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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes. I
would welcome an e-mail identifying those mistakes so that I may
correct them. Also note that I have developed my own style of
writing for sermon preparation. It seems to work well for me as I
preach from the pulpit. I have elected to keep most of that style
intact. I trust it will add rather than distract from the
effectiveness while you read.

 

Should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, feel free to contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION


1 Timothy 6:15[1]

Which in His times he shall shew, who is the blessed
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of
lords; (KJV)

 

Where is God today?

 

I think we have this idea


	That at one time in history every day was another
miracle from God.

	That at one time, all you had to do was to ask and
every need was supplied

	That at one time God showed up with amazing
demonstrations of miracles and power



 

But when we really begin to think about what we have in the
Bible, basically four thousand years of history, what we discover
is that those periods of time when amazing miracles happened were
few and relatively brief.

 

With only a few small exceptions all of the huge miracles in the
Bible happened under


	Moses

	Elijah and Elisha

	Jesus and the Apostles



 

Probably a combined total of less than 100 years of miracles in
a four thousand year period of time.

 

The Bible says we walk by faith, not by sight.

 

Christian faith as well as Jewish faith has always been one of
believing God through the day to day life and not just when God is
raining lightning bolts onto Mount Sinai.

 

I have been a Christian since 1977.

I can testify that during that time God has done some things
that were


	Unquestionable

	Undeniable and

	Simply amazing



 

There have been times when Anita and I have sat down together
and agreed that it was like we were in a dream.

 


	When God gave us a building in Astoria

	When God paid the building off without our money or
asking anybody for money

	When God gave me this church



 

But to tell you the truth, most of these 36 years have been just
getting up each day and trying to be faithful.

 


	Some of those days have been very hard

	Some of them have been not boring, but not exciting
either



 

A lot of them have been going to church praying for and longing
for a miracle but being content with the joy of being with God’s
people even when a revival did not break out.

 


	Where is God in the doldrums of day to day
life?

	Where is God in the common tasks of making a
living?

	Where is God in the hardships of loss and pain that we
so frequently feel?

	Where is God in the unfair tragedies that happen too
often in this world?









[1] Message originally by John Henry Theisen, after the
September 11, 2001 attacks on the Twin Towers in New York. I have
adapted it for use here.














Chapter 3
COMFORTING HIS CHILDREN


Psalms 18:1-3 KJV

I will love thee, O LORD, my
strength.

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler,
and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be
praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

 

We often think of David as one of those men who had special
treatment from God.

David was favored of the Lord

But David also lived much of his life struggling.

 


	He had to flee King Saul

	He had to lose his friend Jonathan

	He had to fight the Philistines



 

David got through his trying times


	Through prayer and

	Through meditation on the Word of God



 

He often sang his prayers to the Lord and those songs are
recorded for us in the book of Psalms.

 

Despite the hardships he experienced, David believed that God
was there, comforting Him in his time of trouble.

He says God gave him:

A. Strength

Psalms 18:1 KJV

I will love thee, O LORD, my
strength.

 


	Strength to fight the good fight

	Strength to go on when another would have
quit

	Strength to be thankful when it would have been easy to
be bitter



 

He says God gave him:

B. Stability

Psalms 18:2 KJV

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler,
and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

 

In times of trouble and a Christian remembers

Psalms 18:31 KJV

For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save
our God?

 

There is no security, no stability, no foundation other than
God.

 

He says God gave him:

C.  Safety

Psalms 18:2 KJV

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler,
and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

 

1. David calls God as his "fortress"

Which is a place of protection

 

2. David calls God his "buckler"

The Hebrew word comes from the hide of a crocodile.

 

It’s like the armor a soldier would where into battle. Tough and
nails, and nothing can get through it.

 

3. David Calls God his "high tower"

 

A high tower provides not only protection, but
perspective.




God helps us to understand


	Where our problems come from

	Why our problems happen and

	How our problems may be resolved



 

He says God gave him:

D. Salvation

Psalms 18:3 KJV

I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be
praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

 

The context here is speaking of a different salvation than going
to heaven; it is speaking about being saved from our troubles.

 

God does not keep us from trials and temptations, but He does
give us a way of escape that we may be able to bear it.

 

In other words, He gives us comfort in the midst of our trials –
if we will receive it.

 

Where is God today? He is here,

Controlling all things

Comforting His Children










Chapter 4
CALLING OUT TO SINNERS to be saved


Luke 19:10 KJV

For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.

 

The Bible says that death is one appointment we all have to
keep.

 

Most people don't want to think about it, but it is not wise to
put off the most certain of certainties… that we will die &
stand before God.

 

The Bible is clear: The only hope we have to be
saved is to believe the gospel message and trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ while we are alive on this earth

 


	There are no second
chances.

	There is no back door to heaven

	There is no alternative choice



 

That is why the Bible says,

Isaiah 55:6-7

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon
him while he is near:

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. (KJV)
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