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2 Cor 1:7-11
Some time ago I read this chapter in my devotions and the phrase “so great a death” hit me.
My mind immediately recalled two other passages of the Bible that contain the adjective phrase, “so great.”
As those two words are used here, they make us an adjective describing a noun.
This particular noun is death.
And what “so great” does is describe the noun as being, “beyond description.”
It is so great that nothing if its like compares with it.
We use phrases that do about the same thing today:
That guy is so smart
How smart is that?
I don’t know, he is just so smart!
In using the words “so great” Paul is describing something he considers nearly indescribable.
What I want to do today is to look at those three passages that contain the words “so great” and see what we can get out of them.
I. SO GREAT A DEATH
Somebody is saying “What is so great about death?”
Death is a great thing really.
Maybe not in the sense of being wonderful or good but death is great in the sense of what it is able to accomplish.
A. Death has great power.
I have never seen a dead person that wasn’t changed by death!
Death has tremendous power.
B. Death has great consequences
Nobody dies but that it doesn’t affect somebody else somehow.
Two examples:
1. When Adam sinned he died spiritually so that every child that was born to Adam was born spiritually dead.
There is not a human being outside of Jesus Christ who was not born spiritually dead and an enemy of God.
And all of that is because Adam was spiritually dead.
2. When Jesus died on the cross He made it possible that those spiritually dead could be made alive.
1 Peter 3:18
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: (KJV)
Col 2:13
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; (KJV)
C. Death also has a great effect on the one who dies
Our world tries to make light of death.
They try to believe that when a person dies he just ceases to exist.
But the Bible teaches that death makes way for judgment.
Let me tell you something:
There is nothing trivial about a person being judged and spending eternity in hell.
And there is nothing small about the Christian dying to spend an eternity with God.
On this earth the saved and the unsaved go through similar experiences.
Sometimes the most ungodly of people will live in relative comfort compared to the Christian.
But this life is short and
D. Death will greatly separate the saved and the unsaved
In eternity at the same time that the godly will be rejoicing and experiencing the greatest benefits imaginable
The ungodly will be suffering in a fashion that isn’t physically tolerable on this earth!
So great a death!
I hope death will usher you into the best of God rather than the worst of torments.
There are two other “so greats.”
They are both found in Hebrews and they act as pillars holding the book of Hebrews up.
Hebrews is written to Jewish Christians who were being persecuted to the point of death in an attempt to cause them to deny Christ.
Hebrews encourages them to keep the faith.
Don’t allow trials or persecution or death to cause you to deny Jesus.
And the book gives many arguments why we should stand.
But the two basic tenets are
So great a salvation and
So great a cloud of witnesses.
II. SO GREAT A SALVATION
Hebrews 2:3
A. As you read chapters 1-6 of Hebrews you find that salvation is so great.
1. Because it was given to us by such a great Saviour.
That the very God of heaven would do what He did to save sinful man is absolutely beyond comprehension!
It is a great salvation
2. Because it includes such a great rescue
We were on our way to suffer in hell forever and through this great salvation. We are free from that condemnation
It is a great salvation
3. Because it has such a great promise
We will live with God forever in heaven
It is a great salvation
4. Because it gives such great potential
We were saved to serve the God of all glory!
B. But do you know what the main teaching of Hebrews 2:3 is?
It is that
When the Christian backslides and refuses to obey what he or she has been taught.
When the Christian denies Christ either in what he says or what he does
He is neglecting the salvation that cost God so much!
And God will surely chasten.
Christians you are responsible to live up to your salvation!
Although salvation is a free gift you are responsible to do something with it after you get it!
Some of us get the idea that God will save our souls and then just ignore what we do on earth.
Some of us think we can sin all we want to until we die and God will take us to heaven Scot-free!
I know that once a person is saved sin won’t keep them out of heaven.
But God is not going to let a Christian sin on earth without doing something about it!
“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?”
God gave it to us.
Now He wants us to use it for His glory!
III. SO GREAT A CLOUD OF WITNESSES
Hebrews 12:1
The book of Hebrews is still trying to teach us to stop sinning and do something useful with our salvation.
This time because of the example of godly men of the past.
A. That so great a cloud of witnesses is the list of godly men and women of Hebrews 11.
And trusted God for something better than this world has to offer.
Heb 11:13
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. (KJV)
2. They endured great trials
Heb 11:37
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (KJV)
3. They did great things
Heb 11:32-34
And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:
Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.(KJV)
4. They expect a great reward
Heb 11:16
But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. (KJV)
They did so much for God despite the terrible persecutions they had to endure.
We cannot excuse our terrible testimony for God with saying, “God we had it so bad. It was just too hard!”
Countless believers of the past prove that it is possible to live godly, Christ honoring lives despite the hardships!
B. Do you know what keeps us from living the kind of lives that the believers of Hebrews 11 lived?
Two things
1. Weights that may not be bad but they hold us down.
2. The sin which doth so easily beset us
It is not persecution and hardship that keeps us from glorifying God.
It is those weights and those sins that we refuse to lay aside!
Three “so greats”
What will so great a death do to you”
Will it usher you into heaven or push you into hell?
Are you guilty of neglecting so great salvation?
And are you following the testimony of so great a cloud of witnesses?
2 Corinthians 1:1-10
2 Corinthians 1:10
Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;
The Apostle Paul is one of the most unique men of all of history.
I doubt that any human being (outside of Jesus Christ) has impacted the world a fraction of what Paul has.
In the seventh century there was a group of our Baptist forefathers known as the Paulicians.
There were given that name because of their emphasis on the letters of the Apostle Paul.
Just the other day I read a doctrinal statement from an independent Baptist Church that actually said they practiced the emphasis of Pauline writings in their church.
Paul ranks up there with Abraham, Moses and David in his influence in our world.
Yet the Apostle Paul’s life was not one of fame and notoriety.
He was by no means a Christian celebrity in his day.
And in fact throughout his writings we find him
His ministry would not sit well with the American concept of the successful man of God, by no means.
2 Corinthians chapter one is one of those places where we peek into the heart of one of the greatest men of all history, and see that his greatness is not found so much in what he accomplished as in what he endured.
2 Cor 1:4-9
4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
When Paul uses the phrase “all our tribulation” he isn’t interjecting himself into someone else’s troubles when he personally isn’t experiencing any.
5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.
6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.
7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.
Paul said “the sufferings of Christ about in us” it means
And he was by no means exaggerating to say that.
8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:
Paul was not afraid to tell these people that he had suffered to the point of fearing for his life.
9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:
He had not been yet imprisoned and sentenced to death. In fact it is more likely that what this means is he had given himself up for dead.
He just figured that this kind of persecution would end up costing him his life, and he was willing to pay that price for the case of Christ.
And that is what makes verse 10 so meaningful.
It is written by a man who knows what it means to have trouble and what a blessing it is to be rescued from it.
I want to preach to you from 2 Corinthians 1:10 where Paul speaks of deliverance (rescue) in three tenses
Past
Present and
Future
All in just one sentence
First Paul spoke of deliverance in
I. THE PAST TENSE
“Who delivered us from so great a death…”
Paul could look back at his life and testify that God had delivered him from some great trials.
He testified later in this same book of the Bible
2 Cor 11:23-28
Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;
In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.
Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. (KJV)
Some commentaries say that when he speaks of “…so great a death…” that he is referring to either
I don’t think so.
I believe that he refers to the worst death of all, the second death;
Rev 20:11-15
And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. (KJV)
Every one of us knows that one day we will have to die.
And because I know that is true, there are just some ways to die that I would think are better than others.
But no death would be so great a death as to die and then be cast forever into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone.
Paul could look back into his past and remember the day when God delivered him from so great a death.
The story of his conversion is found three times in the book of Acts.
There is nothing better than knowing your soul has been rescued from so great a death.
And you can KNOW
I Jn 5:13
These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (KJV)
Do you have that assurance?
Secondly Paul spoke of deliverance in
II. THE PRESENT TENSE
“…and doth deliver…”
Paul’s ministry had been in the past and was still fraught with dangers
Besides those things of 2 Corinthians 11 Paul said in
2 Corinthians 4:8-10
We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. (KJV)
Paul could look behind him and see that God had delivered him
And through that he could look around him and know that God was
From them all the dangers he faced.
Through all of that Paul said, God "doth deliver."
I do not know everything you are going through in your life.
I can tell you that if you will put your trust in Him and just walk with Him – He will get you through.
1 Corinthians 10:13
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (KJV)
I think of the three Hebrews in the book of Daniel.
The king sets up the image for everyone to worship.
Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego would not worship it, even under threat of death.
Dan 3:16-18
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.
If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. (KJV)
Sure enough they were thrown into the furnace, but then the Bible says
Dan 3:24-27
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.
He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.
Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire.
And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. (KJV)
God did not keep them out of the fire, but he did walk with them through the fire.
I want to tell you, some of us never know what it is like to walk with God because we won’t let God get us near the fire.
Paul said God had delivered him
Paul said God was delivering him and
Paul spoke of God’s deliverance in
III. THE FUTURE TENSE
“…in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us.”
Now, we know from reading the rest of the Bible
We know from reading the Word of God that Paul not only face more trials after this in the ministry but then he faced the prospect of his own death by execution.
Both
Contain some of Paul’s own thoughts concerning his impending execution.
No; God did not rescue him from the execution itself, but Paul's confidence was not in this world anyway.
Phil 1:21-24
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not.
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. (KJV)
So Paul thought it would be far better to depart and be with Christ.
2 Tim 4:6-8
For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. (KJV)
This week I received an e-mail from a missionary, Malcom Fiestal.
Brother Feistal has been battling cancer for quite some time now.
Of course he has gone through the whole range
Finally the doctors gave Brother Fiestal that prognosis, “We have done all we can, it’s up to the Lord now.”
Brother Fiestal wrote this week and said that this would be his last e-mail. He is too weak to type anymore and it is only a matter do days or less before he is in the presence of the Lord.
His note was a goodbye
But it was far from sad.
His last e-mail sounded a lot like 2 Timothy 4:6-8 to me.
The ultimate deliverance is when God carries us to His own presence in glory.
Conclusion:
2 Corinthians 1:10
Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;
The past deliverance; from sin and hell
The present deliverance; God walking us through the battles of life
The future deliverance; when we who know the Lord as Saviour are delivered into the presence of he Lord.
2 Corinthians 2:14-16
Notice 2 Cor 2:14 and the phrase,
"THE SAVOUR OF HIS KNOWLEDGE"
What comes to your mind when you hear the word "savour"?
The word means, “Aroma, fragrance, and seasoned odor.”
So Paul says here that the knowledge of God is like a wonderful aroma!
All through the Bible we can find verses speaking of the importance of knowing God.
Not knowing about God so much as REALLY KNOWING GOD!
It is a Two way relationship. Jesus said, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me… "
He knows them and they know HIM.
In fact, if this relationship is absent, a person will be rejected from heaven.
Jesus said that one day many people would come to Him and say,
"Lord Lord Have we not prophecied in Thy Name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?" (Matt 7:22).
But Jesus will respond,
"… I never knew you, depart from me ye that work iniquity… "
You see, going to heaven has nothing to do with how many good things you do, it is based entirely upon your knowing the Lord and His knowing you!
So the knowledge of God is important.
My earnest desire would be that we all would know the Lord and be saved!
But also I want to inform you today THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS GOOD!
It is like a savoury aroma that fills the senses with good things.
It is good to know the Lord!
The Savour of His Knowledge;
I. IS SATISFYING!
The knowledge of God is no ethereal feeling with no substance and body. It is real and fulfilling!
It is
1. SAVOURY
As in the aroma of well prepared meat!
It's like walking into the house after a hard day's work
TO THE AROMA OF ROAST TURKEY AND STUFFING!
Or steak and garlic!
Have you ever noticed that it's impossible to create a savoury aroma without meat?
Even vegetable soup needs a beef bullion cube to make it smell good!
I pity the vegetarians!
They never get the satisfaction of the wonderful savour of well prepared meat!
Nothing stimulates the senses like it!
Nor does anything else satisfy the appetite like savoury meat and potatoes, Amen?
Illustration:
One time my family was in a hurry to go to church.
Anita had been canning fruit all afternoon and had not started dinner, so I recommended that we just have a bowl of cereal and go to church.
MAN WAS I DISASTISFIED!
You can be full of cereal and bread and veggies, BUT YOU ARE NOT TRULY SATISFIED WITHOUT SOME MEAT!
I tried a green salad with tomatoes and Italian dressing.
I even ate some Ice Cream,
but I went to bed dissatisfied cause I had no meat!
Illustration:
I met a guy one time who said he worked with a vegetarian lady. This vegetarian was teasing him about eating meat.
He looked over to this vegetarian friend WHO WAS EATING A SANDWICH WITH IMITATION MEAT!
Why would a vegetarian eat imitation meat?
I think it was
BECAUSE NOTHING SATISFIES THE TASTE BUDS LIKE THE TASTE OF MEAT!
The knowledge of God is MEATY,
2. IT SATISFIES!
Life without the knowledge of God is like eating soybeans.
It's an imitation of the real thing!
People search their whole lives looking for fulfillment.
I am trying to tell you
NO ONE IS GENUINELY FULFILLED UNTIL THEY KNOW THE LORD!
Everything this world can offer-
IS EXPENSIVE, AND IT LEAVES YOU WANTING MORE!
Only through the knowledge of the Lord can we find
"I have a Christ that satisfies,
since I have been redeemed!
To do His will my highest prize,
since I have been redeemed!"
The knowledge of God satisfies!
Secondly, the Knowledge of God
II. IS SWEET!
I find this concept in verse 15,
"we are unto God a sweet savour… "
The word savour can also be used though not commonly today,
1. TO DEPICT A FRAGRANCE.
Like the fragrance of a flower, or a lady's perfume.
My wife likes to use those perfumed candles in the house.
She uses butterscotch smelling candles and vanilla smelling candles and all kids of other really sweet smelling candles
The fragrance of butterscotch and vanilla is not satisfying to me, in the same way that a savoury meat smell is,
But it is sweet and very pleasant!
I find in that a very instructive contrast because
the knowledge of Jesus is
But the knowledge of God has made life for me,
2. FAR MORE PLEASANT, MORE ROBUST, MORE HAPPY!
I love to sing the words,
"I'm so happy and here's the reason why Jesus took my burdens all away
Now I'm singing as the days go by, cause Jesus took my burdens all away!
Once my heart was heavy with the load of sin.
Jesus took the load and gave me peace within.
Now I'm singing as the days go by, cause Jesus took my burdens all away!"
Psalms 1:2 says;
"Blessed is the man who delights in God's law and meditates in it day and night.”
You and I both know that even Christians go through tough times,
I'm telling you that If you know the Lord well,
YOU CAN BE HAPPY despite the tough times!
"Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, sweetest name I know! Fills my every longing, keeps me singing as I go!"
The savour of His knowledge satisfies, it is sweet,
And thirdly, THE SAVOUR OF HIS KNOWLEDGE
III. IS SEASONED!
1. I can still remember feeding my kids baby food!
I can remember some of those delectable Gerber Baby Entree's!
Those sound like good meals.
But THEY ARE REPULSIVE TO THE TONGUE!
Not because they are mush, but because they are unseasoned. NO WONDER BABIES SPIT IT UP!
Good seasoning makes the meal!
Seasoning should not overwhelm the flavor of the meal, but enhance it.
IN ORDER FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD TO BE A SAVOUR, it must be seasoned
2. Enhanced by the Circumstances We Share With Christ.
When a person becomes a Christian, they ask the Lord to save them, and He does.
But in order for the Knowledge of God to be sweet, and to satisfy, IT MUST GROW BEYOND THE SALVATION EXPERIENCE!
The baby Christian the Bible says, Drinks the milk of the word.
Its not until you become a more mature believer that you get that savoury meat of the Word!
Many Christians find themselves frustrated and unfulfilled even as Christians, BECAUSE THEY AREN'T GROWING UP SPIRITUALLY!
They are not taking new steps.
They are not obeying the Lord, and because they accept so little of the Lord's life, they find little satisfaction in Him.
A savoury knowledge of God
A. IS SEASONED IN TIME!
David said,
"I have been young, and now am old, yet have I seen the righteous forsaken nor his seed begging bread."
Over the process of years, he had see his knowledge of God grow more savoury!
A savoury knowledge of God
B. IS SEASONED THOUGH TRIALS.
Isaiah 43:2 says,
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle on thee!"
The whole idea is that as we go through the trials, God is with us and we get to know Him so much better!
A savoury knowledge of God
C. IS SEASONED WITH TESTING.
Psalm 34:8 says,
"O taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed is the man that trusteth in him."
You see, you need to "Prove the Lord", walk with him closely enough for long enough to find out how good he is!
I've known the Lord for 23 years.
I have tried to walk with him, and
I have learned by experience that the Lord is good!
"To Jesus every day I find my heart is closer drawn. He's fairer than the glory of the gold and purple dawn!
He's all my fancy pictures in its fairest dreams and more, each day he grows still sweeter than he was the day before!”
The savour of his knowledge is
satisfying,
sweet, and
takes seasoning!
The purpose of this message has been to portray how good knowing Jesus really is!
There is nothing better than to know your sins are forgiven!
But the real savour of being saved comes, not just from having your sins forgiven, BUT IN DEDICATING YOURSELF TO KNOW THE LORD BETTER AND BETTER! EACH DAY!
Jesus didn't tell us to go tell people how to be saved and turn them loose!
He told us to tell people how to be saved, baptize those that get saved, and teach them to observe all things He has commanded, BECAUSE THAT IS WHEN THE SAVOUR OF HIS KNOWLEDGE IS REALLY OUR!
2 Corinthians 1:12-20
It is not possible to put an exact number on the promises in the Word of God.
In many respects it is all a promise of God.
So the numbers range anywhere from 3000 to 7000 depending on what a person wants to call a promise.
I found this simple list:
Promises From the Bible
THE BIBLE AUTHORS SAID:
Psalms 5:12 KJV
For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.
Psalms 9:9 KJV
The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.
Psalms 22:24 KJV
For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard.
Psalms 25:8 KJV
Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.
Psalms 27:14 KJV
Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
Psalms 29:11 KJV
The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.
Psalms 34:7 KJV
The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.
Psalms 34:9 KJV
O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him.
Psalms 34:10 KJV
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.
Psalms 34:17-19 KJV
The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.
The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.
Psalms 37:4-5 KJV
Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
Psalms 37:39-40 KJV
But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble.
And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.
Psalms 46:1 KJV
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Psalms 46:11 KJV
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.
Psalms 62:12 KJV
Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work.
Psalms 63:8 KJV
My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.
Psalms 68:5 KJV
A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.
Psalms 72:6-7 KJV
He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.
In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.
Isaiah 40:29 KJV
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength.
Isaiah 40:31 KJV
But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
John 3:36 KJV
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Philippians 4:7 KJV
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
GOD SAID:
Psalms 32:8 KJV
I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.
Psalms 50:15 KJV
And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.
Isaiah 41:10 KJV
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.
Isaiah 41:13 KJV
For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.
Jeremiah 29:13 KJV
And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 33:3 KJV
Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.
Ezekiel 34:15 KJV
I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD.
Ezekiel 34:16 KJV
I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment.
Ezekiel 34:26 KJV
And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing.
Hosea 14:4 KJV
I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him.
JESUS SAID:
Matthew 6:31-33 KJV
Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Matthew 7:7-8 KJV
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
Matthew 11:28-29 KJV
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
Matthew 17:20 KJV
And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
Matthew 21:21-22 KJV
Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.
And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.
Mark 9:23 KJV
Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.
Mark 11:23-26 KJV
For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.
And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.
But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.
Luke 6:38 KJV
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
Luke 11:9-10 KJV
And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
John 5:24 KJV
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
John 6:37 KJV
All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
John 14:12-14 KJV
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
John 14:18 KJV
I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.
John 14:27 KJV
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
John 15:7 KJV
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
John 16:13 KJV
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
John 16:15 KJV
All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
John 16:23 KJV
And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.
Acts 1:8 KJV
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
And this, of course is only a partial list of those promises in God's Word….
I need to wrap up these messages on the promises of God this morning.
And I elected to do that by saving back one final word concerning the promises of God.
2 Corinthians 1:20 KJV says,
For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.
I have just three points from this passage
First of all there is
I. A COMPREHENSIVE LISTING
Did you notice that the Apostle said "… all the promises of God…"?
I wanted to make sure I did not in any way misrepresent this passage in either intent or context.
And after spending now - several weeks studying and meditating on this passage I have concluded that
God meant all of His promises.
All the promises of God are, in Him, "yea and amen."
That means that every promise of God is a "go."
All the promises.
I have already listed for you many of those promises as they are found in the Bible.
Albert Barnes says of these promises
"The promises of God which are made through Christ, relate to
John Gill lists them:
"There are
Some which concern the temporal good of the saints;
as
Others concern their spiritual good;
Some of which relate to God himself, that he will be their God, which includes
Others relate to Christ as their surety and Saviour,
Others relate to the Spirit of God, as a spirit of
Others concern everlasting life and happiness,
and … all of them very ancient, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began"
Any way you please; the promise of the Bible is that all of the promises of the Bible in Him are yea and Amen.
Just so we do not neglect the context I will point out what I will call here
II. A CONTEXTUAL LIMITING
And I use my heading with some hesitation because I am convinced that the context does not limit in any way which promises are yea and amen.
However, there are at least three promises that can be highlighted because Paul addresses them in this chapter.
A. Comfort in Tribulation
Vs 3-6
B. Hope for the Faithful
Vs 7
C. Deliverance from death
Vs 10
All of the promises of God in Him are yea and in him amen.
Which brings me to what I believe is the focus of the passage.
Paul applies the promise to
III. A CONFIDENT LEADING
Vs 15
Having a confidence in the promises of God motivated the Apostle to three actions.
Now, all year long I have tried to emphasize the theme of standing on the promises of God.
that God has made promises to Christians
There are at least three actions Paul addresses as a result of this confidence in the promises of God
A. A godly conversation
Vs 12-17
1. He lived (had his conversation) in simplicity and godly sincerity.
Vs 12
2. He wrote nothing to them but what they could acknowledge was of the Lord.
Vs 13
3. He purposed to live purposefully, not in the flesh and not lightly.
Vs 17
B. A positive message
Vs 18-19
By positive I do not mean that he only preached things that were happy and positive, but that he only preached things that were true and of the Lord.
He spoke the truth in Christ.
C. A meaningful fellowship
Vs 21-24
Notice the words:
Paul acknowledged their relationship with one another.
But this relationship was not frivolous.
Paul was a helper together with them in joy and faith; for it is by faith they could stand.
And May I interject that it is by faith, that faith that Paul sought to help them in, that they could stand upon the promises of God.
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:4
I had the occasion this week to speak with a lady that was less than friendly about Christian things.
As I though about the visit I have to exclaim to myself, “My, how blinded lost people can get!”
This week I also visited with a Christian whose life is really a mes right now yet he was unwilling to surrender to the Lord and I thought to myself again,
“My, how blinded a carnal Christian can be!”
It made me think about blindness in the Bible and I thought I would share with you some Bible lessons on blindness.
There are three types of blindness taught in the Bible
There is physical blindness
Judicial blindness and
Spiritual blindness
In Bible days there was very little that could be done to prevent blindnesses so many were blinded even from birth.
Other became blind caused by the relentless blowing sand in the Middle East.
And when Jesus was on this planet physical blindness was a very real and predominant problem.
In Luke 4:18-19 Jesus read from the Old Testament and applied the verse to Himself
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. (KJV)
Christ said that it was foretold of Him in the Old Testament and expected of Him by God the Father that during His earthly ministry He should give sight to the blind.
When John the Baptist was still in prison, it seems that his faith wavered a little and He sent some of his disciples to ask Christ,
“Art thou He that should come, or look we for another?
Matt 11:2-5
Jesus answered the question, intending to bolster John the Baptist’s confidence by saying,
Matt 11:4-5
Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see:
The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. (KJV)
Jesus shewed John the Baptist as one proof that He was in fact the Christ that the blind received their sight.
Christ healed blind people as undeniable proof that He was the Christ.
Blindness is an obviously impairing handicap.
Blind people have a hard time pretending to see
And when a blind person does receive sight and obvious change takes place!
And undeniable miracle was done and Jesus implied that miracle helped prove Him to be the Christ.
As I studied this I was shocked that I could not find one person who was healed of blindness by anyone but Jesus.
Paul had been blinded by His view of the glorified Christ and Ananias prayed for him and he received his sight.
But the circumstances are different in that Paul is the only one ever blinded by looking at the Lord.
And Ananias is the only one ever sent specifically to pray that a man would receive sight.
I couldn’t find a verse that showed anybody else healing the blind.
Peter and Paul both raised the dead to life but they did not heal the blind.
It seems to be a miracle used only by the Lord as a specific sign of His being the Messiah.
The Bible also teaches about what is called by Bible students
Judicial blindness
That means that some have a blindness that is a judgment of God.
In Acts 13 the Apostle Paul is filled with the Holy Ghost and pronounces judgment on the false prophet Elymas.
Paul said in
Acts 13:11
And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. (KJV)
In this case judicial blindness resulted in ths man losing his physical sight.
But that doesn’t mean that all those that are physically blind are being judged of God.
And all judicial blindness is not physical blindness.
For instance
The nation of Israel has been blinded spiritually as a judgement against them.
And God is now dealing with the Gentile nations.
Some day God will open up again the eyes of Israel but today they are blinded as a judgment from God.
One day, during the tribulation, those that had opportunity to get saved before the rapture but refused to do so will be blinded so that they will not get saved during the Tribulation.
II Th 2:10-12
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (KJV)
God is saying, “You go ahead and have your fun. Do what you want to do and don’t get saved. But if you don’t get saved before the Tribulation comes, I will guarantee that you will not get saved during the Tribulation.”
Do what you want, but today may be the last time you get the chance to get saved!
There is also spiritual blindness.
There is a blindness not physical but brought on by Satan to keep unsaved people unsaved and to keep saved people from growing in Christ.
That is what is referred to in the passage we opened with
The fact that the devil would blind us from God’s truth is no excuse to us not to get saved or not to grow in faith once we are saved.
Although the devil is powerful he is nowhere near as powerful and the Holy Spirit of God and the Holy Spirit is just as active to give us sight as the devil is to blind us.
Whether we are blind or seeing really depends on if we allow the Holy Spirit to open our eyes or not!
People that are spiritually blind are blinded to three important things;
I. BLIND TO FUTURE JUDGMENT
They miss the fact that they are able to see through the Holy Spirit- they refuse to allow God to open their spiritual eyes and they will be accountable to God for their rejection of this truth.
Whether you are saved or not, God holds you responsible to hold the truth in righteousness.
You have no excuse for your sinful negligent actions and God will judge you!
Carnal Christian are blinded to the fact that God does chasten His children.
They forget that God give them responsibilities to fulfill in this life.
Carnal Christians do what they want to do when they want to do it and they do those spiritual things that are convenient to them, not those things that God wants them to do.
These carnal Christians don’t see the fact that God will not put up with their disobedience forever!
The hand of the Lord will someday come down and chasten that carnal Christian!
The unsaved person is blind to the fact that judgment will be poured out upon him someday in he continues to reject salvation through Jesus Christ.
The unsaved person has believe that lie of the devil that God is too loving to send anyone to hell.
God is loving.
As a matter of fact God is love.
But God is also holy and He must judge unrighteousness or else he wouldn’t be holy.
Because God is love He has provided a perfect salvation for whosoever will.
It is not God’s fault that so many are foolish enough to reject that salvation.
The Bible says inHeb 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: (KJV)
We are assured of the fact that God will in His time judge sinful rebellious people!
But the carnal Christian, and the unsaved man seem to be blinded to this absolute fact.
II. BLINDED TO THE THINGS OF GOD
A. They never see the importance of Bible study and prayer.
Any Christian that can go without Bible study and prayer is blinded.
Any Christian that can make it without a daily conversation with God is blinded.
B. They also never seem to understand much of the Bible.
The only thing they can handle from the Bible is the light stuff, the milk of the Word.
Paul speak of this problem in 1 Cor 3:1-3
And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? (KJV)
The same thing is addressed in Heb 5:11-14
Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV)
The Bible is saying that some Christians never seem to grow up.
They never can handle much from the Bible.
They want to drink the milk all their spiritual life, and when you start preaching some of the hard sayings they get offended!
They are always mad at the preacher because he said something they didn’t like.
And though some of them have been Christians for many years they have to be treated just like someone who just got saved because they refuse to grow up!
They are spiritually blinded.
C. These people never see the spiritual battle that is going on.
They can never seem to see that there is a real live devil and a real live God.
And that the devil is attacking all that works on the side of God.
We know that he cannot win, but the devil is fighting nonetheless.
Spiritually blind people never see these things.
And
D. They never see the importance of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ.
One person I spoke with this week got pretty mad. She said to me
“I read that you Baptist have so many schools and colleges that you have more preachers than you have churches so you are telling the graduates to go and start new churches!”
She thought that was absolutely absurd but actually that is exactly what we want to happen!
We need
That is our whole idea!
That person is blind to spiritual things.
Blind to the need of more churches preaching salvation.
III. BLINDED TO THE BLESSINGS OF CHRIST!
They can’t see how it could be good to attend church three times a week!
They can’t see how singing hymns could be more enjoyable than listening to Rock or Country music.
They can’t see how there could be any satisfaction in telling people how to get saved.
They can’t see how life is more pleasant when you seek less money and more godliness.
They are spiritually blind to these things!
So most of them waste their lives and ruin themselves trying to get
When a person gets newly saved they are blind spiritually.
It takes some time before they can really see the blessings of God in Christ.
So we that have experienced more of these blessings need to take the new Christian by the hand and lead them so they learn about the blessings.
We need to try to bring them to church
Help them study the Bible and
Become their Christian friends
So they get their spiritual eyes opened a little.
What really hurts us is when we, who see a little, can’t talk those who are blind into letting us lead them.
They refuse help so they spend so much time lost and unhappy, tripping over things that they could see if they wouldn’t refuse to get their eyes opened!
And you know, all of us experience some spiritual blindness
That is what 2 Corinthians 3:18 is all about.
Our spiritual eyes are darkened and as we grow in the Lord more and more of that darkness is lifted and we see more and more clearly.
Then, as we see more clearly, we imitate our Lord Jesus more effectively.
All this means that there is no room for any of us to be content.
We must all learn to grow more in Christ.
All of us need to allow ourselves to be led by the Lord into spiritual places we haven’t seen yet.
And all of us must be willing to stretch ourselves spiritually.
To go further for the Lord than we have gone so far.
All of us are to some degree blind spiritually-that’s normal.
But some of us refuse to allow our spiritual eyes to be opened-that’s sinful.
But
You are in sin!
I challenge you today to accept your blindness
Confess your sin and
Ask God to open your eyes!
2 Corinthians 4:1-18
Did you notice that the theme of this chapter has to do with Paul's ministry?
He is talking about how God used him.
All that God is going to do in this world in these days,
HE WILL DO THROUGH MEN!
God wants men and women and children that will;
renounce the hidden things of dishonesty,
Brave the trials and troubles of ministry,
Look at the things which are not seen,
AND SURRENDER THEIR LIVES TO BE USED OF GOD!
God wants to use me, AND GOD WANTS TO USE YOU AS WELL!
Now, to be sure, the truth is that we are not worthy of being used of the Lord. NONE OF US!
But God knows that, and God still chooses to use men to accomplish His work.
Some of us He will use in a full time fashion, calling us out and separating us to be pastors, and missionaries, and associates, and teachers, and so forth.
BUT GOD INTENDS TO USE ALL OF US IN ONE FASHION OR ANOTHER!
Now I want you to concentrate your attention on verse 7;
"But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us."
Speaking of God's use of men, notice with me:
I. THE TREASURE IS THE GOSPEL.
"We have this treasure… "
I am glad to be in possession of a treasure, but, when I have a treasure,
I WANT TO KNOW WHAT IT IS!
Paul says that we have a treasure, so let us find out what that treasure is…
The answer is found in verses 3-6.
1. Paul calls it in verse 3, "our gospel". Which means "GOOD NEWS". He has a message. Some news to tell folks that he says is
SO GOOD, IT IS A TREASURE!
He tells us about the "GOOD NEWS", in verses 5-6.
2. He preaches Christ Jesus, the Lord!
He says that God commanded the Light of the Lord Jesus Christ first, to shine into our hearts,
so that, secondly, WE CAN GIVE THAT LIGHT OUT OURSELVES!
That light is "THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD, IN THE FACE OF JESUS!"
If I want to point people to the glory of God, I have to tell them to look to Jesus!
And God gives me this wonderful privilege of doing just that!
"We have this treasure… " The word treasure means, "a deposit of wealth".
God has deposited within us this wealth of the knowledge of the glory of God that is found in Jesus!
But I wonder if we really think of the knowledge of the Lord Jesus as the treasure that it is!
You know, if God did nothing else for us but to give us Jesus, WE WOULD HAVE MUCH GREATER THAN WE COULD EVER ASK OR HOPE FOR!
The knowledge of the Lord is a great treasure.
We need to get to thinking that way if we are going to be useful to the Lord!
Nothing else matters in this life above the knowledge of the Lord as Saviour!
We will never have
another cause.
another possession,
another motive
WITH AS GREAT A VALUE AS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD JESUS!
This is the treasure that we have!
Not that we can reform the world.
Not that we can cure cancer.
Not that we can send people to the moon.
But that we can point people to the glory of God in the face of Jesus!
And this is the service that we can offer to God as well!
Now notice secondly,
II. THE VESSEL IS OUR BODY!
And he says it is "an earthen vessel".
God has placed His greatest treasure in AN EARTHEN VESSEL!.
In one sense, this speaks of the creation of man.
God formed us out of the dust of the earth. We are in all reality EARTHEN VESSELS.
BUT IT ALSO SPEAKS OF THE qualities Of MAN.
God could have placed His treasure in "fine china".
He could have required that this great treasure would be placed in a vessel of gold, or some other more valuable and beautiful material.
But God's greatest treasure has been placed in us, and we are EARTHEN VESSELS;
which speaks to me of,
1. HUMILITY!
An earthen vessel was the most inexpensive type of vessel available in Paul's day!
Many of these vessels were just crude shapes, with no paint or any kind of decoration to them. They were simply utility type objects!
While, God has given us color, talents and personality, and different types of interests, the fact remains
WE HAVE NO REASON TO BE PROUD THAT WE HAVE THIS TREASURE!
IT DOES NOT MATTER WHAT YOU PUT INTO THE CLAY POT
the pot is still clay!
I thank the Lord that he has given us this great treasure of the Lord Jesus Christ, BUT I MUST REMEMBER THAT HE GAVE IT TO ME BECAUSE HE IS A GOD OF LOVE AND MERCY, AND
NOT BECAUSE I DESERVE IT SO MUCH!
One of the greatest problems that I see with the Calvinistic doctrine of election and predestination, IS THAT IT HAS LED MANY TO THINK OF THEMSELVES AS SUPERIOR TO THOSE WHO THEY DO NOT BELIEVE ARE AMONG THE ELECT!
Praise God that He has saved us! I am humbled by so much love from God—BUT I AM CERTAINLY NOT BETTER THAN THOSE THAT ARE NOT SAVED!
I am simply one who has received God's grace, as all need to do!
An earthen vessel speaks of
2. FRAILTY.
We need to be careful that we realize that even as vessels of the Lord's treasure, we can fall!
I am as convinced as one can possibly be that once we are genuinely born again, we can not loose our salvation!
It is a contradiction of every truth in God's Word, every type and picture and illustration that God gives us to help us understand salvation, ALL REAFFIRM THAT WHEN A PERSON BECOMES A TRUE BELIEVER, THEY ARE SECURE AND CANNOT LOOSE SALVATION.
I used the term, "born again". When one is born, THERE IS NO WAY TO REVERSE THAT! Now they can die, but they were still born. They can move away, be kidnapped, somehow or other be lost from their family, BUT YOU CANNOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT THEY WERE BORN INTO THAT FAMILY AND WILL ALWAYS BE A PART OF THAT FAMILY!
Even if they want to be separated from the family, THE FACT STILL REMAINS THAT THEY WERE BORN INTO THAT FAMILY!
When a person is born again, NOTHING WHATSOEVER CAN REVERSE THAT. They are born into God's family, AND EVEN THEY COULD NOT REMOVE THEMSELVES FROM THAT FAMILY!
So a person can not fall away from God in the sense of loosing the salvation that God has given to them.
BUT WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT IF WE DO NOT KEEP OURSELVES UNDER SUBJECTION TO THE THINGS OF GOD,
We can fall out of fellowship with the Lord and his people!
We are clay pots! If we don't keep ourselves away from sinful things, WE ARE EVENTUALLY GOING TO FALL INTO SIN!
The earthen vessel also reminds us of the fact that
3.WE CAN BE BROKEN.
Our lives on this earth are only temporary.
Sooner or later, our time on this earth will be over, and our ability to carry that treasure of the glory of the Lord will be through.
What we are going to do for the Lord, we must not delay, BUT DO AS SOON AS WE POSSIBLY CAN!
We sing the gospel song, "SOMEDAY THE SILVER CORD WILL BREAK" and we look forward to being with the Lord.
But we must remember that when it does break,
THE TREASURE WILL SPILL OUT AND YOU AND I WILL HAVE NO MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESENT CHRIST TO THOSE WHO NEED HIM!
The treasure is the gospel,
The vessel is our body,
Now notice,
III. THE POWER IS OF GOD!
And not of us!
They say that every time Billy Sunday preached, he had a card on the pulpit from him to see, the verse that reads,
"NOT BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER, BUT BY MY SPIRIT SAITH THE LORD."
Billy Sunday wanted to remember that the great need of mankind could not be met by his wisdom, by his cunning, by his preaching ability, NOR BY ANY OTHER MAN'S.
The great need of mankind can only be met by the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ!
Billy Sunday was a powerful preacher! They say that he would walk a mile or more during the course of one of his sermons!
He was not some mealy mouthed milktoast that kind of lulled the people with his messages.
He preached powerfully— BUT HE RELIED UPON THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT, NOT HIS OWN POWER!
Paul, I believe was just like that. He understood that it was God that would make a difference in the world, not he himself.
That is why he said that "we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord… "
And yet Paul also understood that God had given him a charge to keep, a job to do, AND THAT IF HE DID NOT DO IT, IT WOULD NOT BE DONE!
The power is of God! Not in our ability, not in our wisdom and talents and education.
And that means then, that,
Even if you don,t have much ability.
Even if you don't have much wisdom,
Even if you don't have many talents,
Or much education, YOU CAN STILL BE USED OF GOD, IF YOU ONLY HAVE HIS POWER!
Peter was an uneducated man, BUT HE HAD GOD'S POWER AND DID MIGHTY THINGS!
Paul was in someway, physically handicapped, probably very near blind, BUT HE HAD GOD'S POWER AND WAS MIGHTILY USED.
Dear Christian, God has used people who were impulsive, who were slow of speech, who had bad tempers… .
God has used people who felt totally unworthy, who were shy, who were inhibited…
And God can use you!
God wants to use you. All it will require is that you be willing to allow God to work in and through you.
He can change those things that need to be changed if you will allow Him.
He can work around those things that can not be changed if you will surrender to Him.
GOD USES MEN!
Not great men.
Not mighty men.
Not famous men.
GOD USES MEN THAT WILL OFFER THEMSELVES TO HIM HUMBLY,
And who are willing like Paul to renounce those things that need to be renounced, and do those things that need to be done so that they can be used.
Now, will God be able to use you?
Will you offer yourself to the Lord for service?
I am not asking, do you consider yourself worthy to serve the Lord.
I am asking you if you will be willing to be used of God however God chooses to use you?
Will you be willing to submit yourself so that God can make the changes that need to be made in your life?
GOD USES MEN.
WILL YOU LET HIM USE YOU?
WE FAINT NOT
1 Corinthians 4:1-18
One of the most startling things I find in the Bible is how much trouble the men of God had with the people of God.
I am not surprised that Moses had trouble with the Egyptians.
But it takes me back that he had trouble with the Jews
I am not surprised that Gideon had to fight the Midianites
I am puzzled that he had to contend with the Ephraimites
I am not surprised that David had to fight the Philistines
I am troubled that he also had to deal with the northern tribes of Israel
And it does not surprise me that Apostle Paul had trouble with the heathen lost
What does strike me though is that he also had a lot of trouble with Christians.
In Romans 15:30-31 Paul wrote,
Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me;
That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; (KJV)
Paul asked for prayer that he would be delivered from them that do not believe.
He had enemies among the lost
But he also asked for prayer that his service would be accepted of the saints, those who did believe:
In almost every letter Paul wrote, there were at least some words of defense of his ministry.
In most letters he wrote, he had to correct some error that had crept into the church he was writing to.
No more is that more seen than in Paul’s first and second letters to the church in Corinth.
In the first letter, Paul rebuked them sharply for several sins and false doctrines the church had let creep in.
The second letter is almost like a sigh of relief.
Paul had been so harsh in the first letter, he did not know what their response would be.
There were, in fact, some who said that Paul did not have the authority to speak that way to them and tried to persuade the members of the church to refuse to fellowship with Paul any more.
But by the time Paul wrote Second Corinthians, word had gotten back to him that the church there is Corinth had repented of their sins and embraced the corrections Paul had for them.
And it is like Second Corinthians is Paul’s chance to explain his heart and motives to these people he loved so much.
One of my favorite chapters in Second Corinthians is chapter 4.
Within these verse we find Paul’s secret for not fainting despite the pressures he faced…..
Number One
I. PAUL LOOKED UP
2 Cor 4:5-6
For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (KJV)
Notice the phrases
Paul kept his focus on the Lord.
Illustration
I read a little excerpt the other day about a young preacher and an older preacher speaking with each other.
The young preacher had just delivered his sermon and was asking the younger preacher what he thought about it.
The older preacher said
“Young man the message was well crafted and Biblically sound, but I have just one problem with it. There was not enough Christ in the message.”
The younger preacher got all huffy and exclaimed that it is our job to preach the whole counsel of God and Christ can’t be found in every word in the Bible.
The older preacher explained that the difference between a dead religion and a living relationship with the Saviour is that the living relationship does find Christ in every word of the Bible.[1]
Some people have accused me of worshiping the Bible more than God.
I do not.
I know that it is possible to use and abuse this book for one’s own purposes and goals.
The answer to our problems is not
But whenever we open this book and recognize it as the only way to see the Lord Jesus Christ….
Then this book has the answer to our problems.
Paul’s ministry was a stressful one to say the least.
But Paul kept going by keeping his attention on Jesus Christ.
Listen to some of the things he said about his life’s work…
Rom 1:1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,
(KJV)
1 Cor 1:1
Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, (KJV)
2 Cor 1:1
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: (KJV)
Gal 1:1
Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;) (KJV)
Eph 1:1
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: (KJV)
Col 1:1
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, (KJV)
Phil 1:1
Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: (KJV)
Paul kept his focus on the Lord Jesus Christ.
You’ll weather the pressures of your own life better if you will get into your Bible and look for Jesus Christ.
Secondly
II. PAUL LOOKED IN
2 Cor 4:8-9
We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; (KJV)
Paul makes four contrasts here;
A. Troubled - not distressed
The word troubled means to be crowded, pressured.
The word distressed means to be in calamity.
If I may,
He is saying that he is squeezed, but not squished!
B. Perplexed - not in Despair
The word perplexed means "at a loss"
The word despair means "completely lost"
C. Persecuted - not forsaken
The word persecuted means "hunted"
The word forsaken means "deserted."
D. Cast down - not destroyed
What Paul is saying is, "Sure, I got problems, but I am not defeated!"
"I have fallen a few times, but I have always been able to get back up!"
"I have had some times when I wasn't sure which way to turn for a while, but I have never been so lost that I couldn't eventually get out of it!"
I was thinking
In every aspect, of humanity, while there were trials, Paul recognized that the trials had not completely overwhelmed him.
We too, must come to the place where we recognize that the trials we face, are not totally devastating.
The world
The flesh and
The Devil
May attack us with all of their might but for the Christian
I John 4:4
Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. (KJV)
Sure, go ahead and admit you have been pressured.
But look deeper inside than just that.
Look and find Jesus Christ.
If He is in you He is greater than anything in the world!
Paul looked up
Paul looked in
And finally
III. PAUL LOOKED AHEAD
2 Cor 4:14; 17-18
Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. (KJV)
I was thinking of something Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:19
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. (KJV)
An argument might be made that it would not have been worth it to suffer the way Paul did if there was no heaven in eternity.
I think living for Christ is the very best way to live right now.
But
Or to think of those who were
Just because they believed in Christ….
I just don’t think that would have been worth it…. if there was no hope of heaven.
But Paul said he knew that, “…he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus,…”
You see, Paul endured a temporary today, because he knew he had an eternal tomorrow.
Conclusion
He looked up and kept Christ as his focus
He looked inside and saw that greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world and
He looked ahead to “…a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;…”
And because of that he could say, we faint not.
[1] I unfortunately cannot remember where I read that. This is only an approximation of what I read. I do not remember it exactly.
2 Corinthians 4:4
Blindness has many different causes.
Many of them can be prevented if caught in time.
—Whenever you go to the optometrist he checks for Glaucoma.
Its no fun to have them poke your eye with that air shooter.
But it is a lot better than going blind!
—Diabetes is another disease that can cause blindness.
The treatment for Diabetes is about as bad as anything I can think of. I do not know if I could ever be able to give myself daily shots!
But I would rather learn to do that, than read braille!
Tonight I want to take us all to the eye doctor's office and have some tests done to detect and prevent the things that can cause spiritual blindness.
Some of these things may hurt a little.
And we might not like the treatment
I was doing my devotions the other day and saw one of those things that can cause a spiritual blindness.
It got me to thinking and I began to look for some others.
I want to show you three of them:
I. THE DEVIL CAUSES SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS
2 Cor. 4:4
1. The Devil Blinds with Dazzle
Gen 3:6
Eve looked at the fruit and saw all the good things about it and the Devil had her blinded to the bad things!
A few years ago I was at my brother's the Saturday before Easter.
We were outside with my parents and my Aunt and Uncle and it was a sunny day.
Uncle Pete put his hand over my shoulder and said, "Marvin, just in case you have forgotten, that thing in the sky is the SUN!"
I don't think there is anybody that doesn't like the sun.
The other day I was with Kenny Ness. Kenny is a native Astorian, but he was complaining about the rain.
He told me, "There are places in the world that are dying for some rain, and we're up here wasting it!"
The sun is one of those things everybody likes!
It brightens the day
It warms the attitude
It cheers the heart.
Any day with sun is a decent day!
But if you look directly at it, you'll have a hard time seeing anything else for a while!
The devil works hard to get our eyes fixed upon the world's things so we can't see the spiritual things!
2. The Devil Blinds with Desire!
James 1:14-15
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. (KJV)
You ever got to the place where you had to have something so badly that you couldn't see anything but that?
I think men have that happen about cars.
I have never figured out what it is about a car.
A guy can have a perfectly good car.
It does the speed limit plenty fine.
The seats work
The gas gauge works.
The car is fine.
But he'll drive by a car lot, see a new car, AND SELL HIS SOUL TO HAVE IT!
When I was 19 years old my pick up was brand new. I had only had it maybe six months, when I decided I might want to trade it for a
Z28 I found one that I liked and went to my banker.
In order to get the Z28, I was going to have to trade back my pickup, pay a $1000.00 additional downpayment, and have monthly payments of $100.00 per month more than they were for my pick up.
I didn't buy the Z28, BUT I KNOW A LOT OF MEN WHO DID!
The desire to have something can blind us to the down side of having it!
I have thought with wonder about those men who have given up their families for an affair.
Their desire for a fantasy relationship blinds them to the fact that they could loose
Their wife and kids
Their dignity
Their happiness
Preachers have been blinded by that desire and have lost their ministries too!
3. The Devil Blinds through False Doctrine.
Matt 15:14
Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. (KJV)
It is amazing to me how blind people can become to truth!
When I first came to Astoria the Rajneesh was big new in Oregon.
It always amazed me that he was able to get educated and wealthy people to
change their names
Give up all their money
move to Antelope
and wear silly red costumes
While he collected Rolls Royces off their gifts.
And all a Baptist preacher wants is for people to
Get their name written in the lamb's book of life
Faithfully tithe to the church
Claim a home in heaven
and wear modest clothing
AND WE'RE THE ONES THAT GET PERSECUTED!
The devil uses false doctrine to blind!
He blinds them from the way of salvation
He blinds them from the way of righteousness and
He blinds them from the way service to the Lord
Things that Blind
THE DEVIL WOULD BE NUMBER ONE!
Secondly
II. HATRED BLINDS
I Jn 2:11
But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. (KJV)
Now, I know none of you would be like this - but I know that you have known someone who has been blinded by hatred and bitterness!
1. Hatred is Like Murder
Matt 5:21-22
Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:
But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. (KJV)
2. Hatred Hurts the Hater More than the Hated
Heb 12:15
15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; (KJV)
3. Hatred usually has no cause
John 15:25
But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. (KJV)
The fact of the matter is that there isn't anybody that is so much worse than we are that we should hate them.
There are some that we may need to distrust.
There might be some that we must stand against.
But we do not have to hate anyone!
The Devil Blinds
Hatred Blinds
And thirdly
III. SPIRITUAL WEAKNESS
2 Peter 1:9
This is the one that really gets to me.
You and I will most likely think tonight that
"I don't think I have too worry much about the Devil blinding me … "
And we'll more than likely say within ourselves,
"I don't really hate anybody - I have that one pretty well handled."
But I want you to see this,
The Scripture indicates that if we are not growing spiritually we can become blind by the fact that we are not adding to our spiritual lives.
Let me show you a couple of other verses:
1. If You Aren't a Teacher, You have to Be Taught
Heb 5:12-14
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV)
This passage is plain. if a person doesn't grow to the place where they can teach the Word of God, then they never get past the place where they have to be taught the Wor dof God.
In a sense, we all always need a teacher.
But on the other hand, the Holy Spirit is our true teacher. A Christian ought to come to the place where the Holy Spirit teaches us when we open the Scriptures in private.
The Christian who doesn't grow to the place where he teaches God's Word will come to the place where he can't get things out of the Bible without someone explaining it to him!
2. Worldly Thinking Can't Understand Spiritual Thinking
1 Cor. 2:14-15
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. (KJV)
It goes back to that age old principle I have been preaching since i became a preacher;
"If you aren't green and growing, you are ripe and rotting!"
There is no way to successfully rest in the spiritual life.
The person who isn't pressing forward for the prize is backsliding!.
There is no place to quit
No landing platform where you can coast a while.
You have to keep growing OR GO BLIND!
The good news is this.
JESUS CAME TO HEAL BLINDNESS!
Through out the Gospels you will find Jesus restoring the sight of the blind.
And any of us, when we since that we are spiritual blind, can cry out the the Lord and be assured He will hear and He will heal!
Not all forms of physical blindness are cureable. BUT ALL FORMS OF SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS ARE -
If you go to the right physician!
2 Corinthians 4:1-18
When I rode bulls, there was a popular slogan we liked to use:
Hang In There!
I had a t shirt that had a bull rider bouncing around on the back of a bull, his hand in the rope, and the phrase in big words
Hang in there!
You know, as much as the people watching might have wanted the bullrider to "hang in there."
And as much as the bull rider himself wanted to "hang in there."
The fact of the matter is, it takes more than desire and good wishes from the spectators to stay on the bull!
You got to have some determination.
And it doesn't hurt to have some people rooting for you.
But successful bull riders "hang in there" Because they have learned how!
I want to use that to illustrate the fact, that,
staying in your ministry.
Keeping on doing what God has called you to.
Continuing on for the Lord despite the trials,
can't be accomplished by will power. You can't just determine to do it and succeed.
And, even though it is nice to have people encouraging you to live for God, they can't keep you doing it!
You have to "know how."
I don't suppose there is anyone more qualified to teach us how to "hang in there" for the Lord than Apostle Paul.
Here is a man who endured some of the greatest hardships possible for Christ.
He was hated by both Jews and Gentiles.
He was misunderstood and attacked even by other Christians.
He was eventually executed for nothing more than preaching Jesus Christ.
And yet, at the eve of his life, he was able to record,
I have fought a good fight
I have finished the course,
I have kept the faith.
And I believe 2 Corinthians 4 tells us how he did it.
I. PAUL ACCEPTED THE MINISTRY GOD GAVE HIM.
2 Cor 4:1
1. Paul's was not an easy ministry.
He was not accepted by the other Apostles for several years.
He was constantly challenged and questioned even by the other Apostles throughout his ministry.
He suffered shipwrecks and beatings and stonings and jailings, on a regular basis.
But he accepted the ministry God gave him.
2. The context of this verse is in view of the trials he faced because of his ministry.
In chapter 3, Paul answers the question as to whether or not he needed to have a letter of commendation from the other Apostles.
Paul's ministry was being attacked by some within the Corinthians church.
And yet, despite all that, he simply writes, seeing we have this ministry… we faint not.
3. We would do well to learn from this to accept whatever ministry we have!
Sometimes all of us get to looking around and wishing we had it like someone else has it!
We wish we could be the pastor
We wish we could be the teen leader.
We wish we could sing as well as the some who have talents in music.
We wish we could be the top tither in the church
If we want to continue for the Lord, the first step has to be, to accept the position that God gives us in the work of the Lord!
We need to come to the place where we accept whatever ministry God chooses to give or not to give us personally
*****We even have a hint in verse 1 how to do that:
"… as we have received mercy of the Lord, we faint not."
The truth of it is, whatever position we have in the plan of God for the church and for His ministry, IS A MERCIFUL POSITION!
Cause we could be the ones who are outside.
We could be the ones facing hell. Not the ones trying to keep souls from going there!
The next thing I see in this chapter is that
II. PAUL HAD A PROPER PERSPECTIVE OF HIS PROBLEMS
verses 8-9
These were the verses that got my attention to prepare this message.
Paul make four contrasts here;
1. Troubled - not distressed
The word troubled means to be crowded, pressured.
The word distressed means to be in calamity.
If I can,
He is saying that he is squeezed, but not squished!
2. Perplexed - not in Despair
The word perplexed means "at a loss"
The word despair means "completely lost"
3. Persecuted - not forsaken
The word persecuted means "hunted"
The word forsaken means "deserted."
4. Cast down - not destroyed
What Paul is saying is, "Sure, I got problems, but I am not defeated!"
"I have fallen a few times, but I have always been able to get back up!"
"I have had some times when I wasn't sure which way to turn for a while, but I have never been so lost that I couldn't eventually get out of it!"
I was thinking
Troubled, but not distressed. That looks to me to be the in the soul.
Perplexed, but not in despair appears to me to be in the mind.
Persecuted, but not forsaken is in the body.
Cast down, but not destroyed is in your very life.
In every aspect, of humanity, while there were trials, Paul recognized that the trials had not completely overwhelmed him.
If we are going to hang in there.
We too, must come to the place where we recognize that the trials we face, are not totally devastating!
They may hurt.
We may not enjoy them
We might have wished we hadn't had to go through them.
But there isn't a one of them that has to destroy us!
In fact, for the Christian, even the ultimate trial, that of losing our life, isn't really a defeat, but a victory!
Now, we face trials from many different angles.
Physical trials. When our bodies suffer. Medically or whatever.
Social trials. When we suffer maybe at work or with our relationships outside of church
And Spiritual trials. When we suffer because of our faith, and for our faith, and in the service of our faith.
But we need to keep them in perspective and remember, THEY COULD BE WORSE!
Paul comforted the Hebrews, and challenged them to go on for the Lord despite their problems by saying to them,
"Ye have not resisted unto blood, striving against sin." (Heb 12:4)
Paul kept on going for God, and finished his course, because he kept his problems in perspective and didn't allow them to overwhelm him.
The third thing I saw in 2 Corinthians was
III. PAUL HAD HIS EYES FIXED ON THE RIGHT THINGS.
Verses 10-18
There are three things I want to point out to you in these verses, in reverse order from how they are listed in the chapter:
We need to
1. Look at the Eternal, not the Temporal.
verse 18
So many of our troubles could be resolved if we had our eyes on heaven, not earth.
I understand how difficult that is. I struggle with it every single moment of my life.
Paul said in Romans
"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in us."
And all he was saying was that we ought to look for the heavenly/eternal things, not the earthly/temporal things!
Jesus said
Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and thieves break through and steal.
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal .
What he was saying was that we ought to look for the heavenly/eternal things, not the earthly/temporal things.
Much of the reason we struggle with the Christian life, and one of the reasons some give up on their course, is that they get their eyes fixed on how things are today. Right now.
If that is how Paul looked at things,
***He wouldn't have been willing to give up his career in the Pharisee's religion for Christ.
***And he wouldn't have been willing to give up his Pastor associate pastor's position in Antioch to be a missionary church planter.
***And he wouldn't have been willing to give up his freedom to be a blessing to the poor saints in Jerusalem
***And he wouldn't have been willing to give up his life, to keep his testimony for Jesus Christ!
Paul could hang in there because his eyes were fixed on heavenly/eternal things, not earthly/temporal things!
He was content to suffer some losses here in order to have more rewards waiting in heaven!
We need to
2. Look at others, not self
Verse 12
Paul was willing to go through the trials that he did, and hang in their for the Lord
Because he was concerned more for others than he was for himself.
Paul was the one who went so far as to say that he could wish himself accursed from Christ, that his kinsmen, the Jews would be saved.
Paul said he became all things to all men that he might by all means save some.
Paul's concern in life was not for himself and how he faired physically, but for others and how they faired spiritually!
He was willing to suffer any trial
any hardship
any difficulty so long as he was still seeing souls being saved and given eternal; life in Jesus Christ!
Some years ago, I remember learning an acrostic for the word joy.
J Jesus first
O Others second
Y Yourself last
I understand that is the opposite of what every thing in this world tells you.
But joy comes from putting Jesus first, other next, and ourselves last!
That helps us keep our problems in perspective too, when we see how others are doing!
THERE IS ALWAYS SOMEONE WHO HAS IT TOUGHER THAN YOU DO!
Find them, and help them, AND YOU WILL FIND NOT ONLY JOY, but the strength to hang in there and finish the course God gave you.
And finally tonight, We need to
3. Look at Christ's Living, not dying. vs 11
One of the differences you'll find between us and the Catholics is that they use a cross with Christ still hanging there.
We use a cross with Christ come off it.
While we do not want to minimize what Christ did when He died on the Cross we also don't want to get stuck there.
Christ not only died and was buried…
HE ROSE AGAIN
HE ROSE TRIUMPHANT
HE ROSE VICTORIOUS, and
HE ROSE GLORIFIED
And His triumph translates to our triumph today
His victory translates to our victory today,
And his glory works for our glory too!
If all we picture, when we picture Christ, is Him hanging on the cross… We will have a dead and defeated religion.
But if, whenever we see Christ, we see him as Stephen did, I HEAVEN AND STANDING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD!
Now, we have a faith that is alive
powerful, and filled with promise and hope!
And that, my beloved, is the number one tool to keep you,
Hanging in there!
2 Corinthians 4:18
Earlier this week Brother Brett Rogers and I were conversing about the siding project out front.
Bro Brett began working on the siding Monday and I was asking questions regarding how long the job would take.
I made the comment that it seems like once the “fir” is installed, putting on the siding will probably go pretty quickly. He said something like this, “Oh yea. You always spend most of your time on the things that nobody sees.”
I just couldn’t get that thought out of my head.
I knew what he said was true.
In the days I was an ironworker, I knew that we spent most of our time on
Very little of what an ironworker does is ever left exposed so people can see it.
It is almost always covered up by something.
A company may spend
But the siding company comes in and in matter of weeks will cover up everything the ironworkers did.
The outward beauty of the building is of little importance if the things you can’t see aren’t done well.
And it got me to thinking; if the world is wise enough to spend so much effort and resources on the things we can’t see; it seems to me that we Christians should be the same way about that which is spiritual.
While there are things about Christianity that people can see
There are some things about Christianity that are observable.
And many of those things are – in their own right – beautiful.
There are things about Christianity that are observable.
But I want to suggest to you that the beauty of those observable things are not the result of the work done on those outward, observable characteristics as much as they are the work done on the inward, unobservable things.
The real work in our Christian lives should not be so much on the outward things that people can see, but on the secret things that people cannot see.
Didn’t Lord tell us that there are some things about our faith that should be kept secret?
Matthew 6:1-6
Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.
Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:
That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.
And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. (KJV)
Matthew 6:16-18
Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;
That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. (KJV)
And Jesus said if we do these good things “to be seen of men” we already have our reward.
We also have to remember that God, whose we are and whom we are supposed to please, doesn’t see us as man sees us:
1 Samuel 16:7
But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. (KJV)
In other words God is more interested in the things in our life that people can’t see.
So the question began to roll around in my head,
Here is what I found:
Romans 8:24-25
For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?
But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. (KJV)
So the Bible says that one of those things that can’t be seen in hope.
Once we can see what we hope for we don’t hope for it anymore because we have it.
2 Corinthians 5:7
(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) (KJV)
Faith is also an unseen thing. “We who are saved are supposed to “walk by faith, not be sight.”
One other verse came up in my studies that tied those two together
Hebrews11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (KJV)
So that it became natural for me to consider one other passage of Scripture where I know that both faith and hope are tied together;
1 Cor 13:13
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. (KJV)
So I want to preach for the next few minutes on building the unseen qualities of
I. FAITH
Heb 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)
A. I should not have to convince anyone in this crowd of the importance of faith.
The Bible says
1. We are saved through faith
Ephesians 2:8
2. We are to walk by faith, not sight
2 Corinthians 5:7
3. We are to live by faith
Romans 1:17
B. No wonder the apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith
Luke 17:5
And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. (KJV)
C. Faith isn’t some difficult thing to figure out.
It is merely the discipline of believing something strongly enough to act upon it.
It is resting on the promises of God.
D. We increase our faith, by using it.
One of the most important “unseen qualities” is that of faith.
We ought to put a lot of time and energy into that
Secondly,
II. HOPE
Ps 31:24
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD. (KJV)
Titus 2:13
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; (KJV)
Hope is just simply looking for Jesus.
Hope wakes up every day believing that Jesus Christ
Hope believes the Bible when it says,
Romans 8:28
“All things work together for good to them who love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”
Hope trusts the Lord when He says
Hebrews 13:5
“I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”
Hope looks into the skies in the midst of the darkest hour and says,
2 Timothy 4:7-8
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. (KJV)
Hope rejoices in the midst of trial knowing that
1 Peter 1:7
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: (KJV)
Since the Bible says the Lord Jesus Christ, “…is our hope” (1 Timothy 1:1) there is only one way to develop and build hope; that is to know Jesus better.
If we are going to build the things that are unseen – the things that only the Lord can really see, we will need to build
Faith
Hope and finally
III. CHARITY
1 Corinthians 13:1-3
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. (KJV)
I quoted earlier1 Corinthians 13:13
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. (KJV)
You can’t have a stronger statement than this.
The point God is making is this:
There are only three things in a man’s life that will abide or last eternally
The thing about you that people will remember is not
In eternity, the spiritual gifts that will be talked about will be a man’s
And God then says the greatest of these three is
Charity
So much so that your service for God and love for people is nothing if you don’t have charity. (verses 1-3)
The word means “love.”
It’s a quality we ought to develop.
But I am not talking about that outward;
I love you
You love me
We’re all one big family
(With a knick knack paddy whack give a dog a bone)
kind of love.
I mean the kind of love that can,
Romans 12:15
Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. (KJV)
Charity is selfless love
It means “to prefer one another” and to put their needs before our own.
This kind of love is not emotional and mushy.
It is
It is a love that
Conclusion:
Any quality construction puts more time on the things that can’t be seen by the normal person.
Might be if you asked
They could tell you what is behind all the drywall and siding in a common building but the rest of us just see the outside.
Inside each Christian there are some spiritual building materials that very few can see.
And no one can see that anymore. All they see is what is outside.
I am telling you that God sees what is inside, and it is there that your real Christian beauty and quality resides.
2 Corinthians 5:1-15
In this chapter of the book of 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul explains to us what it was that made him do what he did for the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Apostle Paul was a man greatly used of the Lord!
Some of the things that he did in his lifetime in the name of Christ are mind boggling!
During Paul's lifetime, he;
And in this chapter he tells us a little of what kept him going for the Lord!
This tells us
The chapter begins with a word about heaven!
(Verse 1-8)
Paul testifies that he is confident that one day he would be in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ personally!
And, while he does not specifically identify that as motivation here, I believe that is one of the greatest motivators that the Christian can have.
Let me ask you Dear believer,
How confident are you that one day you will dwell in the presence of the Lord?
Paul said that he was so confident of it that
He would rather depart from this life to be with the Lord than to continue in it and be outside of God’s presence
I don't think any of us spend enough time meditating upon the subject of personally being with the Lord!
Many times we labor for things that are earthly because Heavenly things are not real enough to us today!
When we get a good hold upon heavenly things right now. When we have set our affections on things that are above, we will have no real use to try to keep hold of these petty earthly things any longer.
A. The Motivation of ACCEPTANCE.
Vs 9-10
He labored to be accepted of the Lord.
Now be careful here!
Paul was not working his way into heaven!
His seat in the Heavenly places had been determined years before this when he knelt down and gave his heart and soul to Jesus Christ.
He had committed his eternal life to Christ's safekeeping and was assured that Christ was able to provide a way for Paul into heaven.
The word accepted here mean, TO BE WELL PLEASING!
Paul was saying that he labored so he could be pleasing to the Lord, and Praise God for it!
Was to live a life that PLEASED GOD!
When he got to heaven, he wanted to hear well done from Jesus!
B The motivation of fear of judgment.
Vs 10-11
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord…
There have probably been more people who have been saved because of this motivator than any other in all of history!
And why not?
The Bible is filled with verses that speak of the judgment of God upon a wicked and ungodly generation!
Romans 1:18 says that the
"wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men… "
Hebrews 12:29 says;
"our God is a consuming fire!"
Luke 3:7 is a passage of Scripture spoken by John the Baptist, where he says to the Pharisees
"who hath warned you to flee from the Wrath to come?"
There is a wrath to come!
Hebrews 9:27 says
And, as it is appointed unto man once to die, BUT AFTER THIS, THE JUDGMENT!
There is nothing inappropriate for a person to see that there is judgment ahead, and to do what it takes to escape it.
~~~~~ Paul, had already escaped that judgment for himself, but because he knew it was there, he persuaded men to make the same decision to get saved that he had made.
How I pray that the Lord would allow me the power and influence to be able to persuade even more to come to Jesus Christ for salvation!
I was lost but now am found.
God used
To bring me to the place where I would be saved…
Now God wants to use me to find others that are now lost just as I was then!
C. The motivation of love
Vs 14
"The love of Christ constraineth us… "
There is the motivator of acceptance,
There is the motivator of fear of judgment,
But the motivator that I want us to concentrate on today IS THE MOTIVATOR OF LOVE!
I would hope today that you all would know already in your hearts that I as a pastor am motivated to do what I do in my ministry OUT OF LOVE!
Whether it is
Or whatever, I do what I do out of the love of Christ which constraineth, or motivates me!
I sat down the other day and spent some time reflecting upon that phrase, “the love of Christ constraineth me” and I would like to give to you what was the result of that time;
I. PAUL WAS MOTIVATED FOR CHRIST'S LOVE FOR HIM!
Consider how God has shown his love to you personally…
A. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son
John 3:16
The love of God was shown in that He sent his Son to this earth for me!
The verse says that God so loved the world…
But we are convinced that God would have sent Christ if there was only one soul that needed Him.
If I were the only one that had needed a Saviour, God would have sent Jesus Christ to be that Saviour.
The love that a father has for his son is VERY STRONG!
When one is willing to send his Son to do what Jesus did for us, you know He was motivated by the very strongest of loves.
B. But God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8;
John 15:13
"Greater love hath no man than this, than a man lay down his life for his friends!"
God did not love us after we were already saved, He loved us while we were yet sinners, and Christ gave His life for us before we were committed to becoming Christians.
Now I know that God knows everything, and He knew before Christ died that many would be saved.
But think about the fact that Christ had given His life before the commitment was made.
In effect, God took a chance.
I know that He knows everything before the fact.
He knew who would and wouldn't get saved from the foundations of the world.
But God died for sinners to be saved before they got saved and many, many and even most of those sinners have rejected Jesus Christ!
Oh the Love that God has shown to us!
Illustration:
The love that God has shown to me personally is a motivating factor in my ministry!
That he saved me at all is one of the most wonderful things of my life!
I was not an "easy case".
God had to send witness after witness to get hold of my life!
I ridiculed and mocked and excused away the witness of so many of them.
And yet God kept after me until I finally bowed to Him and confessed Christ as my own Lord.
I think about all of those who were witnessed to by the same people…
Friends and loved ones that did not receive Christ as Saviour,
And I am in wonderment that I ever came to Christ.
Why me and not them?
The love of Christ (for me) constraineth, or motivates me!
Secondly, I believe we can add with this;
II. PAUL WAS MOTIVATED BY CHRIST'S LOVE FOR THE UNSAVED
Jonah 4:11
"Should not I spare Ninevah, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right and left hand… ?"
God was interested in the people there!
He had called Jonah to go and preach to them a warning of judgment.
Jonah was upset about it because he had no real love for the Ninevites personally,
But God told Jonah, “Shouldn’t I want to spare all those people?
Especially those children that can't yet tell the difference between their right and left hands?”
Folks, the things that matter to us and the things that matter to God are sometimes so opposite!
God's whole heart is consumed with love for those that are unsaved and on their way to judgment!
God is not cruel by any stretch of the word!
His greatest desire is to help people escape the judgment that is to come!
God will spare no expense, for a soul to be saved!
Besides
There is the story Christ gave about the king who left his vineyards in the hands of servants and went on a far journey.
After a time, the king sent messengers to collect an account from those he had left in charge, but instead of giving them the account they owed to their master, they beat up and killed the messengers,
The king sent other messengers, who were treated in the very same way.
And finally, the king sent his own son who was also killed by the servants.
That is exactly what has happened as God has tried to bring people the message of salvation!
In the Old Testament, God would call prophets, who would preach to the people messages calling them to get right with God, but invariably, the people would persecute and kill the prophets.
God sent his only Son who preached the message of getting right with God, and the people killed Christ.
Now God still calls preachers into the full time ministry, and commissions every Christian to go out with the salvation message.
So many folks ignore the preachers and the messages they bring.
But out of love for them, God just keeps sending more and more to get the Gospel to unsaved people so that can be forgiven of their sins and find a home in heaven.
God loves the unsaved person, and that love for them, motivates the pastor and the truly sensitive Christian to do what he does for the cause of Christ!
But, as I contemplated the passage, I think I can see one more thing in it;
III. PAUL WAS MOTIVATED BY HIS OWN LOVE FOR THE LOST.
You see, one who loves Christ, loves who and what Christ loves.
Romans 5:3 says;
"… the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."
God gives to those that are close to Him, an ability to love the way God loves.
In fact, it is not hardly them loving at all, but God loving through them.
I believe that the most loving person in all of the world will be the one who loves God, and has the love of God being spread around through them!
I believe the thing that most motivates a believer who is genuinely serving the Lord,
Is his love for those who Need Christ
We can never do as much as God has done for the lost to be saved.
But is we have the love of God streaming through our veins we are going to send and give our very best that souls can come to know Jesus as Saviour and escape the judgment.
There are three things I want to do,
I believe because Jesus is loving people through me;
A. I want to help people escape hell!
At any cost, my desire is to keep people from going to hell!
It is the first and most important work that any Christian can be involved in!
It is not an easy work.
That can be seen from the fact that it cost God so much to make it possible.
But it is a very important work and it is a work that we can all have a part in.
My wife and I were talking about Soul winning the other day, and as we spoke the thought came to me,,
Anybody can win souls because the power to win souls is in the Gospel and not the soul winner.
There are plenty of documented cases where a non-Christian led a person to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
There is one story I heard where a dying soldier begged the soldier next to him to tell him how to know for sure he would go to heaven when he died.
The soldier ran through the trenches asking other soldiers if they knew how to tell him.
Finally he came to one who gave him a copy of the New Testament, turned it to a Gospel Scripture and explained how to tell that dying man how to be saved.
The unsaved soldier
Many stories of that nature have been recorded.
You don't even have to be saved yourself to tell someone else how to be saved!
All you need
Is to know the Gospel and how to tell it to somebody and then be faithful in telling it to enough people until you find those that God has prepared to receive it.
B. I want to teach people how to live victoriously
Jesus said
"… I am come that they might have life, and have it more abundantly" John 10:10
1 John 5: 4 says,
"… and this is the victory that overcometh the world, EVEN OUR FAITH"
Christ's Word teaches us that not only can we be saved and have a home in heaven, but that we can live an abundant, joy filled and victorious life right now.
It doesn't matter how bad things get on this planet, it is possible to live an abundant and victorious life.
And I want to do all that I can to help people know that victory!
C. I want to help people have rewards in heaven.
The Bible tells us that there is a judgment for the unsaved just before they are cast in the Lake of Fire to suffer forever and forever.
But the Bible also tells us that there is a judgment for the saved when their lives will be judged of the Lord and Christ will determine the rewards they will receive for their efforts on this earth.
Now, just to be saved by the skin of your teeth is better than not being saved at all
But the Scripture says that there will be those that, will stand before Christ, saved, but they shall suffer loss, and they shall be ashamed!
If I can help just one Christian, get a vision for heavenly rewards and for serving Christ faithfully down here so they can lay up for themselves treasures in heaven like the Bible teaches them to do
I have accomplished one of my life desires.
The love of Christ Constraineth us…
The greatest motivator of all is love!
Let's Pray
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I have two things I would like for you to consider as a follow-up to the message;
1. Use this message to realize what motivates your pastor!
I am not, as God is my witness motivated to do what I do here for selfish, or personal reasons!
Sometimes, when I might get on your nerves, and grate you wrong, please try to remember, THAT IS NOT MY DESIRE, I AM HUMAN, AND I SOMETIMES DO GRATE WRONG!
But my desire is to help you to be saved, live victoriously, and lay up rewards in heaven!
I study the Bible, read other material, attend pastor's meetings, ALL OF IT SO I CAN KNOW HOW TO HELP YOU REACH THOSE GOALS!
I stress faithfulness to church, service to the Lord, and coming to get saved and get things right, ALL TO REACH THOSE GOALS!
ALL BECAUSE I REALLY DO LOVE CHRIST AND YOU!
Secondly,
2. ASK YOURSELF HOW MUCH YOU DO OUT OF LOVE!
The Bible says that we can do mighty and great things, but if we do not have love, it amounts to nothing!
3. How much has Christ's love compelled you to do?
Wouldn't it be a shame to get to heaven and stand before the God who loved you enough to die for you, and have to admit that YOU DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH OF CHRIST'S LOVE IN YOUR HEART TO DO MUCH OF ANYTHING FOR HIS SAKE OR THAT ANOTHER PERSON MIGHT BE SAVED?
2 Corinthians 5:4-9
I am telling the truth when I say, as much as I love my life here, I PRAY ALL THE TIME THAT WE'LL GO TO HEAVEN SOON!
I know, as happy as I am now, I will be much more happy in glory
As content as I am now, I will be much more content in glory
As fulfilled as I am now, I will be much more fulfilled in heaven.
Heaven is not something I dread to think about. It is something I relish in thinking about.
There are only three things about going to heaven that could possibly bother me;
First, I know that some people I love very much will not go to heaven when they die!
Second, I do not care for the idea of going on to heaven and leaving my family here behind until they are gone. I would like it if we all got to go to heaven at the same time.
Third, I would just as soon go to heaven in as PAINLESS a manner as possible.
Since the rapture would solve two of those problems, by getting my family to heaven at the same time I go, and getting us to heaven without dying at all…
I PRAY FOR THE RAPTURE OFTEN.
HEAVEN!
Christian, doesn't the very word just thrill your soul?
Doesn't it incite for you visions of golden streets and jasper walls?
Doesn't it conjure in your mind the dream of seeing Jesus face to face?
Paul speaks of the desire he had for glory in the verses we read this morning,
And he uses thee terms in them that I want to highlight for our message today.
Notice first of all that Paul says
I. WE ARE … BURDENED.
vs 4
He is speaking expressly about going to heaven and being with the Lord and he says
He is burdened with the desire to be in heaven!
The word burdened just means "to be weighed down."
And we are weighed down on this earth!
The Psalmist said
Ps 55:6
And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest. (KJV)
And that is how I feel about going to heaven!
If only I could shed the weights that bind me to the earth, and fly on into glory!
One of the dangers about having it too good on this earth is that we lose the burden to go to heaven.
It isn't such a delight to us anymore!
If we have it too well upon this earth, then why would we pray earnestly, "Thy Kingdom Come, they will be done, On earth as it is in heaven?"
There are a number of reasons
We are burdened to get to heaven
1. We Are Burdened Because of the Stress of Our Labours.
God has not called the Christian to a life of ease on this earth.
He has told us to take upon ourselves HIS yoke and HIS burden.
He has told us to occupy until He comes
And He has told us to redeem the time.
Jesus said if you want to be His disciple, you must deny yourself, take up your cross and follow Him.
That means he has called us to labor.
Ephesians 2:10 says again
We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
The Christian life is supposed to be a life of labor and work.
When we have finished the work we have been given to do, WE NEED TO FIND SOME MORE WORK AND GET BUSY THERE!
God says that our rest is not on this earth, BUT IN HEAVEN!
That is when we get to lay down our tools and take a break!
Until then, we are supposed to keep working.
Illustration:
When I was an ironworker apprentice I had a journeyman partner named Joe Allen who decided he was going to teach me to be a REAL ironworker.
He was from the same home town as me, and he wanted to make sure all the ironworkers from Waitsburg were GOOD ironworkers.
The nickname for an apprentice ironworker is "Punk." And we were just a little above the dirt in the ironworker evolutionary chain!
A journeyman could nearly control an apprentice's life.
So Joe volunteered me for a job packing rebar. 12 hours a day, six days a week, for maybe a couple of weeks, I would run up to a stack of rebar. Get as much as I could carry on my shoulder, run over to the rebar mat that was being tied, put the rebar down in place running backwards, and run back over to the stack to do it again.
It was summer in Eastern Washington, and somewhere very near 100 degrees, and all day long we would work like that (Joe was doing it too!)
Let me tell you something. Every single day, I WAS BURDENED FOR QUITTING TIME!
And I was burdened for when that job was finally over!
The foreman wouldn't let me slow down during the shift.
And Joe wouldn't let me quit the job!
My only relief, was the quitting whistle each night, AND MY ONLY HOPE WAS GETTING ALL THAT REBAR DOWN!
You know why the Apostle Paul was so burdened to go to heaven?
Cause he was working so hard for the Lord while he was on this planet!
There was too much to do for him to take much of a break! Oh, they had retreats back then. Even Jesus took His disciples off for a while to recoup and get refreshed for more labor.
But Paul couldn't take it too easy.
There were too many who had never heard about Christ.
There were too many towns without churches.
There was too much of the Bible that still needed to be written
So Paul just had to keep on going for the Lord!
And he said, "I am groaning in exhaustion, burdened for the day when I can finally lay my tools down and hear Christ say, "
Paul, your job is done!"
Paul was burdened, not only because of his labors, but
2. Because of the Trials
Read Paul's story in the Scriptures and you'll learn of a man that suffered many difficulties and trials while he was here.
—He had some sort of chronic physical ailment .
Even though he had been used of the Lord to heal several people who had physical problems, when he besought the Lord about healing his own, God told him "No."
We do know that he travelled with a medical Doctor on most of his journeys. I am sure at least part of the reason was to help him with those physical problems.
—He suffered several types of difficulties because of the hardness of travel in those days
He went through shipwrecks,
He went through robbers
He had to walk many many miles
—He knew what it was like to feel alone and abandoned.
—He knew what it was like not to know where his next meal would come from.
Paul knew all about those regular type difficulties that are a part of living on this earth, and he said,
“We are burdened to get to go to glory!”
Folks, heaven will be the release from all of those types of trials!
In heaven the Bible says there is;
And then, Paul was burdened to go to glory
3. Because of the Wickedness on the Earth
Paul knew prophetically that in the last days evil men would wax worse and worse.
He could already see the wickedness of men in his own day.
He must have been immensely burdened for the day when Christ returns and all the believers are seated together with Christ is glory!
Anyone who has been a Christian for any length of time, and who has paid any kind of attention to the things going on around him in this world
KNOWS THINGS ARE NOT GETTING BETTER!
Violence is on the rise, and the police are becoming less and less effective in stopping it.
Men with wicked intentions are becoming more and more powerful in the political fields, and it does not seem to matter how many people are in favor of having moral, god fearing leaders,
The others are the ones who get elected.
I look around me and see how so many Churches are dropping their standards of godliness, and preaching a watered down type of Christianity,
AND I GET BURDENED FOR HEAVEN!
Paul uses another term to describe his desire for Heaven
II. WE ARE CONFIDENT.
vs 6
This term is almost the opposite of burdened. It means to be “bold,” and “courageous.”
While the Christian who desires heaven will be burdened to go there …
He will not be down in the mouth, head held lower than a snake, prune faced, and miserable to be around!
When you have heaven in view, no matter how rotten it looks like things are around you
YOU CAN HOLD YOUR HEAD UP HIGH
WALK WITH A SPRING IN YOUR STEP,
AND HAVE A SONG IN YOUR HEART
Because you know you are on the winning side!
Paul says
We are Confident!
1. We are Confident We Are Going to Heaven!
He said
I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day!
2 Tim 1:12
I know Jesus Christ and I am confident that HE CAN keep His Word and take me to heaven!
He said
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.
Phil 1:6
This business that you can be saved one day and then lose that salvation later is TOTALLY CONTRARY to Scripture!
Man, when Jesus has saved you
YOU CAN BE CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL GO TO HEAVEN!
Secondly, I think Paul was
2. Confident About His Entrance Into Heaven
I believe he was confident that he would hear
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant… "
Doesn't he say in 2 Tim 4:-8;
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the faithful judge will give me at that day. And not to me only but to all them that love His appearing.
Do you hear what he is saying?
He is saying "I am confident about my Entrance into heaven!
I not only know I will go to heaven, but I know that when I get there, I'll hear 'Well done!'"
No wonder He desired to go there!
Paul wasn't afraid to meet the Lord, He looked forward to it.
Christ's coming was indeed a 'blessed hope" for him!
Know what?
I think Paul was also
3. Confident That He Would Enjoy Heaven.
Caleb has a very funny set of tastebuds.
Sometimes he just looks at some kind of food he hasn't eaten before, and he KNOWS he won't enjoy it.
Because of that, he is often really hard to convince to try new foods.
I think some Christians are like that about heaven.
They have never been there
And no one they know has ever gone there and come back to tell them they like it there.
So they are skeptical. They aren't anxious to go there because they are not confident they will really enjoy it that much!
You know, the Bible doesn't really tell us a lot about heaven.
Just enough to let us know it will be GLORIOUS!
Most of the time we think heaven will be like some Catholic Mass.
HEAVEN WILL BE MUCH MORE LIKE A BAPTIST REVIVAL MEETING!
Even those Christians who have to be taken by the hand and drug up to heaven, during the rapture, will be glad they got to go after all, once they are up there!
Paul says
We are burdened to go to heaven
We are Confident we will go to heaven so therefore he says thirdly
III. WE ARE WILLING
vs 8
This is where the rubber meets the road!
Paul says
Not only am I burdened about going to heaven, and
confident that I will go to heaven someday,
He says
I AM WILLING
1. Willing to Go to Heaven.
I always used to say,
"I am ready to go to heaven, I just don't want to take the next train!"
I said that until I heard a black preacher, Dr. Rubin Fields preach about heaven and being ready and willing to go right then.
The truth of the matter is, when you get to thinking about heaven for what heaven really is, WHO WOULDN'T WANT TO GO RIGHT AWAY?
Now there is a balance.
Paul said that, while heaven was more desirable for him, to stay on the earth was more needful to men.
Suicide and things like that are just a cop out from the work God gave you to do.
It is irresponsible and sinful to quit the job before you get your part finished.
I am talking about just being ready ALL of the TIME!
Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ!
Always anxious, always ready, always listening, and always willing for Christ to come and take us all to glory!
As I was meditating on being willing to go to heaven, another thought occured to me:
2. Paul was always willing to take someone else to Heaven with him.
That was Paul's whole life!
Besides pleasing Jesus
PAUL WANTED TO WIN AS MANY OTHER PEOPLE AS HE COULD TO CHRIST,
So they could go to heaven too!
Heaven is such a wonderful hope
WE WOULD BE THE MOST SELFISH PEOPLE IN THE WORLD NOT TO WANT EVERYONE ELSE TO GET TO GO THERE WITH US!
Paul said
We are burdened to get to go to heaven
We are confident that we are going to heaven and therefore
We are willing to go right now, and to take as many as we can with us!
DO YOU DESIRE GLORY?
Will you come this morning and let us show you how to be save for sure and forever?
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
(KJV)
I would not be surprised today, if the number one industry in the United States of America is RECYCLING!
It seems like everybody recycles, or at least every town WANTS EVERYBODY TO RECYCLE!
We can recycle just about anything now! Aluminum cans, glass bottles, paper sacks, plastic milk jugs
YOU NAME IT, THEY CAN PROBABLY RECYCLE IT!
In fact, did you know that most of the reinforcing rebar that they put into concrete, IS MADE FROM RECYCLED CARS?
They melt the metal from the junk cars down and turn it into rebar!
@@@@ To be honest with you, I DON'T KNOW WHAT I THINK ABOUT RECYCLING!
I run a risk saying this today, BUT I AM NOT A PRO ENVIRONMENTALIST! (Around Astoria, that could get a guy in trouble!)
It is not that I think we ought to try to destroy this planet. I do believe that we Christians are obligated to use the resources that God has given to us responsibly… That is a part of good stewardship…
BUT THE ENVIRONMENTALIST MOVEMENT SEEKS TO WORSHIP THE PLANET… PUTTING IT ABOVE PEOPLE!
In effect, I believe that today's environmentalists are nothing more than yesterday's pagan, pantheists, who worshipped the sun, rivers, trees, and animals.
I do not know one strong environmentalist that believes that Jesus Christ is the virgin born Son of Mary, that He is the Saviour of the World, and that only those who put saving faith in Christ will go to heaven!
There may be one, BUT I DON'T KNOW ONE!
I do believe that we ought to use the planet's resources wisely, BUT I AM CONVINCED THAT THE ALL POWERFUL GOD THAT I SERVE WILL NOT ALLOW MANKIND TO DESTROY THIS PLANET BEFORE HE DOES!
God has promised that someday He will destroy this planet with fervent heat, AND THE ENVIRONMENTALIST IS FRANTICALLY TRYING TO SAVE HIS GOD (EARTH) FROM OUR GOD!
This recycling craze in many ways plays into the hands of the environmentalists and for that reason I am slightly hesitant about it.
However, I got to thinking about recycling a while back and you know what I came up with?
GOD HAS HIS OWN RECYCLING CENTER!
That's right! GOD IS INTO RECYCLING TOO!
He just recycles a different thing! PEOPLE!
Let's look at the opening text one more time, and consider it in the light of the subject of recycling people;
2 Cor. 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
(KJV)
God takes old creatures, places them in Christ, and makes them new creatures!
THAT IS RECYCLING!
As I got to thinking about that I jotted down three similarities between modern day recycling, and God's work with people.
I. THE ITEM FOR RECYCLING IS ALL USED UP!
STRICTLY SPEAKING You recycle YOUR GARBAGE!
Nobody ever takes a milk jug, filled with fresh milk to the recycling center!
You never take a brand new can of green beans and put it out for the recycling truck to take!
I know of very few people who, being environmentally concerned, take their new cars down to the crusher to be remade into rebar!
Before things are recycled, YOU USE THEM UP!
You wait until they are garbage to you!
It's kind of like what people used to give to missionaries. The church would make an appeal to give clothing to missionaries, SO PEOPLE WOULD BRING ALL OF THE CLOTHES THAT WERE TOO WORN OUT FOR THEM TO WEAR ANYMORE AND SHIP THEM OFF FOR THE MISSIONARIES TO PUT ON!
That was not a good practice for missionary giving, BUT IT IS EXACTLY WHAT THE RECYCLERS WANT.. YOUR JUNK!
In fact, they want you to take that tin can that your green beans were in, AND SMASH IT UP EVEN MORE!
They want your junk to recycle!
IN GOD'S RECYCLING CENTER, it is no different!
A. God takes the refuse of humanity, AND MAKES THEM NEW AGAIN!
In fact, Jesus said, that he wouldn't work with anything else!
Mark 2:17
When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
(KJV)
So many people think of themselves as too good to become Christians! Over the centuries some very influential and powerful people have become saved.
Royalty
Wealthy
famous
But not many mighty, not many noble, not many wise people are called,
Historically it can be demonstrated that the people who come to Christ for salvation ARE THOSE THAT KNOW THEIR OWN NEED!
They are the working class. Those that struggle to survive in this world are the ones that generally see that they have a need and respond to God's call for salvation!
It is not that God will not save the others, THEY JUST SELDOM SEE THE NEED THEY HAVE IN THEIR LIVES AND SO WILL NOT CALL UPON CHRIST TO BE SAVED!
B. AND THIS WORLD IS MORE THAN HAPPY TO USE A PERSON UP!
PHYSICALLY,
the atmosphere we are in uses our bodies up!
We enter this life as babies, full of life, full of energy, and full of potential.
But as the years go by, ALL OF THAT BEGINS TO BE USED UP!
Finally there comes a point in our lives, just before we die, WHEN IT IS OBVIOUS, OUR BODIES HAVE BEEN USED UP!
They can no longer contain the eternal soul that has resided within!
SPIRITUALLY,
The forces of darkness just what to use a life up!
There are plenty of ungodly forces that don't care for the individual person at all, THEY JUST WANT TO GET AS MUCH OUT OF AS MANY PEOPLE AS THEY POSSIBLY CAN!
That's the devil in the people. Satan doesn't care about anybody! All he wants is to waste you away, and when you have done all you can for him, HE WILL THROW YOU AWAY CRUSHED, LIKE AN OLD TIN CAN!
True Christianity, uses things to help people, worldliness uses people to get things!
God takes those who have been used up by this world, those who recognize that they are nothing in His sight, AND MAKES THEM NEW CREATURES!
II. THE ITEM IS THEN PURCHASED FOR RECYCLING.
When I was in Bible College, I lived in Colorado. Down there, they have what they called can banks in the parking lots at the Safeway stores.
The can banks were machines that would count out how many aluminum pop cans you put in them and then give you a penny each.
The College I attended had a Kindergarten through 12 grade school as well as the college, and I was the janitor for the whole school system. One of my responsibilities was to empty the trashes.
It was not long before I had discovered that the junior high and high school students DRANK A LOT OF POP. Being a poor Bible College Student, I needed every penny I could get, so I started digging through the garbages and collecting the pop cans out of them before I threw it away.
Even at a penny a can, in two weeks time I would have enough cans collected that I could get $10.00 or so out of the can bank and take Anita out to dinner at McDonald's!
There is money in recycling!
My father in law used to collect Old Newspapers from people to sell and give the money to charities.
I worked in a machine shop for a couple of years as welder. This shop did a lot of work with aluminum and brass, and of course, through the machining process, would have barrels and barrels of aluminum and brass shavings. Which they took to the recyclers.
One of the fellas that worked at the shop had the job of preparing those shavings and then taking them to the recycling center. One time, he got this great idea. He started taking a few shavings home each day in his lunch box. After a while, he had collected a barrel of the stuff of his own, and took it to the same place where he sold the shavings at work.
This recycling company recognized immediately where he had gotten all of those shavings and called the machine shop.
THE GUY WAS FIRED, AND THEY PRESSED CHARGES FOR GRAND THEFT!
A barrel of brass shavings is worth a bunch of money!
While this world uses a person up until they are worthless, GOD RECOGNIZES EVERY PERSON AS WORTH A GREAT PRICE, USED OR NOT!
1. that is why GOD SENT JESUS TO THIS EARTH TO PURCHASE US!
Eph 1:7
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
(KJV)
1 Pet 1:18
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
(KJV)
Rev 5:9
9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
(KJV)
Acts 20:28
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
(KJV)
Jesus came and paid the high price to purchase us so God could make us NEW CREATURES!
What a gracious thing THAT GOD WOULD SEND HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SO TO PAY SUCH A HIGH PRICE!
Jesus didn't just live a good life so we could be bought and saved,
JESUS DIED UPON THE CROSS FOR OUR SINS SO THAT ALL WHO WILL COME TO HIM AND ASK HIM TO SAVED THEM FROM THEIR SINS ACCORDING TO HIS DEATH BURIAL AND RESURRECTION COULD BE SAVED!
But that has a significant application.
First, only those that ask for salvation are purchased from their sins,
But secondly
2. THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PURCHASED FROM THEIR SINS HAVE BEEN BOUGHT BY CHRIST AND ARE OWNED BY HIM!
1 Cor. 6:20
20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
(KJV)
1 Cor. 7:23
23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.
(KJV)
When I got saved, I BECAME THE PURCHASED PROPERTY OF JESUS CHRIST!
Now, that was ok to me, because, BEFORE I WAS SAVED, I WAS THE PROPERTY OF SATAN!
And I like my new master much better!
No one is their own master! Every human being is either serving Christ or serving Satan!
And according to the Word of God, IF YOU AREN'T PURPOSELY SERVING JESUS, YOU ARE SERVING SATAN WHETHER YOU KNOW IT OR NOT!
Just as items for recycling are purchased by the recycling centers, CHRIST PAYS A HIGH PRICE THAT A SOUL CAN BE SAVED!
Items for recycling are used up
Items for recycling are purchased
And finally,
III. ITEMS FOR RECYCLING ARE MADE INTO NEW ITEMS!
Now, note that recycling is not the same thing as reusing!
THEY NEVER TAKE AN EMPTY POP CAN AND CLEAN IT THEN REFILL IT!
The empty pop can is melted down, and the metal is USED TO MAKE A BRAND NEW ITEM!
You will never see them wash out one of those empty plastic milk jugs and reuse it.
THEY TAKE THE PLASTIC MILK JUG AND GRIND IT UP, THEN MIX IT WITH OTHER TYPES OF PLASTICS,
and make something brand new out of it!
There is a difference between reusing and recycling!
Let's look at our theme verse again…
2 Cor. 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
Christianity is a recycling center AND NOT A REUSING CENTER!
God takes the same material that we once were, THEN HE MAKES A NEW CREATURE FROM IT WHEN WE GET SAVED!
That is the difference between Christianity and religion. Christianity SEEKS TO MAKE NEW CREATURES OUT OF THE OLD MATERIAL,
Religion seeks to wash up and reuse THE OLD BOTTLE!
AND FOLKS, THAT WON'T DO!
You ought to examine yourselves today… HAS CHRIST EVER MADE YOU A NEW CREATURE, OR ARE YOU THE SAME OLD CREATURE WHO HAS JUST TRIED TO WASH HIMSELF UP!
The old man will never make it to heaven no matter how clean you make him!
Your only hope for eternity in heaven IS FOR CHRIST TO PURCHASE YOU WITH HIS BLOOD AND REMAKE YOU INTO A NEW CREATURE!
God's recycling center!
THAT'S WHAT THIS CHURCH IS ALL ABOUT!
THAT IS WHAT THIS ATTENDANCE CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN ABOUT!
We have been on a recycling drive! We have been trying to collect as much material as possible here at the collection center called the church, AND THEN WE APPLY THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
TO SHOW PEOPLE HOW THEY CAN BE MADE NEW CREATURES THROUGH JESUS CHRIST!
We are not asking people to conform to our way of living.
We are not asking people to accept our doctrinal statement
We are simply exposing people to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and trusting that some will come to Christ and ask Him to make them new!
WHAT CHRISTIANS ARE
2 Corinthians 5:20-6:4
Have you noticed that people these days seem like they have a general lack of purpose and direction?
Even we who are Christians often times live haphazardly.
Part of the problem is that we aren’t sure what we are supposed to accomplish so we do not know what to attempt.
I read the words of 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:4 with interest because this man, Paul did have direction and purpose.
In the passage three times he said
I am “this”
Or actually
We are “this”
Each Christian can identify with Paul’s titles in this .passage.
And each title describes a little of Paul’s role in serving the Lord.
I have in the past filled out job applications where they ask about previous jobs.
They usually have a section where they ask the name of the old employer and then they ask for the “position held.”
Christians are “servants of the Lord Jesus Christ; that is, if you will, who we work for.
But we also have positions to fill under Jesus Christ.
All three of the positions held that Paul refers to are true of all believers.
And it is my prayer that by preaching upon these we might more clearly see our purpose and direction as believers in the Lord.
Paul begins by saying
I. WE ARE AMBASSADORS
2 Corinthians 5:20
Being an ambassador implies first
A. That we serve away from home.
An ambassador is really a messenger for another.
This messenger leaves home to represent one of higher authority.
May you and I be ever mindful of the truth that we are not home on this earth.
Jesus said of the Christians in John 17:16
They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. (KJV)
In Hebrews 11:13-14 we read
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. (KJV)
Heb 11:16
But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. (KJV)
I have to tell you, I am not that interested in possessing things on this earth.
I want to get by on as little as possible here…..
But I have made arrangements to a mansion in heaven someday!
A plan has been put in place to get it – its called God’s simple plan of salvation.
And a builder has been named; He is the Lord Jesus Christ.
My contract is found in John 14:1-3
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. (KJV)
We are ambassadors, serving in a foreign country and it does not make sense to get too attached to the things that aren’t part of our own land!
Secondly being an ambassador imparts
B. A certain degree of dignity and authority
It is an official title.
Our authority is not our own but is given to us by the one we represent.
Ambassadors to large powerful countries wield more influence than those to more insignificant countries.
Their authority is related directly to the power of the one they represent.
And we are ambassadors of the most powerful person of the universe.
Having this position as ambassador and knowing the authority it represents and the one we are representing; I believe it is essential that we act accordingly.
Ambassadors usually are men and women who
In a manner befitting their position.
So should we
Ephesians 4:1
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, (KJV)
Thirdly, being an ambassador entails
C. Sharing a message.
2 Corinthians 5:19
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. (KJV)
Our message is one of peace.
We come to this world with a message of peace for a people who are presently enemies of our God.
We have good news of peace.
God has given you and me the great privilege of telling the people of this world, who are presently at war with God in a battle they can never win, how to make peace.
That message is the Gospel of Jesus Christ
And if those who are at odds with God will come to Christ and trust Him to wash away their sins God will accept them as His beloved children.
Christians are ambassadors
Secondly
II. WE ARE WORKERS
2 Corinthians 6:1
If the position of ambassador helps us to lift our heads and serve the Lord with dignity and grace
The position of a worker or laborers ought to serve to keep us humble.
Our world likes to talk about white collar workers and blue collar workers.
Spiritually we are all blue collar workers.
Workers do the work.
And sometimes the work gets tough.
Paul describes a rough job in 2 Corinthians 6:4-10.
It gets hard
But as workers we don’t make the decisions, we just do what we are told.
We are ambassadors
We are workers
Thirdly
III. WE ARE MINISTERS
2 Corinthians 6:4
The word is the same one where we get our word deacons.
And the primary meaning of that word is “waiter.”
Deacons are the official waiters in the church.
But all of us are to be ministers (waiters) for the Lord.
Don’t you like it better when you go to a restaurant with good waitresses?
I got to thinking about that and what makes a good waitress or waiter.
A. Submission to the boss
Its no fun at all to go to a restaurant where the help is complaining about their job.
I want my waitress to enjoy her job.
And that happens hen she is thankful and submissive to her boss.
Hey, God needs us to happily submit to Him and obey His Word.
Remember Jesus said in
John 14:15
If ye love me, keep my commandments. (KJV)
A good waiter is secondly
B. Faithful
A restaurant that has waiters who never show up won’t be much good to the company or to the customers.
Not long ago Anita and I were in a restaurant. That was pretty busy.
One server was working like crazy trying to keep up with all the customers, but it was just an overwhelming number for her.
At some point I heard a customer complain to her and she explained that she was sorry, there were supposed to be other servers, but none of the others had shown up for work that day.
No matter how skilled a server is, he or she is no good when they are not there!
God requires that we be found faithful.
That means we are consistent with our service.
A good waiter is also
C. Cheerful
Don’t you love going into a place where the help – helps?
Where the waiters are
Where they have you convinced that they actually LIKE taking care of you?
Where they serve you
You always leave a place like that a little happier than when you walked in because you were so cheerfully served.
Some of us Christians ought to be ashamed of ourselves.
We serve
But
And no one knows whether they ought to take us seriously or not.
New people come to church.
Hey. There is no reason in the world for a Christian to be anything but cheerful and happy and anxious to tell people about the Lord!
And God has given us a purpose for life.
We are ambassadors
We are workers and
We are Ministers
2 Corinthians 6:1-3
I read a list of different kinds of sermons.
They are:
The Lord willing I will not give you any of those today but what I will say will be straightforward, to the point and beneficial to your spiritual life!
My subject and title come from 2 Cor 6:1
“receive not the grace of God in vain… ”
Notice how the Apostle introduces this;
“We then, as workers together with Him beseech you… ”
Paul was saying here, by virtue of my ministry as a laborer with God I am begging you, don’t receive God’s grace in vain.
That is my job today.
As a preacher of the Gospel I have been called of God and I have dedicated my life to begging people not to receive God’s grace in vain.
As we read these words in 2 Cor 6:1 let’s also be careful to remember that Paul was writing under God’s direction.
2 Timothy 3:16 says
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God…
The word “inspiration” means “God breathed.”
That means the Bible is the breathe of God.
Not man’s Word, but God’s.
2 Peter 3:15-16 calls the Apostle Paul’s writings Scripture.
So when you and I read 2 Cor 6:1 we need to remember these are God’s words.
Almighty God is saying through the Apostle, “I beg you, don’t receive my grace in vain!”
I hope that reaches your heart like it does mine.
That the Almighty God would beseech me to do something is awesome.
What does it mean to receive His grace in vain?
How can we apply this request to ourselves today?
Let me point out three things that should be clear from the 3 verses we read:
I. DON’T LET THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION GET PASSED YOU WITHOUT ACCEPTING IT.
vs 2
When God’s Word speaks of receiving the grace of God it is speaking of getting saved.
A. God has GRACIOUSLY provided to mankind a plan of salvation.
By that I mean He was under no obligation to provide salvation at all.
When God created man, He gave him the perfect life.
The garden of Eden was paradise.
All he needed to eat was there
He had a worthwhile purpose and
God provided him with a companion created of his own side.
If that were not enough, God would visit with man in that garden.
There was no excuse for Adam and Eve to rebel against God.
They did so of their own choosing.
Sure, Satan deceived Eve, but she wouldn’t have been if she had simply listened to God instead of the serpent
God had clearly warned them that if they ate the forbidden fruit they would surely die.
And I say to you based upon the authority of God’s Word GOD WOULD HAVE EVERY RIGHT IN THIS WORLD TO DESTROY MANKIND without so much as a hope of salvation.
So it is God’s grace that provides salvation.
This is even more true when we remember
B. What God did to provide that salvation
He gave His only Son!
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Would I need to argue that God was gracious in allowing His Son to die for us?
God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Romans 5:8
Again, God’s salvation is seen in that
C. He will apply Christ’s death to our sin account.
Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
That word “gift” could be exchanged for grace.
The grace of God is a message of salvation.
And I am here this morning to beseech you in the name of Christ not to let this message get passed you today.
If you have never come to Christ and asked Him to save you
Behold now is the accepted time, behold today is the day of salvation
Now, we can, with good Scriptural authority, take this another step at least…
II. DON’T LET YOUR LIFE AFTER YOU GET SAVED BE AN OFFENSE TO OTHERS
vs 3
The truth is, there are times when you can’t help offending people.
Dr. Henry Ironside once said;
The idea is, you can’t please everybody all the time.
Some people you can never please!
But you can ALWAYS live so your life does not drive others from Christ.
This is a sobering thought.
One we Christians need to seriously ponder.
There surely isn’t any of us that would knowingly do things to keep another from being saved.
But it is possible that you have never paid enough attention to your lifestyle to know if it is an offense to the unsaved or not.
We ought to examine what we do,
where we go and
what we say
In light of how it affects the unsaved.
And quit anything that an unsaved person might use to blame God’s work. (Unless of course the thing they don’t like is Scriptural.)
If we were honest with ourselves, isn’t it true that we all harbor feelings that say,
“It’s not fair! Why should I change what I do just because somebody who probably won’t get saved anyway might accuse me of being their stumbling block for not getting saved.”
Shame on us that we would rather hang on to sin than to be rid of it so not to get in the way of another’s salvation!
We are our brother’s keeper!
We do have a responsibility towards them.
And it is ungodly for us to live so as to be an offense to God’s ministry.
I beseech you them as a preacher of the Gospel -
Now that you are saved -
Give no offense in anything that the ministry be not blamed.
I have saved what I believe is the primary application of this text for the last.
What does it mean, “receive not the grace of God in vain”?
III. DON’T LET YOUR SALVATION GO UNUSED
You received God’s grace.
He has saved your soul from hell
Forgiven your sins
Given you eternal life with Him in heaven.
Don’t neglect that and let it go unused!
Ephesians 2:10 says when God saved you He did so to do good works.
You can’t do good works to get saved, but you can do good works because you are saved.
Apostle Paul was always calling for the believers to allow themselves to be used.
How many of you that are saved have used your salvation lately?
Salvation as we have seen is a gift.
And we treat it very similar to how our kids treat the presents we give them:
A. Sometimes we give our kids a present like clothes.
They say “O, thanks” and put it down not that appreciative.
Some Christians do that with salvation.
“O, thanks God, I am glad I will go to heaven!” And then they put it away, looking for something more exciting to occupy their time.
B. Sometimes we give them a gift, maybe a toy they aren’t too excited about.
They play with the box more than the toy.
Before too long they have lost the toy and forgotten they ever got it.
Some Christians take salvation, and put it away, very seldom even remembering they are saved.
Every so often, after they are reminded about it, they pull it out, maybe attend a Church once or twice, but the next thing you know, it is forgotten about again.
But then,
C. Sometimes we hit it on the head with our gifts don’t we?
We get them something they won’t ever leave alone!
Every day they pull that same gift off the shelf and play with it.
That’s how we ought to be with salvation.
Every morning we ought to get up, pull down that gift of salvation, and take it with us all day long so that each act, each word, each reaction we make each day all day is made in the light of salvation!
Christians, as your pastor, I am beseeching you today
DON’T LET YOUR SALVATION GO UNUSED!
Put it to work in your life.
Some of you
Won’t you go to work for God?
Won’t you commit yourself to
attend church
witness
teach Sunday School
tithes and give to missions?
You are saved, now put that to work!
2 Corinthians 6:1
I am thinking about the chorus, "Laborers Together With God."
I am not going to use the chorus as my message text but by way of introduction let me point out the lessons that chorus attempts to teach:
1. We Labor with God
Our service as Christians is done in Christ’s name, for Christ and in the power of God.
We do labor, but God labors with us.
2. We labor on Earth - Throughout the World.
We serve God but we serve God on earth around the world.
We serve God be serving people.
3. We labor in the Gospel
In order to open doors we might feed the poor build hospitals and schools, but our main ministry is evangelism not humanitarianism.
4. We labor out of love.
The love of God constrains us to serve; serve God and serve others.
5. Our labor is worthwhile
It is worth our time and effort to serve God and reach people.
Now let me give you my message tonight.
A message I believe God gave me to give you and one that should help us all in our labor of love.
First, let me give you some;
I. REASONS TO LABOR FOR AND WITH GOD
There are some good reasons to labor with God
1. The Need of Mankind
Matt 9:36-38
The majority of mankind are like sheep with no shepherd.
A shepherd is simply someone who looks out for the welfare of the sheep.
He protects them
He feeds them
He keeps them together
You have to have that kind of ministry
God can grant that you would have a desire a vision to be used of God to
protect souls from the dangers of hell
feed them by teaching God’s Word and
assemble them in church and SS Classrooms.
You cold all have a shepherding ministry!
Under the pastor’s direction of course.
But you could be one of those laborers we are told to pray for!
And help meet the need of mankind.
A second reason to labor with God is
2. The Program of God’s Church
Romans 12:4-7
By God’s design the church is a body that requires total participation in order to function at peak performance.
I realize that some need to grow in the Lord, to mature before serving in God’s church.
But Christian, members of Bayview, GOD HAS PLANNED IT SO THAT YOUR SERVICE IS VITAL TO THIS CHURCH.
You might be afraid to serve.
Or it may be that you want to simply enjoy the church without getting to involved.
Some people do not want a ministry because they don’t want to be that committed to this church.
You don’t’ want to be depended upon to be here.
But God has planned it so that you are depended upon.
GOD’S CHURCH NEEDS SERVING MEMBERS!
A third reason to labor with God is
3. The Constitution of God’s People
Eph 2:10
You see, when you got saved God created you again to do good works, to labor with Him.
In order to get all that God has for you;
In order for you to receive the real blessings of being saved; YOU NEED TO SERVE.
In a godly sort of way there is a selfish reason to labor for God.
BECAUSE YOU NEED IT IN ORDER TO HAVE REASON FOR BEING AND IN ORDER TO GET THE BLESSINGS GOD HAS RESERVED IN HEAVEN FOR YOU.
I hope I have pointed out the reasons to serve sufficiently that you would have a desire to labor for God.
Let me now move on and give you
II. THE RESPONSIBILITIES IN LABORING WITH GOD
I do have as a goal to see every person in this church laboring with God in some capacity.
But I have got to tell you, serving God isn’t something you can do flippantly.
There are responsibilities involved in service.
Responsibilities which should not be taken lightly.
Let me give you here what I consider to be the two foundational principles in establishing those responsibilities:
1. To Be An Example to Those We Serve
1 Tim 4:12
Paul was writing to a young preacher but the lesson fits all that will be laborers with God:
Be an example
in word
conversation
charity
spirit
faith and
purity
Those that serve in our church NEED TO BE EXAMPLES
This is why we have standards for those who serve here.
BECAUSE WE KNOW WE TEACH MORE BY EXAMPLE THAN BY WORDS.
We want to make sure the example teaches the right thing.
Besides, you won’t teach in class what you do not believe enough to practice.
Folks, God wants you to labor with Him.
Mankind needs you to labor with Him and
You need to labor with Him.
But according to God’s Word you don’t qualify if you aren’t an example of the godly believer.
By the way:
Don’t try to determine yourself whether you are an example.
Some of us would never serve God because we don’t think we are worthy (and we are right!)
What you need to remember is that Paul was counted worthy by God to be in the ministry, even though by Paul’s own admission, he was the chiefest of sinners.
Some of us think we are godly example and disqualify ourselves because of it, being guilty of conceit.
Do this instead; offer yourself to God ad then to the pastor.
And let them determine whether or not you qualify!
Now the second principle beside being an example is
2. Be Committed to Personal Spiritual Growth
Since none of us have fully arrived when we become satisfied with our spiritual position WE CEASE BEING A GOOD EXAMPLE.
Our church needs people
God needs people, who are committed to
knowing Him better
serving Him better every day.
God deliver us from the satisfied status quo Christianity!
Give us, O Lord, a thirst, a craving to be more and more like Him and to sacrifice anything necessary to reach this prize!
We have seen the reason to labor with God and the responsibilities in laboring with God.
Let’s finish with
III. THE REWARD OF LABORING WITH GOD
The rewards could be divided into two categories:
Those we receive in heaven
Those we receive on earth
I am only going to give you three we receive right now, while on earth:
1. The Fulfillment of a Meaningful Life
Have you ever felt that feeling of uselessness?
Occasionally I have been in a situation where I had no transportation and could not find anything worthwhile to do.
I could find something to occupy my time all right, but nothing that I felt was purposeful ad had meaning.
That has got to be the most miserable feeling in the world!
I believe the chief cause of teenage suicide drugs and Satanism is that most teens are being robbed of a sense of meaningful life.
Consequently, being robbed of a sense of purpose, they grab for everything that will give meaning.
If they can’t get meaning, they seek pleasure.
If they can’t get pleasure, thousands of them are taking their own lives!
But when you recognize that God created you
He wants to save you from your sin and being saved
He wants to enter into a partnership of labor with you
IT GIVES REAL PURPOSE AND MEANING
And with that, Fulfillment.
2. The Joy of Seeing the Fruits of Your Labor
When I worked construction, there was always satisfaction in seeing what I had accomplished.
We went to Boulder on our trip and visited the business complex I helped build.
But it is even more satisfying when you think about the fact that our labor with God HAS ETERNAL FRUIT!
In just the few years I have labored with God (and labored feebly) I have been blessed to see hundreds of souls saved two churches established and now even two training for the ministry!
What a joy it is!
And the final reward I will share with you
3. The Peace of Knowing You Are in God’s Will
Now I can say this based upon God’s Word.
And the three reasons we started with:
It is God’s will that every Christian labor together with Him in a local church.
I guarantee you there is peace in knowing you are doing the will of God.
Some people struggle to find God’s will.
They are unsettled and discontent.
And often it is because they won’t do what is obviously God’s will.
They want to know God’s w ill about a job or where to live or some other difficult area.
But they won’t do what God has plainly told them is His will.
The best way to handle it is to do what you know is God’s will and let Him lead you in those difficult areas afterwards.
If you will do that THERE IS PEACE THAT COMES FROM GOD!
Are you a laborer together with God and with this church tonight?
Won’t you offer yourself for service?
2 Corinthians 6:14-18
[1]I want to take verse 14 of this passage and preach something that maybe you haven't considered from it.
This was one of the first verses I ever heard.
I had attended church on Sunday with Mike Riggs. I had gone forward to make a public profession of my faith. I had presented myself to the church for believer's baptism.
Now you have to understand. There were only 10 people there.
Everyone in the room heard when Mike Riggs announced after the service, "MARVIN IS IN LOVE!"
I had met Anita about two months prior to that, and we were pretty serious about each other!
My preacher came to my house for the first time, that Thursday night.
After nailing down my salvation and making arrangements for me to be baptized, he said, "Now, tell me about your girlfriend!"
Of course I told him all the neat things about her, BUT ALONG ABOUT MIDNIGHT, WHEN I WAS SLOWING DOWN,
He pointed to 2 Cor 6:14 and showed me from the Biblethat the main reasonto date was to consider marriage, and that a Christian like me should not consider marrying someone who is not a Christian, (I didn't know if Anita was saved or not yet!)
I am glad that my pastor taught me that!
He got Anita's salvation nailed down, then
he got her going to the same church as me, and then
he got her married to me!
I really appreciate my preacher!
I think the message of this verse is very clear.
I ALSO THINK THE MESSAGE OF THIS VERSE IS VERY IMPORTANT.
More Christians have found themselves in miserable situations because they ignored this passage than you can ever imagine!
Not just because they got married to someone who wasn't a believer.
But because they were best friends with someone who wasn't a believer.
And because they hung around a person who wasn't a believer.
And because they listened to the counsel of a person who wasn't a believer!
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers … !"
But the thought occured to me, There is an opposite truth that is equally important!
That is this
BE YE EQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER WITH BELIEVERS!
***To make sure you understand that this is a Biblical truth, turn with me to a few passages to see that God wants Christians yoked together with the right kind of people.
*****Heb 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (KJV)
God commands us to assemble together and even indicates that he keeps track of those who won't assemble together with the believers!
God doesn't say that as things get more and more hectic and problematic we should attend church less, HE SAYS TO ATTEND EVEN MORE!
In a day when people are dropping their Sunday Evening and Wednesday services … GOD SAYS WE OUGHT TO BE ADDING SERVICES TO OUR PROGRAM!
*****Eph 2:19-22
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (KJV)
God says that we that are saved are "fitly framed together," and "builded together."
It is God's will that Christians be yoked together in the household of God, the local church!
God plans for us to unite together. Bind ourselves together for the mutual good of us all.
In fact, God uses the loss of that fellowship as a means of disciplining those who are saved, but not walking right with God!
He wants us to be equally yoked together with Believers!
And I want to give you Five Reasons Why Christians ought to Yoke Up with Other Christians.
I. WE HAVE A COMMON CLEANSING FROM SIN!
1 Cor 6:9-11
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (KJV)
Every one of us who are saved knows from whince we come!
We know the sins we were involved in.
We know the stories about us we wouldn't want anyone else to hear now.
We remember what we have done,
Where we have been, and
What we are capable of - sin wise!
Any genuine Christian knows he is not better than anyone else!
BUT WE ARE WASHED!
Now wait a minute!
If I want to stay clean, am I wise to hook up with those that aren't clean yet?
If you were to come up to shake my hand tonight, with me in my suit, getting ready to come to the pulpit, and you had a big glob of grease in your hand.
I would be wise not to shake your hand!
Not because I am judging you. Not because I am condemning you for being dirty.
BUT BECAUSE I DON'T WANT TO GET DIRTY TOO!
We ought to yoke up with believers because of our common cleansing from sin by the blood of Christ!
Secondly, we ought to yoke together with believers because
II. WE HAVE A COMMON LOVE FOR THE LORD
Eph 6:24
Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. (KJV)
Phile 1:4-5
I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers,
Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; (KJV)
There is a love that we believers have for the Lord that the world doesn't know anything about!
It is a love that comes from God -
we love Him because He first loved us!
It is a love that is deep and real
Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul and with all thy might.
It is a love that longs to be with the Lord
Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.
No one else is going to help you love the Lord more than someone who loves the Lord too!
Let me ask you
Who will help you love you husband or wife more?
Someone who absolutely loves their own spouse and tells you how glad they are to be married?
Or someone who wishes they weren't married and tries to get you to go do things without your spouses?
Obviously it is the person who is happily married!
He is going to motivate you that you can be happily married too!
He is the one who will motivate you to do the things that makes a marriage work!
Same thing is true with our love for God.
Spend your time around someone who is sold out in love of God and they will help motivate you to be in love with God too!
Third, we should be yoked together with believers because
III. WE HAVE COMMON FAMILY TIES.
But to as many as received Him, to them gave He the power to become the Sons of God
John 1:12
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sands and daughters saith the Lord Almighty
2 Cor 6:18
In the day we are living in, when the family unit is on the rocks and so many are growing up without their moms and dads and brothers and sisters in the same house.
We have a family unit in the Lord that is hard to beat!
There is a difference between being in the family of God and being yoked together with believers!
As soon as you got saved you became a part of the family of God.
if you never got baptised and never went to church.
if you never read your Bible and never prayed a minute.
if you never witnessed to one soul and never gave one penny to God's work.
When you asked Jesus to forgive your sins and save you, HE DID IT!
He made you a part of the family of God and you are going to go to heaven when you die!
However,
if you want to go to heaven having put off the old sins and put on the likeness of Jesus Christ.
If you want to go to heaven having rewards awaiting you.
If you want to go to heaven with your family alongside you.
You will need some help!
And you get that help by yoking up together with believers in a local church!
We need to yoke together with believers because of
Our common cleansing
Our common Love for God,
Our common family ties, and
Fourthly because
IV. WE HAVE A COMMON FAITH AND EXPERIENCE.
1 Cor 10:1-4
Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;
And did all eat the same spiritual meat;
And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. (KJV)
If you are really saved tonight, you got saved exactly the same way I did!
You didn't have to be in the same place at the same time.
You didn't necessarily have to say exactly the same words I prayed
But you were saved by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!
Isn't it great to think that we in this room, for the most part, part a common salvation experience.
Although we were in different parts of the country when we got saved.
And although we were different ages and some of us got saved a long time ago, while other have only been saved a little while,
We all have gone through the exact same salvation!
1. We have a Common Baptism.
It was by immersion
It was after we got saved
It was in a BAPTIST church
Some of us had to get baptized a couple of times before we got it right!
We had gotten baptised before we were saved.
Or we had gotten baptized by an organization that doesn't have God's authority to perform baptisms
Or we had gotten baptized by sprinkling
But sooner or later, at least in this group, we came to understand the truth of God's word and all received a COMMON BAPTISM!
I read the story about one non-Baptist pastor who set out to teach his church why the Baptists were wrong in insisting on Baptist Baptism.
He embarked on a series of studies on the subject of Baptism.
By the time he had finished, HE WAS BAPTIZED A BAPTIST, AND HIS WHOLE CONGREGATION WAS TOO! Every single member of that church converted to being Baptists!
2. We hold a Common Bible.
We could stand up tonight and read the scriptures out loud together without it sounding like we were speaking in tongues, because we hold to the King James Version of the Bible and don't get caught with the latest "new improved" edition of God's Word!
It is so important that we hold to the position that God has preserved His Words infallible and inerrant!
I could not understand why God would have gone through the trouble of giving us a word for word true Bible, in the originals
ONLY TO LET MEN MESS IT UP OVER TIME!
I have to believe that the God who was able to give us the Bible in the first place IS ALSO ABLE TO MAKE SURE PEOPLE DON'T RUIN IT!
3. We Have a Common Set of Doctrinal Beliefs we Preach, Practice and Defend.
What we believe is important to us.
We do not try to white wash them so we can get along with everybody under the sun!
We know what it is we believe AND WE ARE OUT TO MAKE CONVERTS TO WHAT WE BELIEVE!
Diversity is NOT the watchword of a Baptist Church!
Unity is!
We should yoke together with Believers because of
Our Common Cleansing
Our Common Love for the lord
Our Common Family Ties
Our Common Faith and Experience, and
Lastly, because
V. WE HAVE A COMMON CAUSE
Which I am going to list in two parts tonight, although an argument can be made that one is the other.
1. We have the Cause of Winning the lost
Matt 28:18-20
God has commissioned us to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
God has commissioned us to win souls, baptize the converts and teach them to observe all that Jesus commanded
And we are to do it in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the Uttermost parts of the earth.
THE ONLY WAY WE CAN POSSIBLY ACCOMPLISH THAT MISSION IS TO UNITE TOGETHER TO DO IT!
We unite together to train each other to do it.
We unite together to help each other to do it. and
We unite together to encourage each other to keep doing it!
Our other cause is
2. To Glorify the Lord
John 17:1
If Jesus wanted to glorify the Father,
I believe we ought to want to glorify both the Father AND the Son!
How to do it is the question
A. The Father is glorifed when we bear much fruit
John 15:8
And Jesus said we needed to be his disciples in order to do that.
B. The Father is Glorified When We Receive of him and Show it to Others
John 16:14
He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. (KJV)
C. And the Father is Glorified When We Live and Honest Life of Good Works
1 Pet 2:12
Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. (KJV)
The Bible says
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.
That is an important Biblical truth that we must teach, preach, and practice.
But the reverse is just as true
Be ye equally yoked together with believers!
Get yourself hooked into a church where the people believe the Bible, preach the Bible, and take the Bible out into the lost world for God's glory!
Get into that church so you can be encouraged in the cause.
Get into that church so you can encourage others in the cause., and
Get into that church so you can help accomplish the cause!
2 Corinthians 7:1 KJV
Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
I try each year to take one week off in August to plan for the year ahead.
I did not succeed in getting that week off this year and I am still trying to set aside some time to work on next year's calendar.
But a year ago August I was successful and I remember that week, being led to preach through the Bible's promises.
I thought I had a plan that was going to make that project easier. I have a book in my office called All the Promises of God by Herbert Lockyer. I had not read it yet, but I assumed it was going to list those promises for me and give me some hints for preaching them.
Not so.
The book is a pretty massive work.
It sites various Bible promises to illustrate the principles that it was trying to put forth concerning the Bible promises.
But it does not specifically list the Bible's promises.
So I had to resort to the old fashioned way of finding my text for preaching: I had to study it out myself.
According to Wikipedia, there are over 3000 promises in the Bible, so my trouble has not been in finding something to preach, it has been in pinpointing which promises would be those that the Holy Spirit of God would have for us this year.
Now I say all of that to say this one thing….
It was not difficult to pick today's text for preaching.
"Having therefore these promises…."
Seemed like a pretty obvious preaching text to me.
Rather than simply speaking on the subject of the promises, however, I want to try to deal with the whole passage and at least some of its context.
Notice first
I. THAT HOLINESS MAY BE "PERFECTED"
2 Corinthians 7:1 KJV
…. perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
Now here is an interesting thought;
We who are Christians can be holy, but need our holiness perfected.
And still need holiness perfected in me.
That is right.
But I am not yet perfect.
So today - right now, God is in the middle of perfecting holiness in me.
The word "perfecting" means "to fulfill further or to finish."
We have holiness but it is not finalized.
It is not a finished product yet.
Are all things that may be
Until the day we are in the presence of the Lord.
I am not perfect and that is all right.
Because I am able to go on today, perfecting holiness in my life.
It will be one of the most gratifying things in your life when you know that God is changing your heart and soul for His honor.
Notice secondly
II. THAT THERE IS A PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS
2 Corinthians 7:1 KJV
….. dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, ….
Philippians 1:6 KJV
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
The Bible tells me that God is at work in my soul.
I am assured that what He has begun, He will perform.
I am also assured in Romans 8:29-30 KJV
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
So God is doing a work in me.
But that does not negate my personal responsibility in the subject of spiritual matters.
To cleanse myself from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit.
I must not sit idle on this matter.
I cannot use the excuse that God has not helped me therefore it is His fault.
You and I sit here today responsible and accountable to God to cleanse ourselves from that filthiness that would hinder the perfecting of holiness in our lives.
Notice thirdly
III. THAT I HAVE SOME PROMISES DESIGNED TO MOTIVATE AND AIDE ME
2 Corinthians 7:1 KJV
Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us…
These promises spring from 2 Corinthians 6:16-18 KJV
And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
There are four promises given in these verses
A. God will dwell in you
The allusion goes back to Solomon's Temple.
It was a beautiful building to be sure, but it was only a building; until the glory of God visibly inhabited the place.
God promises to dwell you in you.
He promises to take your life and make it glorious.
B. God will be your God and you shall be His people
Somebody thinks that God is already everybody's God and everybody is already God's people.
Not according to the Bible.
This is a promise that God gives to everyone, but only some own the promise.
The Bible even tells us only a few own the promise.
C. God will receive you
I can't help but remember another promise
John 14:2-3 KJV
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
It is the promise of heaven. It is the promise of access to the Lord, not only in prayer today but eternally, in His presence.
D. You shall be His sons and daughters
This reminds me of
John 1:11-12 KJV
He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Being the sons and daughters of God brings with it benefits all their own,
Romans 8:14-18 KJV
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
But notice this; all these promises are predicated on the command, come out from among them and be separate saith the Lord and touch not the unclean thing….
That's why 2 Corinthians 7:1 KJV says,
Having these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
All of these promises are conditioned on our holiness.
Now listen very carefully to this and we will be finished:
No one has to do anything to be saved and become a Son of God.
We are saved simply by calling out to Christ and receiving Him as our Saviour.
But two things are so much a part of salvation that, if they are not present, they let us know that the professor of salvation is a false professor and still needs to be born again:
That is the meaning of this condition; not that you have to do these things to be saved, but that, the saved do these things.
2 Corinthians 8:1-5
We are living in a day, when people seem to be looking for something beyond themselves.
The cults are growing. Satanism is on the rise.
And the New Age Movement is attracting followers of celebrity status!
I heard of a lady that was on a talk show a few years ago that claimed to be a channel for Supernatural life.
She said that her channel was a Venusian (a fellow from Venus) named Voltron, and that Voltron would give her messages and information that was beyond human ability to know.
The host of the talk show took a survey of the audience and asked how many believed her story, AND 15% SAID THAT THEY DID!
HOW COULD THAT BE?
God's Word says that He has placed within each of us the knowledge of something greater than ourselves.
Romans 2:14-15 speaks of those who do by nature the things written in the law of God, because that law is written in their hearts.
God has placed in each of us an awareness of something greater than ourselves and a desire to know, that which is greater than ourselves!
THAT IS WHY THERE IS SUCH A FASCINATION WITH UFO'S, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF LIFE ON OTHER PLANETS!
That is why the cults grow
And that is why people swallow the stories of the channels and mediums of the New Age Movement.
IT IS NATURAL FOR MEN TO SEEK THE SUPERNATURAL!
There is a thirst within us to know supernatural life!
Unfortunately, because of our sin nature, we almost always tend to look for that supernatural life in the wrong direction!
I am here this morning to say, that
IS A LIFE SURRENDERED AND GIVEN TO CHRIST!
Did you notice in our text verse that it says, "they gave themselves to the Lord!"
The only life that really counts is one that is first
A SAVED LIFE,
And then secondly,
A LIFE THAT IS SURRENDERED AND GIVEN TO GOD!
I have three questions that I would like to pose to you and then answer as our outline for today's message
I. WHY GIVE OURSELVES TO GOD?
And I would simply answer that question by saying first
A. It is the only way to make your life count for the Lord!
Luke 9:23-25.
"And He said to them all (not just a few of them, like those that were called to preach), If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.
For what is a man advantaged if he shall, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?"
The way the world thinks and the way God thinks are just the opposite!
The world teaches us that the way to be happy, the way to enjoy life and to make it really count,
IS TO GO FOR THE GUSTO, GRAB ALL OF LIFE YOU CAN GET, AND TO PUT YOURSELF FIRST!
Jesus says "Not so!"
Jesus says that the life that counts, the life that is full and rich and meaningful,
IS A LIFE THAT IS LOST IN CHRIST!
Illustration:
Adoniram Judson is America's first missionary.
Judson graduated from college at the top of his class.
Upon his graduation, he was offered a position as the pastor of a large and famous church that still stands in Boston.
Judson's parents were excited about it because they lived in Boston at the time, and it meant that their son would have a successful position and be near his family too!
But Adoniram Judson declined the position explaining to his parents and to the church that God had called him to missions work
AND THAT TO SERVE GOD ANYWHERE BUT WHERE GOD HAD CALLED HIM WOULD ONLY BE PARTIAL OBEDIENCE!
Judson sacrificed because of his surrender to the Lord, but TODAY WE CREDIT NO LESS THAN 50,000 SOULS SAVED DIRECTLY BECAUSE OF THE MINISTRY OF THIS ONE MAN!
Another reason why we should give ourselves to God is because
B. Our life already belongs to God anyway!
Psalm 24:1 says;
"The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein"
You see, when we give our lives to the Lord, WE ARE DOING NOTHING MORE THAN GIVING BACK TO HIM WHAT HE ALREADY OWNS!
Illustration:
Missionary Jim Elliot wrote in the flyleaf of his Bible the words,
"A man is no fool to give that which he cannot keep, to gain that which he cannot lose!"
When we give our lives to the Lord, HE GIVES US A LIFE THAT HAS ETERNAL MEANING AND PURPOSE AND REWARD!
When people are seeking the supernatural life, GOD OFFERS IT TO US IF WE WILL ONLY GIVE TO HIM, OUR NATURAL LIFE!
The second question I have for today is;
II. HOW SHOULD WE GIVE OURSELVES TO GOD?
And I have two simply responses to that question;
A. We should give ourselves deliberately!
By that I mean that we ought to make a conscious decision to give our lives to the Lord!
1. We get saved by making a deliberate decision!
And here is where so many are off base today!
They think that they are saved because their parents had them baptized when they were babies, or because they were born in America and America is a Christian nation, or because they have always believed in God.
But salvation is much more than that! Salvation is a conscious decision to receive from Christ the gift that He offers to us!
It is a decision that we must make individually, and it is a decision that we must make deliberately;
And I suppose most importantly, IT IS A DECISION WE MUST MAKE!
Because without it there is no salvation!
In the same fashion, after we are saved
2. We must make a deliberate decision to surrender our lives to the Lord!
Nobody can do that for us, AND GOD WON'T TAKE IT FROM US IF WE DO NOT GIVE IT!
Just like salvation, when we made that choice to once and for all, ask Christ to be our Saviour,
There needs to come a point in the life of every Christian WHEN WE MAKE A CHOICE TO GIVE UP OUR LIVES TO CHRIST!
Illustration:
I had kind of a progression of decisions before I finally surrendered to preach.
First, I made the confession that God had called me to preach.
Later, I made the decision not to let secular work get in the way of spiritual work. (I would take the time off of work to do special things for the Lord whenever I was asked)
Later than that, I finally went to the Lord and said I would be a preacher.
But it was even later than that when I really surrendered to be a preacher, and started preparing for the ministry!
There was over six months between the time when I knew that God had called me to preach and when I really made the deliberate choice to obey that call!
Listen!
You are not going to surrender your life to God accidentally! You are going to have to make a conscious decision to give your life to God!
And then secondly;
B. Give your life to God totally!
Romans 12:1 is such a well known passage, but so many of us who know the verse have never obeyed the verse!
"I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service."
If our life is going to count for the Lord we have to give it to God totally no matter where we are and what we are doing!
You don't have to surrender to be a preacher, or to be a missionary, or to any full time Christian type of service to be totally surrendered to the Lord!
You just have to make Christ the most important person in your life and doing His will the most important priority in your life!
Illustration:
In the fourth century after Christ, it became illegal to be a Christian unless you were part of the Church of Rome.
During that period of time, there were people of every occupation and background that chose to give their lives for Christ rather than to become a part of the Catholic Church which they believed was, from the very beginning a false church.
Many of those believers hid themselves in the catacombs under Rome and It is estimated that between 1,750,000 to 4 million people lived and died in those catacombs, giving their lives for Christ!
Most of them were not preachers or missionaries.
They were by in large common people, BUT THEY WERE PEOPLE WHO HAD TOTALLY SURRENDERED THEIR LIVES TO CHRIST!
How can we know today if we would be willing to give our lives like they did?
We do not face the threat of execution for being surrendered to the Lord these days, but how can we know that we are willing to give our lives for the Lord like they did?
You see, we may not be asked to give our lives for the sake of the Lord today, BUT WE ARE ASKED TO MAKE CHOICES FOR THE LORD!
And when we make those choices, though perhaps insignificant in comparison to giving our lives
WE ARE STILL CHOOSING TO SURRENDER OUR LIVES TO GOD!
One last question this morning;
III. WHEN SHOULD WE GIVE OUR LIVES TO THE LORD?
The first answer to that question is;
A. Immediately!
Mark 1:14-8
That word straightway means IMMEDIATELY!
Jesus came to these men who were busy about their occupations.
There probably couldn't have been much more of an inconvenient time to be called away, But when Jesus called, they gave themselves to Him straightway!
That's what we need today…
INSTANT OBEDIENCE TO THE LORD!
When there is a task that needs to be done for the Lord, what a blessing it would be to have folks who dig into the task IMMEDIATELY.
You see, that is the kind of life that counts for the Lord!
THE KIND OF LIFE THAT IS GIVEN TO GOD IMMEDIATELY WHEN THE CALL COMES!
Secondly, we should give our lives to the Lord
B. Always!
1 Corinthians 15:58
"Therefore my beloved brethren, by ye stedfast, unmoveable, ALWAYS ABOUNDING in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know your labor is not in vain in the Lord."
Paul spoke about dying daily to the Lord.
After we are saved and have given ourselves to the Lord,
We must understand that every day and every hour we are going to have to make a conscious decision to continue giving our lives to the Lord!
Illustration:
Sir Leonard Wood was invited one time to dinner with the king of France.
When Mr. Wood arrived for dinner, the king was surprised and said, "Sir Leonard! We were not expecting you!"
Sir Leonard answered, "Did not my lord the King invite me to dinner?"
Where upon the king answered, "Yes, but you did not reply as to whether or not you would come!"
Sir Leonard Wood's reply is one of the greatest statements ever made to another man!
"THE KING'S INVITATION IS NEVER TO BE ANSWERED, ONLY OBEYED!"
How we need folks today who do not try to answer the Lord's invitation to give their lives to Him with their excuses, but who will only obey!
Illustration:
Stonewall Jackson once received a message from General Lee to meet him at Jackson's convenience.
At 5:30 the next morning, Jackson set off through a snow storm to ride the 8 miles between him and General Lee.
When he arrived, Lee said, "I asked you to come at your convenience, I did not expect you so soon!"
Stonewall Jackson answered, "The wish of General Lee, IS MY SUPREME COMMAND!"
Oh if only Christians today felt that the slightest wish of the Lord Jesus Christ was their supreme command!
Someone wrote a poem that reads;
"Christ has no hands but our hands to do his work today.
He has no feet but our feet to lead men in the way.
He has no tongue but our tongue to tell men how He died.
He has no help but our help to bring them to His side.
We are the only Bible the careless world will read.
We are the sinner's gospel, we are the sinner's creed.
We are the Lord's last message given in Word and deed.
What if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred?
What if our hands are busy with other work than his?
What if our feet are walking where sins allurement is?
What if our tongues are talking of things his lips would spurn?
How can we hope to help them? Or welcome His return?"
You know, in the days of the Apostles, there were people who were so wealthy; they owned land larger than many of our states.
BUT I DARE YOU TO NAME JUST ONE OF THEM!
The apostles had forsaken the things that this world could give them,
But their names are remembered now for 2000 years!
By both saved and unsaved!
A person can live for self for a few years and get by I suppose.
BUT THE ONLY LIFE THAT REALLY COUNTS, BOTH NOW AND FOR ETERNITY, IS A LIFE THAT IS GIVEN TO CHRIST!
2 Corinthians 8:1-5
Some of us are doing a lot for missions right now!
And for those of you that are heavily involved in missions giving right now, you might well ask yourself the question,
"WHY SHOULD I DO MORE FOR MISSIONS THAN I ALREADY DO?"
There are others here who have either not gotten involved in missions either in the area of prayer or giving or you are hearing about the opportunity to support missions for the very first time this morning.
And you might be asking yourself the question,
"WHY SUPPORT MISSIONS WORKS AT ALL?"
or
"WHY DO I NEED TO CONTRIBUTE MORE TO THE MISSIONS PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH THAN IS ALREADY BEING GIVEN."
It is my prayer that the Lord will allow me to answer those questions for you this morning in a way that helps you to see why it would be good for you to be involved in the Faith Promise Missions.
I BELIEVE IN MISSIONS!
1. Someone once pointed out to me that God the Father only had one begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ;
AND HE MADE HIM A MISSIONARY!
The very heart of God IS MISSIONS!
When Adam and Eve sinned, the day had not finished before God was leaving heaven, AND SEEKING THEM TO GET THEM RESTORED TO A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM!
And that is all that missions is!
A MISSIONARY LEAVES HIS HOME TO SEEK THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW CHRIST, SO HE CAN INTRODUCE THEM, AND HELP THEM TO GET A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD!
It is the nearest thing to God's heart!
I believe in missions because it is close to the heart of God.
2. I also believe in missions because it was practiced in the Bible!
The earliest believers did not simply sit around enjoying each other's company and waiting until Jesus came for them!
They traveled around the known world of their day teaching and preaching about Jesus Christ!
Christian missionaries were not going around to feed the poor or to heal the sick especially, (although they did that too) THEIR PRIMARY GOAL WAS TO WIN SOULS TO JESUS AND ESTABLISH
I know they were Baptist churches for two reasons;
a Their founder, Jesus Christ was Baptized by a Baptist!
b They preached and practiced the same things that Baptists preach and practice!
God loves missions, AND THE KIND OF MISSIONS THAT GOD LOVES IS THE KIND THAT WINS SOULS AND BUILDS THIS KIND OF CHURCH!
I also believe in missions,
3. Because the Bible indicates that there are rewards in heaven awaiting those that are a part of missions.
Paul said that those who gave to support his missionary work, WERE EARNING MISSIONARY REWARDS THEMSELVES!
This business of missions IS A GREAT BUSINESS!
But why should every Christian be involved in missions?
And why should those of us who are already involved be involved in missions MORE?
Let me point you to three key thoughts that I trust will help you;
First, when we do more for missions, we are;
I. MOTIVATED BY A CONSTRAINING COMPASSION!
Notice if you will, the emotions that are involved in the passage before us;
The terms here all describe a people who were so compassionate about the things of Christ, THAT THEY COULD NOT HELP BUT BE INVOLVED!
Though they were deeply impoverished, they begged for the opportunity to take upon themselves the fellowship of ministering to the saints!
THEY WANTED TO BE A PART OF THE WORK THAT PAUL WAS INVOLVED IN!
Beloved, if there is anybody who should be filled with love and compassion, and should be motivated by that love… it is the Child of God!
First of all,
A. Because we were saved by that kind of constraining compassion.
Christ died for us, not because He had to, but because He loved us so much that He willingly gave His life that we could be saved.
Romans 5:8
"But God commendeth His love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
The Christian who has any degree of understanding of the Bible at all, knows that HE DID NOT DESERVE TO BE SAVED!
Christ did not have to give his life for any of us!
We are sinners, as unlovely to God as the worst of mankind,
And Christ can save the worst of mankind just as easily as He saved us!
The reason we are saved is not because we were worthy of salvation or because God had to save us… .
We are saved because God loved us so much that even while we were sinners against Him He wanted to save us!
Any Christian who meditates upon that fact, will want to do something for the Lord!
Not because we can ever pay God back, but because we want to do as much as possible for Him because He did everything for us!
And secondly
B. Because of our love for souls.
Few Christians really love people.
But for those that get close to the Lord, Christ loves through them.
Romans 5:5 says that
"… the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts… ."
I have met Christians that don't love people…
They look for opportunities to do spite; they are vengeful and mean spirited.
But the Christian that is close to the Lord will have a love for people just because Christ loves people and loves them through them.
John said that if a man says he loves God and does not love his brother, he is a liar! (1 John 4:20)
On the other hand he says that if a man love his brother, he abideth in the light, and HE CAN'T STUMBLE! (1 John 2:10)
A third passion that constrains us to get involved in missions is,
C. Our hatred of hell!
Because I love souls and hate hell, I cannot stand the idea of anyone going there.
Jude is so descriptive on this subject.
In verse 23 of his short epistle he writes;
"Others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh."
Several emotions can compel a Christian to be involved in missions, and soul winning;
Why do more for missions as a church?
Why try to take on new missionaries and do more to support missions work as a church?
Why should you as individuals do more for missions than you are doing now?
Because
By both a passion and compassion
To rescue souls from hell
And to rob hell of its goals.
Number two
When we do more for missions, we are
II. INVOLVED IN A CREDIBLE CAUSE!
I am reminded right now of young David, who was willing to risk his very life to stop the giant Goliath!
David's own brothers told him to be quiet and leave Goliath alone but David responded with the words;
"IS THERE NOT A CAUSE?"
There is a cause worth our devoting even more than we have before;
It is the cause of winning souls to Christ and building churches both here and around the world!
This cause is one
A. That God loves.
I have already mentioned God's own involvement in missions.
All three person of the Godhead are missionary minded;
1. God the Father went to the Garden of Eden looking for sinning Adam and Eve.
2. God the Son, Jesus left heavens splendor to seek and to save those that are lost.
3. And God the Holy Ghost came to dwell inside the believer and to convict the lost of sin righteousness and judgment.
When we get involved in missions, we are getting involved in a cause that God is personally involved in!
B. It is a cause that is controlled by the local church.
Which, by the way, gives it a great deal of credibility!
The missionaries are met personally by the congregation that supports them.
When you give to some causes today, you never get to know personally those you support!
There are some denominations that require the local church to give a certain amount of money to their cooperative missions program.
The church send off a big check to the denominational headquarters,
And they support missionaries of their choice with your church’s mission’s money!
Many of the liberal preachers have gotten their support through programs like that!
The individual churches would not have considered supporting the liberals, but the denomination, which is almost always dominated by people of liberal views.
Does not give the more conservative individual church a choice! They take your money and spend it as they please!
World missions God's way is a credible cause, because the local church controls it.
Therefore we get to meet the missionaries personally, we can discover their theological views, their work ethic, their integrity, and so on
And determine individually whether we believe that God would have us to support him as a church!
By the way, the missionary that is supported by the local church like this is more likely to stay true to the faith, because he does not have to try to please congregations of varying doctrinal beliefs.
And, by the way, they only raise their support from independent Fundamental Bible believing Baptist Churches.
So they have no pressure to try to please someone who supports them, but does not believe what they have said they believe!
### Our missionary program is a Credible Cause also because our missionaries are responsible to send us written reports of their work, and to come report personally to the church from time to time.
We can keep track of our missionaries through these reports and determine if we are using our missions money wisely be investing in them!
### On top of that, all of our missionaries are members of an independent fundamental Baptist Church somewhere in the United States, and those churches keep tabs on the missionary to make sure he is doing what he said he would do
### And most of our missionaries are also a part of a missionary approving organization that keeps an eye on the missionary by actually going to the field they work in and personally making sure the missionary is doing what he says he is doing in his letters and reports!
All of this serves to ensure that the more we get involved in the missions outreach of the church
The more we are involved in a credible cause.
When we do more for Missions
We are being motivated by a constraining compassion;
We are being involved in a credible Cause;
And thirdly;
When we do MORE FOR MISSIONS; we are
III. OBEDIENT TO A COMMITMENT TO CHRIST!
There are so many passages that teach us that we are to go into all the world and preach the Gospel that it is difficult for a believer to call himself committed to the things of Christ if he isn't in some way being obedient to that command!
(Mark 16:15)
That is one of the reasons why I believe in the Faith Promise Missions Plan.
If the church just supported missions out of the regular offerings, those who were involved in giving would be giving to missions in a way
BUT IT WOULDN'T BE AS DIRECTLY!
The church as a whole would be making a conscious decision to support missions, but the individual Christian would not be.
When we get involved in Faith Promise Missions each of us as individuals make a choice to "go into all the world" with the Gospel!
Every one of us as individual Christians must make our own commitments to Christ!
A. A commitment to glorify the name of Christ.
Through our life style, and through the words we say.
B. A commitment to go into all the world.
Through prayer for and support of missionaries.
C. A commitment to be witnesses.
By telling others about what Christ has done for you.
And;
D. A commitment to win souls.
By encouraging those we know to ask Christ to forgive their sins and to save them!
These are all personal commitments we must make! No one can make them for us! We either make them for ourselves, or we fail to make them at all!
The reasons to do more for missions are manifold!
Whether you are already involved in personal missions work, or you are learning about missions for the first time, we all need to do more for missions.
Will you join with my family and I in 1994 and do more for missions?
[2]2 Corinthians 8:1-24
All of you know that I am not one to spend a lot of time hounding you about money. I figure God meets our needs and I am content to ask Him to do so.
On the other hand, I have no inhibitions about spending a month each year emphasizing stewardship.
And that is really for two reasons:
1. Because I see the need.
Our Church is not a business, out to make a buck.
Our church is a ministry, attempting to meet the greatest need in the world. The need for lost souls to know Christ.
In order for that need to be met, preachers must be provided for and missionaries must be sent.
Material must be published
Motivational items must be purchased
Workers must be trained and
tools must be offered them.
There is such a great need, that I know I am not being selfish asking folks to give to meet that need.
Secondly
2. Because I Know God Blesses Givers.
The fact of the matter is, I would be more selfish by NOT preaching stewardship and giving, than I could possibly ever be by PREACHING stewardship and giving.
If I did withhold from my church, the principles we will learn this month, I would be robbing you of one of the greatest means of obtaining the blessings of God that is found in the Bible!
So, this month we will concentrate on Stewardship and the theme for the month will be
Stewardship - The Proof of Your LOVE.
The Bible says in John 3:16
For God so LOVED the world that He GAVE His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
God proved His love for us by giving Jesus Christ
Likewise, we prove our love for God by giving to the work of the Lord.
Scripture says "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."
One of the reasons I want to teach Christians to give, is so they can have a heart for heaven and the things of God!
John Wesley once said,
"When I get money, I get rid of it as soon as possible, lest it find its way into my heart."
Stewardship is the proof of our Love!
Three points this morning:
I. WE PROVE OUR LOVE TO GOD WHEN WE UNDERSTAND GOD'S STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES
2 Cor. 8:1-5
Paul uses the churches of Macedonia to teach to the church at Corinth the principles of Stewardship. he wanted the Corinthian believers to understand stewardship.
Likewise, we need to;
1 Understand the Principle of The Ownership of God.
The truth of the matter is, none of us OWN anything. God owns it all!
a.. God Owns the Earth
Gen 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
John 1:3
All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made.
Psalm 24:1
The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein!
The believers of Macedonia knew this and they were therefore willing to give, THEMSELVES TO GOD!
The truth is, your life isn't even your own. God owns it, and God simply gives it to you to use in a way that pleases HIM!
b. God Owns the Material Wealth
Ps 50:10
For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.
Haggai 2:8
The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.
Illustration ( give two men $40.00 each before church)
I want to take my wife out shopping tomorrow, but I don't have any money.
Would anybody here care to loan me $80.00 or so to spend on Anita?
Why were you willing to give me that money (Because I gave it to you before church began.)
Since it did not belong to them, they did not mind giving it back!
You see, everything we have belongs to God, not us! If we would understand that, we wouldn't have as much trouble giving it back to God.
2. Understand the Principle of Stewardship
A steward is the manager of the possessions of someone else.
My parents train race horses for other people.
You buy a horse, and then you give it to them to train and race for you.
The horses do not belong to my parents, but they are responsible to take care of them, they are responsible to train them properly, and they are responsible to get them into races.
While my parents do love the horses, the horses do not belong to them!
They are stewards!
All t hat we have belongs to God, AND WE ARE STEWARDS OF IT.
a. As stewards We do not own our possessions, but we manage them for the Lord
James 1;17
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
Have you ever gone to McDonalds and bought your kids french fires, then when you asked them for one, they refused to let you have one?
Used to be, I would take the family out to dinner, and I would get to eat my meal and most of the boy's too.
NOT ANY MORE!
Now, they eat all of theirs and are asking for mine!
Sometimes I will ask Bohannan or Caleb for a French Fry and they will pull them away from em and say THESE ARE MINE!
Know what I tell them?
They are NOT! I earned the money to pay for them. and I allowed our family to come to the restaurant.
THESE FRENCH FRIES ARE MINE - I am just letting YOU eat them!
I am not trying to be selfish. I am trying to teach them a lesson.
Nothing we have is really ours. GOD gives it to us and it is sinful of us to pull it away from God and say, "THIS IS MINE!"
C. Understand the Principle of Accountability
2 Cor. 5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it is good or bad."
Someday God is going to call us to task for our stewardship.
If we really understood that, we would be better stewards than we are!
People who love God want to understand the Bible. They want to KNOW what God's Word says.
And they want to KNOW what the Bible says about stewardship.
***You prove your love for the Lord by coming to a stewardship emphasis month like this and learning all you can about stewardship, without getting mad at the preacher for doing it.
***You prove your love for God by doing the daily devotions we handed out today. So you and your family can get as much information about stewardship as you possibly can.
Point two
II. WE PROVE OUR LOVE FOR GOD BY PARTICIPATING IN GOD'S STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
2 Cor. 8:11
Paul says here,
"Now that you understand about stewardship perform stewardship!"
It is good to know about the Word of God.
BUT IT DOESN'T REALLY BECOME EFFECTIVE UNTIL WE ACT UPON THE BIBLE.
Same is true of stewardship.
As important as it is to understand that all we have belongs to God.
IT MEANS LITTLE UNTIL WE BEGIN TO OBEY GOD WITH WHAT WE HAVE.
1. Participation Begins By Giving Ourselves to God.
2 Cor. 8:5
There is a story about Pliny, the governor of Bithynia. When writing to the emperor about his method of finding the Christians to persecute, he said,
"I gave people the chance to invoke the gods of Rome, offer sacrifice to the image of the emperor, and finally to curse the name of Christ, in order to save their lives."
He said
"The true Christians could not be forced to do any of them!"
These Christians had given themselves to GOD!
2. After We Have Given Ourselves to God, We Can Then Give Of Our Possessions
By the way, this means more than our money
a. We ought to give our TIME to God.
Eph 5:16
"Redeeming the time, because the days are evil."
I read a statistic that I thought was fascinating.
In 1900, the average life expectancy of a man living in one of the developed countries of the world was 47 years.
Today, it is 73 years.
That is 26 years more time God has given us to use for Him!
Don't you think we should?
b. We ought to give our TALENTS to God.
Look at 1 Cor. 4:7
God makes each one of us different from the other person so each of us can be used differently in the work of the Lord.
And all of us OUGHT to give to God the various talents and abilities he has given to us.
c. We Ought To Give Our Treasures to God.
1 Cor. 16:1
God has given us all we have.
Out of love for Him we ought to obey Him and give to His work!
We Prove our love by Understanding God's Stewardship
We prove our love by Participating in God's Stewardship, and;
Point three
III. WE PROVE OUR LOVE FOR GOD BY RECEIVING THE BLESSINGS GIVEN THROUGH STEWARDSHIP.
The reason why I am not ashamed to preach messages like this, and to spend a whole month on the subject of stewardship, is BECAUSE I BELIEVE WITH ALL OF MY HEART THAT GOD BLESSES PEOPLE WHO ARE OBEDIENT IN STEWARDSHIP.
There is no other Biblical principle that carries with it promises of blessings as great as the one's associated with stewardship and giving.
1. The Blessing of God's Love
2 Cor. 9:7
God loves every body.
But it is evident in the Bible that there are different degrees of God's love.
For instance, God loves the whole world.
He loves the unsaved person enough t o give Jesus Christ for him.
But Romans 5:9 indicates He loves the person who has been saved MUCH MORE than He loves the one He gave Christ to die for.
And here, the Bible says that God even loves more, the person who is a cheerful giver!
2. The Blessing of "All Sufficiency."
2 Cor. 9:8
Have you ever noticed how, no matter how much you have, it is never enough?
You get a raise, but it doesn't cover the cost of higher taxes.
Or the faster the money comes in, the quicker the things you own need to be repaired or replaced.
Just about the time you think you are finally going to get ahead of the financial game, someone in the family gets deathly ill and has to be hospitalized.
AND THERE GOES THE BUDGET AGAIN!
The money isn't sufficient!
On the other hand, when I surrendered for the ministry, just the opposite happened.
I went form $40,000 in 1981, my last year as a full time ironworker, to $14,000 in 1982, the first year I was in college.
But the neat thing was, GOD BLESSED US SO MUCH
That Anita and I used to drive around Denver STUNNED by all the goodness!
God made the $14,000 more sufficient than the $40,000 was the year before!
AND WE THOUGHT GOD WAS BLESSING US BEFORE!
Finally there is
3. The Blessing of Multiplied Return
Luke 6:38
Give and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with what measure ye meet, it shall be measured to you again.
Do you believe the Bible or don't you?
God says
When we give to Him;
***He will give back using the same measure with which we have given
***Then he will press it down and shake it together, so the measure will hold even more, and then
***He will keep on giving so that it runs over the top!
What a promise!
Listen, when we prove our love to God, by being good stewards, God proves His love to us with His manifold blessings.
No Christian knows the real joy of being a child of God until he becomes a good steward.
If we will seek to understand the principles of stewardship, and begin to participate in giving to the work of God,
We can then experience the true blessings of God in our lives!
2 Corinthians 9:15
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. (KJV)
Let me summarize my whole message with this statement:
If we will, in everything give thanks
And express that thanks through giving
God promises us a banquet!
Three quick points
I. THANKS IS THE REPLY WE OUGHT TO HAVE FOR GOD'S GOODNESS TO US
Let's think a second about the Bible commands to be thankful:
Eph 5:20
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; (KJV)
Col 3:15
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. (KJV)
1Thes 5:18
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV)
1 Tim 2:1
I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; (KJV)
The Bible makes it clear that we are to be a thankful sort of people.
We are to be thankful
We are to be thankful always and for everything,
And we are to be thankful first and foremost.
In fact, one of the sins mentioned in Romans 1, right alongside homosexuality, is the lack of thankfulness
Rom 1:21
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. (KJV)
We don't mind harping about how sinful that is, but we can sure make a lot of excuses for ourselves when it comes to our unthankful attitude sometimes!
Giving God thanks is one of those things we will do the most of when we get to heaven
Rev 4:9
And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, (KJV)
The Reason for our thanks is the goodness of God toward us.
He is GOOD in that he gave us a plan of salvation
He is GOOD in that He preserves our salvation for us till we get to Heaven
He is GOOD in that He orders his creation to sustain and provide for us.
He is GOOD in that He meets our spiritual needs through the Bible and the Church.
He is GOOD in that He left in us the Holy Ghost. To guide and direct us.
He is GOOD in that He answers our prayers. and
He is GOOD in that He just does good things for us!
Thankfulness will be the result of meditating on the goodness of God toward us.
In fact, an unthankful spirit really is saying to God
"YOU HAVE NOT BEEN GOOD TO ME!"
And that is Not something I want to tell the Lord!
On to point two
II. THE WAY TO RESPOND IN THANKS IS THROUGH GIVING
In fact, tomorrow, we will follow the word thanks with giving, "Thanksgiving."
The two go together!
I wonder if you can really be thankful without giving?
If we are truly thankful people
1. WE WILL GIVE OUR HEARTS TO GOD
Not only by being saved,
But by loving Him, and worshipping Him after we get saved!
The Bible says
"Thou shalt Love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, all thy soul, and all thy might."
The Christian who is thankful can sing honestly
My Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine.
To thee all the follies of sin I resign.
My gracious redeemer my Saviour art thou
If ever I loved thee, my Jesus tis now!
If we are truly thankful people
2. WE WILL GIVE OUR EFFORTS TO REACH OTHERS.
There are at least two reasons why the natural response for the thankful Christian is to reach out to help others for Christ…
A. Because this is the will of God for us!
God's sole purpose in leaving us on this earth is so we can help others know Christ as Saviour, and know how to live to please Him.
When you are really thankful to God for what He has done for you, you will naturally want to please the Lord by obeying His will for you.
B. Because When You are Really Thankful for Something, You Can't Help But Share It!
If someone bought you a brand new house, YOU WOULD TELL EVERYONE YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED!
If you were given a good promotion at work, YOU COULDN'T WAIT TO GET HOME TO TELL EVERYONE ABOUT IT.
If you have a new child born into your home, YOU CALL EVERY PHONE NUMBER YOU HAVE TO TELL FOLKS, and then, YOU TAKE A PICTURE OF THE KID TO SHOW EVERYONE WHO WILL LOOK!
When you are really thankful about something, YOU TELL PEOPLE ABOUT IT!
The same is true of being thankful to the Lord. If you really are, YOU'LL TELL PEOPLE!
So, if we are truly thankful we will
Give our hearts to God
Give our efforts to reach others, and
If we are truly thankful,
3. WE WILL GIVE OUR RESOURCES TO THE CHURCH.
The local church is the base of operations for getting out the good news that we are so thankful for.
Christ established the local church to propagate the gospel message and to encourage the believers in Christian living.
Did you ever stop to think that if the local churches ever died out, THE MESSAGE FOR WHICH ARE SO THANKFUL WOULD DIE OUT TOO?
If it had not been for the church, you and I would not have gotten saved!
Even if we were not saved in a church service.
And even if the church we grew up in was not a true church.
It is still because Christ established HIS church, and the gates of hell has not prevailed against it, THAT THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION WAS PRESERVED PURELY,
And you can go to a true church tonight!
When you give to the church, you are giving to the very FOUNDATION of the things you say you are thankful for!
Our reply to God's Goodness should be THANKS
Our response for being thankful will be GIVING
And thirdly tonight;
III. A BANQUET WILL BE GOD'S REWARD FOR GENUINE THANKS AND GIVING.
Do you know what a banquet is?
Everything you need in a meal, AND A WHOLE LOT MORE!
It is making a reward out of the required.
God has a way of taking the required things of life and making them becoming rewarding to us, when we are with with Him.
Let me show you a verse I found in my devotions this morning:
2 Cor. 9:10
Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) (KJV)
If you were to read chapters 8 and 9 of 2 Cor., you would find that the whole theme is giving to God.
Here is what this verse is teaching:
When you give to God,
He provides your FOOD (daily necessities)
He multiplies your seed sown (blesses your work, gives you a raise) and
He increases the fruit of your righteousness (blesses your ministry and soul winning for Him)
That's a banquet!
It is what you need, PLUS!
I want to see a banquet of souls saved and baptized!
Every Christian is supposed to be trying to win souls. And our church is reasonably effective in winning souls. BUT I WANT A BANQUET!
I want to see God bless our ministries so much that we can't find room enough for all the people who have been saved and want to be baptized!
I want to see a Banquet of Christ's Name Being Praised.
We have made a difference in Astoria. There are people praising Christ's name right now who lived for the devil 13 years ago.
BUT I WANT A BANQUET!
I want to see Astoria conquered for Christ! I want to see this town be one where the name of Christ is breathed on the lips of everybody.
And when someone takes His name in vain, there is a Christian right there to bring glory to Christ rather than allow His name be trodden down!
I Want to See a Banquet So Far as Our Buildings are Concerned.
Right now, we have buildings and parking and etc. to just meet the need.
We are getting by.
But I want to see a Banquet.
I am praying for MORE, not just so we can say we have it, BUT SO WE CAN DO MORE FOR CHRIST!
A banquet is what you need AND MORE!
I Want to See the Banquet Table in Heaven
God has been good to me!
I could not consider complaining about the life and the ministry the Lord has given to me.
I am thankful to Him for all that he has done for me.
BUT THIS IS NOTHING COMPARED TO HEAVEN!
And as much as I am enjoying life right now, I AM LONGING FOR THAT HEAVENLY BANQUET!
It will be all that we need and MORE!
Thanks is the appropriate reply for God's goodness to us.
Giving is the natural response of a truly thankful heart, and
The Banquet is God's Reward for those who are thankful and express that thanks through giving!
2 Corinthians 11:1
I have, for a long season, had a mind to preach on this verse.
In fact, I have two outlines for the same passage.
I am intrigued by it. Humored by it. I enjoy thinking about the possibilities of sermons preached from it.
Paul simply says,
'Would to God ye could bear with me a little… ."
The term means "to put up with."
The implication is these people may not have been bearing with him!
In fact, we know that they had given Apostle Paul fits!
I have thought many times, "If only these folks will keep putting up with me!"
The word "folly" means
senselessness
recklessness
So Paul is saying, "I pray the Lord, that you will put up with me reckless and senseless actions."
"Even if you think what I am doing and saying is reckless, and even if you can't make any sense out of it, please put up with it anyway!"
Just, bear with me, a little!
***Did you know that this passage is the secret to unity in the church?
***Did you ever stop to think that this simple passage is the key to a happy marriage?
***Have you ever considered that this verse gives the answer to have harmony with those you work around?
THIS VERSE EVEN TELLS YOU HOW TO GET ALONG WITH ALL THE ROTTEN DRIVERS ON THE ROAD!
Would to God ye could bear with me a little!
My first observation tonight will simply be to point out
I. THE NEED FOR IT.
Oh how needful it is that we learn to bear with others a little!
The husband needs to "bear with his wife a little."
The wife needs to "bear with her husband, a little." (With husbands, you may need to bear with them a lot!)
The church member needs to bear with his pastor a little.
The church member needs to bear with the other church members a little!
Plug this equation into any relationship you want to. This is the key to happy relationships, and it IS IN EVERY CASE NEEDFUL!
The need for it is seen in the fact that
1. No Human Being is Perfect!
King David blew it.
Moses blew it
Solomon blew it.
Abraham blew it
Peter blew it.
You name them… The greatest men of the Bible ALL messed up at one time or another!
Paul admitted in Philippians 4, towards the end of his life, that he realized he had not attained perfection!
And, if these men were not perfect, you can bet your bottom dollar NONE OF US ARE TODAY EITHER!
And because we are not perfect, we are going to make mistakes.
Some of them are big mistakes and some are smaller mistakes. BUT ALL OF US MAKE MISTAKES.
So we need to bear with each other a little!
Wife, your husband is going to make some mistakes.
"Would to God ye could bear with him a little… "
Husband, your wife is going to make some mistakes.
Would to God ye could bear with her a little.."
Parents, your children are going to make some mistakes.
"Would to God ye could bear with them a little… !"
Church, you pastor is going to make some mistakes.
"Would to God you could bear with me a little… "
You know what the problem is? Many times, we won't give another the same grace we wished they would give us!
I am always amazed at church history to see that, as soon as the Protestants and Pilgrims obtained freedom from persecution, they began to persecute others!
The Pilgrims, most of whom were Congregationalists, fled to this new land to escape persecution.
But as soon as they got here, they began persecuting the Quakers and Baptists themselves!
We condemn them for it, but we do something very similar in that, we beg grace for ourselves in our mistakes, but we won't give grace to others for their mistakes!
Remember the parable of the servant where Jesus said he owed a large sum and was required to pay it, but didn't have the money?
The servant begged for mercy, and the debt was forgiven. But then, he turned around and went to every one who owed him, and demanded payment and showed no mercy!
Every one of us beg for mercy from those around us all of the time!
Think about it:
***You need mercy from your children, because you make so many mistakes as a parent.
And your children are quick to give you that mercy, they love you despite what a rotten parent you are!
But then, let them mess up, AND YOU BLOW UP AT THEM LIKE AN ATOMIC BOMB!
***Fella's if our wives didn't show some mercy to us, they would have left us the first day after the wedding!
But, let her mess up, and we rail on our wives like they had just lost the country!
*** We need mercy from our employer, or we couldn't hold down a job.
But, we get off work and cut down our bosses all the time!
We need to
"… bear with each other a little… "
Because none of us are perfect, we all make mistakes!
We need to bear with each other a little
2. BECAUSE OF THE DIFFICULTIES WE FACE.
I have never lived in any other time than the one I am in, so I don't know this for a fact, but they say that this is one of the most difficult times in human history in which to live.
With the types of sins that are so prevalent.
With the economic trials our country faces.
With the multiplicity of silly questions which cannot be answered in the world today
There are some things that are just difficult to handle right!
We are facing some of the most difficult days, spiritually!
We look at the weird doctrines that people have come up with.
The Charismatics come up with a new twist to their beliefs almost every day.
It used to be we would contend with them about speaking in tongues. Or faith healers.
Now they have "holy laughter." And "prosperity preachers."
When we have a preacher in our area who has publicly said God has cursed our county economically because we stole this land from the Indians,
MY FRIENDS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO KNOW HOW TO ANSWER SUCH ABSURDITIES!
I just ask that you'll bear with me a little… "
And I'll try to bear with them a little in their folly!
We also need to bear with each other
3. BECAUSE WE ARE ALWAYS LEARNING.
Eph 4:13-14
WE are all learning how to be
better Christians
better husbands and wives
better preachers
In each one of those cases, there are certain "minimum requirements" necessary to even hold the title or place.
But, after those requirements, WE JUST HAVE TO KEEP ON LEARNING!
I told one guy the other day that sometimes I think the best way for some couples to grow up is to let them get in a huge fight!
They will either split up right there, (which they will probably do anyway if they don't fix their problems) or else, the stress of the argument will force them to realize they need to GROW UP!
Folks, just bear with others a little!
****Just put up with that stupid husband you have ladies!
He is still learning! Give him a break, after all, he is just a man!
****Guys, bear with that wife a little!
She isn't perfect. She is still learning herself! Give her a chance will ya?
****People, BEAR WITH ME A LITTLE!
I am only a preacher! I have a tough job to do! I am called of God to preach the Word of God to a group of people who don't always like what I am preaching!
If I preach too loud, some will not like it.
If I preach to softly, some will not like it.
If I preach just right, some will call that compromise and not like it.
Sometimes I say things that make people mad at me.
SOMETIMES I SAY THINGS I CAN'T EVEN BELIEVE I SAID!
Some will call me a liberal.
Others will call me a legalist.
Some wish I wasn't as Baptist as I am.
Some would quit the church if I wasn't as Baptist as I am.
What I am trying to say right now is that there are reasons why we need to bear with each other a little!
Point number two:
II. THE WAY OF IT
In other words, how do we "bear with each other a little… "?
And I want to answer that with two key Bible words:
1. The Word LONGSUFFERING
The word means to be patient, or to have a lenient temper.
It is exactly the same thing as "bearing with us a little."
It is not difficult to show from the Bible that we ought to learn to be longsuffering (patient) with other people.
a. We have the Example of God
Num 14:18
The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation. (KJV)
Surely, if the Lord is longsuffering, this is a quality we ought to seek in our lives!
b. We have the Enabling of the Spirit
Gal 5:22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, (KJV)
This is an indictment against us whenever we are not longsuffering with others! It means that we are not being led by the Holy Spirit at that point in our lives!
The Holy Ghost is Longsuffering!
c. And we have the Admonition of the Scriptures
Eph 4:1-3
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (KJV)
The Bible tells us to endeavor and work at being longsuffering and bearing with one another a little!
So, in reality, we are without excuse in this area!
Longsuffering is a key quality in bearing with each other a little.
AND THE BIBLE TEACHES US THAT WE CAN AND SHOULD BE LONGSUFFERING!
The second word that is a key in bearing with each other a little is
2. FORGIVING
If we aren't of a forgiving nature, we sure won't bear with someone when they blow it!
I like the definition of the Word forgive.
It means to grant as a favour. It means to be gracious to someone as a favour to them even though they do not deserve it!
The Bible tells us we are to be a forgiving type of people:
Eph 4:32
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. (KJV)
Col 3:12-13
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. (KJV)
But here is the kicker of the thing:
God says that forgiving others is a requirement for being forgiven by God.
Matt 6:14-15
For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (KJV)
Now, I do not know everything that means.
I know that the Bible says if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.
But does this mean that He won't do it if there is someone that we refuse to forgive?
Beloved WE HAVE NO REAL OPTIONS about forgiving! If there is someone out there that we have ought against. Someone that we are holding a grudge against.
GOD'S WORD GIVES US NO RECOURSE, BUT TO FORGIVE THEM!
We have considered tonight the need to bear with each other a little.
We have considered the way to bear with each other a little.
Now, let's consider
III. THE RESULTS OF IT.
The results will simply be UNITY and PEACE!
Eph 4:2-3
With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (KJV)
If we will bear with each other a little
1. We can have unity and peace in the home!
Husband, you can have unity and peace at home if you will bear with your wife a little.
Wife, you can have unity and peace in your home if you will bear with your husband a little.
Mom and Dad, you can have unity and peace in your home if you will bear with your children a little
And kids, you can have unity and peace at home if you will bear with your folks a little!
You say, "I will bear with them a little, if they will bear with me a little first!"
That NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER… … … … . WORKS
Ideally, every one in the house is bearing with everyone else a little.
But even if that doesn't happen, you can still have unity and peace, If YOU will choose to bear with the others a little!
Even if they don't have unity and peace in their lives, you can have in your life! If you will obey the Bible.
And, in most cases, you'll find out that when you obey the Bible in this area, the others in your home will follow after you!
2. We can have unity and peace at work
If we'll just bear with our boss and our co-workers a little.
3. We can have unity and peace in our lives.
if we'll just bear with those we run into in our daily living a little (people in their cars, in the stores, etc.)
4. We Can Have Unity and Peace in the Church.
If we'll bear with each other a little!
If you'll put up with some of my rantings and ravings when I preach.
If you'll forgive that brother or sister that offends you.
If you be patient with that Christian in the church who constantly irritates you.
WE can have unity and peace as we work together for the Lord!
Would to God, ye could bear with me a little…
2 Corinthians 11:1-4
Have you ever wondered why preachers seem to be so protective of the members of their church?
I have spoken to members of the church who have accused their pastor of “lording over the flock”
Paul faced the same types of accusations in his ministry and he answers those accusations in the passage we are considering this morning.
The chapter begins with Paul saying
“Bear with me a little in my folly.”
It is not that he was wrong, but that others were accusing him of being foolish because he refused to recognize some as legitimate preachers of the Gospel.
And he says this
“I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy.”
You see, Paul had come to their city and preached Christ a certain way and planted a certain type of church.
Now others had come to town and were attempting to change the direction of the church and
Pervert the message of Christ as Paul preached it.
Paul insisted that it was a godly jealousy that fights to maintain the purity of the doctrines he had originally preached.
And I submit to you that it is a godly battle that the pastor fights today when he fights to keep the church going the direction he knows it ought to go.
Paul knew that Satan would like to beguile the Christians away from the truth that is in Christ.
And he asked the members of this church to, “bear with him” as he fought to maintain what he said was
THE SIMPLICITY THAT IS IN CHRIST
I want to preach this morning on the subject
“The Simplicity that is in Christ.”
One of my chief complaints about religion in general is that religion removes people from a simple type of faith.
It forces people under a form of ritualism that is stern and complicated and difficult to comprehend.
Illustration:
I was speaking with Sam Brown once about the Catholic doctrine of Transubstantiation.
This is the Catholic belief that when the priest says the mass, he magically turns the elements of communion into the literal body and blood of Jesus.
I asked Sam how the priest was able to convince him the juice was real blood and the cracker was really flesh.
Sam said, “Pastor, I never understood what the priest said so I did not know that was what he thought!”
Theirs is a complicated religion with rituals and practices that are not easily comprehended.
Jesus, on the other hand, taught that Christianity should be more like a child like faith.
And Paul was concerned when others came along and attempted to turn people from the simplicity that is in Christ.
First, in Jesus we have
I. A SIMPLE SALVATION
There is nothing complicated about the Bible kind of salvation.
It is a simple salvation.
Simple enough that a little child can understand and do it.
Simple enough that even the newest Christian can explain it.
A. It is a simple Gospel.
Gospel just means “good news.”
The good news is that Jesus came from heaven.
He lived a perfect life
But then he died a cruel death.
And He died for you and me.
God saw my sins and yours
God knew we could never make it to heaven on our own because of our sins.
So God sent Jesus from heaven to take our sins on his shoulders and die for us.
But Jesus did not stay dead.
Three days and nights after he was buried He rose from the grave.
Then He showed himself to several hundred people over the course of 40 days to prove He was alive.
And then He went to heaven in the sight of more than 500 people.
When Jesus rose from the grave He proved that our sins were forgiven.
And now
“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved!”
It really is simple!
We are saved by
B. A simple faith
Matt 18:3
And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. (KJV)
Children don’t have to become like adults to be saved.
Adults need to become like children to be saved.
You just have to believe God and trust Him!
And getting saved is
C. A simple step
Bible examples of salvation are all very simple to do.
It is as simple as
1. Drinking water
John 4:14
But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. (KJV)
Do you know that you are a sinner?
Do you believe that Jesus died to save your from your sins?
Then come to Him and He will give you water so you never thirst again!
It is that simple!
It is as simple as
2. Opening a door
Rev 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. (KJV)
Anybody can open a door.
And Jesus says salvation is just like that.
He is outside knocking on the door of your heart.
He is asking to come in a save you.
All you have to do is open the door and invite Him in!
It is that simple.
It is as simple as
3. Calling out to Him
“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Romans 10:13
Do you know you are a sinner?
Do you believe Jesus died for your sins?
Then all you have to do is call out to Him and ask and
It is a simple salvation.
And I get very upset when someone tries to turn God’s people away from that simple salvation!
Secondly we have
II. A SIMPLE SCRIPTURE
Some people think the Bible is hard to understand.
In fact, for hundreds of years the Catholic Church would not let the members of their church own a Bible.
They said it was too hard for them to understand and they would be better off not reading the Bible but to let their priest tell them what it said.
But that is not the truth at all!
It is a simple Scripture
A. It is not hard to get.
Anybody can get a Bible now.
They can be purchased in almost every grocery store.
Churches often have them to give away.
It is not hard to get a Bible.
God has protected the Bible so that you can buy them in most major languages of the world.
And nearly anyone can afford to get one.
Bibles are so plentiful that they say it is the most purchased book in all of the world.
And most likely if you ask those you speak to will have one somewhere.
If anything, it is a shame that it is so easy to get a Bible that some people don’t take care of their Bible like they should.
B. It is not hard to read.
I know some people say the King James Bible is hard to read, but it is not.
You just have to read it!
Yes, there are words you will have to look up to know what they mean.
BUT SINCE WHEN WAS IT BAD TO HAVE TO LEARN SOMETHING NEW!
It is not hard to read at all!
I have pastored for nearly 20 years.
And I have never given a child any version of the Bible but the King James Version
And I have never had one kid in my church come back and complain, “That is too hard to read!”
Kids understand that they have to learn.
It is the adult who wants everything handed to them without having to work a little for it!
The Bible is a simple Scripture
It is not hard to read
C. It does not have a complicated message
1. All have sinned
That is not hard to understand is it?
2. Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death
James 1:15
That is not too complicated. Either!
3. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life
John 3:16
Again, not too hard.
4. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved
Romans 10:13
When I was in High School I remember the Algebra teacher saying to certain students,
“You are making this harder than it is!”
And I have seen a lot of people make the Bible harder than it really is.
If you will read it and believe it like a little child does, you will find that it really is a
Simple Scripture
In Christ we have,
Finally today
III. A SIMPLE SERVICE
Serving God and living for God is really not as hard as some want to make out to be.
The Apostle Paul had to deal with this problem of trying to make the Christian life too difficult in the book of Galatians.
These were people he had led to the Lord and now they, like the people in Corinth, were being influenced by false preachers to add religious works to keep their salvation.
Paul said in Gal 3:2-3
This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)
There is every temptation for us, after getting saved simply by calling out to Christ in faith,
To try to live for Christ in our own strength.
Listen, the Christian life is a simple life
Christian service is supposed to be a simple service.
And the Lord has made it easy for us to learn how to live for Him and to do it.
A. We have the Holy Spirit’s help.
John 16:13
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (KJV)
The Holy Spirit teaches us what is truth and what it means to live for God.
But more than that, he gives spiritual gifts to us that help us live for and serve God.
1 Cor 12:8-11
For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;
To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:
But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. (KJV)
Every Christian is given gifts by the Holy Spirit of God.
We serve the Lord and we live for the Lord with the help of those gifts!
Not only do we have the Spirit’s help but
B. We have the church’s resources
Eph 4:11-13
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: (KJV)
Jesus founded the church as a fortress out of which the child of God can be trained and set out to serve.
In the church you have pastors teachers and evangelists.
These gifts given to the church to help the Christian mature and develop the ability to live and serve God.
We have the Spirit’s help
We have the church’s resources
Finally
C. We have the believer’s encouragement
Heb 10:24-25
And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (KJV)
I like to look at the relationship we have as believers as similar to the support groups you see all over the place today.
Well this is a support group to.
We are a support group to help saved sinners serve Jesus!
We provoke one another to love and good works.
It is that simple!
We live in a world that makes everything complicated don’t we?
Illustration:
I once knew a mechanic at the Chevrolet shop in Astoria.
He said he was at a special class that was required to keep his certificate to work at a Chevy dealership and the class was over whelming him.
During the break he spoke with one of the instructors who said, don’t get too worried that you don’t understand all of this. We did not learn this until our fourth year in college!
Life is complicated sometimes.
But Christianity is not.
Never has been and never will be!
Jesus gave us a
Don’t let anyone take that away from you!
2 Corinthians 11:23-28
Paul was not a man with no other choices than to suffer.
You know how it seems like some people's lot in life is to have it hard?
That is not the case with Paul.
He was well educated
He was gainfully employed
He had a good social standing
But he gave all of that up, for a life of dangers, difficulties, discouragements, and eventually, even death in order to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.
Why would he do that?
I found at least three reasons mentioned in different places throughout his books of the Bible:
I. PAUL SERVED TO PLEASE GOD
2 Cor 5:9
Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. (KJV)
This must be the first and foremost reason in all our lives for serving the Lord!
I want you to notice, Paul did NOT serve God hoping that he would be saved that way!
In 2 Tim 1:12
For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. (KJV)
See? he already knew that he was SAVED and going to heaven! That was something that had been settled for Paul the day he met Christ on the Damascus road!
Paul had given his life up until that time to persecute and imprison Christians.
That day, Jesus came to Paul (then called Saul) in all his glory and said
"Saul, Saul, Why persecutest thou me?"
Saul, knowing he was in the presence of God asked, "Who art thou Lord?"
Jesus told him, and from that day on, Paul KNEW who it was he had believed, and he was persuaded that Jesus could KEEP him saved until he got to heaven!
No! Paul did not labour and serve the Lord so he could be saved, PAUL SERVED THE LORD BECAUSE HE WAS SAVED,
And wanted to please the Lord with his life!
****When you study Paul's life, you come to the conviction that little else mattered than pleasing God!
He gave up family
He gave up friendships
He gave up financial security when he got saved
Then, as a servant of the Lord
He gave up safety
He gave up a home
He gave up the comfort of working in just one church
So he could please the Lord by obeying Him and going out as a church planter and missionary!
Paul was the one who said whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, do all to the glory of God.
****As we study the Apostle Paul, he preached to please God, not men.
In fact, he says that much in 1Thes 2:4
But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. (KJV)
Paul was not given to preaching mamby-pamby type messages that made the people feel good about themselves for having gone to hear him!
When he preached, people were pricked to their hearts
When he preached, Jews got contradictory
When he preached Gentiles got convicted and angry, but
When he preached Multitudes got converted and saved!
***Paul didn't even worry too much about pleasing other preachers with his preaching.
Gal 2:11-14
But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.
For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.
But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? (KJV)
This is not to say that Paul was totally disrespectful of the other Apostles, and that he had nothing to do with them.
—Paul did go to Jerusalem at one point, and did what the believers there desired of him to do - he went in to the Jewish Temple and kept a vow there.
—Paul went to Jerusalem another time to give the Apostles a report about his ministry and then carried a letter from the Apostles back to the churches he had established concerning a decision they had made there.
Paul accepted the authorities God had placed in his life.
As a member of the Church in Antioch, we find that, after each of his missionary journeys, he returned to Antioch and reported to them what had taken place in his ministry.
It was simply that, when Peter did something that was wrong, Paul was not afraid to preach to him about it!
His goal was to please God!
Secondly
II. PAUL SERVED TO WIN SOULS
Col 1:28-29
Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. (KJV)
Paul was absolutely absorbed in the desire to win souls.
This desire so consumed him that he risked life and limb over and over again to reach more people with the Gospel.
No risk was too great
No humiliation to horrible
No personal goal to powerful
To keep Paul from trying to win more souls to Jesus!
1. Paul said in 2 Cor 5:14-15
For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:
And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. (KJV)
He loved Christ so much, that he had to tell everybody he knew about Jesus!
He had to let them know how Christ died for all men and women so that all who would come to Christ could be saved!
Love for Christ constrained him to do it!
2. Paul said in Rom10:1
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. (KJV)
He also said in Rom 9:3
For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: (KJV)
That is a VERY strong desire for someone to be saved!
Paul said he would give up his own salvation if it would help to bring someone else's to be saved!
What a tremendous desire he had to see people get saved!
3. Paul said in 1 Cor 9:19-22
For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;
To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.
To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. (KJV)
That is a real desire to see people get save.
No cost is too high
No sacrifice to great
That I might be able to win more souls to Jesus Christ!
Paul did not compromise his convictions in order win souls.
But he did give up his own glory and praise for that cause!
Wherever the lost soul was, Paul was there to witness to him
Whenever the chance arose, Paul was ready to preach!
In Romans, Chapter 1, Paul tells us three things about his desire to win souls:
A. I am a Debtor vs 14
Paul felt like he owed it to all men, to preach to the the gospel.
—He owed it to God, because God was the one who saved him
—He owed it to the Jews, because they were the ones that God sent his Son through, and
—He owed it to the Gentiles, because they would hear the Gospel and receive it even when the Jews would not.
B. I am Ready vs. 15
In fact, he uses the words "… as much as in me is … " He was as ready to preach the gospel as he could be!
We need to be ready too!
-—Ready in the sense of desire - we want to witness
—Ready in the sense of prepared - we have learned the verses and studied the plan of salvation so we can tell it!
There is a difference between a person who is ready and anxious to preach and a person is ready and prepared to preach!
If I came to the pulpit this morning, having nothing prepared and said to you -
I am ready to preach!
I am excited about preaching!
I am anxious for the opportunity to preach!
Would that be all that I needed to preach a message that would be helpful to you?
No way!
I have to have spent some time in prayer and in the study of the Bible so I have something worthwhile and sensible to say!
Same thing with soul winning! You need to witness as soon as you get saved.
But you also need to prepare to witness
c. I am not Ashamed vs 16
Paul was not ashamed to preach the gospel because he KNEW that the message of the gospel could save people if they would believe it!
It did not matter if they were Jews or Gentiles. The Gospel message could save them if they believed!
And therefore, he was not ashamed to tell it.
Paul served like he did
First to Please God
Second to Win Souls to Christ and
Third,
III. PAUL SERVED TO WIN THE PRIZE
Phil 3:13-14
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)
He knew there is a prize in Heaven for those who serve Christ faithfully and he strove to gain it!
If you want to call Paul selfish, go ahead!
I just want to be LIKE him!
How did Paul go about winning the prize?
1. He Kept Under His Body
1 Cor 9:27
But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. (KJV)
That means he disciplined himself.
Bruce Jenner was the Olympic Decathlon champion when I was in High School.
I remember seeing an interview of him where they asked him what it took to become the winner of what was considered the most difficult award of the summer Olympics.
He said he would work out nearly all day
He would practice each of the events constantly, and the one that really impressed me -
HE GAVE UP ICE CREAM THE WHOLE TIME HE WAS IN TRAINING!
I cannot imagine going four years or more without ice cream!
That is the sacrifice of sacrifices!
I believe that the angels' food we eat in heaven will taste remarkably like ice cream!
Bruce Jenner disciplined himself to go without one of the best flavors a mouth can experience
JUST SO HE COULD WIN A PRIZE
Heb 12:1 says
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (KJV)
That is keeping under your body and bringing it into subjection.
Disciplining yourself so you CAN win the prize!
2. He Played To Win
1 Cor 9:24-26
Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.
I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: (KJV)
Paul said he was in this thing to win the prize!
He didn't want to be an "also ran."
He wanted to be a winner!
If I could encourage any Christian here to do anything this would be it ..
CHOOSE TO BE A WINNER FOR GOD!
Decide right now to be more than just a get by, slide into heaven by the skin of your teeth, saved, yet so as by fire kind of Christian!
Decide today to PRESS toward the mark of the prize!
Choose to get out there and make a difference for the glory of God!
Men may never notice you and your achievements - but if you will press toward the mark of the prize, GOD WILL NOTICE!
Finally, Paul said
3. I Have Won the Prize
2 Tim 4:6-8
For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. (KJV)
Paul knew he had won the prize!
In the human area of competition, only one can be a winner.
But in the spiritual arena, that is not the case.
Every one who runs to win WILL lay up for himself treasures in heaven.
Paul said that he was not the only one who would receive a crown of righteousness, but so would all them that love his appearing.
You don't have to give up and say "Paul already won the race, I might as well take it easy because there is no prize left for me to win."
All that lay aside the weighs and run with patience the race that is set before them
All who keep under their bodies and bring them into subjection
All who forget the things which are behind and press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Will immerge in glory A WINNER!
Paul went through a great deal in life. I do not know that I could have made it any where near as well as he did.
But I do know that I want to finish my course and keep the faith!
I want to fight a good fight of faith for the Lord
To Please God
To Win Souls, and
To Win the Prize
[3]2 Corinthians 12:1-9
I want to take my message this morning from verse 1 and the phrase
"Revelations from the Lord."
And preach a message I will title,
"The book of Revelations"
A lot of the time, when people speak about the Book of Revelation, they say instead, Revelations.
"Turn to Revelations 1:2."
It is, in reality, Revelation 1:2
The last book of the Bible is, in fact, the Book of the Revelation, not the Book of Revelations.
THERE IS A BOOK OF REVELATIONS, it is just NOT the last Book of the Bible.
The fact is, THE ENTIRE BIBLE is A BOOK OF REVELATIONS of the Lord!
People today are not privileged to "Come to Visions and Revelations of the Lord" the same way that Apostle Paul was.
But we are blessed to COME TO REVELATIONS OF THE LORD
Through the reading and Study of the Bible - The Word of God!
Allow me to take a few minutes now, to show you that the Bible is a BOOK OF REVELATIONS:
I. IT REVEALS THE CAUSE OF THE WORLD'S PROBLEMS
I Jn 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. (KJV)
Couple that with the words of Romans 3:23
For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God
And you have a clear description of the real cause of the world's problems.
They are not primarily
Political problems: Although I would certainly agree that the political world is in a real mess these days!
Pollution Problems: Although I will also agree that people ought to take care of the planet in which we live. Nor are our problems
Profit Problems: Even though it is obvious that the financial condition of our country especially has been better than it now is.
These are not the real source of the problems in the world we live in,
The Bible reveals that the real Problem is a SIN PROBLEM!
According to the Bible;
1. Death is Caused by Sin
Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death …
Many kinds of sin can cause death almost immediately.
—One of the highest causes of death in our country is Drinking and Driving.
—Sexual promiscuity has lead to the death of millions of unborn babies as they are aborted by their mothers.
—Suicide is a leading cause of teen death in our nation.
This verse is absolutely accurate!
2. Disease is Caused by Sin
God told Adam and Eve that the day they ate of the fruit that He had commanded they do not eat, they would surely die.
And what God said came literally true.
They were separated from God immediately, and their bodies began to die and degenerate from that time.
The passage we began with today lets us know that we cannot blame every sickness we have on a specific sin we commit. (Although there are some sins that do cause diseases.)
Disease is in this world because of the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden.
3. Discord (fighting and wars) are Caused by Sin.
James 4:1
From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? (KJV)
-The wars between nations.
-The wars between denominations, and
-The wars between husbands and wives
ARE ALL CAUSED BY SIN!
4. Damnation is Caused by Sin
Romans 1:18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.
The Bible reveals that the cause of the problems of the World are all SIN problems!
Further
II. IT REVEALS THE CORRUPTION OF THE SINNER
Jer 17:9
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? (KJV)
The Bible reveals that we people are desperately in need of someone to save us from our corruption.
1. Man's Contemplations Are Wicked
Gen 6:5
And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (KJV)
If we are any where near honest, all of us would admit that we have trouble thinking about things that are not right.
We think hateful thoughts
We think sinful thoughts
We think prideful thoughts
The Bible tells us we need to bring every imagination into captivity and obedience to Christ.
It also tells us Phil 4:8
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)
2. Man's Conclusions Are Wicked.
Isa 55:8-9
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. (KJV)
Romans 12 tells us that we have been conformed to this world's way of thinking and that we need our minds transformed and renewed.
We don't think right, so we come up with the wrong conclusions too often!
3. Man's Conduct is Wicked
Rom 3:9-19
What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
Their feet are swift to shed blood:
Destruction and misery are in their ways:
And the way of peace have they not known:
There is no fear of God before their eyes.
Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. (KJV)
And
4. Man's Conversation is Wicked
James 3:5-6
Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!
And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. (KJV)
God deliver us from some of the things that we say!
We can be so hurtful and mean with our words!
That's why the Bible says to "let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt."
If there was ever a person who ought to engage their brain before they open their mouth, THE CHRISTIAN IS THAT PERSON!
The Bible reveals the cause of the world's problems
The Bible reveals the corruption of the sinner
Third
III. IT REVEALS THE CHRIST OF GOD
Luke 2:26
And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. (KJV)
What the Bible tells us about Jesus is WONDERFUL!
It reveals Him
1. As the lamb of God
2. As the Light of the World
3. As the Lily of the Valleys
4. As the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, and
5. As the Lord of Lords and King of Kings!
The Bible reveals the Cause of the World's Problems
The Corruption of the Sinful Man
The Christ of God
Fourth
VI. IT REVEALS THE CURE FOR SIN
John 1:29
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. (KJV)
The cure for sin is all wrapped up in JESUS!
He is the way the truth and the Life - no man cometh unto the father except through Jesus Christ!
1. Jesus Knows Our Sin
2. Jesus Cares for Us While We Are Sinners, and
3. Jesus Cures Our Sin Through His Death Burial and Resurrection!
—God wants all men to be saved
—God promises that all who come to Christ will be accepted,
—And God says that once you have been accepted, you will never be in need of salvation again!
The Bible reveals
The Cause of the World's problems
The Corruption of the Sinner
The Christ of God
The Cure of Sin
And fifth
V. IT REVEALS THE CRITERIA FOR SERVING
Rom 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. (KJV)
Those who are saved, are saved to serve the Lord.
But God does set some standards in the Word of God for serving Him.
1. The Saint Should Belong to a Church.
Study the Scriptures and you will learn that all Christian service found in the Bible was accomplished by people who were identified with a particular local church.
-The Church is the body and Bride of Christ.
-The Church is the Institution through which we
—Give our offerings to the Lord
—Build up the believers and are built up ourselves
—Are taught the Bible and teach the Bible to others.
Every Christian should belong to a local church so he or she can serve the Lord in it.
2. The Saint Should Bear His Cross
Luke 14:27
And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. (KJV)
All that means is that we ought to accept the responsibility of the assignment or service we are given.
Rather than trying to get out of it, or just doing it in a shoddy manner.
The saint should
—accept a service assignment in the church
—accept the responsibilities of that assignment
—and fulfill that assignment with his or her whole heart!
3. The Saint Should Bring In Converts
Ps 126:6
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. (KJV)
Christians,
We have to take seriously the Lord's commands to witness and attempt to win souls to Christ!
—The Lord has equipped us to do it with His own presence and the power of the Holy Spirit
—The Lord has motivated us to do it by showing us in the Bible the condemnation of the unsaved, and
—The Lord has commanded us to do it by giving to us the Great Commission
The Bible Reveals
The Cause of this World's Problems
The Corruption of the Sinner
The Christ of God
The Cure for Sin
The Criteria for Serving
Finally,
VI. IT REVEALS THE COURSE OF THIS WORLD
I Jn 2:17
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)
More than one fourth of the Bible was written in the form of prophecy - foretelling things that would happen in the future.
The largest percentage of those prophecies have already been fulfilled with startling accuracy!
Only a small amount of the Bible Prophecies have yet to be fulfilled, and we are sure that they will be fulfilled with the very same accuracy as the rest were.
Contrary to the opinions of many, this world will not get better and better.
In fact, the Bible says just the opposite!
I can give you five words that describe what will happen to this world in future days,
1. Division.
Families against families
Nations against nations
Wars and rumors of wars will escalate.
2. Deception
Satan will deceive more and more people with Anti-Christ's and False Prophets.
The Bible says that Satan is able to turn himself into an angel of light. - he will gladly do a temporarily good thing, in order to accomplish a permenantly bad end!
That is why you see so many of the False religions doing VERY GOOD things!
People get swayed by it!
The Devil has no problem healing a sick person
Or building a strong family unit
As long as the person and the families do not hear the truth about Christ and get saved!
Deception
3. Delusion
The Scripture says that, during the Tribulation period, those who had heard the truth about how to get saved, but refused to do so,
Will be deluded so they will believe the lie of the Devil and cannot get saved. They will accept the mark of the beast, and follow the Anti Christ as He wages a war against God's people and against the Lord Himself!
4. Destruction
All those who follow Satan will be destroyed with Him and cast eternally into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone, where they will be tormented Day and night forever and ever.
You say - it sounds so cruel.
Remember - God does not want ANY people to go there!
The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and His angels AFTER they knowingly, and willingly rebelled against God.
The only people who ever go there, are those who choose to follow Satan instead of Accepting Christ as their Saviour!
And then
5. Displacement
The unsaved sinners will be removed from this earth and cast into the Lake of Fire.
But even this earth, which has been so corrupted by man's sin, will be destroyed and replaced with a
New Heaven
New Earth, and
New Jerusalem.
Where those who have accepted Christ as Saviour will be
Forever Happy
Forever Holy and
Forever in Heaven.
This Bible is the "Book of Revelations!"
Revere it, and
Read it!
Hear it, and
Heed it!
Observe it, and
Obey it!
2 Corinthians 12:7-9
These Words, spoken by the Lord to Apostle Paul, were on the occasion of Paul's request to be freed from some sort of "thorn in the flesh."
Paul was afflicted, by Satan, it says, but For God's purpose.
We do not know really for sure, what the affliction was. Apparently it was some sort of physical condition because he said it was a thorn "in the flesh."
Some folks believe Paul was a "hunch back"
2 Cor 10:10
For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. (KJV)
I am of the opinion that Paul had some sort of eye disorder because of:
Gal 4:13-15
Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first.
And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.
Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me. (KJV)
At any rate, Paul had some sort of infirmity.
But, although the thorn in the flesh was from Satan to buffet him,
It was from God for the purpose of giving Paul the power of Christ.
God's purpose in allowing Paul to have this thorn in the flesh was not to keep him humble, but to give Him power!
And Apostle Paul could not have the power of Christ if it appeared that he had power in himself!
That is so God gets the glory He should, and not people.
The thorn in the flesh produced a visible weakness in Paul, THAT ENABLED GOD TO GIVE TO PAUL THE POWER OF CHRIST!
The result was that Paul said he would gladly glory in infirmities that he could have the power of Christ resting on him.
The term “rest” upon means "to spread a tent"
In our day it would be "to build a house."
The power of Christ could build a house and live upon Paul continually with the thorn in the flesh!
Think about the kinds of trials you face as a Christian. Sometimes we think about them and say, "God is just keeping me humble."
And that isn't that appealing of an idea.
But if you think about them and say. "God is just making His power live in me."
That is worth it!
Again, Paul's first response to the thorn in the flesh was to pray repeatedly for God to remove it.
Until he received this message from God:
"My Grace is sufficient for thee… "
Sufficient means "enough."
God told Paul that the grace of God was enough.
Let me spend a few minutes with you this morning showing you some things that God's grace is sufficient for:
I. GOD'S GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR SALVATION.
All a person needs in order to have their sins forgiven and to go to heaven instead of hell is the grace of God!
You do not have to be good enough to go to heaven!
Paul, for instance, called himself, THE CHIEFEST OF SINNERS"
And he was!
Before he had gotten saved, he had made it his occupation to
I do not know of many men who could be worse than that!
The Bible says to do spite to the children of God is to attack God himself!
When you hurt a Christian, it is just like hurting the Lord in God's eyes!
Paul was the chiefest of sinners, but God's grace was enough to save him!
1 Tim 1:14-15
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. (KJV)
Ephesians 2:8-9 says
For by grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God
Not of works lest any man should boast.
You don't have to be good enough to be saved and go to heaven.
God's Grace is sufficient!
B. God's grace is sufficient to keep you saved too!
Remember David?
David committed the sins of adultery and murder.
After he was h was confronted with his sins by the preacher.
He wrote Psalm 51as his confession:
In Psalm 51:12 he prayed
Restore unto me the joy of my salvation…
David did not pray restore unto me salvation.
He did not pray, Oh God, save me again!
He was saved and even the sins of adultery and murder could not take that away.
He had lost the joy of his salvation!
See, grace not only is sufficient to save us from hell and take us to heaven.
Grace is sufficient to keep us saved even when we sin after we have gotten saved!
The reason why a Christian should not sin is not because he might lose his salvation when he sins, but because he WILL lose the joy of his salvation when he sins.
God's Grace is enough to save you!
Salvation is a gift of God you get because he loves you!
It is not something you earn for doing good things!
Secondly,
II. GOD'S GRACE IS SUFFICIENT TO SUSTAIN YOU
So you don't have to use the world's ways to survive.
The world's first philosophy is to put self first.
God's way is to put others first.
The result of putting self first can end in all kinds of wrong things.
Proverbs speaks about using false weights and balances.
A way to deceive people to get more for yourself.
The Bible tells the Christian to be opposite of that.
One of the most necessary lessons in all of the Bible is that God keeps us by his grace and not by our ability to earn!
What that means is that we do not have to use the devious, unjust, or even just ungodly means that the people of this world sometimes develop to survive in this world!
God's Grace in enough to sustain us!
Have you ever looked at all the promises of God for sustenance in this world?
Ps 84:11
For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. (KJV)
Prov 19:17
He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again. (KJV)
Prov 3:9-10
Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. (KJV)
Mal 3:10
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. (KJV)
Luke 12:30-31
For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things.
But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV)
2 Cor 9:8-11
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:
(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.
Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)
Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. (KJV)
Phil 4:19
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (KJV)
This is only a partial listing of the promises of God in the Bible to take care of us.
Other verses say things like:
Casting all your care upon Him, for he careth for you…
And
Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God.
Phil 4:6
Knowing that God has promised to take care of us by His grace, gives us the freedom to live life above the tactics this world uses!
God's Grace is enough!
He will be sure we have all we need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!
This is no excuse for laziness or slothfulness.
God is just as able to remove our needs to help us to get right with Him!
But what it means is that we are free as Christians to seek to live right with God first.
And seek to supply the needs and wants by honest means second!
God's Grace is Sufficient to Save us.
God's grace is sufficient to Sustain us, and
Thirdly;
III. GOD'S GRACE IS SUFFICIENT TO STRENGTHEN US.
Which means ;
You don't have to be a "special saint" to be used of God.
We have a tendency, as humans, to elevate some people higher than we ought.
We see someone who has done something great and we think, "I could never be like they are."
Or we see another who has done something mighty for God and we think "Yes, but they are special to the Lord."
God does call each individual to a different service for Him.
We do not all accomplish the very same things, and we should not strive to do just what some other Christian has done.
But the Grace of God which allowed Charles Spurgeon to pastor the largest church in London when he was only 21 years old.
Is the same Grace of God that is available to you and me!
The Grace of God which allowed Billy Sunday to win over one million people to Christ in his lifetime,
Is the same Grace of God that is available to you and me!
Rom 12:6-8
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;
Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;
Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. (KJV)
Eph 3:8
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; (KJV)
Heb 12:28
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: (KJV)
You see, we do not have to be God's Special people to be used by God, We just have to have God's grace!
In fact, when we try to serve God in any way besides God's grace, then we do not get God's grace,
And only God's grace is sufficient!
Paul said he would gladly glory in his own weaknesses and infirmities
That the Power of God may rest upon him.
You don't need to be good enough or work hard enough to go to heaven… YOU JUST NEED GOD'S GRACE to be saved!
And You don't need to use the world's ways to get by in this world, YOU JUST NEED GOD'S GRACE to supply for you.
And you don't need to be some special kind of Saint to serve God, YOU JUST NEED GOD'S GRACE to strengthen your service!
2 Corinthians 13:5
Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? (KJV)
Those of you who were in my adult Sunday school class this morning know that I made reference to the apostle Paul and how, when he met the resurrected Christ, His life changed.
Thant and several of the conversations I had with Brother Marshall during the revival week, led me to bring the message I have for us this evening.
The Bible says we are to examine ourselves whether we be in the faith.
I take that verse seriously.
And believe it ought to be a regular part of our spiritual discipline to see if we are producing the kind of fruit that demonstrates we are truly born again…..
Listen, Paul says you ought to know that Jesus Christ is in you.
And Paul says that if you do not know, you are a reprobate.
The word reprobates means
So I have three passages of Scripture I want to bring to your attention tonight and preach on the title, “Deal With It.”
In my head I am envisioning this message as being controversial; “in your face.”
It is not always pleasant to deal with hard things.
Most of the time we put those types of things off as long as we can.
But
So we might as well just deal with these verses and make sure Christ is in us…..
I. THE TEST OF FRUIT
Matt 7:13-23
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.
Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)
There are three related subjects in this passage
A. The strait gate versus the wide gate
Vs 13-14
And the quick lesson here is that most people choose the wide gate.
Most people choose a way that leads to destruction.
B. The sheep versus the wolves
Vs 15
And the quick lesson here is many if not most of those on the path that leads to destruction look like they are on the path that leads to eternal life.
C. The good fruit verses the evil fruit
Vs 16-23
Obviously
And God says here is how to you tell whether a person is on the strait gate or the wide gate.
Here is how you tell whether they are a sheep or a wolf….
You check out their fruit.
Jesus says a good tree cannot bring forth corrupt and evil fruit.
Hey, here is where you have to deal with some things….
What is your fruit like?
Can you say with some sort of confidence that the fruit you have produced since you became a believer is the good kind?
Or is their some evil fruit on your tree?
Remember that the Bible says that even the Christian will sin.
But the born again Child of God, according to 1 John, cannot abide in sin.
He cannot continue in a life of sin without being
What is your fruit like?
If someone else got a chance to inspect your fruit would they say it is evil and corrupt?
We just need to deal with this…
If our fruit isn’t good
Or if on the other hand
In us
We need to deal with the fact that Christ may not be in us.
II. THE TEST OF WITNESS
Rom 8:14-16
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (KJV)
Listen, we must not assume we are saved because
We just want to believe that we are saved.
Our salvation is not merely the product of doing some good things (faking good fruit)
But the fruit must be the product of being genuinely born again.
Romans says that the Spirit “beareth witness” with our spirit.
That means He testifies.
When a person is a child of God the Holy Spirit literally assures him of his salvation.
It is more than just that the child of God doesn’t feel lost.
But in fact the child of God knows he is saved because the Holy Spirit tells him so.
A. He bears witness with Words
The child of God reads the Bible and it makes sense to him.
Some of us listen to our favorite preachers like we might listen to our favorite musical group.
We run around the country listening to them preach sometimes the same message we heard them preach the last place we went to hear them preach.
And we can do that because e aren’t really listening to God anyway, we just enjoy the preacher’s style.
But we don’t really hear his message.
Listen if you can come to preaching like we heard all of last week and not hear the voice of God
Then a person has to deal with this verse and question if they are really saved or not.
B. The Spirit leads the child of God
Years ago I mentioned in one of my messages how it seemed like the spirit had spoken to me, not in audible words, but in a way I knew was of God.
One of the ladies in our church, unbeknownst to me, was bothered by the idea that I felt like God spoke to me.
But then one day she said she was working on something at her home, and thinking about a particular passage in the Bible and she said all of a sudden she almost thought she heard a voice saying, “Bernie, are you listening?”
And if I never heard the voice of the Lord leading me, I would want to make sure I was really saved.
The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.
Deal with it.
I am not asking you only if you can remember a time when you called on the Lord and asked Him to save you….
I am asking if since then, you have sensed the definite assurance from God that you are really born again?
There is the test of fruit
There is the test of witness
Finally tonight there is also
III. THE TEST OF NEW LIFE
2 Cor 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)
I think we do a lot of damage to this passage
We explain it away.
We excuse the fact that we are the same old people we used to be before we asked Christ to save us.
We figure this must be a “spiritual new creature”
We figure this must be what we are when we get to heaven
But that is not the gist of this passage.
The verse is a test.
Then you are a new creature and you can tell it because
Old things are passed away – you don’t
Anymore
I spoke about Apostle Paul this morning in Sunday School
He went from
And it was almost an immediate change.
There was only three days between when he got saved and when he got baptized.
He began preaching that Jesus was the Christ almost from the very beginning.
His life was immediately and radically changed when he got saved.
Illustration:
I was speaking to one of the men of our church this last week.
He led a man at work to the Lord.
This guy is a foreman of a construction crew, but right in front of his whole crew he bowed before the Lord and received Christ as Saviour.
Later he told the man who led him to the Lord that he wants to be serious about being a Christian and has already started witnessing to people around him.
Illustration:
I remember when I got on fire for the Lord.
The guy who discipled me is named Mike Riggs.
Mike and I promised each other to be godly Christians.
Mike and I did Bible studies before work and during our breaks.
We prayed for each other
We often fasted several days in a row together for one another’s needs.
I am not trying to build myself up.
I am just saying God made me a new creature when I got saved.
And could it be that the reason you get so mad at others who get serious about the Lord is because
They are a new creature and you are not?
Could it be you are just faking your faith and that is why you can keep up a good act for a little while, but sooner or later you just get tired of trying and you have to give in to sin for a while?
Conclusion:
We need to deal with these passages.
And we need to come to grips with the fact that
Then there is every likelihood that we are not really saved.
And that means we will go to hell forever and ever unless God convicts us of our sins and unless we come to Him obediently and call upon Him to save us from our wicked selves.
2 Corinthians 13:5
Let me lay some groundwork here.
First. The Bible, I am convinced, makes it quite clear that once a person is truly saved, they can never loose that salvation. They will go to heaven for sure and forever.
Second, Christians do sin from time to time.
But real Christians cannot loose their salvation because of that sin. When we do sin, Jesus Christ steps up as our advocate and presents His blood, spilt on Calvary as the payment for that sin.
Third, The Bible also makes it quite clear that there are, within the ranks of the churches, people who are professors of Christ, but are not truly saved.
They are false professors.
The motives of the false professors may be many:
A. Some false professors enter into the church as a means of profit.
There are those who have learned to use everything for profit.
I once knew a fella who was a salesman. He told me something that has bothered me ever since.
He said that whenever he sees a person, he thinks to himself.
"That man has a wallet," or "That lady has a purse, with money in it. MY JOB IS TO FIND A WAY TO LEGALLY GET IT FROM THEM!"
People who view others that way can find some way to make a profit from any situation.
They'll find a way to make money from church people and use it.
B. Some false professors enter into churches for the social side of it.
These folks might not have a malicious intent in uniting with a church.
It is just that they feel a need to belong, and they can see in a local church, a group of people who would make good friends.
It might be that they don't care too much for the religious side of church, but they do tend to like the kind of people they meet at church, so they come.
C. There are some false professors, I am sure, who do not know they are false professors.
And, the idea of going to heaven appeals to them.
So they buy into Christianity a bit.
But, with the ones I am referring to today, a personal relationship with God is not what they have.
They have religion:
Now, we find evidence that such a person as a false professor exists, abundant within the Bible.
A. No doubt the most infamous false professor was Judas Iscariot.
*****For 3 ½ years, Judas traveled with Jesus as one of His 12 disciples.
Judas even had worked Himself into a position of prominence among the Apostles; He was the Apostle who kept the money!
***Whether Judas knew he was a false professor or not, we cannot tell from the Bible record.
I am fairly convinced that Judas did not realize His betrayal of Christ would lead to his death.
***We do know that the other 11 disciples did not know Judas was a false professor.
When Jesus said that one of them would betray Him, each of the Apostles wondered if it was himself Christ referred to.
When Judas left to betray Christ, the Bible says that they thought he was just leaving to buy some more provisions. (Remember, he had the money?)
That tells me that, in the best of churches, there could be people who are false professors and none of us has a clue!
***We also know that Jesus knew all along that Judas was a false professor.
John 6:70
Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? (KJV)
You see, Jesus knew from the very day that He selected Judas Iscariot to be an Apostle, that he was a false professor!
That tells me that while I cannot tell who in our church is really saved and who isn't, Jesus can has has already told!
HE KNOWS WHO IS REALLY SAVED AND WHO IS NOT!
That's because man looketh on the outside, but God looks on the heart.
Further Evidence that there are false Professors
B. Is Found In Some of Christ's Parables
Parable of the tares
Matt 13:25-30
But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.
But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.
So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?
He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?
But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.
Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
Matt 13:36-43
Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.
He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;
The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;
The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.
As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.
The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;
And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. (KJV)
Parable of the sheep and goats
Matt 25:32-33
And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:
And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. (KJV)
Sheep and goats are similar in a lot of ways, but only the sheep get into heaven!
Parable of the Net and Fishes
Matt 13:47-48
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:
Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. (KJV)
In each of these parables, there are good and bad mixed together.
In each of these parables, the bad would not be discernible to anyone but an expert in that field.
These each present to us evidence that there are, within churches, people who look very much like real Christians, BUT ONLY GOD CAN TELL THEY ARE NOT!
There are a number of verses within the Epistles
C. That directly say there would be False Professors.
2 Tim 3:5
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (KJV)
2 Pet 2:1
But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. (KJV)
2 Pet 2:22
But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. (KJV)
I Jn 2:19
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. (KJV)
But, the most compelling evidence that there are false professors is
C. Christ's Own Accusation that Such Exists.
Matt 7:21-23
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)
Then Bible evidence in Clear,
Not everyone who claims to be a Christian is!
And, in most cases, you and I who are saved, would not be able to tell the genuinely saved from the false professors!
In fact, I do not even try.
I take people for their word.
If they tell me they have genuinely received Christ as Saviour, I do not dispute it with them.
I never ASSUME a person is saved until I have told them how to be saved and they have told me they have done what the Bible says it takes to be saved.
But then, once they have given to me testimony that they are saved, I do not dispute it with them.
What I do instead is try to preach messages that clearly present salvation the Bible way.
And then, once in a while preach one like this that calls each of us to examine ourselves to make sure we are really saved and not fooling ourselves.
There is nothing that would break my heart more than to get to heaven and to find out there that someone under my spiritual care was not really saved!
We know the way of salvation. The Bible makes it so clear for us.
1. If we know we are sinners and we know we need to be saved.
2. We simply must believe that Christ died and rose again so we could be saved
3. AND THEN WE MUST CALL OUT TO HIM IN REPENTANCE FOR OUR SINS AND ASK HIM TO SAVE US!
There are no secret steps to salvation.
No works that have to be done
It is just as simple as ABC
A-ccept you are a sinner
B-elieve that Christ died and rose again to forgive your sins
C-all out to Him and ask for His salvation
On top of re-examining the plan of salvation and making sure we have done what the Bible says we must in order to be saved,
Are there any other tests we can take to make sure we are genuinely saved?
YES!
In fact, the entire book of 1 John was written for that purpose!
1 John 5:13 says
These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that YE MAY KNOW THAT YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
And if you will read the entire Book of 1 John, you will find test after test to help confirm your salvation.
It is not that doing the tests will save your soul.
But that these tests will help you examine yourself to be sure you are saved.
There are several of them, but I just want to point out three of the most important ones.
I. LOVE FOR GOD'S WORD
1 John 5:13
The importance of the Bible to the Christian cannot be over stated.
It only makes sense that the genuinely saved person would bear a love for it!
A. There is No Doubt that Christians of the Past Loved the Bible
One of the most profitable studies a person can undertake is to study the history of those who loved the Bible.
***Men like William Tyndale and John Wycliffe, who loved the word of God and wanted every common man to be able to own a copy and read it in their own language.
One of them was burned at the stake for his efforts to translate the Bible into the English language.
The other died naturally, but out of hatred for him, his body was dug up and burnt, then the ashes were thrown into the Thymes River.
***Then, there were men like Peter Waldo, who was hated, hunted down, and killed only because he preached the Word of God.
***And there were hundreds, if not thousands of men, women, and children, just like you and me, who were killed by every cruel means imaginable
Their only crime? They owned a copy of the Bible and would not forsake it!
They say that nearly every original owner of a Tyndale Bible was burnt to death with his Bible chained to his neck!
They loved the Bible!
And so will the true Christian!
That is not to say we won't fail sometimes, in our devotion to and study of the Bible.
But it is to say that we will be motivated
The first test of Genuine Salvation: A Love for the Bible
Test Number Two;
II. A LOVE FOR GOD'S COMMANDS
1 John 5:3
To the genuinely born again, God's Commandments are not grievous.
It is not drudgery and horror to obey God for the truly saved, IT IS A JOY AND A DELIGHT!
Again, this does not mean we always obey his commands perfectly.
No one has ever done that!
Paul couldn't do it. He said he had not already obtained that perfection.
Peter could not do it, Paul personally and publicly chewed Peter out one day because he was at fault.
But listen, Jesus said
"If you love me, keep my commandments."
Jesus told us that after we get a person saved and baptized, we are supposed to teach them to observe all things whatsoever Christ commanded.
***The really saved person understands that Christ's commands are best for him
***The truly saved person understands that those commands are best for our families and friends.
***The truly saved person understands that those commands best glorify the God Who saved them.
And if all that is true, HOW COULD HIS COMMANDMENTS BE GRIEVOUS?
Now, keeping Christ's commandments will not save you.
But, if you are motivated to obey His commandments.
If you find them to be a natural desire, and that you are growing more and more anxious to obey those commands
It is an indication that you are genuinely saved.
But, if after some time as a professing Christian, you still ***find the commands of God a burden to you.
***If you desire to get out of them every chance you can.
***If you hate anything to do with serving the Lord
YOU OUGHT TO EXAMINE YOURSELF MORE CLOSELY - YOU MIGHT NOT BE SAVED AT ALL!
Test number 1 A Love for the Bible
Test Number 2 A Love for the Commands of Christ
Our third and final test to consider this morning
III. A LOVE FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD!
1 John 2:9-10
1 John 3:14
God's Word says that if you do not love Christians, you abide in death. YOU ARE NOT SAVED!
Strong words!
Yet Bible words.
I can remember when I first began to go to church.
But I saw no reason to spend more than a couple of hours a week at church.
Until I started going there.
And I got to loving those people more and more, and loving being around them more and more!
Those people in that first church I was a member of were a strange lot!
***Pastor and Mrs. Scudder were so far off the same base I was, they didn't even act like they were from the same planet!
***Mike Riggs, the guy who invited me in the first place, chewed me out the very first day I went to church, for cussing! (Mike would do that every time he saw me do something I shouldn't.)
***There was a man named Buck Hollander. Who was just plum weird.
***There was an elderly gentlemen, who when he found out I was a certified welder, told me that was someone who couldn't weld under real conditions.
But you know what? Although all of those people were as strange to the way I had grown up as anything you could imagine…
I LOVED EVERY ONE OF THEM!
And I have found out ever since that, the stranger the Christian is (in the world's eyes) the more I seem to love them!
The Bible says it is a test of salvation that you love the Brethren!
"Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith… "
That is what I am asking you to do today.
I am not asking you to get saved again, if you already are saved.
But I am asking you to be sure that you really are saved!
Don't let yourself be fooled into thinking that, just because we like you and think you are saved, you really are.
Don't console yourself by ignoring the issue of genuine salvation.
Getting saved is easy… and if you already are saved… PRAISE THE LORD!
But an eternity in hell is an awful price to pay just because you wouldn't want any one here know you weren't really saved!
***And then, it might be that there is someone here today who has never professed Christ at all. Will you let us show you how to be saved for sure and forever this morning?
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