giving?”

 


	And he went on about more than that, but since he was
directing the conversation more towards Brother Rogers than
me

	And since I knew I was going to be preaching all week
about giving to missions



 

I just kind of stepped away from the conversation, leaving
Brother Rogers to fend for himself.

 


	I have been thinking about this missions conference for
quite some time now.

	I planned our keynote preacher, Brother Hightower, two
years ago.

	I have been scheduling the missionaries who will be
here for several months now.

	I have worked on

	Who would decorate

	How we would do the dinners

	What would be the format







 

For many weeks now.

 

And one of the things that that keeps coming to my mind is the
thought that we might take the missions conference for granted.

 

It is possible that the average member of Bible Baptist
Church

Looks at the missions conference just as one of those things we
do out of tradition in this church.

 

There might even be some who think like that man in Oklahoma did
– “Here they go dinging me for money again.”

 

Beloved, let me tell you that


	The missions conference is more than just
tradition.



 


	And while our faith promise to missions is a big part
of what the week is about…

	We don’t do this just to get money from
you.







 

Bible Baptist Church, and churches like ours,


	Get involved in missions giving

	Put on annual missions conferences and

	Urge our members to support the church’s missions
program through giving extra money to faith promise



 

Because we are thoroughly convinced it is God’s will that
Christians be mobilized and organized in getting the Gospel around
the world.

 

With that in mind I want to preach to you a message built around
our theme for this year’s conference.

 

This message is a joint effort.

 

I showed the theme I had come up with to Brother Hohenstreet
several weeks ago.

 

Brother Hohenstreet came up with the banners you see on the
walls and with the verses attached to the theme.

 

And as I prayed about a missions message to kick things off,
this just looked like it would work.

 

When I went to Bible College we were taught to define missions
as

 

Taking the Gospel


	Across national borders

	Across the oceans or at least

	Across cultural barriers



 

And I think we sometimes do that in our heads too.

 

Missions isn’t missions, we assume, unless

It is


	A different person doing it

	A different race of people hearing it or

	A different country receiving it



 

But that is not Biblical missions.

 

Bible missions is much broader than that

 

Bible missions work is done

Wherever we are, Whenever we are there and to Whoever is
there

 

Look at the Scripture with me

 

I. WHEREVER

Mark 16:15  

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.

 

I notice three of things right off the bat in this passage

 

First

A. “And He said”

The “He” is Jesus Christ.

 

The remaining lesson of the verse must not be focused on our
preacher or particular church.

 


	This is not what I believe

	This is not what Baptists believe



 

Jesus said this.

 


	If we have a complaint about it, take it up with the
Lord.

	If we choose to ignore it, just remember who you are
ignoring.

	If we disagree with it, it is not a disagreement with
our preacher



 

It is a disagreement with the Lord.

 

I listened for a few minutes the other day to KOMO 1000 and
their new show called “The Commentators” with conservative John
Carlson and moderate Ken Shram.

 

Ken Shram made the statement

I am a Catholic but I disagree with the church on this.

 

Listen,


	I think it is all right to disagree with
me

	I think it might be all right to disagree with
Baptists



 

It is not all right though to disagree with Jesus Christ.

 

And Jesus said

B. “Go ye”

 


	He did not say, “Go you that are
missionaries.”

	He did not say, “Go you that are
pastors.”



 

He said “Go ye.”

 

That is all of us.


	All who are saved

	All whose sins are forgiven

	All who have a home in heaven



 

“We” are the “ye” He was
speaking to.

 

More to my main point though Jesus said,

C. “into all the world” and
“to every creature.”

 

That is “wherever.”

 


	That is across the sea

	That is our neighbors to our North

	That is our neighbors to the South



 


	That is to the ethnic groups in the United
States

	That is to the American Indians on the
reservation



 


	That is to the rich in gated communities

	That is to the poor sleeping in rescue shelters or on
the streets



 

Perhaps most importantly


	That is to the family that lives

	Next door

	Down the street and

	Across the driveway







 

We have a good excuse, don’t we, not to get too involved in
missions.

 

Missions is something across the sea – not where we live.

 

Not so.

 

Missions is wherever. That means you and I are missionaries

 

Secondly missions is

WHENEVER

John 4:35

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look
on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest.

 

I remember reading a sermon by a Pastor of a very large
church.

 

He said he set Thursdays aside for soul-winning and
witnessing.

 

He said that he did not witness on the others days of the week,
but on that day he made it a purpose that he asked every soul he
saw, “If you died today, do you know if you would go to heaven or
not?”

 

I understand what he meant by that

And the truth is that if we don’t have a purpose to witness like
that, we will likely not witness at all.

 

But I am afraid that too often we compartmentalize our spiritual
life like that…..

 


	I get up at 6:00 AM and get cleaned and dressed; that’s
my time

	I say good morning to my wife and kids, that’s family
time

	I go to work, that’s company time

	I attend church, that’s God’s time

	Saturdays from 10:00-Noon, that’s visitation
time



 

And it is like in our heads we think


	My time is my time and God can’t have it

	Work time is work time and God has to stay out of
that

	Family time is family time and God can be there, but it
is on the sidelines



And the only time I witness is that time I set aside to
witness.

 

I do think it is good for us to set a side a time to witness

But mostly because by doing that we train ourselves to think
about soul winning.

 

But we have to be careful about thinking


	Four months and then cometh our soul winning chance or
even

	Four hours and then cometh our visitation
time



 

Let me tell you when is the right time to witness:

A. Whenever you know you are saved

If you are saved and you know you are saved you can be a
missionary.

 


	You can tell somebody else how you got saved
or

	You can tell them about your church where they can
learn how to be saved



 


	You don’t have to go to Bible College to witness to
people

	You don’t even have to go to a soul winning class to
witness to people



 

B. Whenever you are around people

 


	You can be a missionary at your place of
work

	You can be a missionary at the grocery
store

	You can be a missionary at the public
park



 

Brother Beaty is great about this. He had a couple of extra
tickets for the hockey game the teens went to Friday night.

 

So he went to a recreation center and handed out tracts and
invited teens to come with us to the hockey game.

 

Caution:

I do understand you have to be right and ethical about this.

 

Your boss did not hire you to witness to his employees, he hired
you to perform your work.

 

And I am sure the Lord wants you to be a good testimony on the
job and earn your pay.

 

But there are still times on the job when you can speak a word
about the Lord to those you work with.

 

C. Whenever there is one person who will
listen

Soul winning is much like fishing.

 

We can’t really see the fish under the water, but we have an
idea where they will be.

 

So we cast out and see if something takes the bait

Then we cast in another spot and see if something takes the
bait

 

You just keep doing that, trying new spots until something does
take the bait.

 

We don’t know what God is doing in people’s hearts

 

So we just get out there and speak to people.


	Some don’t want to talk to us

	Some want to talk to us about things that are
unrelated



 

But somewhere out there is someone who is hungry for the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and will gladly accept Him as Saviour if only
someone like you will go and tell them.

 

Wherever, Whenever

 

Finally,

WHOEVER

John 20:21b 

… as my Father hath sent me, even so send I
you.

 

A. Whoever speaks of who we may tell the Gospel
to.

 

Nobody is excluded.

 


	We can tell it to the young and old

	We can tell it to the rich and poor

	We can tell it to the black and white

	We can tell it to the good and the bad



 

Paul said

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”

Romans 10:13

 

There is not one person who cannot be saved.

 

Scott Dean can go to Mongolia and whosoever
there shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved

Garry Matheny can go to Romania and whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord there shall be saved

Gary Byers can go to the soldiers in German and
whosoever there shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved

Clayton McCurdy can go to Moldova and whosoever
there shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved

 

Aaron Shipman can go to Maple Valley Washington
and Mike Karch can go to Kennewick Washington and
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord in those cities
shall be saved

 

Lance Hohenstreet can go to the men and women
in prisons all across our country and whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord in those cells, shall be saved

 

You and me?


	We can go to our friends

	We can go to our work mates

	We can go to the kids in our class rooms

	We can go to our neighbors

	We can go to the people in the local apartment
complexes



And whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be
shall be, shall be saved.

 

Missions is

Wherever

Whenever and

Whoever

 

Let’s Pray

Preached at BBC Puyallup 2-26-06










Chapter 14
THIS SAME JESUS


Acts 1:1-12

 

The greatest promises in the Bible are those promises that
relate to Jesus Christ.

 

And of those promises none is so great as is the promise of His
coming.

 

This promise occupies the majority of all prophecies of the Old
Testament,


	Firstly His coming as Saviour, Messiah

	Secondly, His coming as King, Jehovah



 

The promise of the first coming was fulfilled some 4000 years
after it was originally promised when Jesus Christ was born in the
lowly stable in Bethlehem.

 

The promise of His second coming has yet to be fulfilled, and
though it has only been 2000 years since the original promise, we
feel sure that that its fulfillment is just around the corner!

 

This promise is declared to us by Jesus Christ in

John 14:1-4 KJV

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me.

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also.

And whither I go ye know, and the way ye
know.

 

The Apostles preach the promise in passages such as;

1 Thessalonians 4:15-16 KJV

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord
shall not prevent them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

 

And

2 Peter 3:9-10 KJV

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be burned up.

 

And it is here promised by two angels who said

Acts 1:11 KJV

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

I want to focus our attention on three words found in the
promise;

This Same Jesus….

 

Jesus warned us Matthew 24 that in the last days there would be
false prophets and false Christs.

 

The Apostle John said the same thing in

Revelation 13:3-6 KJV

And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to
death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered
after the beast.

And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto
the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto
the beast? who is able to make war with him?

And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great
things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue
forty and two months.

And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in
heaven.

 


	With so many false prophets and false
Christs

	When they are so good at imitating Christ that the
Bible says if it were possible they would deceive the very elect of
God



 

When they are so good at deceiving, how shall we ever know which
Christ to follow?

 

The answer is this simple:

Follow "this same Jesus."

 

The promise of the coming of the Lord is a promise that

Acts 1:11 KJV

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

This same Jesus

I. HAS LIVED FOREVER PAST

Micah 5:2 KJV

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.

 


	The Messiah we look for

	The Saviour we set our gaze upon

	The Christ the Bible promises will come
again



Is the same God who has lived forever in the past.

 

Revelation 1:7-8 KJV says,

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the
Almighty.

 

This same Jesus, who is both the beginning and the ending.

 

This is the Jesus the Bible promises will come again.

 


	It is the same Jesus that was with the Father in
Creation

	It is the same Jesus who spoke all that exists into
being

	It is the same Jesus who upholds all things by the word
of His power



 

That is the Jesus the Bible promises will come again.

 

This same Jesus; the One who said unto them,

John 8:58 KJV

….Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham
was, I am.

 

Acts 1:11 KJV

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

Who is the Jesus the Bible promises will come?

 

This same Jesus

II. WHO CAME TO DWELL AMONG US

John 1:14 KJV

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.

 

This same Jesus who

Came unto His own and His own received Him
not.

 

This same Jesus who

Philippians 2:6-7 KJV

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God:

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men:

 

This is the Jesus who will come again in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven.

 

It is not another Jesus.

It is this same Jesus

 

The same Jesus


	Who hungered and thirsted

	Who grew weary and slept

	Who groaned in His spirit and wept at Lazarus
grave



 

This same Jesus.

 

This same Jesus who


	Calmed the seas

	Healed the crippled and

	Raised the dead



 

This same Jesus who


	Forgave the woman taken in adultery and

	Called the tax collector to be a preacher



 

This same Jesus who

Was transfigured on the mount before Peter and James and
John

 

This same Jesus who

Hebrews 4:15 KJV

… was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin.

 

Acts 1:11 KJV

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

Who is it the Bible promises is our blessed hope?

 

This same Jesus

III. WHO DIED IN OUR PLACE

Revelation 1:7 KJV

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

 

Revelation 5:6 KJV

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne
and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a
Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which
are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth.

 


	The same Jesus that was slain for the sins of the
world.

	The same Jesus whose hands and side they
pierced



 

Not a substitute

Not another manifestation of God

 


	Not a spirit

	Not a Ghost

	Not a vicar for Christ



 

The Bible's promise is that very Jesus who gave Himself on the
Cross for us; after He ascended into Heaven,

Acts 1:11 KJV

…  shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven.

 

Philippians 2:5-8 KJV

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus:

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God:

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men:

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.

 

To think that the very same Jesus who died for us, is the Jesus
that is coming again is both a wonderful and terrible thought.

 

A. It is wonderful as a saved man

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life.

 

There has never been an act of love equal to the love of God in
His dying in our place.

 

Romans 5:7-8 KJV says

For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

 

That such a loving God would die for us while we were yet
sinners is grace.

 

That this same love compels God to again to receive the saved
unto Himself that where He is there we may be also; that is a
promise too wonderful for words!

 

But

B. It is a terrible though to those who have rejected
Him

Acts 2:36-37 KJV

Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?

 

The Japanese invasion of the Philippines is to this day a black
mark on the nature of mankind; just how horrible and cruel man can
be to his fellow man.

 

Forgetting the rules of war, the Japanese were merciless to
those America soldiers they captured.

 

While it is impossible to know the exact number of Americans and
Filipinos who died, during just one week long ordeal, The Bataan
Death March, upward of 12,000 soldiers died.

 

"Beheading, throat-cutting, and shooting were common causes of
death, in addition to death by bayonet, rape, disembowelment,
rifle-butt beating, and deliberate starvation or
dehydration."[1]

 

Soldiers in the prisoner of war camps were dehumanized and
sometimes burnt alive.[2]

 

The Commander of the U.S. Armed forces of the Far East at the
time was General Douglas MacArther. When he was forced to escape
the Japanese invasion in May of 1942, he promised he would
return.

 

MacArther was promoted to Supreme Commander of the Southwest
Pacific Area and for more than two years led the campaign against
the Japanese in the Pacific.

 

I promise you, there were some American Marines and Sailors who
were anxious to see him keep his promise.

But there were no Japanese who were so thrilled.

 

When Peter preached on the day of Pentecost and declared that
the same Jesus they had crucified was the very Jesus God had made
both Lord and Christ…

 

The Bible says, they were "pricked in their
heart" and begged, "What shall we
do?"

 

And when the lost man comes under conviction that


	The same Jesus he has continued to reject

	The same Jesus whose name he uses as a curse
word

	The same Jesus who church he refuses to attend and
whose disciples he attacks



That same Jesus is the very Jesus who is coming again - he has
more than good reason to be pricked in the heart and cry with the
Jews of old, "What shall I do?"

 

That same Jesus who died in our place at Calvary is the One
promised to come again.

 

Who is it who will come again?

 

This same Jesus

IV. WHO HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD

Acts 1:3 KJV

To whom also he shewed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days,
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God:

 

Acts 1:11 KJV

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

It was the same Jesus who had shown Himself alive after His
passion, His death and burial, that the Bible promises will come
again.

 

The fact that He was raised again from the dead is the most
telling thing in the Bible about Jesus.

 


	It sets Him apart and

	It sets His believers apart



From any others in all the world.

 

There are religions a plenty in this world of ours: philosophies
and theories of what happens after we die.

 

But of Jesus Christ alone it can be said that He died, was
buried and He rose again.

 

His resurrection is historical fact

More provable than that Julius Caesar ever even lived.

His resurrection is archeologically proven

More effort has been spent to find the body of Jesus and any
other historical figure. But there is no body to find

His resurrection is demonstratable
certainty

He shewed himself alive for 40 days and to more than 400 people
at once.

 

More importantly

His resurrection is the proof that what He promised He
is able also to perform.

 

He said

John 2:19-21 KJV

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three
days?

But he spake of the temple of his
body.

 

He promised He would die and rise again the third day and He
did.

 

He has promised

John 14:19 KJV

Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more;
but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live
also.

 

And He has promised

John 14:2-3 KJV

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also.

 

This same Jesus who has risen from the dead

 

Acts 1:11 KJV

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

Whose appearing do we look for?

 

This same Jesus

V. WHO HAS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN

Acts 1:9-11 KJV

And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their
sight.

And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white
apparel;

Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.

 

The angels promised that the very same Jesus they just saw go
into heaven would be the same Jesus who would come again.

 

And they said He would come "in like manner."

 

That means he will come again the very same way He went away

A. Visibly

When Jesus left, they saw Him go.

 

They watched Him ascend "out of their
sight."

 

When Jesus comes again it too will be visible.

 

The Bible says

Revelation 1:7 KJV

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

 

B. Gradually

He was taken up and a cloud received Him out of
their sight.

 

I do not know how fast the process was, but the tenor of the
passage makes it seem like it was a good while.

 

When Jesus comes again, He will come gradually. It is described
in

Revelation 19:11-16 KJV

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse;
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he doth judge and make war.

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head
were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but
he himself.

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and his name is called The Word of God.

And the armies which were in heaven followed him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with
it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod
of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath
of Almighty God.

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

 

In the "days of ole" battle was not so sudden.

 

Armies would march to the field of battle

Oftentimes camps would be set up and each side could watch as
the other side prepared for the inevitable conflict.

 

That is the picture the Bible gives of Jesus Christ's
return.

 

When Jesus comes to take the believers to heaven, it happens
suddenly and as a thief in the
night.

 

His coming with the armies in heaven is
not so sudden.

 

It is gradual enough that the anti-Christ is able to see His
coming and assemble his own armies to withstand Him.

 

He will not succeed in battle and Christ will return to set up
His own kingdom on earth.

 

He will return

C. Physically

 

Consider Revelation 19 again and note the physical features of
Christ

 

Revelation 19:11-16 KJV

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse;
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he doth judge and make war.

His eyes were as a flame of fire,
and on his head
were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but
he himself.

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and his name is called The Word of God.

And the armies which were in heaven followed him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that
with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God.

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

 


	When He left this earth, He left in a physical
body.

	When He returns He will have that same physical body,
now glorified



 

In Luke 24:30 the resurrected Jesus ate with His disciples

In John 21:13 he did the same

 

And in Acts 10:40-41 KJV, to clarify that the resurrected Jesus
did in fact eat, says

Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him
openly;

Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen
before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he
rose from the dead.

 

And the reason the resurrected Jesus ate with them was to prove
that He wasn't some spirit or Ghost, but that He was truly risen
from the dead.

 

That is the same Jesus who will come again.

 

Conclusion

Acts 1:11 KJV

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

That is the Bible Promise.

 

This same Jesus


	Who has lived forever in the past

	Who has come to dwell among us

	Who has died in our place

	Who has risen from the dead and

	Who has ascended into heaven



 

… this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

 

Let's Pray

Preached at BBC Puyallup 10-17-10






[1]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bataan_Death_March, accessed
10-14-10




[2] Same as above














Chapter 15
WHAT CAUSED THE POWER?


Acts 2:22-47

 

The power of the first church was something that was absolutely
amazing.

 

And as I read the story of Acts 2 I wonder how that power can be
captured again today.

 

Is it because we are not part of the “Charismatic movement” that
we so seldom see the power of God?

 

I don’t think so!

 

Although the charismatic churches are growing, for all their
healing services and tongues speaking they haven’t manifested any
more of the power of this first church than the
Fundamentalists.

 

I don’t thing that it was because they spoke in tongues that
such a stir was caused.

 

In Acts 2:12-13 I see that the speaking they did brought about
two reactions;

 

Some asked, “What meaneth this”

Others mocked.

 

There is nothing wrong with Christians causing the lost to do
either of these!

 

But that only partly contributed to the power that this church
had.

 

So what caused the power?

 

I believe it was a combination of several things:

 

The church in Jerusalem had power because

I. THE CHURCH WAS A SAVED GROUP

Vs 41

 

The only ones added to the church were those that had “gladly
received the Word.”

 

In other words, those who got saved.

 

If a church is to be a powerful church it must be a church of
saved people.

 

It must demand that only those who have received Jesus Christ as
Lord and Saviour be allowed o join.

 

Now let me tell you something:

It is hard to make sure that those who join the church are
saved.

 

You see, I can’t tell the heart of people.

I don’t know for sure that anybody is saved here today but
me.

My heart is the only heart here I know!

 

I have heard many here today tell me how they got saved, but
anybody can tell stories!

 

Certainly I am confident that many here today are saved because
I have observed their lives and there is fruit.

 

But salvation is really between God and the individual.

 

That is why stressing salvation is so necessary.

 

We want to reach the goal of a church membership that is totally
saved.

 

The church membership must be made up of people that are saved
and that live like it.

 

These churches that teach that you join the church and then you
take classes until you learn enough to be saved are full of
hogwash!

 

The church in Jerusalem had power because

II. THE MEMBERSHIP WAS SPIRIT FILLED

They were willing to allow the Holy Ghost to work through
them.

 

Their pride and self will were set aside so that the Holy Ghost
could control them even if others thought they were fools.

 

Vs 12-15

 

Folks, if the Holy Ghost is really using you you won’t mind what
others think.

 

Ø       If you say “Amen”
at church, why can’t you at work?

Ø       If you sing hymns
at church why not in other places?

Ø       If you can read
your Bible at church, why not during coffee breaks at
work?

 

Sure people will mock, but others will ask, “What meaneth
this?”

 

Why can’t we do like they did in vs 11 and speak the wonderful
works of God among those outside the church?

 

Being Spirit filled is no speaking in tongues; it is allowing
the Spirit of God to control you.

 

Ø       This church had
power because they only allowed those that were saved to be added
to the church and

Ø       This church had
power because they allowed the Spirit of God to control them out in
the open, out among the unsaved.

 

Illustration:

I knew a young man in Colorado who got saved because of some
people that made themselves fools for Christ.

 

He was at a Mall in Boulder watching some college age guys throw
Frisbees.

They were really good at doing stunts with their Frisbees and
pretty soon they had quite a crowd watching them.

All of a sudden one of them threw down his Frisbee and started
talking to the crowd about the Lord and most of the crowd walked
away.

 

But Martin said that as he watched the guy preaching and the
crowd leaving he though in his mind about the decision facing
him.

 

“Do I reject God and follow the crowd, or do I stay with God and
accept what this man is preaching?”

 

Folks one of the reasons why the church doesn’t seem to have the
power of the first church is because most of us, who are
Christians, would have walked away with the crowd - That’s not
civilized Christianity.

 

But that is exactly what happened in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost!

 

The church in Jerusalem had power because

III. THE PREACHING WAS BOLD

Vs 15

 

Peter lifted up his voice and I will guarantee you what he said
didn’t tickle any ears!

 

Look again at vs 22-23

 

Peter told it exactly how it was.

“…ye have taken and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain…”

God’s chosen Christ.

 

Power in the church comes from bold preaching!

 

Too many churches are teaching the so-called “deeper things of
the Word.”

 

But they are not boldly proclaiming sin and challenging people
to change in an altar call.

 

The church in Jerusalem had power because

IV. THEY WERE A FELLOWSHIPPING CHURCH

Vs 44

 

They were “together” and

“They had all things common”

 

In order for a church to be a powerful church it needs to be a
church that is tight knit.

 

One of the things I appreciate about this church is that it is
close.

We like to be together.

 

And if we are going to do anything for the Lord we have to have
that closeness.

As we serve God the world will try to knock us down.

Our relationship with one another needs to be close enough to
pick us back up!

 

The church in Jerusalem had power because

V. THEY WERE A PRAYING CHURCH

And they were a soul winning church.

 

These two really go together because soul winning can only be
accomplished when Christians pray.

 

In the book of Acts we find that they prayed for holy
boldness.

 

Then you find them praying for Peter in prison and it says they
prayed without ceasing.

 

This was a praying church

Ø       Praying for souls
to be saved

Ø       Praying for
boldness to witness

Ø       Praying for
protection on their preacher

 

And as they prayed, they witnessed.

 

This church did not grow as it did by closing itself in a room
and reading the Bible.

 

It grew because they put out an effort to preach the Gospel to
others.

 

As we go and by diligent effort, with prayer behind, preach the
Gospel, the Lord gives power and grace to see souls saved.

 

All through the book of Acts you find

Ø       Peter and John
declaring Jesus in the Temple or

Ø       Stephen doing
great wonders and miracles among the people or

Ø       Philip running
through the desert to give the plan of salvation to one
person

 

Can’t you see the personal effort that went into soul winning
and church growth?

 

The church in Jerusalem had power because

VI. THEY WERE ASSURED WHO JESUS IS

Vs 36

 

Ø       They were sure
that, even though men had crucified Jesus, God had raised Him from
the dead.

Ø       They were sure
that He was alive and was the power of the church. And

Ø       They were
confident enough to give that assurance to others

 

Let me ask you this morning;

Are you 100% sure you are saved?

 

Do you know for a fact that Jesus Christ has forgiven your sins
and saved you from hell?

 

It doesn’t matter if you have gone to church all of your
life

If there has not been a time in your life when you asked Jesus
to forgive your sins and saved you, you will not go to heaven when
you die.

 

But you can change that this morning!

 

Let’s Pray

Preached at LCBC Astoria 1984

BBC Puyallup 11-3-03










Chapter 16
THREE FACTORS WHICH LED TO THE CROSS


Acts 2:23

 

I want to preach to you a message on the subject;

THREE FACTORS WHICH LED TO THE CROSS

 


	Every decision that is made, and

	Every action that is taken has
consequences.



 

Jesus did not just go to the cross to die BY ACCIDENT, there
were several things in play that eventually led to His
crucifixion.

 

While we will not consider all that might be involved in the
death of Jesus Christ so long ago,

 

I think the three factors that we will be looking into are
perhaps the most
significant.        

 

Three factors that led to Jesus being crucified;

I. THE PLAN OF GOD!

Acts 2:23

Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain:  (KJV)

 

This verse lets us know; in no uncertain terms, that Jesus did
not die just because men wanted Him dead

 

BUT THAT IT WAS BY THE DETERMINATE COUNSEL AND FOREKNOWLEDGE OF
GOD!

 

Another way to say that would be, BY THE DECLARED
PURPOSE AND FORTHOUGHT OF GOD!

 

Peter was saying that Christ's death on the cross, came as no
surprise to God,

 

A.  It was a declared fact

 

We can go into the Old Testament and find places where God
declared hundreds and sometimes even thousands of years before
Christ's birth, that the Saviour would come and would suffer.

 

May I show just a few?

 

Gen 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise  his heel. (KJV)

 

Daniel 9:26

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be
cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that
shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end
thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war
desolations are determined. (KJV)

 

Isaiah 53:5

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed. (KJV)

 

Isaiah 53:8

He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of
the living: for the transgression of my people was he
stricken. (KJV)

 

God, in His word VERY CLEARLY DECLARED THAT THE LORD WOULD BE
CRUCIFIED AND CUT OFF many times and many years before Christ was
ever born!

 

Christ's Crucifixion was

B. A purposeful fact

 

There was a reason and a purpose in Christ's death!

 

Illustration

Sometimes, when a soldier is killed in battle, the officers
notifying family will try to give comfort by telling them that
their loved one's death was not a waste, but accomplished some
good.

 

When Christ died, there was good accomplished

 

Isaiah 53:5

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed. (KJV)

 

It is through


	The death

	The burial and

	The resurrection



Of the Lord, that we can be healed or our sins and
transgressions.

 

Christ's death was a purposeful part of the plan of God.

 

And

C. It was a preplanned
fact        
 

 

I realize that God is so much greater than we are that we can't
comprehend exactly how He accomplishes things.

 

But Acts 2:23 says that Christ died by the FOREKNOWLEDGE OF
GOD.

 

Foreknowledge here speaks of FORETHOUGHT.

 

God thought out His options, prior to creating anything


	He knew before He created the first element, that Adam
and Eve would sin in the garden and pass that sin on down through
their children.

	He knew that Lucifer would fall and become the enemy of
God and all that is Godly.

	He knew that mankind would need some means of having
their sins washed clean



 

And in His great wisdom, HE PLANNED FOR HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN
SON,

 

To come to this earth, to take upon Himself the flesh of a
man,

AND TO SUFFER AND DIE TO WASH AWAY OUR SINS

 

Three Factors that led to the Cross

First, the plan of God

 

A second factor that led to the Cross of Christ, was;

II. THE WILLINGNESS OF THE SAVIOUR!

 

We have to remember that Jesus was not just an innocent
victim that got caught in the middle of the power struggle
between God the Father and Satan

 

 Jesus had


	All of the power that He needed,

	All of the authority He needed, and

	All of the resources He needed



To call off the whole thing at any moment.

 

 On a number of occasions, the crowds tried to kill Jesus
and were unsuccessful, because, according to the Lord, IT WAS NOT
TIME.

 

He was able to walk through great crowds of people. trying to
push Him off a cliff, AS IF THEY WERE NOT THERE!

A. In John 10:17-18

Jesus said;

Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down
my life, that I might take it again.

No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it
again. This commandment have I received of my Father.
(KJV)

 

The word power means authority.

 

He had the God given authority to give His life, and take it
again.

 

NO ONE FORCED HIM TO DIE!

 


	Not God the Father,

	Not Satan

	Not the Chief Priests

	Not Pilate



 

Jesus went to the cross voluntarily

 

In fact,

B Jesus and Pilate had a conversation concerning this very
subject

 

John 19:10-11

Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto
me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have
power to release thee?

Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all
against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that
delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.
(KJV)

 

Pilate thought he was the one in charge of things. NO SO!

 

Jesus let Pilate know that all the power he had came from God
the Father

THE REAL POWER LAY WITH THE LORD

 

C. Jesus was speaking to His disciples about the power
that He had over the events leading to the cross and
said;

 

Matt 26:53

Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father,
and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of
angels? (KJV)

 

 Christ was not forced to die. He went to the Cross
willingly

 

But why?

 

Galatians 1:4

Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver
us from this  present evil world, according to the will of God
and our Father: (KJV)

 

The only hope we had for deliverance from sin, from self, and
from Satan,

WAS FOR THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TO GIVE HIMSELF TO PAY THE PRICE
FOR US.

 

Praise God He was willing to do it!

 

The three factors which led to the cross were

The Plan of God

The willingness of the Saviour and

 

III. THE BETRAYAL OF A FRIEND

John 1:11 says of Jesus;

"He came unto His own, and His own received Him
not."

 

Although this is not the primary factor leading to the cross, we
would be blind not to see that Jesus was sent to the Cross by the
very people He came to save.

 

 The wickedness of men is more clearly seen in this than in
any other thing I think.

 Jesus was betrayed to die by a number of people;


	By Pilate,

	By the chief Priests,

	By the nation of Israel



 

But I want to focus your attention on three people whose actions
just before the cross amaze me;

 

 A. JUDAS ISCARIOT

 

Judas was one of the 12 Apostles.

One of the Lord's closest associates.

 

For somewhere near three and one half years Judas walked with
the Lord,


	Witnessing the miracles that He did

	Hearing the messages He taught, even

	Preaching the message himself.



 

Judas knew Jesus well enough to know where Jesus would be late
that night, when he betrayed Him.

 

Judas was close enough to the Lord, to know that he would be
able to come to the Lord and kiss Him.

 

 He was no casual acquaintance. He was a close
associate.

 

Jesus had warned the disciples, in Judas' presence that one of
them would betray the Lord;

AND JUDAS HAD BEEN BOLD ENOUGH TO ASK, LORD IS IT I?

 

Judas knew Jesus that well, AND YET HE SOLD HIM OUT FOR A FEW
COINS.

 

B. Peter

Peter was one of the more outspoken of the Lord's followers.

 

Whenever the Lord was around, YOU WOULD FIND PETER IN THE THICK
OF THINGS!

 

When Jesus was teaching about his betrayal and death,

 

Peter said that even if it meant death, he would follow the Lord
and not deny Him.

 

And yet, between the time that the Lord had been captured and
crucified,

PETER DENIED JESUS THREE TIMES; going even to the extreme of
cussing to prove to those listening that He was not a follower of
Christ.

 

C. The Crowd in Jerusalem at Christ's
crucifixion.

 

Just one week before the crucifixion, Jesus had ridden into the
city of Jerusalem on the donkey, AND THE CROWD HAD THROWN DOWN
GARMENTS AND PALM BRANCHES AND CRIED "HAIL, KING OF THE
JEWS!"

 

But on the day of the crucifixion, we can only assume that it
was this very same crowd that stood before Pilate's balcony and
cried,


	Not, "HAIL, KING OF THE JEWS".

	But, "CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM, WE HAVE NO KING BUT
CEASAR!"



 

Judas, Peter, and the Crowd: Their stories of betrayal and
denial amaze us;

 

But let us never forget that WE ARE CAPABLE OF THE VERY SAME
DEEDS.!

 

I have seen with my own eyes,

1. Christians, or at least we thought they were
Christians,

 

TURN ON THE LORD AND HIS WORK FOR THE CAUSE OF MONEY

 


	Maybe the cares of this world,

	Maybe the desire to earn more,

	Maybe the love of money,



 

But for some reason there have been those that we have all
thought were close to the Lord one day turn aside from Christ

 

Most of the time, these folks don't just quit serving the Lord,
they oftentimes turn against the Lord.

 

I have seen those, that like Peter, say how much they will do
for the Lord but

2.  When push comes to shove, they have gone off on
their own tangent, hoping to protect themselves from identification
with the Lord and His people

 

There has been more than one time that even I have to my own
shame acted like an unsaved person in order to gain the favor of
the lost in a tight spot

 

And you would not be honest if you said that you hadn't done the
same


	Maybe you listened to a dirty joke just to avoid
ridicule

	Maybe you did not pray for a meal because the people
around you were not Christians

	Maybe you hid your Bible instead of reading it
openly

	Maybe you did not witness because it might offend
someone



 

And what about that crowd that

3. One day worshipped Jesus, and the next week
 condemned Him?

 

We could all list some who used to worship the Lord, but today
are gone.

 

Christ went to the cross because of


	The plan of God, and because of

	His own willingness



 

But you can’t help notice the betrayal of those that He came to
save. 

 

The plan of God will get along fine despite what you and
I do

God's work for the ages would not fall apart if I turned against
Him tomorrow, BUT WOE UNTO ME IF I DO.

 

Conclusion:

May I ask you a question?

WHAT IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD?

 


	Are you one who has been denying Him a place in your
life all along?

	Are you one who easily gets turned aside from the Lord
by cares of this world, or the uncertainness of
money?

	Are you one who is easily tempted to act like the
unsaved person when you are in their company?

	Are you one that could easily get mad at the Lord and
attack His work if things don't suit you right?



 

We have to learn a lesson from Judas, Peter, and the Crowd.

We have to see how prone we are to being for Christ one day, and
against Him the next and

 

WE HAVE TO CALL UPON THE LORD AND ASK HIM TO GIVE US THE
STRENGTH TO STAND WITH HIM

 

Let’s Pray

Preached at BBC Astoria, 4/4/93

BBC Puyallup 10-7-07

 

 

 










Chapter 17
WHAT LED TO THE RESULTS OF ACTS 2:47?


Acts 2:36-47

 

It was the Day of Pentecost; a feast celebrated by the Jews 50
days after the Passover.

 

Just 10 days previous to this Jesus had instructed His disciples
to wait in Jerusalem until they had received the filling of the
Holy Ghost, and then He went up into heave in their sight.

 

On this day Jesus’ promise of power from the Holy Ghost was
fulfilled.

 

A great crowd of people had gathered together and peter stood in
boldness of the Spirit of God and preached this powerful message
that led the crowd to cry out, “What shall we do?”

 

Peter gave them this answer


	Repent; turn from your sin to God

	Be baptized; not for salvation, but because you have
been saved

	You will receive the Holy Ghost; which will assure you
that you have been saved and sealed forever.



 

Verse 41 gives the remarkable report that

3000 souls were


	Saved

	Baptized and

	Added to the church



 

I wouldn’t mind having a day a little like that myself!

 

I would of course, have to get a slightly larger baptistery
and

I might need one or two extra preachers to help with the
baptizing

 

But I would put up with the headaches in order to have a day
like that!

 

Over the years we have seen some big days.


	Days of unusually high attendance

	Days where an unusual number of souls respond to the
Gospel

	Days where a good number of people were
baptized.



 

And I like those kinds of days.

 

But there is something that is equally impressive to the results
of Acts 2:41.

 

Those are the results of Acts 2:47

“…the Lord added to the church DAILY such as should
be saved.”

 

I thank the Lord for the Big Days.

Let’s have plenty of them!

 

But praise God as much or more for the


	Faithful,

	Consistent,

	Day in and day out

	Walk with God and

	Work of God



That sees souls saved daily.

 

I want to preach this morning on the subject, What
caused the Results of Acts 2:47?

 

Let me point out to you that both Acts 2:41 and Acts 2:47 saw
people trust Christ as Saviour.

 

You should know today that the main goal of Christianity is
getting people saved.

 

Of course Christianity itself is the worship of God in spirit
and in truth.

 

But the fruit of genuine worship will be souls getting


	Saved

	Baptized and

	Added to the Church



God’s goal is not just that you and I worship


	The right God

	The right way and in

	The right place



 

But that we lead others to do the very same.

 

So as a believer you ought to direct your life toward reaching
people for salvation.

 

What led to the results of Acts 2:47?

 

First, the Christians were

I. FAITHFUL TO THE THINGS OF GOD

Vs 42-43

 

I like those words, “…they continued
stedfastly…”

 

They weren’t just hit and miss Christians

They weren’t just Christmas and Easter Christians

 


	They didn’t come to church every service for a few
weeks and then be nowhere to be found for the next couple of
months.

	They didn’t determine to read their Bibles and then
quit when they got to the 4th out of 66 books of the
Bible.

	They didn’t take a ministry in the church and then
decide they couldn’t handle it and quit



 

No Sir!

 

“They continued stedfastly…”

 

Remember Peter

Luke 5:5

And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have
toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy
word I will let down the net. (KJV)

 

Sometimes we will toil all night for the Lord and can’t see any
result yet.

 

That does not change His word.

 

We just need to keep at it.

 

Christianity that accomplishes something for the glory of God
doesn’t stop toiling after the big days like Pentecost are
over.

 

It doesn’t just get stirred up at revival meetings and then
fizzle out in the day to day grind.

 

Christianity that accomplishes something for the glory of God
“continues stedfastly” for Jesus.

 


	When the toil is hard and the results are
few

	When things are down and discouragement is
high



Christianity that glorifies the Lord continues stedfastly.

 

Listen, if we want to see God bless in the Acts 2:47 way, we
have to decide to continue stedfastly in the things of God.

 

They continued stedfastly in

A. The Apostle’s doctrine

This implies three things:

 

1. They continued in the Word of god – the
Bible

Remember that the New Testament was only being written in those
days – by the Apostles.

 

These Apostles were giving them the Word of God.

 

And they were sticking to it.

 

2. They continued in the preaching

The Apostles would give them their doctrine through preaching
and teaching.

 

These folks continued stedfastly in the preaching of the
Apostles.

 

They were


	Growing

	Being challenged

	Being rebuked



Through the preaching.

 

And they kept coming back for more!

 

3. They continued in sound truth

They were not being led into some phony or false doctrines.

 

They were sticking to the faith once delivered to the
saints.

 

Now, most of the believers were Jewish


	They had grown up in the Jew’s religion
and

	They were living in the center of Jewish
tradition



 

There would have been great pressure to depart from the faith
and go back to their old false faith.

 

Undoubtedly family and friends were begging them to do that and
heartbroken that they wouldn’t.

 

But these continued stedfastly in the Apostle’s doctrine

 

They continued stedfastly

B. In fellowship

 

Fellowship is the key to


	Spiritual growth

	Witnessing and

	Sticking and staying with God



 

This is a major problem today.

 

With so many teaching that you don’t need the local church

You can learn the Bible


	By listening to the radio

	By watching Christian TV

	By signing up for some teacher’s monthly
newsletter



 

Huge numbers of Christians have no commitments to their church
or they church hop all over the place.

 

If a Christian is going to have stability and a stedfast
testimony he or she must plug into the church that God wants them
in and


	Stay there

	Serve there

	Soul win there and

	Die there



 

Nothing else will build them in the faith.

 

They continued stedfastly

C. In breaking of bread

 

This is the Lord’s Supper.

 

There is nothing magical or mystical about taking the Lord’s
Supper.

 

It serves the purpose of reminding us of two important
doctrines.

 

1. The death burial and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

These people remembered what Christ had done to them and that
helped them give their lives for Him

 

2. The Lord’s return

They looked forward to His soon return and that purified their
lives

 

They continued stedfastly

D. In prayers

 

A church that will pray


	Earnestly

	Fervently and

	Consistently



Can change the world.

 

What led to the results of Acts 2:47?

These people were faithful to the things of God

 

Secondly these Christians were

II. UNITED TO EACH OTHER

Vs 44-45

 

A. They were together

 

There was a genuine love and concern for one another and it
manifested itself in the fact that they spent time together.

 

You and I both know if you care for someone you want to be with
them.

 

God give us such a love for each other that we like to get
together!

 

B. They had all things common

 

There was a matter of attitude that said, “What’s mine is
yours.”

 

Too often what happens is just the opposite, “What’s yours is
mine.”

 

C. They sold their possessions to meet the needs of
others.

 

They were so welded together that they supported each other both
spiritually and materially.

 

The Bible says

“Provoke one another unto love and good works.”

 

Here is the problem; I can’t provoke anybody that doesn’t have a
strong bond to me.

 

If I, as your pastor, approach you concerning some sin in your
life – if there is no bond, you’ll just wander off to any one of
the several dozen churches within driving distance and go
there.

 


	You don’t have to change

	You don’t have to tolerate the rebuke

	You just go to another church



 

And if that pastor gets to know you well enough that he rebukes
you sin, you just head off to another church.

 

But


	If there is a bond

	If there is a unity

	If there is a sense of knowing that God has welded you
together



 

Then you know you have to face the issues and correct the
errors, because you can’t go anywhere else.

 

Remember the Apostles in John chapter six?

 

Jesus had preached a hard message and most of His followers
abandoned Him.

 

Jesus turned to the Apostles and asked, “…Will ye
also go
away?          
Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of eternal life.”[1]

 

The Christians were faithful to the things of God

The Christians were united to one another

 

Thirdly these Christians were

III. PURPOSED IN LIFE

Vs 46

 

“singleness of heart.”

 

It means they were going in only one direction

 

Illustration:

RA Torrey and Vance Havner met on a train on time.

Torrey was the older preacher, much used of the Lord, Havner was
just getting started in the work of the Lord.

 

Torrey asked Havner what he was doing in the ministry and Havner
responded by saying he had several interests and had not settled on
just one thing.

 

Torrey’s counsel to Havner was, “Don’t be like a broom with a
lot of weak points. Be like a spear with one piercing tip.”

 

The early Christians


	They had a direction they were headed and

	They were purposed to get there



 

I want to suggest to you that the best purpose for your life and
mine is to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

There might be all sorts of worthy causes in the world today,
but there is only one eternal cause.

 

And if I were you I would plug my life into the Lord Jesus
Christ and spend the rest of my life, united with a church like
this

 

Doing God’s will as we find it in the Word of God.

 

Conclusion:

The early Christians were


	Faithful to the things of God

	United to one another and

	Purposed in their lives



….. And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved. (KJV)

 

 

Let’s Pray

Preached at BBC Astoria  12/9/90

BBC Puyallup 4-23-06

WBC Bremerton 5-5-06

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






[1] John 6:67-68

 














Chapter 18 I
AIN'T GOT MUCH - BUT I DO GOT SOMETHIN'


Acts 3:1-11

 

Peter and John, two of the Lord's Apostles, and two of the most
influential people in Jerusalem at this time, were coming to the
Temple to pray.

 

As they did so, they spied this cripple. A man who had been born
lame, and who had earned his living since he was old enough to do
so, by begging at the Temple.

 

As Peter looked down upon this poor man,

 

He couldn't help but be moved with compassion

But what could he
do?

 

As a preacher, he had won 3000 people to Christ and
baptized them in one day.

 

He had seen the resurrected Christ.

 

He had witnessed the miracles Christ
performed.

 

But what good was that for
this poor cripple?

 

He was not a physician, and even had he been,
they were not able to help him.

 

Peter was not an educated man by the standards
of his day.

In those days, the religious elite, the Pharisees and Sanhedrin,
thought of those without a college education as being only a little
better than an animal.

 

Peter didn't even have any money he good give
to ease the man's need temporarily.

 

Peter didn't have much, as far as the world could see, that
could be a help to this man.

 

But he did have something, AND HE GAVE THAT WHICH HE HAD!

 

And, by the way, you will notice that what he
gave, although not much so far as the world could see,
WAS A FAR BETTER GIFT THAN

Money

or even Medical Treatment.

 

Money would only have met his need for food
that day.

Medical help would have only eased the pain for
a short time.

 

But what Peter gave CHANGED THE MAN'S LIFE BOTH FOR ALL HIS
REMAINING DAYS ON EARTH, AND ON INTO ETERNITY.

 

(5000 men were saved as a result of this incident. Surely this
healed cripple was one of them!)

 

I am going to take my message this morning from Acts 3:6, and
the words,

"Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have
give I thee"

 

And, If you will pardon me, I am going to hillbilly that up a
bit, just cause it will help us remember it:

 

And Give this message the Title

I ain't got much, but I got
somethin!

 

I want to suggest to you that there are three things Peter had
to give to that poor crippled man that you and I have that we could
give just as well.

 

We may not have much money we can give

We may not feel like we have much education we can
give

We might not believe we are competent to be much help to
folks.

 

But if you are a child of God. If you are saved this
morning.

YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU CAN GIVE THOSE IN NEED OF THE HEALING
TOUCH OF CHRIST.

 

If you are saved today,

 

You have all you need to change a person's life for earth and
eternity.

 

Your money is not what is important about you.

Your education is not what is important about you

 

What is important about you are those things Christ gave for you
to give away!

 

Peter Didn't Have Much;

I. BUT HE DID
HAVE CONCERN!

One of the easiest things there is to demonstrate is that
Christianity has given the world a kind of concern for fellow human
beings that the world had never seen before!

 

People like to mention how religion has been the cause of almost
every war.

 

But why don't you look and see how it was before Christianity
came around!

 

Before Christianity,

Pharaoh ordered every male baby born to a Jewish family to be
thrown into the river and eaten by the Crocodiles

 

Before Christianity,

The Philistines and Syrians placed their babies on statues of
Molech to offer them to the god.

 

Molech had arms reaching out.

 

It's belly was hollowed out and a fire would be set in the
cavity. The parents would then place their baby in the arms of
Molech. —If it rolled into the fire, then it was a sacrifice to the
god.

—If it did not, then they would believe Molech wanted that baby
to survive.

 

Before Christianity.

King Ahasuerus ordered his wife Vashti to come out naked and
display herself to his friends.

 

Women, before the influence of Christianity were thought of as
possessions, less than human. Only a little better than a dog.

 

It was Christianity that said in Christ there is no difference
between male and female.

 

It was Christianity that taught that the wife was to be honored
and cherished.

 

Before Christianity

A wounded soldier was either left to die, or killed by his own
forces so he did not hinder the progress of his side.

 

Before Christianity

When an Egyptian king died, they killed his wives and servants
so they could serve him in the next life.

 

Before Christianity

The sport of choice was to watch a criminal be torn to bits by a
starved lion, or a raging bull.

 

Christianity,
more than any other single factor, brought to humanity a civility
and concern for fellow humans!

 

***The first hospitals were opened and operated
by Christians.

Christians have sent medical missionaries around the world.

 

***Christians have taught a kind of love the
world knew nothing about!

 

The Indians in America used to believe it was alright to kill a
person so long as you didn't dishonor his body by stealing from
him.

 

Christianity taught them not to kill at
all!

 

That Christianity gives
concern to the Christian can also be demonstrated in
the lives of those who have gotten saved and gained a
concern.

 

Billy Sunday was a Professional
Baseball Player, and a drunk.

His father had been killed in the civil war, and his mother was
not able to afford to raise him so she abandoned him at an
orphanage.

 

As a teenager, it his baseball skills became apparent, and he
was signed on as a professional player (in those days being a
professional athlete was NOT an honorable occupation.)

 

As a baseball player, Sunday travelled and caroused with his
baseball buddies. he partied and drank and cared for no one but
himself.

 

One night, while drinking with his friends, they came across
some workers from the Pacific Gardens Rescue Mission in Chicago.
Sunday listened as they presented to him the gospel plan of
salvation.

 

He accepted Christ and his whole life changed.

 

It wasn't long before he gave up his position as a baseball
player and went to work for the YMCA (which in those days was
devoted to winning the souls of America's youth to Christ).

 

He then went to work as the promotion man for Wilbur Chapman, a
powerful evangelist.

 

And finally, Sunday himself became an evangelist. The first time
he preached was his first revival campaign.

 

He was in a particular city getting things ready for Chapman's
revival there. Word came to him that Chapman had just accepted the
pastorate of a church and would not be able to do the revival
Sunday had already organized for, so the leaders of the city asked
him to preach the revival meetings himself.

 

The rest of Sunday's life was devoted to seeing people get
saved!

 

Christianity gives us a concern for people!

 

Peter had a concern.

 

1. Concern
enough to see the need. Acts 3:4

 

Every day, they pass me by.

I can see it in their eye

Lonely people filled with care

Headed who knows where.

 

On they go with private pain

hiding tears and fears

Laughter hides their silent cries

Only Jesus hears

 

People need the Lord

People need the Lord!

When will we realize

People need the Lord?

 

Look around you and every where you will see people who need the
Lord!

 

People who are
terrified of death and need the sure hope
of a home in heaven and salvation from hell

 

People who have
lost loved ones to death, and need the hope
they can see them again.

 

People who have
become slaves to sin, and need the hope of
forgiveness and cleansing.

 

People who are
struggling with their marriage or children
and need the hope that Christ can heal their problems

 



Secondly,

2. Peter had
enough concern to go to him

-Peter didn't see the need and walk by on the other side of the
road.

 

-Peter didn't try to ignore the fact that there was a cripple
there.

 

Peter saw the need, and went to
him!

 

It is great that we get together in church and
talk about the need of the people.

 

It is great that we try to pump each other up
about the fact that there is a need and make each other aware of
the need.

 

BUT SOONER OR LATER, IF WE ARE GOING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE, WE
HAVE TO STOP SAYING

 

"YES, I SEE THE NEED", AND GO TO THOSE WHO ARE IN
NEED!

 

The great work
of the church is not to stay together and educate
each other.

 

But to go therefore into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature!

 

Thirdly,

3. Peter was
concerned enough to speak to the need.

—It is true that we Christians must learn to give.

 

The church can't operate without faithful people who tithe

 

Missionaries can't go to the field and preach without faithful
people who give extra to missions.

 

—But the fact is, if all we do is give our money, we haven't
done much!

 

Our most valuable asset for Christ is not our pocket
book, but our vocal chords!

 

If we don't speak to the need.

If we don't tell people about the Lord Jesus Christ,

 

Then no one will get saved

 

And no lives will be changed!

 

Peter didn't have much, BUT HE DID HAVE CONCERN

 

Next, Peter didn't have much;

II. BUT HE DID
HAVE CHARACTER

Before Peter met Christ,
he was a character,

after he met Christ he
had character!

 

He had been a fisherman.

 

He was used to

rough language

Saying what he felt

Swinging first and thinking later.

 

But Christ changed all that.

No, not in a few minutes, but through the process of time.

 

Until we come to Acts 3 and find

 

1. Peter's
Faithfulness.

He was going to the Temple to pray.

 

And the construction of the sentence in Acts 3:1 tells us
that;

** First, this was a part of a
regularly scheduled service.

 

The Jews had services three times a day. At 9:00 AM, at 12:00
NOON, and at 3:00 PM (how would you like that!)

 

Peter was going to be a part of the regular prayer service at
the Temple.

 

** Second, this was the regular
practice of Peter.

 

Not only did the Jews have scheduled services three times a
day.

 

But Peter was in the habit of making it to them!

 

Peter was a consistent, faithful Christian. His was not a hit
and miss type of Christianity.

 

His was not a fair weather
Christianity.

 

His was not the kind of Christianity that made it to services
when nothing else was going on.

 

Peter was
FAITHFUL!

 

For Peter, Christianity was his priority. So being faithful to
the services were too!

 

If you have faithfulness, you have something worth giving!

 

Very few people will be impressed or affected by a Christian who
has Christianity on the side.

 

If it doesn't mean enough to
you to make it the most important part of your life, those who see
you won't think it is worth their even asking for!

 

But if your Christianity is your life!

 

If it consumes your thinking

If it occupies all your conversation

If it is the priority of your day

 

Those around you will at least be interested in learning about
it!

 

2. Peter had
prayer.

Jesus was talking to Peter one day before Jesus was
crucified.

 

Jesus told Peter these words:

"Behold, Satan hath desired to have you that he may
sift you as wheat," and then Jesus said

"But.. I have prayed for you… "

 

Jesus believed that prayer would make the difference between
Peter's being sifted by Satan or not!

 

Apparently Peter learned from that, cause he learned to
pray!

 

One of the most valuable assets we have as Christians is our
ability to go to God in prayer.

 

We might not have a fortune. But we
can pray to the One Who owns the wealth in every mine!

 

We might not be very educated. But we
can pray to the One Who has infinite knowledge!

 

We might not have much power, but we
can pray to the One Who upholds all things by His word!

 

It is absolutely true.

Prayer changes things!

 

And if you are saved, YOU CAN
PRAY!

 

You don't have to know any fancy prayer language to pray.

All you need to do is just pray!

 

Have a specific request to make of God

And then ask Him for it!

 

At first, don't worry too
much about whether it is right or not to pray for what you are
praying for. If it is something God doesn't want you to have, He
will let you know one way or another.

 

Just pray!

Peter had faithfulness, Peter had prayer and

 

3. Peter had Service.

Peter wasn't the kind to let everybody else serve God so he
could enjoy church.

 

Peter was right in the middle of what God was doing!

 

When the Lord showed up on the beach
while he and the disciples were fishing, he jumped out of the boat
so he could get to Christ sooner.

And Jesus told him to feed Christ's sheep

 

When the day of Pentecost was fully
come, it was Peter who stood to preach.

And 3000 were saved and baptized

 

When the crowd gathered around this
cripple who was now healed, Peter used the chance to
preach again!

And 5000 men were saved.

 

Peter served
God!

 

And again, this is something
that any Christian can do!

 

Not every Christian can be a pastor maybe.

Not every Christian might be qualified to teach
a Sunday School Class.

 

But every Christian is able to some ministry in
the church for the glory of God!

 

And every ministry works together to bring about life changing
results for people who need the Lord!

 

Peter didn't have much

but he did have concern, and

he did have character, and

 

Lastly,

III. PETER DID
HAVE CHRIST!

I am not trying to say that Christ is not much.

 

I am saying that, to those without Christ, Christ may not SEEM
like much.

 

Actually, the best we can ever give another soul, and the most
we can ever give them is Jesus Christ!

 

— If I give a person $50.00, it might feed them two or three
days.

— If I give a person their health, it might ease them the rest
of their life.

 

But when I give a person Christ, I have

- Helped them to become heirs to all the riches of
glory

- Introduced them to the Great Physician

- Given them access to the Wisdom of the
Ages

- Provided for them a handbook for living.

 

Through Christ we find

1. The Plan of
Salvation.

Jesus said

I AM the way the truth and the life, no man cometh
unto the Father but by me.

 

Jesus said

I AM the door by me if any man enter in he shall be
saved.

 

There is only one way to heaven, and when I give to a person
Jesus, I have given them that way!

 

If you are not yet saved.

If you do not know for sure you will go to heaven when you
die.

 

Let me tell you. IT IS THE
GREATEST THING EVER!

 

It is better than suddenly being able to walk
after not having walked your whole life!

 

It is better than have money and things.

 

It is better than having the friendships of
people.

 

Paul said he had gladly given up of those for the excellency of
Christ.

 

If you haven't yet gotten saved. Please, let us show you how to
be saved today!

 

Secondly. Through Christ we find

2. The Path to
Walk in this Life.

I always think about that whenever I read this story about the
cripple.

 

I can imagine him that day as he was walking and
leaping and praising God.

 

Everybody is excited, he more than any of the
others.

 

But you know what?

 

Sooner or later the crowd lost their
amazement!

 

Sooner or later they all forgot that he used to
be a cripple, and they went about their business.

 

ONLY NOW HE COULD WALK, AND THEY WOULD ALL EXPECT HIM TO GO OUT
AND EARN HIS OWN KEEP!

 

He had to learn a NEW WAY to walk!

 

They wouldn't give him alms any more!

 

——————————

When we get saved, God does more than just save us.

 

He gives us all that we need to live the rest of our lives
right!

 

- He gives us the Bible, to point to us the right
way.

- He gives us the Holy Spirit, to lead us and teach us
the truths of the Bible, and.

- He give us the church, to encourage us and strengthen
us to obey what we learn in the Bible!

 

Silver and gold have I
none, but such as I have give I thee!

 

We may not have much in the world's eyes!

But what we do have is so much better!

 

Let's Pray
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Chapter 19
WHEN JESUS COMES


Acts 3:11-21

 

Somewhere around the 1st of each year I like to preach a message
about the return of Jesus Christ.

 

The changing of the year always reminds me that Jesus has
promised to return soon.

 

Some time ago I read Acts 3:19-21 in my devotion time and two
similar phrases caught my eye.

 

Times of refreshing vs 19

Times of restitution vs 21

 

I wrote them down on a sheet of paper, put it in my folder on
sermon starters and gave it some time to bake.

 

Quite a while later I was reading in Hebrews and came to 9:10
which reads;

“Which stood only in meats and drinks and divers washings,
and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of
reformation.”

 

I put those three phrases together to construct this sermon
entitled

 

WHEN JESUS COMES

 

Look at Acts 3:19 at the phrase

I. TIMES OF REFRESHING

This phrase is full of meaning

 

I looked up the words

refreshing

restitution

reformation in both Greek and English dictionaries.

 

I thought it was interesting that in all three cases these words
are found only once in the New Testament.

 

And all of them in reference to the coming of the Lord.

 

The word refreshing is a great word.

 

1. It brings to mind the idea of refreshment.

 

In High School I worked hauling hay in the summers.  It
could sure get hot in Eastern Washington and Oregon with the sun
beating down and 100 plus temperature.

I will never forget how refreshing a really cold Pepsi was back
then!

 

We didn’t drink them, we just opened our mouths, poured them in
AND THEY EVAPORATED!

 

When Jesus comes it will be a time of refreshing!

 

Just like that cold drink in a hot day after work.

 

Jesus will refresh those that have worked for Him amidst the
heat of a world against Christ!

 

These days all who live godly in Christ Jesus suffer some kind
of persecution.

 

This is a time of work.  Work is hard.  All of us long
for the end of the shift!

 

When Jesus comes the trumpet will sound - that’s the quitting
whistle!

 

And Jesus will come, with refreshments for those that have
labored for Him!

 

you know

I like Pepsi about any time.  But it is especially good
after working hard.

 

Jesus is always good.

Heaven will always be good.

 

But it will seem especially good to those who have labored hard
through the trials of this world serving Jesus.

 

When Jesus comes we will have a refreshed desire to worship.

 

Go to Hebrews 9:10 and consider the phrase

II. TIME OF REFORMATION

This word means to thoroughly straighten out or to rectify.

 

It reminds me of the time we call “the Reformation” having to do
with those who protested the errors of Catholicism.

 

Our text specifically refers not to when Jesus will come again
but when He came the first time.

 

He brought reform to the errors of the Jewish religious
system.

 

But the truth is, when Jesus does come it will be another time
of reformation.

 

1. He will remove the faults and abuses of the present
world system.

 

False religion will be done away with

As will anti Christ and his evil government.

 

The abuses of evil and selfish men in High places will be
removed and rectified.

 

Jesus, riding a white horse in Revelation 19 will slay with the
sword of His Word the armies of ungodliness and cast

The beast

The false prophet and

the Devil

into the bottomless pit!

 

Reformation not only means to remove faults and abuses but

2. To change to an improved system

 

In Revelation 20 we read that when Jesus comes

 

He will establish a reign on this earth for 1000 years.

 

He will sit upon the throne of David in Jerusalem Himself and
rule with a rod of iron.

 

He will put those who refused to serve Satan in authority under
Him and

 

He will maintain an improved government where no evil is
allowed.

 

He will improve nature


               
People will not die for 1000 years


               
Children will not be in danger of wild animals


               
The lion and the lamb shall lie down together

 

He will also improve the country around Jerusalem


               
The Dead Sea will be made fresh and teaming with fish


               
The desert around the Sea will blossom with flowers

 

He will improve this world.

 

Finally here, reformation means,

3. To form again

 

And in Revelation 21 we find that this earth will pass away.

 

God will make a New Heaven and a New Earth.

 

These have never known sin or corruption.

 

In these there will be

No tears

No sorrow

No death

No crying

Nor anymore pain for these will have passed away!

 

When Jesus comes there will be

a time of refreshing

a time of reformation and

III. A TIME OF RESTITUTION

Acts 3:21

 

This word for the most of us brings to mind a payback.

 

God has told us that there is a law which can’t be broken.

 

The law of sowing and reaping.

 

Those who sow good seed of righteousness and faith will read
life everlasting

 

Those who sow seeds of wickedness will reap destruction and
misery.

 

Another way to say this is PAYDAY SOMEDAY!

 

When Jesus comes it will be a time of Restitution.

 

It will be PAYDAY

 

Those who have received Jesus Christ as Saviour will receive at
that time the fullness of the inheritance of the saints.

 

We are called, who are Christians, joint heirs with Jesus
Christ.

 

We will receive that inheritance when Jesus comes.

 

All of the trials we have suffered for the Lord will be paid for
then.

 

All the earthly reward we refused because we desired treasures
in heaven will be paid for then.

 

All of the possession we did not gain in this world because we
invested our money in to our church and missions will paid for
then.

 

IT IS A TIME OF RESTITUTION.

 

Proverbs 19:17 says

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth to the Lord and that
which he hath given him will He pay him again.

 

When Jesus comes He will pay you back!

 

But payday someday also awaits those who are without Jesus
Christ.

 

Listen to the words of 2 Thess 1:7-9

… when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction… .

 

He isn’t just talking about murderers here.

He is talking about any who know not God and have not obeyed the
gospel.

 

The only sin that sends a soul to eternal hell is the sin of
refusing to receive Jesus Christ as Saviour!

 

No matter how good you have been, if you have committed this sin
you are hell bound!

 

And you need to accept Christ before it is your payday!

 

 Restitution also means

2. Restore to former position

 

In our case today that has got to mean “restore to the image of
God and to the innocency of Adam and Eve before they sinned!”

 

Restitution is often used to refer to being restored to
health.

 

1 Cor 15:52-53 speaks of

this corruptible must put on incorruption and this mortal must
put on immortality.

 

When Jesus comes we who have Christ will experience the change
of our bodies.

 

The corruption of disease and sickness will be done away.

 

The mortality and death of our bodies will be a thing of the
past.

 

Conclusion:

With the passing of another year we know that the return of
Jesus is drawing near.

 

We do not know when it will be

could be this year

could be 100 years.

 

In Acts 3:19 that Apostle Peter, talking to an unsaved crowd
gave these instructions:

 

“Repent ye therefore and be converted that your sins may be
blotted out.”

 

Whether or not you obey or have obeyed his words will determine
your reaction when Jesus comes.

 

Those who have repented will rejoice

Those who have not will be filled with remorse.

 

When Jesus comes, which will you be?

 

Let’s pray
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Chapter 20
WHITE UNTO HARVEST


Acts 3:19

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord; (KJV)

 

This morning I am going to bring the last message in this series
I have been doing on responsibilities in the harvest.

 

Allow me to say it one more time.

GOD HAS BLESSED US WITH FIELDS WHITE TO HARVEST!

 

It is such a blessing to see the number of souls coming to the
Saviour.  To see the way GOD has been working in the hearts of
people around town and within this church, and to see the desire
for godliness that is developing in so many.

 

You are getting to be a part of the greatest thing on this
earth… THE WORK OF GOD!

 

Don't ever think that being a Christian is a petty
thing

Don't ever think that attending church is trivial,
or

That winning souls is menial.

 

There can be a tendency among Christians to grow down in the
mouth.  To feel like everybody hates you and nobody likes you,
so you'll just go crawl under a rock and wait for Christ to
return.

 

And while it is true that Christianity has enemies.  And it
is true that they sometimes look mighty fearsome… .

 

IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT OUR GOD IS GREATER THAN ALL THE
FORCES OF HELL AN EARTH COMBINED!

 

We are on the winning side!

 

The devil is NOT winning!

 

He is a like wild lion, trapped in the net, and fighting for his
life!

 

GET EXCITED ABOUT BEING SAVED!

GET EXCITED ABOUT LIVING FOR GOD!  And

GET EXCITED ABOUT WORKING FOR GOD IN THIS
CHURCH!

 

The fields ARE white to harvest!

 

So this morning I want to give you the eight responsibility that
belongs to us especially concerning the harvest.

 

REPENT YE
THEREFORE!

 

Repentance is a major doctrine in the Christian faith.

 

Did you know that you can't be saved unless you repent?

 

That's right!

 

The Bible says

2 Cor 7:10

For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to
be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
(KJV)

 

In fact, repentance so much a part of salvation that, it is
often used as synonymous with salvation.

 

For instance,

2 Pet 3:9

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance. (KJV)

 

Now, what that verse means is that God is anxious for
all to be saved.

But He expresses it by saying, that all should come to
repentance.

 

You may not have consciously used the word repent when you got
saved, but it was a part of your salvation or you aren't saved!

 

YOU SEE HOW IMPORTANT OF A DOCTRINE IT IS?

 

So, with that in mind, I have three things I would like to bring
to your attention today:

 

I. THE MEANING OF REPENTANCE.

 

With such an important doctrine as repentance, there is always a
need to

 

Teach the newest Christians what it means.

 

And to remind the older Christians what it
means.

 

A. Repentance, in its most basic form, simply means to
change.

 

1. You change your mind


           
I believe this is the repentance necessary for
     salvation.

 

You used to
think you were good enough.

But now, you have change you mind.

 

You understand that you are a sinner in the sight of God.

You realize that all sin, even the smallest of sins, is a big
sin to God.

 

And you know that you can never pay for those sins well enough
to be forgiven of them!

 

You used to
think you would go to heaven based upon keeping the ten
commandments

Somewhere in your life, you heard about the Ten Commandments of
God…

Honor thy father and thy mother

Thou shalt not kill

Thou shalt not commit adultery

Thou shalt not steal

Thou shalt not bear false witness, and,

Thou shalt not covet

 

You thought that if you could only obey them, that would make
God happy enough with you to let you go to heaven.

 

Trouble is, you've probably broken several of
these commandments in your lifetime!

 

(It is an interesting side note that, when asked about the Ten
Commandments, those who are trying to go to heaven by obeying them,
only know the last six.

They don't even know about the first four which are:

Thou shalt have no other gods before me

Not make any graven image

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain

Honor the sabbath, to keep it holy, six days thou shalt
labour… but the seventh is a day of rest.

 

Most people who are trying to get to heaven by obeying the Ten
Commandments, have no idea that these four are even in there!

 

You once thought you could go to heaven by
obeying the Ten Commandments, but now you have changed your mind
and you know that won't do!

 

You realize that you have already broken the Ten Commandments,
an besides, God never intended them as a means to salvation, so you
have changed your mind about that.

 

Once you
thought you could just slide by.

You figured God was too loving and kind to send anyone to hell,
except for maybe the very worst sinners, and you knew you weren't
one of them.

 

So you just figured that when the time came to die, God would
let you pass!

 

But now you know better than that too.

 

You know that God is as JUST and as HOLY as He is LOVING.

 

And you know that even thought God loves the sinner and doesn't
want them to go to hell, God's justice demands that sin be paid
for, and eternal hell is the only place a person can pay their own
sin debt.

 

So you have changed you mind about that.

 

At one
time, you may have thought there was no life after
death

But something inside you told you that wasn't true.

 

So when you heard the good news that Jesus came to pay the
penalty for every person's sins.

 

When you heard that HE took your sins

And HE died for those sins, and that

HE rose again from the dead

 

And that HE said I go and prepare a place for you.

 

You changed you mind about all those things you used to think
about salvation

 

And you CALLED UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST AND ASKED HIM TO FORGIVE YOUR SINS

AND SAVE YOU FROM HELL

AND GIVE YOU A HOME WITH HIM IN
HEAVEN!

 

Isn't that what you
did?

 

If it is, you changed your mind (repented) an got saved!

 

Repentance means to change.

 

2. You change your direction

Look with me at:

Matt 7:13-14

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
(KJV)

 

I want you to consider with me this fact.

 

You do not enter the straight gate to get saved. 
You can't, if you could, that would be a works salvation and the
Bible says that good works cannot save you.

 

Instead, the moment you get saved, GOD places you on the way
that leads to life.

 

Now, there are two roads Jesus tells us about.

Only two, and everybody is on one or the other.

 

There is
the road road that leads to destruction and
hell.

Jesus says that most people are on it.

In fact, that is the road we are born on!

 

Man, left to himself, and without change, will go to hell!

 

Even if we are born to Christian parents, if we don't change
roads, we will go to hell.

 

Even if we live good and clean and moral lives, if we don't
change the road we are on, we will end up in hell.

 

The road that leads to hell is the easiest road to take, because
it requires no repentance, no change! (And we always resist
change.)

 

The other
road is the one that leads to life
everlasting.

Jesus said this road is narrow and straight, and there are few
that travel on it.

 

No one is one the straight road except they are there on
purpose.  By choice.

 

There is only one on ramp on this road.  It is through
salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

So

if you are on the road that leads to heaven, there
was a point in your life when you asked Christ to save
you.

 

And there are absolutely NO exits from the road that leads to
life eternal!

 

Once you are on it, no one can get you off it!

 

But, you have changed directions.  You used to be going one
way (down to hell.)

Now your going the other way (up to heaven).

 

(It is also easier to go down than up, so we
experience some hardships while we are on the straight road, that
we wouldn't have if we had stayed on the broad
road.)

 

Repentance means to change

 

3. You change your lifestyle.

This is a choice we make AFTER we have been saved.

 

And one of the reasons why I KNOW that we do not have to change
our lifestyle in order to be saved,

 

IS BECAUSE SO MUCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IS WRITTEN IN AN EFFORT
TO CONVINCE THE SAVE TO CHANGE THEIR LIFESTYLES!

 

Consider with me three passages that are very well known

 

1. Romans
12:1

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service."

 

That verse, if it tells us anything, is that you do not have to
present your bodies a living sacrifice in order to be saved.

 

These people were already saved, but they are being begged to
present their bodies as living sacrifices to God!

 

There is nothing I long for more, than to convince you that are
saved, that you ought to give yourself wholly to God!

 

Nothing is more important to me than seeing Christians give
themselves to God's service.

 

BUT YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT TO BE SAVED!

 

2. Ephesians
4:1

"I Therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called."

 

See it again, You do not have to walk worthy of your salvation
in order to be saved!

 

If I have devote my life to anything, it is to try to get
Christians to walk worthy of Christ.

 

There are any number of congregations you can attend in town, if
you just want to go somewhere and feel good about Jesus!

 

If you want to go somewhere where you can

meet new people

find someone to help you when you are needy

and socialize.

 

Man, YOU CAN TAKE YOUR PICK!

 

If you want to go to a congregation that soft peddles the hard
issues

and never steps on your toes

 

You can find plenty of them around.

 

BUT I AM COMMITTED TO BEGGING YOU TO WALK WORTHY OF CHRIST!

 

I am committed to urging you to quit your
sin.

I am committed to pleading with you to live right with
God

 

I am committed to preaching messages that hit you where
you need it, offering an invitation, and begging you to use it,
where you can come and make things right.

 

And, when you do not, I go to God in prayer and beg HIM to plead
with you to make it right next week!

 

It is so important that Christians walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith we are called.

 

But you don't have to to be saved.

 

3. 1 Peter
2:11-12

"Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul;

 Having your conversation honest among the
Gentiles, that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they
may, by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in
the day of visitation."

 

Did you get that?

 

This verse, speaking to those who were already saved, asked them
to abstain from fleshly lusts!

 

Now, wait a minute.

 

I believe with all of my heart that a Christian ought not give
in to sinful and fleshly lusts.

 

Oh how it grieves the heart of God when one of His own dear
children, lusts after and covets and endulges in the pleasures of
sin for a season.

 

It tramples down the grace of God

It brings a reproach upon the name of God,
and

It places a stumbling block in the work of
God.

 

But you don't have to abstain from fleshly lust to be saved.

 

Repentance means CHANGE

 

***You repent, and change your mind in order to be
saved. Then,

***God places you on narrow road, and you change your
eternal direction.  And then,

***GOD BEGINS TO BEG YOU TO REPENT and change your
lifestyle while on earth, for His glory.

 

Doesn't the fact that God begs you to repent and change
your lifestyle MAKE YOU WANT TO DO IT?

 

If you don't, you are slapping the One who saved you in the
face!

 

Next consider

II. THE NEED FOR REPENTANCE.

I won't be-labor this point much, because most of what I will
say has already been said under the first heading.

 

However, just to make it perfectly clear, allow me to list for
you three reasons why it is needful for you and I to repent.

 

1. Repentance is necessary for salvation.

    it is just that simple.

 

No repentance - no salvation!

 

You must turn from idols to the living God!

 

You must forget about being good enough

Forget about earning your way to heaven

Forget about thinking God will let you slide through.

 

If you want to go to heaven

 

You will have to change your mind AND realize that God
said

YOU ARE A SINNER

 

God said

YOU CAN NOT MAKE IT TO HEAVEN BECAUSE OF YOU
SIN.

 

God said

JESUS DIED TO PAY FOR YOUR SINS

 

And God said

WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE
SAVED!

 

If you have never asked Christ to forgive your sins and save you
I want you to do something for me…

 

I want you to think about your last sin.  What was the last
thing you did, that you knew you shouldn't have?

 

That one sin, no matter how small you thought it was, IS ENOUGH
TO CONDEMN YOU FOREVER IN HELL!

 

That ought to make you sorry for that sin and want to repent and
get saved!

 

2. Repentance is necessary for
sanctification.

Rather that is a doctrine all by itself and I don't want to
speak much about it today.

 

Just suffice it to say, if you want to be clean in God's
eyes.  If you want to be close to God, to walk with God,
you'll need to repent of those lifestyle sins.

 

You'll have to change the way you live in obedience to the
Bible.

 

3. Repentance is necessary of usefulness.

What I mean by this is that you will not be useful to the Lord
in winning others to salvation or in leading others in a better
walk with God

 

Unless you repent an change how you live to fit the Word of
God!

 

You need to REPENT!

 

If you want to help in the harvest!

 

III. THE RESULTS OF REPENTANCE.

Now, I'll finish the message by giving you what will happen if
you will repent:

 

You'll gain

1. A HOME IN HEAVEN.

As a bonus for salvation.

 

Salvation is really escaping hell.  If all God did when he
saved us is rescue us from hell.

 

If salvation was ceasing to exist so we wouldn't have to suffer
hell, it would be worth getting saved.

 

But with salvation, we get heaven as an added bonus!

 

You'll gain

2. A HEART THAT IS PURE.

There is very little that is better than being free from
guilt!

 

When I was a kid, I used to baby-sit my brothers and
sisters.  But I wasn't always the best at it.

 

Sometimes we would get into fights, and tear the house
down. 

 

One time we broke a table lamp.

 

LET ME TELL YOU, WE WERE MISERABLE ALL THE REST OF THE DAY,
KNOWING WE WERE IN FOR IT!

 

But sometimes, we would be little angels.  We would clean
the house up.  Make it spotless for when mom came
home. 

 

THOSE DAYS, WE WERE ANXIOUS FOR MOM TO GET HOME!

 

Repentance leads to

3. A HAPPY LIFETIME.

There is nobody happier than the person who is right with
God!

 

No body!

 

Paul said

Repent ye therefore.

 

Change!

Change your mind, and ask Christ to save
you

Change your direction, and go to heaven, not hell,
and

Change your lifestyle, and let God use you to see others
saved, happy, and holy!

 

Let's Pray
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Chapter 21
THE UNIQUENESS OF CHRISTIANITY


Acts 4:12

 

From time to time I like to preach a message that is
“apologetic” in nature.

 

I mean it is a message that tries to answer the question
“why.”

 

And I want to try to answer the question this morning, “Why
should a person be a Christian as opposed to one of the other
religions of the world?”

 

When you take a look around, you would almost think that
Christianity is a losing system of faith.

 

-They say that Islam is the fastest growing religion in the
world today.

 

Ø       That despite its
terroristic tendencies

Ø       That despite its
tie to the 9-11  horror

Ø      That despite its obvious
suppression of individual  freedoms

 

-In our area, the oriental systems of religion seem to be
growing.

Ø       Temples are being
constructed around the West Coast

Ø      Shrines and such can be
observed driving down 72nd Ave

 

-Satanism is on the rise

Ø       When I was in High
School you heard rumors of occult organizations here and
there

Ø       Today we meet
Satanists out door knocking—

Ø      Nearly every community
sports its own satanic group

 

-Secular humanism and atheism are stronger than ever.

 

It used to be that America could be considered a Christian
nation.

You could assume that most people, even if they were not
Christians, believed in God and respected those who were
Christians.

 

Today there are whole generations of people who have

Ø       Never once entered
the door of a church

Ø       Never once said a
prayer and

Ø      Never once heard the
name of Jesus Christ except as a curse word

 

-Even Jesus said that if a person chose Christianity, he was
choosing a difficult path.

John 15:18-19

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me
before it hated you.

If ye were of the world, the world would love his
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out
of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
(KJV)

 

Matt 7:13-14

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it. (KJV)

 

So as you look around the world it almost appears that taking up
the cross of Christianity is the same as joining a losing team.

 

So


	Why would a person want to become a
Christian?

	Why would a person want to profess to be a follower of
Jesus Christ?



 

I want to give you four characteristics of Christianity that are
unique to Christianity and that make it the only faith I would want
to practice—even though it is not the easiest faith to choose.

 

First

I. A FAITH THAT IS STABLE

Acts 2:36

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ. (KJV)

 

A. Christianity is assured that the Jesus who was
crucified is Lord and Christ.

 

He is God!

It was God who hung on that tree nearly 200 years ago.

 

Acts 1:3

To whom also he shewed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God: (KJV)

 

Notice the term “many infallible
proofs.”

 

Christians are assured that not only was Jesus God but that
after He died and was buried, He arose.

 

You ask a Buddhist to give you one substantial piece of evidence
that Buddha is alive - he can’t do it.

 

But there is proof that Jesus is alive!

 

After His passion (His death) Jesus walked among men for forty
days, and shewed Himself alive.

 

Ø       People saw the
resurrected Christ

Ø       People ate with
the resurrected Christ

Ø       People touched the
resurrected Christ

 

It wasn’t just God’s spirit in Jesus they saw - they saw His
body also.

 

And there is the empty tomb to prove it.

 

1 Corinthians 15 tells us that

Ø       Peter saw him
alive

Ø       James saw Him
alive

Ø       The apostles
together saw Him alive

Ø       Over 500 people at
once saw Him alive and

Ø       Paul saw Him
alive

 

Christianity is a stable faith because the One we worship not
only said He was God but He died for our sins and rose again from
the grave to prove He is God.

 

Our faith is also stable because of

B. An unquestionable salvation

Acts 2:21

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved. (KJV)

 

Ø       It is true that we
need to examine ourselves from time to time to be sure of our
salvation

Ø       It is true that we
need to examine ourselves to be sure we are walking worthy of our
salvation

 

But if we have called upon the name of the Lord to save us, we
have a Bible promise and we KNOW we have eternal life.

 

I Jn 5:13

These things have I written unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal
life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of
God. (KJV)

 

Christianity is unique because it offers a stable faith.

 

Secondly Christianity is unique because it provides

II. A FORGIVENESS THAT IS SURE

Heb 10:16-17

This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their
hearts, and in their minds will I write them;

And their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more. (KJV)

 

What a promise from the Bible.

 

God says to the one who has called upon the name of the Lord
that he will not remember their sins and iniquities.

 

-The Psalmist said that the sins of the saved person would be
removed as far as the East is from the West - a distance that is
impossible to measure because it goes on into infinity.

 

O Listen; there is no reason for anybody to be burdened with
guilt over sin.

 

He Christian’s God wants to remove that sin forever - never to
be remembered again.

 

All God asks is that we do as he commands in the Word of God and
confess that sin (which by the way implies forsaking it) and he
will be faithful and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9.)

 

Can you imagine that?

Ø       Those sins you
fret about

Ø       Those sins you
feel you cannot overcome

Ø       Those sins you
hate yourself for

 

Are forgiven by the Lord in Jesus Christ.

 

It does not mean you get to keep doing them.  God wants you
to turn from your sins and obey Him.

 

But it does mean that if you know Jesus Christ as Saviour - God
will not hold those sins over you in eternity.

 

The uniqueness of Christianity

It offers a stable faith - not subject to the whims of men

It provides forgiveness of sins - removed completely and
remembered no more.

 

Thirdly, Christianity is unique in that it offers

III. FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SAVIOUR

I John 1:3

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ. (KJV)

 

What a blessing it is that God would offer sinful men an escape
from eternity in hell.

 

If that were all God gave us it would be far more than we
deserved and we would have to sing praises to the Lord.

 

But it is an utterly fantastic truth that God also elevates
those whom he saves into heaven itself.

 

John 1:12

But as many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name: (KJV)

 

Rom 8:16-17

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together. (KJV)

 

God not only rescues us from the family of the Devil, He then
places us in His own family!

 

And then - He not only makes us children of God, but he makes us
joint heirs - with Jesus Christ.

 

I don’t know how to tell you the wonder of that!

 

No cult can offer such marvelous grace.

 

The cults are built upon what man can do

 

Man has to earn his way for everything in eternity.

 

Ø       If he doesn’t live
right - he get reincarnated as a bug

Ø       If he doesn’t obey
God - he risks losing his salvation

Ø       If he doesn’t do
right - he won’t make it to the highest of the heavens

 

Christianity is not like that at all.

 

It is unique in that the Christian is made part of God’s family
and then brought to the position of friendship and fellowship with
God.

 

Abraham, who is also called the father of the faith, was known
in the Bible as “the friend of God”
(James 2:23.)

 

The Bible encourages the Christian to call God
“abba, Father” (Romans 8:5.) Which is the
same as calling Him “daddy.”

 

Hebrews 4:16 tells us that we can

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need. (KJV)

 

The cults have a gods that are fearful and angry.

They serve gods that must be appeased through sacrifices.

 

The Christian has a God who has been appeased through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

 

And who now welcomes us into His presence if only we will come
in humility.

 

Christianity is unique in that

Ø       It offers a stable
faith - not subject to the whims of men

Ø       It provides
forgiveness of sins - removed completely and remembered no
more.

Ø       If welcomes us to
fellowship with the Saviour

 

Fourthly, Christianity is unique in that it holds before us

IV. A FUTURE THAT IS SATISFYING

Titus 2:11-13

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men,

Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world;

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; (KJV)

 

This world fears

Ø       The end of all
things and

Ø       The wrath of God
and

Ø       The return of the
Lord

 

But the Christian looks forward to that day as our “blessed
hope.”

 

Ø       The Christian
knows he has escaped the wrath of God

Ø       The Christ knows
that the return of Christ means we will spend eternity in heaven
with Him

Ø       The Christian
knows that the end of this world means the beginning of a perfect
one.

 

Christianity is realistic.

 

Ø       We see what is
happening in our world today and

Ø       We recognize that
things keep getting worse and worse.

 

But we have a promise in the Word of God that it won’t end this
way.

 

Rev 21:1-5

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no
more sea.

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are
true and faithful. (KJV)

 

Ø       Someday there will
be no more death

Ø       Someday there will
be no more sin

Ø       Someday there will
be no more tears

Ø       Someday there will
be no more pain

 

And that promise is unique to Christianity.

 

Conclusion:

Christianity does not promise if you die for your faith you will
have many wives in eternity

Christianity does not promise if you suffer on earth you will be
a part of the 144,000 in paradise

 

Christianity seldom offers the same charismatic type leadership
the world’s cults and religions do.

 

But Christianity does offer

Ø       A faith that is
stable

Ø       A forgiveness that
is sure

Ø       A fellowship with
the Saviour and

Ø       A future that is
satisfying

 

Let’s Pray
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Chapter 22
WHO HAVE YOU BEEN WITH?


Acts 4:1-13

 

I did not grow up in a Christian home, but I did grow up pretty
honest.

 

Ø       I hadn’t gotten in
too much trouble in school.

Ø       I hadn’t been much
of a problem for my parents

 

And outside of some things I thought were simple fun things - I
had been a fairly good citizen.

 

And because of it, I had not had too many dealings with the
police.

 

Not until the day they arrived at my house with a large “paddy
wagon.”

 

The big van pulled up outside of my house.

The biggest police officer I think I have ever seen stepped out
and

Knocked on my front door, and I was terrified!

 

I was so afraid when I opened the door that when he asked for
David McKenzie, I had could not remember that my brother Wes’ first
name is really David.

 

Ø       When a person
isn’t used to doing wrong

Ø       When a person
isn’t used to answering to the judge and

Ø       When a person
isn’t used to going to jail

 

The thought of those things can strike terror into you.

 

And so I feel a little empathy for Peter and
John.

 

They aren’t the kind of guys who grew up having run-ins with the
law.

 

Ø       They had not
always been Christians and

Ø       They had been
rough fishermen

 

But they were not the kind of men who were jailed and brought
before governors.

 

Their crime was simply this - they had been used of the Lord to
heal a crippled man and, when a crowd gathered to find out how they
had done it, they had preached Jesus and 5000 men had trusted
Christ as Saviour.

 

Ø       The uproar in the
Temple over the healing of the cripple and

Ø       The upheaval of
Jewish worship over so many converting to Christ

Had left the Jewish leadership without recourse.

 

They threw Peter and John into jail hoping to

Ø       Terrorize the
crowd out of following the Lord and to

Ø       Intimidate the
disciples into refusing to witness any more

 

The next morning they

Ø       Brought Peter and
John out of the prison

Ø       Placed them in the
midst of this powerful group of world leaders and

Ø       Asked them to give
an account of their deeds

 

Ø      I would have been
trembling!

Ø      I would have been
shaking in my boots!

 

Ø      I would have had such a
dry mouth my tongue would be stuck to the roof of my
mouth.

 

Ø      I would have
hyperventilated and passed out from the sheer terror of speaking in
such circumstances!

 

Not Peter and John.

 

These ordinary and unlearned men faced the panel of power
leaders and, with a boldness that was undeniable

 

Preached to tem one of the most powerful messages in all of the
Bible, climaxing with the words;

Acts 4:12

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved. (KJV)

 

And it was in those circumstances that the Bible says these
powerful leaders of religious thought

“took knowledge of them that they had been with
Jesus.”

 

I want to ask you the question today

With whom have you been?

 

These men had been with Jesus.

With whom have you been?

 

These men had followed the Saviour of the
world

With whom have you been?

 

These men had helped to lead hundreds and thousands out
of hell and into heaven

With whom have you been?

 

These men still change the world though they died 2000
years ago

With whom have you been?

 

We have too many young people who are setting their sites too
low!

 

We have too many young people who

 

Ø       Have no plans for
their lives

Ø       Have worldly plans
for their lives

Ø       Have selfish plans
for their lives

Ø       Have sinful plans
for their lives

 

And it’s time someone says - wake up!

 

It’s time someone gets hold of the youth in America today and
challenges them to do something with their lives besides survive
until they die.

 

These men had been with Jesus and they changed the
world.

With whom have you been?

 

It was obvious

Ø       To the High
Priest

Ø       To the Scribes
and

Ø       To those who led
Israel

That these men had been with Jesus

 

 

I wanted to see if I could find out why.

 

I wanted to see if I could see anything in their lives that made
it so obvious to the world around them that they had been with
Jesus.

 

And what I found I want to preach to you this afternoon:

 

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because

I. THEY HAD BEEN WITH JESUS

This was Peter and John

 

These were two of the twelve Apostles - the twelve closest
companions of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Peter and John had followed the Lord as He walked on the earth
for 3 ½ years.

 

They had seen Him

Ø       Heal the
sick

Ø       Calm the
storms

Ø       Feed 5000 with
only five loaves and two fishes

 

They had heard Him preach

Ø       The Sermon on the
Mount

Ø       The Kingdom of
Heaven Parables and

Ø       The sermon
concerning the end of all things

 

But Peter and John were even closer to the Lord than one of the
twelve.

 

Peter and James and John were part of what we refer to as the
“inner circle.”

 

They always seemed to go just a little farther with the Lord
than even the rest of the twelve did.

 

Ø       They were there
when He was transfigured into His glorious form

Ø       They were there in
the Garden of Gethsemene when He prayed “not my will, thine be
done.”

 

John was later to testify concerning his knowledge of
Christ,

I John 1:1

That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
(KJV)

 

And Peter said

2 Pet 1:17-18

For he received from God the Father honour and
glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent
glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.

And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when
we were with him in the holy mount. (KJV)

 

The reason people took knowledge that they had been with Jesus
is because they HAD been with Jesus.

 

And I am saying we need some young people to take up the
challenge today to have a real walk with Jesus Christ!

 

We need some young people who will, by the grace of God
determine to

Ø       Know
Christ

Ø       Know His Word
and

Ø       Know His will for
their lives

 

I am not talking about religion

 

I am talking about having a real walk with the Lord.

 

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because they
had been with Jesus

 

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because

II. OF THEIR ACTIONS

Acts 3:1-7

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple
at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.

And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is
called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the
temple;

Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the
temple asked an alms.

And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John,
said, Look on us.

And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive
something of them.

Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but
such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
rise up and walk.

And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him
up: and immediately his feet and ancle bones received
strength.(KJV)

 

Peter and John weren’t too concerned about silly things like
silver and gold.

 

They had something far better to live for.

 

They had purpose.

 

They had been with Jesus and Jesus had made them to become
fishers of men.

 

And that is what they lived for.

 

I have just a little concern for a type of Christianity that is
more interested in marketing and money and material things than it
is about lost souls.

 

I wonder if a person is really saved when all they want to talk
about is

Ø       The car they want
to by

Ø       The job they want
to have

Ø       The girl they want
to marry

Ø       The sport they
like to play

 

And you can’t get them to ever tell somebody how to go to
heaven.

 

I wonder if they are going to go to heaven themselves!

 

When you have been with Jesus - you are going to have to tell
someone else how they can be with Him too.

 

You won’t be able to help it.

 

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because they
had been with Jesus

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because of
their actions

 

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because

III. OF THEIR APPEARANCE

 

I don’t know that I can prove this by this text, but I am
convinced that the disciples looked different than others did.

 

You can’t get around the fact that the Bible speaks a lot about
our appearance -

Ø       What we wear and
don’t wear

Ø       How we keep our
hair

Ø       In what ways we
adorn ourselves

 

Someone says, “You Christians shouldn’t judge others for how
they dress.”

 

The Bible says

James 2:1-4

My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of
persons.

For if there come unto your assembly a man with a
gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in
vile raiment;

And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay
clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say
to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my
footstool:

Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are
become judges of evil thoughts? (KJV)

 

It would be wicked if we treated the person who was obviously
wealthy by their clothing better than we treated the person who is
obviously poor by their clothing.

 

But the Bible does not say that a Christian can wear whatever
they choose and God will be pleased with that.

 

Certain looks are associated with certain lifestyles aren’t
they?

 

-Someone who wears all black clothing and has
died their hair black and painted their face white.

 

You know the group they associate with don’t you?

 

Gothic

 

-Someone drives up in a four-wheel drive
pick-up jacked up so high you they have to use and
extension ladder to get in and out of it.

 

They wear suspenders and a dirty baseball cap and have to spit
in a cup

 

You know right off he is a redneck don’t you?

 

-Someone wears a muscle shirt and shorts and
his veins are popping out of his arms

 

You know right away he is a jock don’t you?

 

Say listen someone who has been with Jesus ought to dress in a
way that makes them look like they have been with Jesus.

Ø       Their hair ought
to be neat

Ø       They clothes ought
to be modest

Ø       They countenance
ought to be bright and cheerful

 

Those things don’t automatically make you a Christian - but they
certainly make people wonder if you might be.

 

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because they
had been with Jesus

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because of
their actions

They took knowledge that they had been with Jesus because of
their appearance

 

Lastly, they took knowledge that they had been with Jesus
because

IV. OF THEIR FRIENDS

Acts 4:21

So when they had further threatened them, they let
them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the
people: for all men glorified God for that which was
done. (KJV)

……………..

Acts 4:23

And being let go, they went to their own company,
and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto
them. (KJV)

 

Real Christians have their own company.

 

It is called the church.

 

Real Christians hang around the other Christians at the
church.

 

It is as biblical a thing to do as trusting Jesus to save
you!

 

Eph 5:25

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave himself for it; (KJV)

 

Heb 10:25

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. (KJV)

 

I John 3:14

We know that we have passed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death. (KJV)

 

John 13:35

By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,
if ye have love one to another. (KJV)

 

Someone who has been with Jesus will want to be with the people
Jesus loves.

 

They will want to be at the church

They will want to hang around those that hang around the
church

 

Not that we stay there all of the time.

 

Peter and John went to the Temple so they could witness to lost
souls.

 

We have to leave the church house to try to win others to
Christ.

But we head right back to the church house every chance we
get.

 

“They took knowledge of them that they had been with
Jesus”

 

With whom have you been?

 

If you have been with Jesus

Others will know it

 

If you have been with Jesus

Your life will show it

 

Let’s pray

Preached at Westside Baptist Youth Rally 6-12-04










Chapter 23 I
HAVE A PROBLEM I BELIEVE IN GOD

 
Acts 5:29

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said,
We ought to obey God rather than men. (KJV)

 

Acts 4:18-20

And they called them, and commanded them not to
speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

But Peter and John answered and said unto them,
Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more
than unto God, judge ye.

For we cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and heard. (KJV)

 

I have to confess, I have a problem.

 

If I were going to be absolutely honest about it I would have to
admit I have had this problem ever since I was very young.

 

It is not the first thing I remember, but as I look back at my
life I can see signs that it was a problem for me probably by the
time I was in Kindergarten or first grade.

 

However, the problem has gotten worse over the years.

 

Like most problems, it has built upon itself.

 


	There have been times in my life when I have attempted
to be free.

	Sometimes I have tried to pretend it is not
there.



 

But it just keeps coming back.

And it seems like it comes back stronger than ever before.

 

This problem has been the cause of considerable pain in my
life:


	It has cost me friends

	It has cost me jobs

	It has cost me the close relationship of  family
members



 

This problem has done more to influence my life and thinking
than any other single factor.

 


	It sometimes controls me so that I am not
myself

	It oftentimes overcomes me so that I say things I later
cannot believe I have said



 


	It affects the way I view people and I
know

	It has affected the way people view me



 

I am sorry.

I have to confess it.

 

I believe in God

 

Because I believe in God

I. I WAS COMPELLED TO ACCEPT CHRIST AS
SAVIOUR

John 6:44

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last
day. (KJV)

 

So the Bible says of those of us who are saved, God “drew” us to
Jesus.

 

God, the Holy Spirit convinced us of the truth and we
responded.

 

A. As a younger person I was like most, I
suppose.

 

I believed in God but it was more of a vague belief.

 


	It felt good to attend church the few times I got to
attend as a kid

	It brought some comfort to me to pray when things were
not going my way.



 

But I really did not think much about the Lord besides that.

 

I could not tell you that there were times of conviction.

 

But when I got a little older,

B. In my teen years I do remember being under conviction
of the Holy Ghost

 

And what I remember most was how I fought it.

 

I did not like what I felt like God was leading me to do.

 


	I did not like acknowledging I am a
sinner

	I did not like admitting I could not saved
myself

	I did not like accepting the truth that there was a
real hell and I would go there unless I came to the Lord His
way.



 

And so


	I resisted

	I fought

	I rebelled



 


	I argued with those who witnessed to me

	I philosophized away God’s person and said not that
“God is love” but that “love is God.”



 

The problem was I believe in God.

 

And

C. Because I believe in God I realized there would come
a day I would have to face God.

 

And on that day, it would not be the fact that

I just believed in God that would save me.

 

James 2:19

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest
well: the devils also believe, and tremble. (KJV)

 

I did not even know that verse and yet I knew it was true.

 

I had to do something about my
sin.

I could not go on like I was and get away with it when I faced
God.

 

Can you see the problem I had?


	I did not want to be a Christian

	I did not want to admit my sin

	I did not want to give my life to Jesus



 

But I believe in God.

And I knew that there would be no way to escape hell unless I
came to God His way.

 

I meet a lot of people with my same problem.

 

They believe in God, they just wish they didn’t.

 

It might be you have that problem right now.

 

You know there is a God

It is the reason you came to church today.

 

You know what we preach is true


	You know that hell is real

	You know that sin is real

	You know that the Bible is the truth



 

Right now though, you are struggling with it.

 

I am telling you the best thing I ever did is to quit fighting
God and just come to Him and get saved.

 

I believe in God

And this problem eventually made it so

II. I COULD NOT PLAY CHURCH

Heb 10:23-26

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works:

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching.

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins, (KJV)

 

Here was my problem with this;


	If God is a “theory”

	If God is a nice thought



 

Well then I could take church or leave it as I pleased.

 

I could go to church when I wanted and go to the river when I
wanted.

 


	If on Sunday morning the weather was not that good
and

	If I had no friends who wanted to find something else
to do and

	If there wasn’t a good football game on the
TV



 

Church would be fine.

 

But if I did not feel like going to church there was no reason I
should feel like I have to.

 

If God is a “theory”

 

I could go to any type of church I wanted.


	If I wanted to go to one where they had more music than
message I could

	If I wanted to go to one where the pastor was not
qualified in the Bible I could

	If I wanted to attend a fundamental church I
could

	If I wanted to attend a charismatic church I
could



 

But my problem early on has been

I believe in God.

 

I do not believe God is just a nice thought

I believe in God

 

I do not believe God is a theory

I believe in God

 

And so it was not long after I got saved that I figured out I
had to go to church and I had to go to the right one.

 

I started out going to church when I was 21 years old.

 

And my plan was like most I think.

 

I liked church and I was going to go whenever I could.

 

A. But Anita and I had just met and she lived 40 miles
away.

 


	We both worked on the weekdays

	The drive was too far to get to spend much time
together on the weeknights

	The only really good times to see her was on the
weekends.



 

We tried to see each other on the weeknights.

I would get off of work and change out of my work clothes into
clean clothes at a Hat Rock State Park, in Umatilla, OR.

 

We would go on our date and then I would drive home.

 

It wasn’t too long before I was so tired from working all day
and seeing her at night that I would drive that 40 miles home


	With my window open

	With my radio blaring and

	With my mouth open yelling at the top of my
lungs



Trying to stay awake

 

So I would go to church whenever I could

But I would have to miss some Sundays so I could see her.

 

B. And then there was my parents

Mom lived about 60 miles away.

 

My mom and I have always been very, very close.

 

I am the first born and

I am the favorite

 


	I am smarter

	I am better looking

	I am more polite



 

I am the best of mom’s four kids, hands down!

 

My mom and I were fishing partners

 

When I was in junior high we lived right on the Yakima
River.

My mom and I would get up early and fish and we would stay up
late and fish

 

One morning we had gotten up early to go fishing out our back
yard.

I fished until I had no more time, I had to get ready for
school

 

I was in the bathtub washing up when the bathroom door opens up
and mom, who cannot contain herself, bursts in with this 20 inch
catfish.

 


	Never mind I was naked

	Never mind I was in junior high

	Never mind I could have been embarrassed



 

Mom caught a whopper and we both had to celebrate that fish.

 

My mom and I are close.

And I worked during the weekdays

 

So I was going to have to miss some church so I could go home
and see my mom.

 

And so, I would go to church whenever I could.

 

But then there was this problem:

I believe in God

 

And it was only a little while before everything else had to
take second seat to church.

 

I did not even know Heb 10:23-26

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works:

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching.

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins, (KJV)

 

But I knew that, since there is a God, I could not forsake His
house.

 


	Not for Sunday school

	Not for Sunday morning

	Not for Sunday night

	Not for Wednesday night



 

It has made for some inconveniences.

 

Before we were in the ministry we would sometimes drive from
Hermiston, OR to Springfield, OR to visit Anita’s parents.

 


	We would leave after work Friday night.

	We would stay Friday night and Saturday night
and

	We would get up at 1:00 in the morning so we could make
the six hour trip home in time to clean up and be at
church.



 

No exceptions

We have never skipped church to visit family

 

Not even when we could have visited another church.

 

Call me a weirdo

I admit it

I have a problem

I believe in God

 

And since I believe in God I have to put Him and His church
first.

 

This problem has also affected me

III. AS A PREACHER

1 Cor 9:16

For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to
glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I
preach not the gospel! (KJV)

 

1Thes 2:4

But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God,
which trieth our hearts. (KJV)

 

I am going to tell you

There have been a lot of times that it would have been easier to
be a preacher if I did not believe in God!

 


	If I did not believe in God I could preach what is
acceptable in today’s world

	If I did not believe in God I could compromise my
doctrines to keep people coming to my church

	If I did not believe in God I could make church more
entertaining so more visitors will come back to my
church



 

But God messes up everything.

 


	Because I believe in God I feel like I am obliged to
glorify Him, not man

	Because I believe in God I feel like I am obligated to
preach the Word of God for what it says, not for what men want it
to say.

	Because I believe in God I feel like I cannot back down
from what is true, regardless of who might disagree.



 

I cannot tell you the times I have been on my face crying
because I did not want to say what the Bible tells me to say.

 


	I knew if I was faithful to God and honest with the
Bible this person or that would quit the church.

	I knew that if I did not buckle in and bend my
convictions that lady would quit the church



I love people and I certainly did not want to lose them.

 

But I have a problem

I believe in God

 

And I have to please Him first.

 

Conclusion

I believe in God

 

And my one consolation is this; I am not the only one.

 

So the question is this

Do you?

Do you believe in God?

 

Do you believe in Him to the point that you must acknowledge His
lordship in your life?

 


	And get saved

	And take church seriously

	And tell people the truth from the Bible regardless of
the consequences



 

Let’s Pray

Preached at BBC Puyallup 5-1-05










Chapter 24
HOW TO BRING OUT THE BEST IN A FRIEND





Acts 4:32-37

 

 

HOW TO BRING OUT THE BEST IN A FRIEND.

 

  The message will center around the person called most of
the time in the Bible,

   BARNABAS. who is the New Testament example of a
great friend!

 

  While Barnabas is not considered by most to be a
significant character in the Bible, That estimation is false!

 

  It is true that he is not one of the most widely talked
about people. He never wrote any of the New Testament books.

 And he is usually overshadowed by the person of Paul.

 


However, Barnabas' contribution to early Christianity IS
ENORMOUS!



 

  Did you ever stop to realize, for instance, THAT
BARNABAS WAS A FRIEND TO EVERY ONE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
WRITERS!

 

  The only possible exception to that is in the case of
Luke, but it seems likely that they did know each other. And we are
positive that Luke at least knew of Barnabas since he writes about
him here in Acts.

 

  We will learn in this morning's message that Barnabas was
also instrumental in the training of the great Apostle Paul! I know
that God is almighty and can accomplish anything.

 


BUT IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR BARNABAS, PAUL MIGHT NEVER HAVE BEEN
ACCEPTED BY THE BRETHREN. IT COULD HAVE CAUSED SO MUCH
DISCOURAGEMENT THAT HE MIGHT NEVER HAVE DONE A THING FOR THE
LORD!



 

  You will discover throughout history that the best of
friends ARE THOSE THAT HELP THEIR FRIENDS GAIN PROMINENCE!

   You usually hear little about them because they are
always busy MAKING SURE YOU HEAR ABOUT THEIR FRIEND!

 

   Barnabas' gift seems to be the ability to BRING OUT
THE BEST IN HIS FRIENDS.

 

   He was a great friend not just because he was
likeable. BUT BECAUSE HE STROVE TO HELP HIS FRIENDS BE
GREAT.  

 

As we begin our look into the person of Barnabas, please notice
with me;

I. BARNABAS WAS A FRIEND OF GOD'S CHURCH.

 Barnabas was from the tribe of Levi, which made him of the
priestly family.

 

  But he was from the Island of Cyprus. He was probably in
Jerusalem to observe the Feast of Unleavened bread. AND MOST LIKELY
BECAME A CHRISTIAN ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST. When 3000 people were
saved, baptized, and added to the church.

 

1. BARNABAS WAS A SOURCE OF ENCOURAGEMENT.

 

 Barnabas' name is first mentioned in Acts 4:36. BUT HE
WILL BE MENTIONED 29 MORE TIMES IN THE BIBLE.

 We are told that his name was "Joses" or, we would say
Joseph.

  BUT THE APOSTLES CALLED HIM BARNABAS!

 

  And we are told that Barnabas means,” son of
consolation". Barnabas was obviously a consoler or encourager of
the brethren.

 

 I wonder what he had done to earn the nickname
"BARNABAS"?

 a. Perhaps he was a real help to the Apostles.

   Every preacher finds himself in a supernatural
battle.

 

   AND IS HELPED ALONG A LOT BY SOMEONE WHO WILL JUST
BE THERE TO SAY

   "I am rooting for you!"

 

  I realize that we are supposed to worship the Lord not
the Pastor.

 


  But I also know that Pastors take a lot of flack from the
Devil.AND IT IS NICE TO HAVE SOME FOLKS THAT WILL JUST BE THERE TO
BACK HIM UP IN IT!



  I THINK BARNABAS WAS LIKE THAT! I think he consoled
the apostles and encouraged them!

 

   b. Perhaps he was an encouragement to the believers
who had relocated to Jerusalem.

   On the day of Pentecost, 3000 people got saved and
baptized and added to the church.

   Many of them were from far away lands. Barnabas is
a case in point. He was from Cyprus.

 


  What some don't realize is that these new believers
couldn't go back home and join a church
there.                                           




  But they needed the fellowship and support of the only
church in exsistence at the time (which was in Jerusalem) SO THEY
ALL JUST STAYED THERE!



 

   They felt like that church was so important that
they moved so they could be a part of it.

 

  Some of those folks would have been a little
homesick.

 

  Barnabas knew their feelings and was there to console
them!

 

2. BARNABAS SUPPORTED THE CHURCH FINANCIALLY!
(ACTS 4:37).

 Now be careful. This does not say that Barnabas sold all
that he had. It says he sold his land and gave the money to the
apostles to use for the church.

 

  How much of his property he sold we do not know. I DO
KNOW THAT IT WAS A GREAT HELP TO THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM!

 


A few years ago I heard a wonderful story from right here in the
state of Oregon.




  Many of you know Evangelist Mike Gass. He and his
Brother, Bob founded the Harvest Baptist Temple in Medford, OR
about 15 years ago.




  As the church grew, they purchased an old building in
downtown Medford. It was a good place to start, but the building
quickly filled and they became stifled. The church could not grow
any more because of the building. They were simply maxed out there.
They had purchased some property on the outskirts of town. But they
did not have the money to begin building.




   Then, they held revival meetings. During one of
those meetings, a little girl came forward at the invitation and,
with her parents permission (and completely out of the blue as far
as the Pastors knew) PROMISED TO SELL HER HORSE AND GIVE THE MONEY
TO PASTOR GASS TO BUILD A NEW CHURCH BUILDING!




 

   The response was unbelievable! It so broke people's
hearts that one after the other, members of the church came and
gave to build the new building. Some gave rings. Others gave stocks
and bonds. Whatever they had, they gave it so a new building could
be raised to God's glory!




   A revival broke out in that church that day! The
evangelist stayed an extra week and many people were saved. ALL
BECAUSE A LITTLE GIRL WAS WILLING TO GIVE WHAT SHE HAD FOR THE
LORD'S WORK! Did it pay off?



 


   When Harvest Baptist Temple had the opening service
in their new 500 seat building, not a seat was empty! Harvest
Baptist Temple has been growing ever since.



  It pays to give to God's work. Barnabas knew that and
gave.

3.BARNABAS EXERCIZED HIS SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

  What I mean by that is that He not only encouraged others
and gave to the work.


  HE WAS INVOLVED IN DOING THE WORK!



 

The next time we find Barnabas in the Bible is Acts
11:22-24.

  Here, he is sent to the city of Antioch to pastor the new
congregation the was founded there.

 

   Because of Barnabas's labors, that church really
began to take off. Many people were saved and added to this
church.

 

** The church in Antioch not only grew in numbers of souls
saved, but also in the number of servants that were there.

 

 ** Acts 13:1-2 lists Barnabas among the names of six men
that were prophets and teachers in that church.

 

 ** Barnabas believed in having a place of service in the
work!

 


  Every church is a local body of Christ. In order for that
church to function, it is necessary that each member be active in
using whatever spiritual gifts God gives him or her so that the
body might be healthy and accomplish greater things for God.



 

  Praise the Lord for the example we find in Barnabas as a
friend of God's church!

 

But, Barnabas was also;

II. A FRIEND OF PAUL!

    In fact Barnabas is probably best known for
his relationship with Paul.

 

Humanly speaking, it was the efforts of Barnabas that helped to
make Paul the great servant of the Lord that he was.

   Barnabas helped Paul in three ways;

1.HE RECOGNIZED THE POSSIBILITY IN PAUL.

 

  Paul was originally known as Saul of Tarsus. And quite
the contrary form being the great Christian, Saul of Tarsus was
well known in his day as being a most ungodly and cruel tormentor
of the Christians!

 

 In fact, when Saul became a Christian, the first man that
God sent to visit him DIDN'T WANT TO GO! Praise the Lord that he
overcame his fear of Saul and obeyed God instead! Annanias baptized
Saul of Tarsus and gave him his first training as a young
Christian.

 


   Then, when Saul of Tarsus went to Jerusalem,
EVEN THE APOSTLES REFUSED TO MEET HIM, fearing that it might be a
trap.



 

  IT WAS THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF BARNABAS, WHO TOOK THE RISK
TO MEET SAUL OF TARSUS. That he was introduced to the Apostles at
all.

 


  Barnabas BELIEVED THAT EVEN THE LIKES OF SAUL OF TARSUS
COULD BE SAVED!



 


 I believe that one of the greatest needs in
Christianity today is to get Christians to stop questioning whether
a person "REALLY GOT SAVED" and begin to train them to serve the
Lord!



  I am not saying that we should not make sure a person has
done what the Bible says to be saved. Of course there is only one
plan of salvation that will bring a person to true salvation. We
need to talk to people and find out if they have really done what
God says.

 

BUT I FIND THAT MANY OF US GO BEYOND THAT.

 

We want the person to have the EXACT SAME EXPERIENCE WE HAD!

 

  **If they are not saved in a church service, then we
wonder if they are really saved.

 

  **If they do not get baptized within three days of
salvation, we wonder if they are really saved.

 

  ** If they do not immediately quit every sin they are
doing, then we wonder if they are really saved.

 


  Listen, God says that when a person calls upon the name
of the Lord and asks for salvation, that He gives them
salvation.



 DO WE BELIEVE GOD OR NOT?

 


I got saved watching a television evangelist one Sunday
morning.




 I was by myself. There was nobody there to counsel me.
Nobody there to make sure I did it right.

 After I asked the Lord to save me, I still did not go to
church. I was rodeoing in those days and, besides, getting saved
from a TV preacher, I did not yet see the importance of church.

 It was almost two and a half years from when I called upon
the Lord for salvation to when I first stepped into a church.

 During those two and a half years, NOT A ONE OF YOU WOULD
HAVE BELIEVED I WAS SAVED IF YOU HAD KNOWN ME!

 

 But God was at work in my soul and that would not let go
of me!




  Two and a half years is a long time to wait for some
fruit to show. BUT IT DID SHOW!



  I believe there are a lot of folks that are saved that
haven't produced fruit yet! Adults saved as little children but,
because their parents wouldn't encourage them and take them to
church, they have not produced fruit.

 


  You know what I believe? I believe we would be alot
better off to stop worrying if somebody's salvation experience was
real AND START WORRYING ABOUT HOW WE CAN HELP THEM GROW AS
CHRISTIANS SO THEY WILL PRODUCE FRUIT!



 

  Barnabas was like that. Instead of saying with everybody
else that the likes of Saul of Tarsus couldn't be saved, he went
out to help Saul grow in the Lord!

 

 2. BARNABAS GAVE PAUL THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE USED IN GOD'S
WORK.

  (Acts11:25-26)

  Barnabas was pastoring that church over in Antioch and
realized he needed some help.

 

 Now he could have gone down to Jerusalem and gotten one of
the Apostles, or at least someone the Apostles trained.

 

 But he did not.

 

  Instead, he went and found Saul of Tarsus. Saul had gone
up there to his homeland because his life was constantly in danger
in Jerusalem. He had not been trained by the Apostles, by his own
admission. He had been up in the wilderness, learning at the feet
of the Lord!

 


  But Barnabas got him and put him to work, teaching at the
church in Antioch.



 

  You know, I have always wanted to have that kind of
ministry.

 

  I am not against Bible Colleges and all of that. But I
have wanted to encourage Christians to get to work for God right in
their local church.

 

I believe the best training is that training that comes from
actual service for the Lord! GETTING OUT AND DOING IT FOR GOD!

 

  Instead of spending too much time telling a person what
they should have done,

 

  I want to be the kind that gives them the opportunity to
serve and grow for the Lord. And then encourage them for their
efforts.

 

 I know they will improve with time. I just want to help
them keep at it until they do improve!

 

3.BARNABAS HELPED PAUL PERFECT HIS
MINISTRY.

  **Acts 11:26 says that Barnabas and Saul stayed in
Antioch teaching the church there for one whole year. 

 


  I figure that was time that Barnabas used not only to
teach the Christians, but also to teach Saul.



 

  **Then, in Acts 11:29-30, Barnabas took Saul with him
when he took an offering to Jerusalem to help the saints there.

 

  **Later, Saul went with Barnabas one the first missionary
journey, which is recorded in Acts chapters 13-14.

 

If you will read carefully those two chapters, you will notice a
gradual shift in emphasis from Barnabas to Saul.

 


  It is as if, during that journey, Barnabas begins to
take more and more of a back seat so that Saul, who is called Paul
starting with the first missionary journey can reach his fullest
potential!



 

  **By the time you come to Acts 15, Paul, is one of the
key speakers in the church at Jerusalem THAT AT ONE TIME WOULD NOT
EVEN LET HIM ATTEND!

 

 BARNABAS HAD TRULY HELPED TO DEVELOP THIS GOOD FRIEND!

 

We see Barnabas involved also as

III. THE FRIEND OF MARK.

 

   Mark is an interesting Bible character.

 

   **There is speculation among Bible students that
His parents owned the "upper room" used by the Lord for the Lord's
Supper, and the church as their meeting place after that.

 

   **Colossians 4:10 informs us that Mark's mother was
Barnabas' sister.

 

  **When Barnabas and Paul left for that first missionary
journey, they took Mark with them but not far into the trip, Mark
turned back and went home.

 

   We are not told why, however, we know that it was
not for good reasons because When planning the second missionary
trip, PAUL REFUSED TO TAKE MARK ALONG!

 

   Barnabas treated Mark just like he treated Paul,
those several years earlier.

1. HE WAS WILLING TO GIVE HIM A SECOND CHANCE!

  Barnabas felt so strongly about helping Mark reach his
potential THAT

 

  HE LET PAUL GET ANOTHER PARTNER, AND HE TOOK MARK WITH
HIM INTO THE MISSION FIELD!

 

  In one respect you could say this was a mistake on
Barnabas' part,

  BECAUSE HE IS NOT MENTIONED AGAIN IN ACTS. In fact all of
the rest of the times he is mentioned in the Bible, it is just in
passing.

 

  HE GAVE UP THE FAME OF TRAVELING WITH PAUL FOR THE SAKE
OF A FRIEND THAT NEEDED HELP!

 

2. BUT IT WAS WORTH IT BECAUSE MARK TURNED OUT TO BE USED OF THE
LORD!

  Although Barnabas is only mentioned in passing from this
point on, MARK IS MENTIONED PROMINENTLY

 

  **In Colossians 4:10 Paul instructs the believers to
receive Mark if he comes to minister to them.

 

  **And in 2 Timothy 4:11 Paul told Timothy to bring Mark
up to Paul "for”, Paul said,” he is profitable to me for the
ministry".

 

  **In fact it is this same Mark THAT IS CREDITED WITH
WRITING THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK!

 


   Barnabas did loose the spotlight, BUT HIS FRIEND
CAME FROM A MISTAKE TO BE BLESSED AND USED OF THE LORD, LARGELY
BECAUSE OF THE EFFORTS OF BARNABAS!




 



  Barnabas was a true friend!

 

  One of the most famous men in Christian history is Dwight
L. Moody.

 

   Moody won millions of people to the Lord during his
lifetime and preached all around the United States and Europe.
Moody's work among the soldiers of the Civil War led countless
numbers of souls to salvation.

 

  What is not so well known is that, as a young man, MOODY
HAD AMBITIONS OF BEING A MILLIONAIRE!

 

  In fact, he had moved from the small town he was raised
in to Chicago FOR THAT VERY PURPOSE!

 

  He was working as a shoe salesman in those days, when an
elderly Sunday School teacher, with a burden for the young Moody
visited him at the shoe store.

 

   Hank Kimball led Moody to the Lord that day.

 

   Although Kimball will never be very well known on
earth, HE WILL HAVE A GREAT PLACE IN HEAVEN, because he took the
time TO HELP A FRIEND BE SOMEBODY FOR THE LORD!

 

  As we prepare to close this message, let me ask you

, WHO DOES GOD WANT YOU TO BE A HANK KIMBALL TOO?

Who does God want you to visit and tell them how to be
saved?

 

  WHO DOES GOD WANT YOU TO BE A BARNABAS TOO? Who is it
that you can encourage and help to grow as a Christian?

 

LET'S PRAY;

Preached at BBC Astoria 10/25/92

 










Chapter 25 A
GREAT CHURCH


Acts 4:33

One of the marks of the early churches in the book of Acts is
that they were great churches.

 

Not so much that they great church buildings, they, for the most
part, had no building at all!

 

Not so much that they had great success so far as the world was
concerned.

 

For the most part they were hated by nearly every worldly wise
person of their day.

 

Yet they were great churches!

 

They turned the world upside down for the cause of the Lord!

 

Now,

Our church has been called a great church by a number of
people.

 

Several of you have called Bayview Baptist Church a great
church.

 

Many pastors have told me that Bayview Baptist Church is a great
church.

 

And just as many missionaries have told me the same.

 

I believe it is a great church too.  I love this church
with all of my heart.

 

I love the spirit we have here.

I love the people we have here

I love the ministries we have here.

 

But I also want to make sure that

First, our church is great in the eyes of the Lord, not
just in our eyes. and

Second that our church stays great, and

Third, that our church grows to be even more
great.

 

So what I want to do is to show you six times the word great is
used in the book of Acts concerning the churches that existed back
then, and use that to encourage us to greatness.

 

I. THE EARLY CHURCHES HAD GREAT POWER[1]

Acts 4:33

 

The power is evident in what took place early on in their
ministries.

 

We have the 3000 saved in baptized on Pentecost.

We have a crippled man raised to walk again, with something like
4000 saved at that time.

 

The Apostles witnessed of the resurrection of Christ with great
power so that many souls came to trust Christ as Saviour!

 

Oh listen tonight!

 

Our church needs great power if we are going to be a really
great church!

 

We can have a great music program, but if we don't have great
power from God, we are not going to be a great church in God's
eyes.

 

We can have great preaching services, but if we do not have
great power from God we are not a really great church.

 

We have great people in our church, but if we are lacking the
power of the Holy Ghost, then we are not a great church!

 

You know, it is possible to lose the power of God and not know
it!

 

Remember Samson!  After repeatedly disobeying the
Lord,  God removed his power from him.  Samson got up and
said he would do just what he had always done.

 

But he wist not the power of the Lord was gone!

 

God might, in graciousness, allow us to have power to be used of
Him despite a time or two of disobedience in some area of our
lives.

 

But sooner or later, if we continue to disobey and refuse to
listen to His warnings to get right, he will remove that power, and
we might not even realize it - until we need it and then find it is
gone!

 

Notice also

II. THE EARLY CHURCHES HAD GREAT GRACE

Acts 4:33

Read through the book of Acts and you will see over and over how
the grace of God was at work among the saints.

 

For example, in Acts 11:23, Barnabas went up to Antioch and saw
the grace of God at work there.

 

The grace of God is evident in the conversion of Saul of Tarsus
to Christ.

 

What a remarkable thing to find here that one who had been so
long an avid persecutor of the church, is now born again and
fervently preaching the name of the One he had earlier kicked so
hard against.

 

Grace reaches down and saves souls that we would never imagine
possible!

 

Men like Saul the religious leader, Cornelius the pagan
centurion, the Philippian jailor.

 

A great church will see God's grace work in the hearts of people
you could never imagine getting saved and right with God!

 

Thirdly

III. THE EARLY CHURCHES HAD GREAT FEAR

Acts 5:5,11

I do not try to get around the issue of the fear of the
Lord.

 

We Christians MUST fear God!

 

And I am afraid that is lacking in a very good many churches
today.

 

There is no fear of tampering with God's
Word

There is no fear of degrading God's church

There is no fear of defying God's preacher

There is no fear of denying God's holiness

 

Listen, the Bible is very clear - our God is a consuming
fire!

 

We need to have a great fear of God if we are going to be a
great church!

 

By the way. people still got saved, even though they feared
God.

 

maybe more would get saved today if more Christians expressed an
attitude of holy fear for the Lord!

 

Fourth

IV. THE EARLY CHURCHES HAD GREAT
PERSECUTION

Acts 8:1

I don't know anyone in their right mind who looks for
persecution.

 

I do not believe the early Christians wanted to be
persecuted.

I do not think they asked to be persecuted.

 

On the other hand, they did not allow persecution to cause them
to quit for God!

 

Quite frankly, one of the reasons why Christians don't do as
much for God as they should today, is because they know if they do
it, they will be persecuted for it!

 

The Scriptures are clear that all who live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.

 

When you are "on fire" for God, someone is going to resent
getting burned!

 

If we want to be a really great church, we can't allow the fear
of persecution to prevent us from stepping out for God!

 

Next

V. THE EARLY CHURCHES HAD GREAT JOY

Acts 8:8

Isn't it something that a people who are persecuted can still be
a people full of great joy?

 

One of the keys to making Christ appealing to the unsaved person
is to be able to demonstrate how Christ helps us over the trials of
life!

 

You'll find in church history that, during those times of
greatest persecution, the greatest number of souls got saved.

 

What happened was that the unsaved watched the Christians
suffering with joy for their faith, and wanted so much to have the
joy, that they were willing to have the suffering too in order to
get it!

 

This joy isn't something that can be trumped up.

 

But it is something that can be given through the Holy Spirit
working in us.

 

Man, we have got to learn to have joy!

 

Joy about being saved.

Joy about serving God

Joy about others getting saved.

Joy about hearing the Bible preached

 

And joy about everything else too!

 

Finally

VI. THE EARLY CHURCHES HAD GREAT GROWTH

Acts 11:21

Some Christians fear growth in their churches.

 

They like having a small  "manageable" group of people in
the church.

 

They like being able to control what is happening

To be able to know everyone that attends and that type of
thing.

 

Listen, the great churches of the Bible were also churches that
grew into great numbers of people!

 

By t he way, this means that keeping track of those numbers is
all right.

 

It may not be the only indication of God's hand of blessing upon
a church, but it is certainly ONE indication of God's blessing.

 

And it is one of the MEASURABLE means of seeing if God's hand is
there.

 

Great numbers should not be measured, perhaps, against another
church's numbers.

 

Comparing ourselves among ourselves is not wise according to the
Bible.

 

But that we are growing in a recordable and measurable fashion
is an important thing.

 

I still believe that Bayview Baptist Church is a great
church.

 

But let's continue to ask God to make us EVEN GREATER FOR THE
CAUSE OF CHRIST!

 

And, while we are at it, why don't we as individuals ask God to
make each of us GREAT CHRISTIANS.

 

Let's pray

Preached at BBC Astoria 9/11.96






[1] Outline originally by Ray Rouse
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