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I looked at the water swirling all around, hypnotised by the
progress of one of the geraniums as it was slowly swept into the
very centre only to disappear from sight. I looked at the vendor
who gave me a hopeful grin.



“Well,” I said, “a whirlpool bath is quite popular selling point
these days. But…”



“But?” He asked from behind a very toothy and very nervous
smile.



“Well, normally they are in doors and don’t swallow parts of the
neighbour’s garden when he’s not looking.”



“You think that might be a problem?”



“Normally yes. But I think you might be able to get away with it
this time.” Especially as just three minutes earlier the neighbour
had disappeared in the same way as the potted plant. “But I think
you need to scale it back a bit.”



He nodded. His left incisor seemed to be waving at me. I hoped it
was an optical illusion.



“So that’s Charybdis sorted,” I told him. “Though I’m not sure that
anyone will be wanting Scylla to be left behind.” The six headed
thing tried to look small and unthreatening, a pose somewhat spoilt
by the remains of one of the two American Pitbulls it had just
finished eating. It was, though, a jolly good try, ruined by one of
the heads attempting to wink and smile at the same time.



“I think I should have a look in the garage now.” The vendor’s left
incisor was trying to hide behind the right one now. Perhaps it was
shy?



Okay. The garage was going to be a short item in the listing.
Includes garage, that would about do it. I don’t think the bit when
I shouted out “Now I know what Dante meant!” would appeal to the
cash buyers the vendor and I were hoping to attract.



I faced a similar problem with the apple tree at the bottom. She
was being shy and kept hiding behind the compost bin. Granted she
wasn’t going to appeal to most female buyers but a genuine dryad
and a very attractive one at that was going to be a great feature
and would surely pull in the punters.



Digital cameras! Thank the Sales and Letting Office in the sky for
them. I could show her exactly what the picture would look like.
Granted the camera seemed to bypass her glamour but that was
probably just as well.



Speaking of wells. Well I wasn’t but I should have done. The worst
wishing well in the world. The vendor’s wife had demonstrated it to
me. She’d wished for a handsome prince. What she got was a very
handsome man, but as he was more interested in renting us one of
his ladies for the night, you can rightly work out that he was a
most handsome pimp. A wishing well with a speech impediment was a
liability.



Mind you…it might explain the mind-blowing duck that had been
terrorising the park for the last few nights. Note to self – tell
vendor to fill it in.
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