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RAF Mount Pleasant, Falkland
Islands, 25 December 1995 0032 Zulu time.

After action crash report compiled
by SAC R Daley (Duty Clerk) for CFSO.

 

Flash Signal received from Byron
Heights personnel, unidentified small craft located in our Air
Corridor.

 

Tornados scrambled for intercept,
orders to locate and identify if possible and issue
warning.

 

ATC attempted to contact the craft,
no squawk, negative IFF, SNCO IC the watch reported it was his
opinion that the craft had no comms equipment due to its
size.

 

Tornados were unable to intercept,
the unidentified craft was reported to be moving at speeds in
excess of Mach 2.

 

RAF Regiment Rapier Squadron
Detachment reported positive lock, craft continued to violate air
corridor, Officer IC ordered target to be engaged. Two missiles
were fired after lock confirmation.

 

Byron Heights reported loss of
contact at 0001 Zulu time, Tornado pilots reported target hit and
appeared to be ditching into the sea.

SAR pilot reported wreckage
fragments, no survivors located.

 

At 0012 Zulu assisting Royal Navy
vessels recovered wreckage which was returned to MPA for
identification purposes.

 

CFSO made a positive identification
and requested the following report to be classified above TOP
SECRET.

 

The craft was positively identified
as a large red sleigh.

 

No archive copy to be made of this
report.


_______________________________________________________________

Authors Notes:- I was still serving
in the RAF in 1995. I left the Royal Air Force as an SAC. I did at
one time (one very short time) actually work in Flight Safety. CFSO
was my boss for that short time. I have never been to the
Falklands. I have never served on a flying unit. (Technically not
true, RAF Swinderby
was a flying unit.
I, however was just a basic entrant - not actual
staff).

 

To the best of my knowledge
the Royal Air Force have never shot down Santa Claus for violating
their air space.

 

Terminology:-

RAF - Royal Air
Force

SAC - Senior
Aircraftman.

Duty Clerk - Clerk called in the
event of an out of hours emergency requiring clerical
assistance.

CFSO - Chief Flight Safety
Officer.

Flash - signal requiring immediate
action. Generally reserved for wars and dire
emergencies.

ATC - Air Traffic
Control

squawk - aircraft transponder
code.

IFF - International Friend Or Foe
(allows military air traffic control to id craft)

SNCO - Senior Non-Commissioned
Officer, typically a Sergeant.

Zulu time - How the military tell
time, GMT. When the clocks go back, Zulu time stays the
same.

SAR - Search And
Rescue.

MPA - Mount Pleasant
Airport.
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