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Their breath hung like small clouds of fog in the early winter morning. Men who were afraid, afraid that this was their last morning on Earth.
"Gentlemen! If you listen closely I shall explain the rules of conduct. The challenge was accepted and the challenger has his second. Sir, do you have a second?" The Justice Of The Peace turned to face the stranger.
He stood alone, under the relative shelter of the lone Oak tree. There was little else in the field, it was why this location had been chosen for the duel.
"I have no need of a second, I will face this person who has slurred my reputation." The strangers eyes twinkled as he spoke, there was an air of impudence about the man.
The Justice Of The Peace continued "The challenged has selected pistols as his weapon of choice, is this agreeable to you?". His eyes shifted from the stranger, across the field to where the luxurious carriage stood, horses straining under rein to keep warm as they stood idle.
The Viscount Of Newport stepped away from the carriage. "Yes, the choice of weapons is agreeable. I offer this rogue one final chance. I am known across the country as the finest shot with both pistol and crossbow. Marry my daughter and regain your honour."
A cry issued forth from the carriage, the lady in question wanted no part of this mornings proceedings. Whatever happened this morning, a man she loved was going to die.
Both men stepped forward to watch The Justice Of The Peace load the matched pistols. "Gentlemen, both weapons are loaded. The challenged is given first choice."
The stranger approached the mahogany inlaid box and moved his hand across both the pistols several times, almost as if expecting to feel something from one of them. Whatever he was hoping for clearly happened as he stopped above one and removed it, feeling the weight and balance in his hand.
The Justice Of The Peace asked clearly "This is your free choice Sir?" and the stranger nodded. The second pistol was taken by the challenger and both men took their positions, stood back to back.
The Justice Of The Peace gave his final instructions "Gentlemen, I will count to ten. You will take one pace forward for each measure of the count. When I reach ten you may turn and fire at will. It has been agreed this is a duel to the death, last man alive will be allowed to leave, reputation intact and unhindered." Turning to the stranger he tried once more for the necessary information. "I do need your name Sir, The Viscount has agreed to give you an honourable burial in the event that you lose."
The Stranger shot The Justice Of The Peace a look that made him secretly hope this scoundrel did lose. "It won't be necessary. I've never lost one of these yet." the stranger said. The sheer barefaced cheek of the man.
As The Justice Of The Peace called out each pace, both men took carefully measured strides.
The stranger struck out to the maximum length of his pace, The Viscount made short, cropped steps that ensured he moved the minimum distance possible - a trick that had always caught all his previous opponents by surprise.
"Eight. Nine." The Justice Of The Peace paused. "Ten".
The Viscount Of Newport was first to turn, falling to one knee, steadying his pistol over his left wrist. He fired, hitting the stranger in the back before he managed to turn. The stranger fell, face down.
"Honour has been restored. Bury this man as an unknown duellist." The Viscount rose slowly but stood as The Justice Of The Peace insisted on observing the correct procedure, calling the Doctor to inspect the unknown combatant.
As the Doctor ran towards the body of the stranger all parties were surprised by what happened next. The stranger slowly got to his feet and turned to face his opponent. "Sir, you have taken your shot. I believe good form dictates I am now allowed mine. Will you stand your ground as a true Gentleman?". The way the stranger said the word Gentleman, it was more like an insult than a term of deference.
The Justice Of The Peace knew what must be done, as did The Viscount. The stranger raised his pistol and took aim.
Nothing else remained but a flash of gunpowder and the crack of the shot that flew across the field of combat. The Viscount fell, as a rotted oak, straight to the floor.
The Doctor moved across to the supine figure and turned him to find the single clean shot through the head of The Viscount. The Doctor looked across at The Justice Of The Peace and shook his head, no words were necessary.
The Doctor looked at the stranger. "Are you in need of my services, Sir?"
The stranger shook his head "Nothing but a graze, but thank you for your concern".
The stranger approached The Justice Of The Peace. "This matter is concluded I trust?" he asked.
The Justice Of The Peace nodded, "Yes, all his possessions are now forfeited to you. And now I will need your name, Sir?"
The stranger looked at The Justice Of The Peace. "Have all his assets liquidated, payment to be forwarded to the The Torchwood Institute in Cardiff. Payment care of Captain Jack Harkness, Fourth Hussars Regiment".
The End.
__________________________________
Authors Notes:- This originally started out in a completely different way, with an unknown man facing a firing squad which I knew he was going to walk away from because he was immortal. However that idea didn't really have any substance so I was forced to rethink. This is that rethink.
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