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I have started a series entitled: “Answering Atheism And
Agnosticism Series”. I have published the first book of the series
that is entitled: “Answering Hume” in 2010. This is the second book
of the series. I’ll try to answer Bertrand Russell’s article: “Why
I Am Not A Christian”

Russell’s article consists of two main parts. In the first part,
Russell discusses the existence of God. I’ll try to answer
Russell’s opinions. In the second part, Russell criticizes the
Christ and Christianity. I think that Christian writers can answer
Russell better than me. But I will mention Islam’s attitude towards
the Christ and Christianity.





    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  The Existence Of God


  




  
    
    
      
In the first part of Russell’s article, he discusses the
existence of God. He mentioned five arguments that are used to
prove the existence of God and criticized them. I’ll try to answer
Russell’s opinions.



The First Cause Argument



The Argument: Everything we see in this world
has a cause, and as you go back in the chain of causes further and
further you must come to a First Cause, and to that First Cause you
give the name of God



Russell’s Opinions: Russell quotes from John
Stuart Mill’s Autobiography: “My father taught me that the
question, Who made me? Cannot be answered, since it immediately
suggests the further question, Who made God?

Russell says: “If everything must have a cause, then God must
have a cause. If there can be anything without a cause, it may just
as well be the world as God”

Russell says: “There is no reason to suppose that the world had
a beginning at all.”



Answer: To make it clear, the creature has a
distinctive characteristic: the creature has a beginning i.e. the
point at which it was created. Let’s ask the following question:
“Do you believe that the Earth, sky, mountains ……..etc. have no
beginning?” If you say: “Yes”, you believe that the Earth, sky and
mountains are not creatures. So, they are gods. But they have many
defects. So, they are not gods because gods should be perfect. If
you say: “No”, you believe that they are creatures. A creature
needs a Creator to create it. The Creator is the God.



The
Natural‐Law Argument



The Argument: People observed the planets going
around the sun according to the law of gravitation, and they
thought that God had given a behest to these planets to move in
that particular fashion, and that was why they did so.

Russell’s Opinions: Russell Says: “Why did God
issue just those natural laws and no others? If you say that he did
it simply from his own good pleasure, and without any reason, you
then find that there is something which is not subject to law, and
so your train of natural law is interrupted. If you say, as more
orthodox theologians do, that in all the laws which God issues he
had a reason for giving those laws rather than others ‐‐ the
reason, of course, being to create the best universe, although you
would never think it to look at it ‐‐ if there was a reason for the
laws which God gave, then God himself was subject to law, and
therefore you do not get any advantage by introducing God as an
intermediary.”

Answer: The issue is very simple. One of the
names of the God is the Wise. The God created the universe
according to his own wisdom and not according to superior law. We
sometimes can’t see the Wisdom of the God due to our limits. For
example, I invite you to read this quotation from the Holy
Quran:

“Behold, Moses said to his attendant, "I will not give up until
I reach the junction of the two seas or (until) I spend years and
years in travel." But when they reached the Junction, they forgot
(about) their Fish, which took its course through the sea
(straight) as in a tunnel. When they had passed on (some distance),
Moses said to his attendant: "Bring us our early meal; truly we
have suffered much fatigue at this (stage of) our journey." He
replied: "Sawest thou (what happened) when we betook ourselves to
the rock? I did indeed forget (about) the Fish: none but Satan made
me forget to tell (you) about it: it took its course through the
sea in a marvellous way!" Moses said: "That was what we were
seeking after:" So they went back on their footsteps, following
(the path they had come). So they found one of Our servants, on
whom We had bestowed Mercy from Ourselves and whom We had taught
knowledge from Our own Presence.  Moses said to him: "May I
follow thee, on the footing that thou teach me something of the
(Higher) Truth which thou hast been taught?" (The other) said:
"Verily thou wilt not be able to have patience with me!"  "And
how canst thou have patience about things about which thy
understanding is not complete?" Moses said: "Thou wilt find me, if
Allah so will, (truly) patient: nor shall I disobey thee in aught."
The other said: "If then thou wouldst follow me, ask me no
questions about anything until I myself speak to thee concerning
it." So they both proceeded: until, when they were in the boat, he
scuttled it. Said Moses: "Hast thou scuttled it in order to drown
those in it? Truly a strange thing hast thou done!" He answered:
"Did I not tell thee that thou canst have no patience with me?"
Moses said: "Rebuke me not for forgetting, nor grieve me by raising
difficulties in my case."  Then they proceeded: until, when
they met a young man, he slew him. Moses said: "Hast thou slain an
innocent person who had slain none? Truly a foul (unheard of) thing
hast thou done!" He answered: "Did I not tell thee that thou canst
have no patience with me?" (Moses) said: "If ever I ask thee about
anything after this, keep me not in thy company: then wouldst thou
have received (full) excuse from my side." Then they proceeded:
until, when they came to the inhabitants of a town, they asked them
for food, but they refused them hospitality. They found there a
wall on the point of falling down, but he set it up straight.
(Moses) said: "If thou hadst wished, surely thou couldst have
exacted some recompense for it!" He answered: "This is the parting
between me and thee: now will I tell thee the interpretation of
(those things) over which thou wast unable to hold patience. "As
for the boat, it belonged to certain men in dire want: they plied
on the water: I but wished to render it unserviceable, for there
was after them a certain king who seized on every boat by force.
"As for the youth, his parents were people of Faith, and we feared
that he would grieve them by obstinate rebellion and ingratitude
(to Allah and man). "So we desired that their Lord would give them
in exchange (a son) better in purity (of conduct) and closer in
affection. "As for the wall, it belonged to two youths, orphans, in
the Town; there was, beneath it, a buried treasure, to which they
were entitled: their father had been a righteous man: So thy Lord
desired that they should attain their age of full strength and get
out their treasure - a mercy (and favour) from thy Lord. I did it
not of my own accord. Such is the interpretation of (those things)
over which thou wast unable to hold patience."



The Argument From Design



The Argument: Everything in the world is made just so that we
can manage to live in the world, and if the world was ever so
little different we could not manage to live in it.

Russell’s Opinions: Russell says: “since the time of Darwin we
understand much better why living creatures are adapted to their
environment. It is not that their environment was made to be
suitable to them, but that they grew to be suitable to it, and that
is the basis of adaptation. There is no evidence of design about
it.”

Answer: I invite you to read the following article:



The Falseness Of The Evolution
Theory



The God has created the sky, the Earth, the sun, the moon, the
sea, the stars… … .etc. He has created us and He has given us many
gifts. The God has given us the brain, the eyes, the ears, the
tongue, the heart, the stomach… … etc. But some people say that
human beings have developed from a single cell. This theory is
completely wrong. I invite you to read the following four points
and to rethink:



I-Bring a single amoebic cell and do whatever
experiments you want and create a human being or another developed
creature. Use all the modern techniques and prove that The
Evolution Theory is true.



II-Human beings have lived on the Earth for -
at least - many thousands of years. Why human beings did not
develop to new creatures?



III-The Evolution Theory is not a scientific
theory, but it is a political theory. In the past, the church had
tortured scientists. Many scientists wanted to get rid of the
church. So, The Evolution Theory appeared to get rid of the
religion and the church.



IV-The resemblance between the different
creatures does not mean that they have developed from each other. I
will give you this simple example. When you look at a bicycle, a
cart, a car and a train, you will find that they all have wheels.
Can you say that the bicycle has developed to a cart which has
developed to a car?



The Evolution Theory is completely wrong. But some scientists
still defend The Evolution Theory because they hate religion and
not because they think that it is true. Indeed the church had
tortured many scientists. Indeed the church had fought science. But
Islam never tortured chemists, botanists, physicists… ..etc. In The
Islamic Civilization, we never knew the struggle between Islam and
experimental science. I - as a Muslim - respect experimental
science. I invite you to read the article again and you will find
that scientific thinking leads you to the falseness of The
Evolution Theory.





The Moral Arguments For
Deity



The Argument: One form is to say that there
would be no right and wrong unless God existed.

Russell’s Opinions: Russell says: “It has all
sorts of forms. One form is to say that there would be no right and
wrong unless God existed. I am not for the moment concerned with
whether there is a difference between right and wrong, or whether
there is not: that is another question. The point I am concerned
with is that, if you are quite sure there is a difference between
right and wrong, then you are then in this situation: is that
difference due to God's fiat or is it not? If it is due to God's
fiat, then for God himself there is no difference between right and
wrong, and it is no longer a significant statement to say that God
is good. If you are going to say, as theologians do, that God is
good, you must then say that right and wrong have some meaning
which is independent of God's fiat, because God's fiats are good
and not bad independently of the mere fact that he made them. If
you are going to say that, you will then have to say that it is not
only through God that right and wrong came into being, but that
they are in their essence logically anterior to God. You could, of
course, if you liked, say that there was a superior deity who gave
orders to the God who made this world, or could take up the line
that some of the agnostics ["Gnostics" ‐‐ CW] took up ‐‐ a line
which I often thought was a very plausible one ‐‐ that as a matter
of fact this world that we know was made by the Devil at a moment
when God was not looking. There is a good deal to be said for that,
and I am not concerned to refute it.”

Answer: Russell’s opinions lead us to Epicurus’s old question :”
Is he willing to prevent evil, but not able? then is he impotent.
Is he able, but not willing? then is he malevolent. Is he both able
and willing? whence then is evil?”

The answer of Islam is clear from many centuries:

The God has two wills:

1-The Universal Pre-Ordained Will

2-The Religious Legislated Will

According to the God’s Religious Legislated Will, He doesn’t
want evil to exist. So He isn’t malevolent. And according to the
God’s Universal Pre-Ordained Will, all that happens –good and evil-
exits by His Will. So, He isn’t impotent.

Many western readers –who are not familiar with Islamic
writings- may not understand this argument. I invite them to read
this example:

Mr. Henry is an English teacher. He will test his students. He
is a benevolent man. He wants all his students to succeed. But he
has to take the following decision:

1-A standard exam will lead to the failure of some students.

2-Too easy exam will lead to the success of all students. But it
will be a pseudo success. He decides to choose the standard test.
Is he benevolent? Is his test unjust one?

The God is just. He created men and He knew that some of them
will be bad men. By His Religious Legislated Will, He wants them to
be believers and good.  By His Universal Pre-Ordained Will, He
wants a conflict between good and evil for many reasons. The world
of pure good will be in the Paradise.





The Argument For The Remedying Of
Injustice



The Argument: the existence of God is required
in order to bring justice into the world. In the part of the
universe that we know there is a great injustice, and often the
good suffer, and often the wicked prosper; but if you are going to
have justice in the universe as a whole you have to suppose a
future life to redress the balance of life here on earth, and so
they say that there must be a God, and that there must be Heaven
and Hell in order that in the long run there may be justice.

Russell’s Opinions: Russell says: “Supposing
you got a crate of oranges that you opened, and you found all the
top layer of oranges bad, you would not argue: "The underneath ones
must be good, so as to redress the balance." You would say:
"Probably the whole lot is a bad consignment;" and that is really
what a scientific person would argue about the universe. He would
say: "Here we find in this world a great deal of injustice, and so
far as that goes that is a reason for supposing that justice does
not rule in the world; and therefore so far as it goes it affords a
moral argument against deity and not in favor of one."

Answer: I think that this argument should be as
following: If you believe in God and you see injustice in the
world, you should be intellectually convinced that there will be
hereafter, Paradise and Hell. This argument is better used to prove
the hereafter, Paradise and Hell.

I will give an example as Russell did. You go to a fruit seller
to buy oranges and the workers give you a crate of oranges. You
find that the oranges are bad. You go back to the fruit seller. If
the fruit seller is honest and just, he will give you another
crate.
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In the second part of the article, Russell tries to criticize
the Christ and Christianity. As regards Christianity, Christian
writers can better answer Russell. But I will mention Islam’s
attitude towards the Christ and Christianity. We believe that Moses
and the Christ are the prophets of the God. We believe that the
Bible was the book of the God, but some of the followers of Moses
and the Christ have changed parts of the Bible. I have started a
series entitled: “Answering Christianity And Judaism”. I have
already published Volume 1.

Russell considers the Christ inferior to Socrates and Buddha.
Islam does not agree with him. According to Islam, the best five
men throughout the human history are Mohammad, Abraham, Moses, the
Christ and Noah –may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon
them-. I invite you to read three articles: “The Christ In The Holy
Quran”, “Humanity Needs Islam” and “Islam And Internal Peace”. The
later two articles are samples of the Islamic teachings.





The Christ In The Holy Quran



Mary In The Holy Quran:



The Holy Quran says: "Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family
of Abraham, and the family of 'Imran above all people,- Offspring,
one of the other: And Allah heareth and knoweth all things. Behold!
a woman of 'Imran said: "O my Lord! I do dedicate unto Thee what is
in my womb for Thy special service: So accept this of me: For Thou
hearest and knowest all things." When she was delivered, she said:
"O my Lord! Behold! I am delivered of a female child!"- and Allah
knew best what she brought forth- "And no wise is the male Like the
female. I have named her Mary, and I commend her and her offspring
to Thy protection from the Evil One, the Rejected." Right
graciously did her Lord accept her: He made her grow in purity and
beauty: To the care of Zakariya was she assigned. Every time that
he entered (Her) chamber to see her, He found her supplied with
sustenance. He said: "O Mary! Whence (comes) this to you?" She
said: "From Allah. for Allah Provides sustenance to whom He pleases
without measure."

The Holy Quran says: Behold! the angels said: "O Mary! Allah
hath chosen thee and purified thee- chosen thee above the women of
all nations. "O Mary! worship Thy Lord devoutly: Prostrate thyself,
and bow down (in prayer) with those who bow down." This is part of
the tidings of the things unseen, which We reveal unto thee (O
Messenger.) by inspiration: Thou wast not with them when they cast
lots with arrows, as to which of them should be charged with the
care of Mary: Nor wast thou with them when they disputed (the
point). Behold! the angels said: "O Mary! Allah giveth thee glad
tidings of a Word from Him: his name will be Christ Jesus, the son
of Mary, held in honour in this world and the Hereafter and of (the
company of) those nearest to Allah. "He shall speak to the people
in childhood and in maturity. And he shall be (of the company) of
the righteous." She said: "O my Lord! How shall I have a son when
no man hath touched me?" He said: "Even so: Allah createth what He
willeth: When He hath decreed a plan, He but saith to it, 'Be,' and
it is! "And Allah will teach him the Book and Wisdom, the Law and
the Gospel, "And (appoint him) an apostle to the Children of
Israel, (with this message): "'I have come to you, with a Sign from
your Lord, in that I make for you out of clay, as it were, the
figure of a bird, and breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by
Allah.s leave: And I heal those born blind, and the lepers, and I
quicken the dead, by Allah.s leave; and I declare to you what ye
eat, and what ye store in your houses. Surely therein is a Sign for
you if ye did believe; "'(I have come to you), to attest the Law
which was before me. And to make lawful to you part of what was
(Before) forbidden to you; I have come to you with a Sign from your
Lord. So fear Allah, and obey me. "'It is Allah Who is my Lord and
your Lord; then worship Him. This is a Way that is straight.'"



The Birth Of The Christ:



The Holy Quran says: "Relate in the Book (the story of) Mary,
when she withdrew from her family to a place in the East. She
placed a screen (to screen herself) from them; then We sent her our
angel, and he appeared before her as a man in all respects. She
said: "I seek refuge from thee to ((Allah)) Most Gracious: (come
not near) if thou dost fear Allah." He said: "Nay, I am only a
messenger from thy Lord, (to announce) to thee the gift of a holy
son. She said: "How shall I have a son, seeing that no man has
touched me, and I am not unchaste?" He said: "So (it will be): Thy
Lord saith, 'that is easy for Me: and (We wish) to appoint him as a
Sign unto men and a Mercy from Us':It is a matter (so) decreed." So
she conceived him, and she retired with him to a remote place. And
the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm-tree: She
cried (in her anguish): "Ah! would that I had died before this!
would that I had been a thing forgotten and out of sight!" But (a
voice) cried to her from beneath the (palm-tree): "Grieve not! for
thy Lord hath provided a rivulet beneath thee; "And shake towards
thyself the trunk of the palm-tree: It will let fall fresh ripe
dates upon thee. "So eat and drink and cool (thine) eye. And if
thou dost see any man, say, 'I have vowed a fast to ((Allah)) Most
Gracious, and this day will I enter into not talk with any human
being'" At length she brought the (babe) to her people, carrying
him (in her arms). They said: "O Mary! truly an amazing thing hast
thou brought! "O sister of Aaron! Thy father was not a man of evil,
nor thy mother a woman unchaste!" But she pointed to the babe. They
said: "How can we talk to one who is a child in the cradle?" He
said: "I am indeed a servant of Allah. He hath given me revelation
and made me a prophet"And He hath made me blessed wheresoever I be,
and hath enjoined on me Prayer and Charity as long as I live; "(He)
hath made me kind to my mother, and not overbearing or miserable;
"So peace is on me the day I was born, the day that I die, and the
day that I shall be raised up to life (again)"! Such (was) Jesus
the son of Mary: (it is) a statement of truth, about which they
(vainly) dispute. It is not befitting to (the majesty of) Allah
that He should beget a son. Glory be to Him! when He determines a
matter, He only says to it, "Be", and it is. Verily Allah is my
Lord and your Lord: Him therefore serve ye: this is a Way that is
straight.



The Christ Is Not A God:



The Holy Quran says: "And behold! Allah will say: "O Jesus the
son of Mary! Didst thou say unto men, worship me and my mother as
gods in derogation of Allah.?" He will say: "Glory to Thee! never
could I say what I had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing,
thou wouldst indeed have known it. Thou knowest what is in my
heart, Thou I know not what is in Thine. For Thou knowest in full
all that is hidden. "Never said I to them aught except what Thou
didst command me to say, to wit, 'worship Allah, my Lord and your
Lord'; and I was a witness over them whilst I dwelt amongst them;
when Thou didst take me up Thou wast the Watcher over them, and
Thou art a witness to all things. "If Thou dost punish them, they
are Thy servant: If Thou dost forgive them, Thou art the Exalted in
power, the Wise."

The Holy Quran says: "They do blaspheme who say: "(Allah) is
Christ the son of Mary." But said Christ: "O Children of Israel!
worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord." Whoever joins other gods
with Allah,- Allah will forbid him the garden, and the Fire will be
his abode. There will for the wrong-doers be no one to help. They
do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there
is no god except One Allah. If they desist not from their word (of
blasphemy), verily a grievous penalty will befall the blasphemers
among them.

The Holy Quran says: " Christ the son of Mary was no more than
an apostle; many were the apostles that passed away before him. His
mother was a woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily)
food. See how Allah doth make His signs clear to them; yet see in
what ways they are deluded away from the truth!



The Christ And Islam:



The Holy Quran says: " And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary,
said: "O Children of Israel! I am the apostle of Allah (sent) to
you, confirming the Law (which came) before me, and giving Glad
Tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be
Ahmad." But when he came to them with Clear Signs, they said, "this
is evident sorcery!" Who doth greater wrong than one who invents
falsehood against Allah, even as he is being invited to Islam? And
Allah guides not those who do wrong. Their intention is to
extinguish Allah.s Light (by blowing) with their mouths: But Allah
will complete (the revelation of) His Light, even though the
Unbelievers may detest (it).



Conclusion:



Ahmed and Muhammad are names of the Prophet -may the blessing
and peace of Allah be upon him-. So the persons who truly love the
Christ must be Muslims because the Christ has said " and giving
Glad Tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be
Ahmad."



Humanity Needs Islam



The human nature means the soul and the body. A man without a
spiritual life is no longer a man. Equally, whoever proclaims that
spiritual training can delete the materialistic demands of that
body is a devil in the clothes of a saint. Can he give up sleeping?
Is he ready to destroy his body and to be a soul flying in the
world of ideals?

The holy Quran says:

"O you mankind, a proof has already come to you from your
Lord ; and We have sent down to you an evident light. So, as
for the ones who believed in Allah and firmly adhered to Him, then
He will soon cause them to enter into a mercy from Him, and Grace,
and will guide them to Him on a straight path"

This Grace and mercy from Allah Al-Mighty is true for the
believers in life and in the day after. The heaven is the endless
grace and mercy. It is not only a spiritual heaven but the
materialistic pleasures are innumerable there. Equally, in our life
Islam does not forbid materialistic pleasures, but Islam is a unit
of enjoying our lives and, more important, obeying our God and
creator. Thus, without Islam there can never be a balance and
harmony between the soul and the body. Who do not believe in that
can do a comparison between Islam and other doctrines and the
result is undoubtable.



Islam And Internal Peace



We are living in an age of conflicts and tensions. Internal
peace and happiness are really sought for by many people. A human
needs to live in tranquility, real tranquility that is permanent
and not drug-induced. But fear of unjust superior powers, failure,
enemies and the endless chain of fears are the enemies of this
tranquility.

In Islam, believing in Allah and His Most High Names is the root
of our faith. The fruits of this faith are innumerable. We are
limited here to the subject of internal peace. The cure of all
psychological problems springs of our faith that Allah is AlRahman
"The All-Merciful". Whatever we are facing in our lives, we believe
that Allah Al-Mighty is more kind to us than our own mothers. Can a
mother throw her own baby into fire? Allah is more Merciful to us
than our own mothers. Will He torture us if we are believers and
faithful? Then let's face our lives with internal peace as long as
we believe that nobody and nothing can harm us.

"Praise be to Allah, who hath guided us to this (felicity):
never could we have found guidance, had it not been for the
guidance of Allah: Indeed it was the truth."
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