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Chapter 1
Mr. Obi


I am from a younger generation, I’m 27. The only memories I have
of Al Davis is as a crazy old man that was driving a football
franchise into the ground. Eccentric, to put it politely, stubborn
and unreasonable. I knew nothing more than that.

After his passing, I heard a few positive things from the same
people that would criticize him. Which I found a bit hypocritical.
Don’t disrespect the dead but do not speak about the man as though
you admired him and never said a harsh word about him. Then I heard
Mike Golic, of ESPN radio’s Mike and Mike, say “To the younger
generation … Google him.” So I did.

It is remarkable the slant that can be placed on a person by the
media. It is true that his unwillingness to conform may have
hindered the Raiders for the past 10 years but it was that same
rebellious spirit that made him who he was and made the Raider
relevant for four decades (three Super Bowl titles and 13 division
championships). You weren’t just fearful of the Oakland Raiders,
you were fearful of their fans.

Aside from having the most used catch phrase in sports history,
“Just win, baby”, he essentially made the NFL into what it is
today. Literally. As commissioner of the AFL in 1960’s his
aggressive movements against the NFL and attempts to sign the NFL’s
star players was one of the biggest contributing factors to the
merger of the two leagues.

But beyond football he helped make strides for minorities. In
1963 he refused to play a preseason game in Mobile, Alabama due to
the segregation laws and demanded that it be played in Oakland.
1965 AFL All-Star game in Houston; the reason it was played in
Houston and not New Orleans, as it was scheduled, was because of Al
Davis protesting the segregation laws there.

Al Davis was the first NFL owner to hire a black head coach and
the second to hire a Latino head coach. He was the first to promote
a woman into a position of power and influence in the NFL - Chief
Executive. Al Davis didn’t care about color or sex, “Just win,
baby.”

The more and more I read about him the more intrigued I am and
the more guilty I feel for forming an opinion about a man based on
hearsay. Al Davis was the true definition of a Maverick, rebellious
in many ways. His eyes only saw black and silver at a time when
races were struggling to co-exist.

Like or dislike him, everyone would agree that he was a Raider
through and through. It seemed fitting that an African American
head coach was on his knees after a heart-pounding victory over the
Houston Texans crying for a lost friend in Al Davis considering
what he did for minorities (most of which has been forgotten). Al
Davis didn’t care where you came from, what you looked like, or
what God you prayed to … “Just win, baby”.










Chapter 2
Mr. Lewis


The “American Rules” football world has just been forced to say
goodbye to one of the most iconic figures in Professional Football.
The venerable Al Davis has fallen asleep, declaring an official end
to the final quarter of his unwieldy, yet transformative life. I do
not know much about Al Davis, the coach. But I do know that he was
from a wealthy Jewish family and eventually purchased a minority
stake in the Raiders.



Al became head of football operations for the Raiders in 1967 and
found his way to success after hiring the legendary John Madden as
head football coach. Madden led Davis’ Raiders to six division
titles in the ‘70s. All of this success came before Davis garnered
complete control and a majority ownership of the Raiders.



After some shifty moves and surviving a lawsuit by one of his
partners Al Davis found himself the majority owner and general
manager of the Raiders, a position in which he served until his
death. Serving as his own general manager, Davis ushered the
Raiders into unprecedented success, winning thirteen conference
championships and three Super Bowls. He was responsible for the
bone-crushing reputation and the current insignia of the original
“bad boys.”



More important than his personal successes, Davis championed
tolerance and diversity before it became politically correct. He
held fast to the fact that we are all created equal regardless of
race, creed, color, or sex. Davis was not affected by his
contemporaries’ insensitive misgivings, like former Los Angeles
Dodgers manager Al Campanis who said that “black people may not
have some of the necessities to be, let’s say, a field manager, or,
perhaps, a general manager…(among many other ridiculous
ideologies).”



Diametrically opposed to that sentiment, especially among the
wealthy, Al Davis hired the first African American head coach of an
NFL football team Art Shell. Davis’ legacy comprises quite a bit
more than diversity, but none speaks as loudly nor does any garner
as much respect and admiration. Farewell good friend of the game,
rest in peace.










Please visit http://r-o-w.tumblr.com/ to read more blogs and
give your opinion.
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